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A Christian 
Perspective 

on the Occult:
Introduction

by Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

Problems 
with the Occult
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The beliefs and practices of the occult 
involve a false view of the nature of reality.

The beliefs and practices of the occult 
serve as a substitute for the true God.  

The beliefs and practices of the occult 
can open one up to demonic influences.

The Many Faces 
of the Occult 
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Extreme Occultism: 
Satanism
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http://richardghowe.com/
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Moderate Occultism: 
Witchcraft
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http://richardghowe.com/
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Mainstream Occultism: 
The New Age 

Movement
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"Christian" Occultism: 
The Word of Faith 

Movement
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Scriptural 
Background

 1 Thess. 5:21-22 
"Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

Abstain from every form of evil."
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"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

Evil can hitchhike 
on the good.

 Acts 16:16-18 

Now it happened, as we went to 
prayer, that a certain slave girl 

possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, who brought her masters 

much profit by fortune-telling. This 
girl followed Paul and us, and cried 

out, saying, "These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to us the way of salvation." 
And this she did for many days. But 
Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and 

said to the spirit, "I command you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come 

out of her." And he came out 
that very hour. 
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For I know this, that after my 
departure savage wolves will come 

in among you, not sparing the 
flock. {30} Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, 

speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after 

themselves.  Act 20:29-30

The Term 'Occult'
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The term 'occult' should not to be 
confused with the similar sounding 

word 'cult'.

'Occult' comes for the Latin 'occultus' 
meaning "hidden or secret."

Other belief systems one might 
encounter related to the occult include: 

Mysticism

Eastern philosophy

Magic

Hinduism

Shamanism

Spiritism

Daoism

Witchcraft

New 
ThoughtSorcery

New Age

Wicca

Esoteric Beliefs
The Old 
Religion

Paganism

Zen

Satanism
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Though there are very important 
differences among these belief 

systems, there is a very important 
common ground which makes them 

all properly called 'occult'.   

Each of these groups holds some 
basic ideas that they regard as 

"hidden or secret" from the 
general population. 
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The Worldview of 
the Occult

Spiritual “Law”

The “Force”

Words of Power

Human Divinity / Godhood
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Spiritual "Law" 

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This is often referred to 
as "magic."
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  


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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic... is... the 
change in situations or 
events in accordance 
with one's will, which 
would, using normally 
accepted methods, be 

unchangeable." 
[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avan Books, 1969), 
110] 
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic is never 
totally 

scientifically 
explainable." 

[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110] 

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

There is "balance in nature, 
a natural order. That's God. 
And that's Satan. Satan is 

God. He is the 
representation of the state 

of flux; he is the action-
reaction; he is the cause 

and the effect; he is all the 
elements interwoven in 
what we call evolution." 

[LaVey, in Lawrence Wright, “Sympathy for the Devil,” Rolling Stone no. 
612 (September 5, 1991): 105] 



7/21/2026 12:47 PM

25

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

William DeArteaga
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William DeArteaga

William DeArteaga
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)
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Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)

Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)
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Andrew Wommack

“I think one of the biggest breakthroughs I 
experienced in receiving from God was 

understanding that faith is governed by laws.”

“I think one of the biggest 
breakthroughs I experienced in 

receiving from God was 
understanding that faith is 

governed by laws.”



7/21/2026 12:47 PM

33

Andrew Wommack

Andrew WommackAndrew Wommack

“There are laws that govern 
faith, and when those laws are 

put into action, God’s power just 
flows. It’s like turning on lights. 
You don’t plead with the electric 
company to turn your lights on. 
They generate the electricity, 

but the power to turn the lights 
on has been placed in your 

hands. You have to flip 
the switch.”
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

"We need to understand and 
realize that this actually is the 

base of all spiritual 
understanding. 'Cause people 

have had the idea that the 
spiritual world is just, you 
know “well, you just never 

know what God’s gonna do; I 
just, well you never know. I 

don’t know why that 
happened. I don’t know why 

that didn’t happen.' No, no, no. 
The spiritual realm is highly 
regulated by laws—spiritual 

laws—that govern everything."
Kenneth Copeland
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The "Force"

There is a hidden force or energy 
which one can tap into to use for 

healing or harm. 
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Exactly what this force is, according 
to the occultists, and what is the 
best way to tap into it, are what 
make the differences between 

different occult groups. 

This notion of the force serves as 
the basis of all occultism.
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You will hear both 
personal and impersonal 

terms to refer to this force. 

getting in touch with mother 
earth or mother nature 

(Witchcraft, Wicca or Paganism)
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the life force 
(eastern philosophy) 

the prana 
(Hinduism) 
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the ki or chi 
(martial arts)

adrenal and emotionally 
induced energy 

(LaVey's Satanism) 
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the "right brain" 
(pop psychology)

the universe 
(New Age)
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the Force 
(Star Wars)

getting in touch with my 
higher self, my deeper self, or 

my subconscious 
(pop psychology)



7/21/2026 12:47 PM

43

the collective unconscious 
(Jungian psychology)

inner counselors 
(Silva Mind Control and dozens 

of "self-help" programs) 
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spirit guides or the 
spiritual hierarchy 

(New Age and Shamanism) 

extraterrestrials or ETs 
(UFO cults, Whitley Strieber's 

book Communion)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)



7/21/2026 12:47 PM

50

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Chas S. Clifton
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Chas S. Clifton

Chas S. Clifton
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)
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Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)

Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)
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Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

Copeland: "Well the force  of faith is in the 
spiritual realm a great deal like certain 
forces in the natural realm. It's a spiritual 
force like gravity is a natural force; 
electricity is a natural force of power. It's 
a power."

Paul Crouch: "It's a measurable, natural 
force." 

Copeland: "Yeah. It's a measurable force. It's 
conductible. It's perceptible to the touch. 
Faith is a spiritual force. It's perceptible. It 
is a tangible force. It's an invisible force. 
So is gravity, but it's there." 

Paul Crouch: "So is electricity.
Copeland: "So . . . "
Paul Crouch: "Does God use faith?"
Copeland: "Surely."

Paul Crouch: "Now, see here's a sore spot." 
There are those ..." 

Jan Crouch: "Not with him!"
Copeland: "Not with me!"
Paul Crouch: "Not with you!" 
Copeland: "In fact, I'm not sore at God at all 

and I don't think He's sore at me. I 
haven't done anything to Him."

Paul Crouch: "No, but the critics say God is 
God. He doesn't have to have faith. He 
doesn't exercise faith. He doesn't use 
faith. He's God. He's the object of faith."

Copeland: "Now wait a minute. What does 
that mean 'object.' I don't know what 
that means."

Jan Crouch: "I don't either."  
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

God is
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Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)

Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)
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Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)

Hinn: Witches, even ... I mean, I'm not here to talk about witches, but I'll tell 
you this

Jan: Tell that story . . . 
Paul: They, they under . . . 
Jan: I love it.
Paul: They know this secret.
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Hinn: Because, see, I had a witch tell me this. And I said, "What?" She said—
listen to me—she said "Did you know that we are taught in witchcraft 
how to kill birds with words and how to kill people with our mouth." I 
said "What's that mean 'kill people'?" She said, "We were taught with 
words to bring disease on men." And I said, "Well how?" She said 
"Well, by speaking certain words" (that they teach them) she said "we 
can actually cause sickness that could very well kill."

William DeArteaga
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William DeArteaga

William DeArteaga



7/21/2026 12:47 PM

69

Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

Human Divinity 
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The goal of occultism is to 
realize one's own divinity or 

godhood. 

The goal of occultism is to 
realize one's own divinity or 

godhood. 
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One's "godhood" is 
actualized by the application 
of various occult techniques 
in the attempt to manipulate 

occult powers.

The Power of 
Positive Thinking
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The Power of 
the Spoken Word 

The Power of 
Creative Visualization  
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In our quest for deity, the 
occult attempts to deceive 

humans into thinking that we 
can be like God in His 

fundamental attributes.  

Counterfeiting God's Omniscience
Illicitly Seeking to Overcome Our Created Limits of Knowledge

clairvoyance, fortune-telling, mind reading, ESP, Ouija 
Board, Tarot Cards, crystal balls, dowsing rods, palm 

reading, spiritism, necromancy, channeling, etc.  
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Counterfeiting God's Omnipresence
Illicitly Seeking to Overcome Our Created Limits of Space

astral travel, out-of-the-body experience, 
time travel, remote viewing

Counterfeiting God's Omnipotence
Illicitly Seeking to Overcome Our Created Limits of Power

psychokinesis, mind power, mind control, spells, incantations, 
visualization, creative imagination, guided imagery 
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Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)
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Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
1946-2014

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
1946-2014
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Starhawk (Miriam Simos)

Starhawk (Miriam Simos)
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Starhawk (Miriam Simos)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

God came from heaven; became a man.
Made man into little Gods;
Went back to heaven as a man. 
He faces the Father as a man. 
I face devils as the Son of God.

[audience applause]

God came from heaven; became a man.
Made man into little Gods;
Went back to heaven as a man. 
He faces the Father as a man. 
I face devils as the Son of God.

[audience applause]
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Do you see what I'm talking about?
You say "Benny Hinn, am I a little 

God?" 
You're a son of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."
You're a child of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."

Do you see what I'm talking about?
You say "Benny Hinn, am I a little 

God?" 
You're a son of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."
You're a child of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."

You're a daughter of God, aren't you?
[audience] "Yes."

What else are you? [audience indistinct]
Quit your nonsense.
What else are you? 

[from the audience] "I am."

You're a daughter of God, aren't you?
[audience] "Yes."

What else are you? [audience indistinct]
Quit your nonsense.
What else are you? 

[from the audience] "I am."
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If you say "I am" you're saying "I'm a part 
of Him." right? [audience] "Right."

Is He God?  [audience] "Yes."
Are you His offspring? [audience] "Yes."
Are you His children? [audience] "Yes."
You can't be human.

If you say "I am" you're saying "I'm a part 
of Him." right? [audience] "Right."

Is He God?  [audience] "Yes."
Are you His offspring? [audience] "Yes."
Are you His children? [audience] "Yes."
You can't be human.

Joyce Meyer

"You know, why do 
people have such fit 

about God calling 
His creation, His 

man—not His 
whole creation 
but His man—

little gods? 
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Joyce Meyer

"If He's God, what's 
He going to call them 

but the god-kind? 

Joyce Meyer

"I mean, if you as a 
human being have 
a baby you call it 

a human-kind. 
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Joyce Meyer

"If cattle has another 
cattle, they call it 

cattle-kind. 

Joyce Meyer

"I mean, what's God 
supposed to call 

them? 
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Joyce Meyer

"Doesn't the Bible 
say that we're 
created in His 

image?"

The Antiquity of 
the Occult:

The Garden of Eden
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There are two doctrines 
commonly found in the 
occult that were taught 

by Satan in the 
Garden of Eden.

 The Denial of Death 
Gen. 3:4

"Then the serpent said to the 
woman, 'You will not 

surely die.'" 
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"It is appointed unto 
man to die once, and 

after this the judgment." 
Heb. 9:27 
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 Human Divinity
Gen. 3:5

"For God knows that in the day 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil."

Problems 
with the Occult
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The beliefs and practices 
of the occult involve a 

false view of the nature 
of reality. 

The beliefs and practices 
of the occult serve as a 

substitute in one's life for 
the true God. 
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The beliefs and practices 
of the occult can open one 
up to demonic influences.

The Truth 
about the Occult
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The Bible teaches that the spiritual realm is real 
but not in the way the occult teaches.  

(Acts 8:9, 11; 13:6-8; 16:16; Rev. 18:23)

The Bible teaches that the occult is forbidden.  
(Deut. 18:10-12)

The Bible teaches that these occult "powers" 
and teachings are from Satan.  

(Gen. 3:1-6; 2 Thess. 2:9-10; 1 Tim. 4:1) 

2 Thessalonians 3:16
"Now may the Lord of peace 

Himself give you peace 
always in every way. The 

Lord be with you all." 


