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“If this book works
as | intend,
religious readers

who open it will be
atheists when they
put it down.”

D ] Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, p. 5.

The  Delusion

"The creationists who Vo,
oppose the Darwinian &Y DARWIN'S
Theory so bitterly are right AP T
about one thing: Darwin's DANGEROUS IDEA
dangerous idea cuts mUCh EvoLumion ann THE MEANINGS 0F LI
deeper into the fabric of | i
our most fundamental
beliefs than many of its
sophisticated apologists
have yet admitted, even to - ﬁwﬁ{(
themselves." ‘ o
Daniel C. Dennett, Darwin's Dangerous ldea: DAN[EL C DENNETT

Evolution and the Meaning of Life, p. 18. CHMISNESS EX
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"Religious faith
represents so
uncompromising a
misuse of the power of
our minds that it forms a
kind of perverse, cultural
singularity — a vanishing
point beyond which
rational discourse proves
impossible."

Sam Harris, The End of Faith, p. 25.

"As | write these words,
and as you read them,
people of faith are in their
different ways planning
your and my destruction,
and the destruction of all
the hard-won human
attainments that | have
touched upon. Religion

poisons everything.

Christopher Hitchens, God is Not Great: How
Religion Poisons Everything, p. 13, emphasis in
original.




o 1 Tim%y 6:20 -5
"Guard what was committed to your

trust, avoiding the profane and idle
babblings and contradictions of
what is falsely called knowledge."




Its Focus

Academic atheism focusedimainly ongthe

rationalfcase for andfagainst
thefexistence 6fl@!od. ‘
Foacademic atheism;Ch rigtianity WER

singled out in'as much as'it represente’d the
most sophisticated form of theism.




Its Focus

Wiile acknowledging theirole Christians
Iayed infeertain histonical atrogities,

academlcath eism acknovﬁledges the 5
ntrl utlon Chrlstlamty has'made infgecent
enturles to the overalw ell-being:

of humanity.

Its Focus

Inicontrast, the,"New" Atheism now indicts




Its Focus

Religion injgeneral or Christianityiin
palgticular areresponsibl‘eqf%;r many
most, oft-h | atrocities'of histonys

Eaith is plunging the'w l||' into seli—
destruiction as it allows people to justify the
destruction of other people for no reason
whatsoever.

Its Focus

Chuistianity has,always been an impediment
to sciencel™

€hiistianitylisiendangering the civili
warldiby its commitmenttelesradicatefsound
scientific reasoning and advances
throughout the public and especially the
educational spheres.




Its Audience

Academic atheism took the argument
tojthe scholars.

AsIsuchijits alrgumen;tsywe{e generallxy‘
wm@;re thoughtful andjjuinderstandably;
more technical. .

Because of this, its books were
hardly best sellers.

Its Audience

ThegENew" Atheism is taking the argumen
el
__A

'@ch its rgumentsrsemetlmes can be
. mere simplistic, evenito the pointfof y
overreaction and'hysteria.

Its books are run-away best sellers.
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Its Tone

lhe "New" Atheism is unprecedented inithe
* shiillitone of its shetoric.
.lfa hagsh, if nodhostile, treatrﬁe‘mt of rel‘igion‘
geneial and Chgistianity in paiticular, hasfstruck
\‘a chordwith many ineu society.

The open hatred of God is seemingly becoming
more comfortable for many.

Its Grounding

In his W. H. Griffith-
Thomas lectures at Dallas
Theological Seminary, Al
Mohler noted seven
characteristics of the
"New Atheism ’(gne of
which bears mentioning,
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Its Grounding

viz., that the "New
Atheism"” seems
particularly orientated
toward science in a way
in which previous
intellectual atheism was
not.

.‘“ Pl i
B - —
“
4 <

Its Grounding

I/t does this, attempting to
ground most of its
criticisms of religion on
scientific materialism
(a.k.a “scientism” or
logical positivism).
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Its Aim

lihe "New" Atheism seeksito eradicate
religien from the’pi’anet

‘Whelqualifiedfdemur of Hitchens is @teé&

Its Ighorance

lher'New" Atheism seemingly has an abject

igheance ofithelclassical thﬁ-’étic argumentst
.
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Its Ignhorance

The terrible irony.is that:

li)awkms, Hajgris, Hltchens,‘and Denhetit

‘Beast aboutihiowireasonable’they aefand
howimuch theirviews aregrounded

evidence.

Its Ighorance

The terrible irony.is that:
- -
ey contintiously excoriate religious
'b"ople for having absol’iﬁtely{\o reasen o

@idence for'their re"lieus beliefst »
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Its Ignhorance

The terrible irony.is that:
- -
Yetithey themselves often fail to serlly

engage thebestarguments and evidence
t.r@hrlstlans put forth: f@*rv their posuutlong.

- .

Its Ighorance

Bawkins, Harris, and Hitchens (sans
Dennett)iseemingly kﬁe’e that the
%‘erbollc level of their c‘rfi‘lticisms [
dl‘s~ Ea-ct the rgaders fromnetlcmg thia§they
seldem refute the standajidiarguments or
put forth substantive ones of their own.




WhatgArre¥the

ool
- NewA

Bellef ﬁm‘ requ:res
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If God is the des:gG[er of
blologlcal*compleXIty,
He Himself would/have

/f

tcﬁ)e sb! co\mp‘lex asto

l?z’ﬁ @W@Wﬁﬁmg mg /
@ SEa @@Uﬂ§§ﬂﬁ7‘l§ God
I @ud@ as @@@@@D :
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Please VisititheselWebISites:

G!
www!richardghowe:com

Evangelical Seminary
www:ses.edu

20



21









