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According te:Bernard Ramm
Varieties of Christian Apologetics
s Systems; StressinglSubjective’ Immediacy,
s Systems Stressing/INatural Theology.

s> Systems Stressing/Revelation

According te:Bernard Ramm
Varieties of. Christian Apologetics

s Systems; StressingiSubjective’Immediacy,




¥Blaise/Rascal i Emu[Brunner
L 1623-1662 13" 1889:1966

Characteristics of
Systems Stressing Subjective/lmmediacy

vistress upon the'inward andisubjective experience.of the
gospel

v‘a marked hostility towardsitraditional philosophy;and.a
sympathy for.an existentialiphilosophy.




Characteristics of
Systems Stressing Subjective/lImmediacy,

viemphasis uponithelsupra-rational or paradoxical
character. ofi{Christian teaching

v'rejection of natural theologylanditheistic. proof

Characteristics of
Systems Stressing Subjective/lImmediacy,

viemphasis on theltranscendencelor hiddenness,of. God

v/strong doctrine of theblindingieffects ofisin

v/the apologetic of one's own;personalitestimony,




According te:Bernard Ramm
Varieties of Christian Apologetics

s Systems Stressing/INatural Theology.
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Characteristics of
Systems Stressing/Naturalilheology

via robust faith in'the rational/powers of the mind.to!findthe
truth’about religion

v'an effort to ground faith initheiempirical foundations

Characteristics of
Systems Stressing/Naturalilheology

via belief.that thelimago Deil(imagelof God.iniman) was
weakened but not seriously;damaged by.the Fallland:sin

vireligious propositions enjoyithe!same. kind of verification
that scientific assertions!do




According te:Bernard Ramm
Varieties of Christian Apologetics

s> Systems Stressing/Revelation

Abraham Kuyper
(1837-1920)




Characteristics of
Systems Stressing Revelation
viconviction thatifaith precedes understanding

vionce we'do believe, welarelto/seekiunderstanding as
comprehensively as we.can

Characteristics of
Systems Stressing Revelation

v‘human depravity/has madehuman!reason; asiit,functions
within'a depraved:soul untrustworthy.

v truth'in' religion must suffernoldilution




TESTING &

CHRISTIANITYS *
TRUTH
CLAIMS

Gordon R. Lewis

Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

s Pure Empiricism

* Rational Empiricism

¢ Rationalism

¢ Biblical Authoritarianism
% Mysticism

¢ Verificational Approach




Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

% Pure Empiricism

y

J. Oliver, Buswell
(1895-1977) M 4
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Characteristics of
Pure Empiricism
v examines observable evidence
v'mind is a blank tablet (tabula rasa)
v uses induction

v'no claim is shown to be true beyond a high deg'rée of

probability

Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

* Rational Empiricism




Stuart i’Hackett
(1925520029
N

Characteristics of
Rational Empiricism

v truth of Christianity can be conclusively proven

v/ mind brings with it to the investigation certain 'built-in"
principles which make valid conclusions certain




Characteristics of
Rational Empiricism

v with these principles the mind systematizes its
experiences and draws necessary conclusions

v’ a true conclusion coheres with the mind's categories and

y

the facts of experience

Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

%+ Rationalism




Characteristics of
Rationalism

v agrees with Hackett that the mind has principles, of:
reasoning ‘programmed in"

v disagrees with Hackett that the starting point of.thought is
objective experience
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Characteristics of
Rationalism

v "Any attempt to discover objective facts without,an
interpretative principle is pressed to the logical extreme of
skepticism." [Gordon R. Lewis, Testing Christianity's Truth
Claims (Chicago: Moody Press, 1976), 37]

v/ scientific knowledge about reality is not possibl;e‘

Characteristics of
Rationalism

v/ Rather, the interpretive system that gives the most
consistent system is true.

v Everyone comes to the evidence with presuppositions.

y




Characteristics of
Rationalism

v Existence of God and the truth of the Bible are
fundamental axioms necessary to all thought about
Christianity.

v/ Starting with these, one can deduce a cons:stent sSystem
of philosophy with the certainty of logical sy/loglsms

Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

«»» Biblical Authoritarianism




Characteristics of
Biblical Authoritarianism

v/ Begins with the presupposition of the triune God.and the
truth of Scripture.

v/ They are not justified by their consistency.or.confirmation

by facts. {

’
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Characteristics of
Biblical Authoritarianism

v/ Only by starting with these presuppositions can.one
interpret facts according to their true meaning.

v/ In principle there is no epistemological common: ground
with those who start thinking from non-Christian

assumptions. (

Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

% Mysticism
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[Earl E. Barrett
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Earl E. Barrett

Characteristics of
Mysticism

v/ "The case for Christianity ... is more significant,from
internal and immediate experience of God Himself.*

v/ "No argument is considered convincing until a.person has
a unique, personal encounter with God."* )

¥
*[Lewis, Testing, p. 37, 38]
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Accordingito Gordon Lewis
Testing Christianity’'s Truthi€laims

4

¢ Verificational Approach




Characteristics of the
Vericational Approach

v/ Treats Christianity's truth-claims as scientific hypothesis to
be verified by man's total experience

v/ "The hypothesis that can consistently account;for. both
internal and external data with the fewest difficulties is
true."

*[Lewis, Testing, p. 38]
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Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakerEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

s Classical

s Evidential

s Experiential

¢ Historical

¢ Presuppositional

Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakerEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

s» Classical




A
Anseli Thomas Aquinas John Locke
(1033:1109)} 83 (1225:1274) (1632-1704)
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C\S. Lewis NormaniGeisler John Gerstner
(1898-1963) (1932,2019) (1914-1996)

R. G&Sproul Peten Kreeft W iliamLane Craigs J. P. Moreland
(1939:2017) . s 09

Characteristics of Classical Apologetics

vitwolbasic'steps supporting truth of.Christianity: theistic
arguments, evidentiallarguments

v'theistic arguments establish the truth of.theismiapart,from
special revelation

v'logical inference drawn from the existence of God to the
possibility of miracles
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Characteristics of Classical Apologetics
viargument'from miracles essential to the second step

v‘also historical evidences are amassed. to substantiate.the
New Testament

v New Testament is used to'show who Jesus is

Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakerEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

> Evidential
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a'g_dJRamm Josh McDowell
(191@&992.)

Characteristics of Evidential Apologetics
vioverlapsiwith Classical approach in the use of evidences

viless stress on the logicalpriority of theism toiother:
evidences

v sometimes uses evidence of miracles as evidence of God
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Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakeriEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

s Experiential

“ Y. i
Meister Eckhart Eriedrich:Schleiermacher

12601328 S Ti7es 1834

o
RudolphfBultmann
41884-1976




Characteristics of Experiential Apologetics

viappeals!primarily; ifinot exclusively:to experience as
evidence for the Christianifaith

v experiences.can range from religious experience.in
general to mystical experience

Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakerEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

+» Historical
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Tertulhan
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John Wwick Montgomery

Characteristics of Historical Apologetics
vigenerally/focuses on historical evidence

v‘more of a logical orderiofithe evidence than one findsiin
evidentialism (viz., claims:from Scripturelestablishing
theism; Bible is'the Word of God; Christ is the unique Son
of God)
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Accordingito Norman Geisler
BakerEncyclopedia of Christian Apologetics

¢ Presuppositional

Revelational
Presuppositionalism
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Corpelius V_an 1L John Frame ' \ Greg Bahnsen

‘ 89581987,

1948-1995

Characteristics of Revelational
Presuppositionalism

vione must posit the Triune.God and'Scripture before any.
sense can be made of anything else

v'referred to as a transcendental argument
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Rational
Presuppositionalism

%
N
RCarl F. H. Henry,
" (1913-2003)"
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Characteristics of Rational
Presuppositionalism
vialso begins with God'and/the Scriptures
v'but the test is the logical law of non-contradiction

Systematic Consistency.
Presuppositionalism




~(192612016)
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Characteristics of Systematic Consistency.
Presuppositionalism

via true system must be'rationally consistent

V"It must comprehensivelyjtake into.account all facts

*[Norman L. Geisler, Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics (Grand Rapids: Baker,Books;:1999), s:v.,Apologetics,iTypes of," 41-
44]
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Practical
Presuppositionalism

P

(L‘l ,
FranmsSchaeffer
(91251984
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Characteristics of Practical
Presuppositionalism

vifalse systems are unlivable

v'only Christianity is livable
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Williar Lane Craig
The Evidential Method
Gary R Habermdas
The Cumulative Case Method
Paul D Feinberg

The Presuppositional Method
Jobr ML Frame
The Reformed
Epistemological Method
Kelly James Clark

= Steven B. Cowan

General Editor
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According teiSteven B: €owan

Five Views on Apologetics
s Classical Method

s Evidential Method

s Cumulative Case Method

s Presuppositional Method

s Reformed Epistemological Method
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According toiSteven B: €owan

Five Views on Apologetics
s Classical Method

P o -
Norman’GelsIer WiIqu’m:I;rane Craig
(193282019) s




Characteristics of the Classical Method
v'uses natural theology;to.establishitheism

v moves to a presentation'ofithe historical.evidences for the
deity. of Christ, the trustworthiness of Scripture, etc. to
show that Christianity isithe bestiversion of theism, as
opposed to ... Judaism and Islam.**

*[Steven B. Cowan, ed. Five Views on Apologetics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000), 15]

According teiSteven B: €owan
Five Views on Apologetics

«» Evidential Method




Wolfhart Pannenberg Clark§RPinnock
(1928-2014) (1937:20110)
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JohniWarwick Montgomery

Characteristics ofithe EvidentialMethod
v'characterized as the ‘one-step" approach
v admits to the legitimacy;ofithe miracles-to-God argument

v tends to focus chiefly.onithe "legitimacy:of:accumulating
various historical and other. inductivelarguments for.the
truth of Christianity."*

*[Cowan, ed. Five Views, p. 16]




According toiSteven B: €owan
Five Views on Apologetics

*» Cumulative Case Method
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Characteristics ofithe Cumulative/Case
Method

v "does not conform to thelordinary pattern of deductive or
inductive reasoning.*:

v'seeks to supplement the primarily: historical approach!of:
Evidentialism with additional evidence

*[Cowan, ed. Five Views, quoting Basil Mitchell, The Justificationiof Religious Belief.(NewaYork: OxfordiUniversity, Rress;1981), p..18]

Characteristics ofithe Cumulative/Case
Method

v maintains that evidentialists will not object to the
supplementations that{the! Cumulative Case approach
makes.




According toiSteven B: €owan
Five Views on Apologetics

s Presuppositional Method
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Characteristics ofithe Presuppositional
Method
v "Due to the noetic effects of sin, presuppositionalists
usually: hold that there isinot enough.common. ground

between believers and:unbelieversithat would:allow,
followers of the ... [other] methods to.accomplish their

goals."*

*[Cowan, ed. Five Views, p. 18]

Characteristics ofithe Presuppositional
Method

v Apologetics must start'with, the truth of Christianity:

v Unless the truth of Christianity (triunesGod, authority, of.
Scripture) is presupposed; nothing.can be known at;all.




Characteristics ofithe Presuppositional
Method
v Christianity makes provingiand knowing possible.
v Christianity.is transcendentally necessary.

According teiSteven B: €owan
Five Views on Apologetics

s Reformed Epistemological Method




George Mavrodes Nicholasp\\olterstorff
12009) (1926-20119)

%

Kelly James Clark

Characteristics of the'Reformed
EpistemologicallMethod

v Rejects the widespreadiassumption that; all.our beliefs
must be subjected to the:criticism of reason.

v'Rejects that widespread assumptionithat if a belief is
unsupported by evidence of some Kkind, that/beliefiis
irrational.

46



Characteristics of the.Reformed
EpistemologicallMethod

v Thus, the approach challenges the "evidentialist”
assumptions.

v'Opts rather for the notionithat one.can be justified!in
believing certain things for.which there'is no'evidence.
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RobertyM: Bowman
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FAITH HAS %
I'TS REASONS

AN INTEGRATIVE APPROACH
FO DEFENDING CHRISTIANITY

_ AN Ar!ﬂ.be:ncs
A HANDBOOK

KENNETH D. BOA |

AND ROBERT M. BOWMAN JR.
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Faith
Has Its Reasons

Kenneth D. Boa
& Robert M. Bowman Jr.

Kenneth D. Boa

& Robert M. Bowman Jr.
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According to Kenneth Boa/Bowman
Faith Has lts Reasons

s Classical (rationalistic) = Apologetics as Proof
s Evidential (empirical) = Apologetics as Defense

*» Reformed (authoritarian) = Apologetics as Offense

s Fideism = Apologetics as Persuasion
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