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Historical Roots
of Evidentialist
flpologetics

Defending Against;Deism:
William Paley
and Natural Theology




NATURAL THEOLOGY:
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OF THE DEITY,
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William Paley HILADELPI
(1743-1805) e sl i
¢ ; 1802,

Paley bequeathed to
subsequent generations of
both protagonists and

antagonists his now famous
"watchmaker” argument.




In crossing a heath, suppose |
pitched my foot against a
stone, and were asked how
the stone came to be there; |
might possibly answer, that,
for any thing | knew to the
contrary, it had lain there for
ever: nor would it perhaps be
very easy to show the
absurdity of this answer.

But suppose | had found a
watch upon the ground, and it
should be inquired how the
watch happened to be in that
place; | should hardly think of
the answer which | had before
given, that, for any thing |
knew, the watch might have
always been there.
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Yet why should not this
answer serve for the watch as
well as for the stone? Why is
it not as admissible in the
second case, as in the first?

For this reason, and for no
other, viz. that, when we come
to inspect the watch, we
perceive (what we could not
discover in the stone) that its
several parts are framed and
put together for a purpose,
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e. g. that they are so formed
and adjusted as to produce
motion, and that motion so
regulated as to point out the
hour of the day; ...
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Winding Up Paley's Watch, One
d More Time

By Dr. Fazale Rana December 11, 2008

New Discovery adds to Evidence for Biochemical Design

When | was growing up, it was still common for people to have mechanical waiches
that had to be wound up periodically. Battery-powered, digital waiches were a rare
sight.

This week, | would like to return to the past and revisit an : | wrote on
biochemical evidence for intelligent design. This evidence centers on the discovery of
a protein complex found in cyanobacteria that functions, literally, as a mechanical
watch in both a structural and operational sense

This watch regulates metabolic processes such as nitrogen fixation and
photosynthesis as well as overall gene expression within the cyanobacterial cell in
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Let it suffice to say, that, though
many contemporary apologists
equate the design argument of

Paley with the teleological
argument of Aquinas, they bear
almost nothing in common.

The Rise of the Legal
Witness Model
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Methods of
Discovering Truth

Two Kinds of
Evidentialism:
EpistemologicaliEvidentialism




‘It is wrong,
everywhere,
always, and for
anyone, to believe
anything upon
insufficient
evidence."

’ - .
HWAKSClifford . _—
’ 3 [WAKClifford} Lectures and Essay, 1979, reprinted in Louis P. Pojman, The Theory

\‘ A o} -~ - -
= ofi Knowledge; Classical.and Contemporary Readings, 2" ed. (Belmont: Wadsworth,
(‘1 ﬂ:ts"] 879) 1999)1551]

‘|tlis wrong, What about this

everywhere,
always, and for
anyone, to believe
anything upon s
insufficient What'is the
o evaence.” B tsyfficient evidence”
| for it?

statement?
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It o Epistemological
2 Sl ke
always, and for eld_eta“m
anyone, to believe | ENGthingitoldoiwith)
anything upon thelevidentialismiwe
jpsuicient arelinterestedlinlour
evidence.
—— . study/here!

Two Kinds of

Evidentialism:
Apologetical'Evidentialism
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"It is Wrong,everywhere,

always¥and 'for anyone, to tell
someone.else tobe/ieve

T e P e an

Priority of Fact
and Induction
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Kenneth D. Boa
& Robert M. Bowman Jr.

"Evidentialism is
primarily inductive,
rather. than deductive,
in its logical form."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

L
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"Inductive arguments reason
from as many facts, or data,
as can be mustered to a
conclusion that is shown'to
be supported in some way
by the facts. By contrast,
deductive arguments, such
as those favored in classical
apologetics, reason from as N
few facts, or premises, as
are needed to conclusion
that is shown to follow from \
the_faCtS' RobertiM&Bowman
[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

Probable Character of
Evidentialist Arguments
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The Postmodern
Challenge to Evidentialism
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Kenneth D. Boa
& Robert M. Bowman Jr.
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“In general,

evidentialists make
common cause with
classical apologists

in rejecting outright

the relativism and aq

subjectivism of
postmodernism ...." .

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

RobertIM&Bowman

Critical Use of
Philosophy
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AnaIyticPhiIosop_Lly SpeculativePhiIosop_b_y

concernedlprimarilyAwithkthe
analysisioficonceptsfand
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o A JTAyer
(W1910-1989)

"We mean also to
rule out the
supposition that
philosophy can be
ranged alongside the
existing sciences, as
a special department
of speculative
knowledge."

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth,and, Logic/(New:York: Dover
Publications, 1952), p. 48]

"There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
principle, beyond the
power of science to
give."

[Ayer, Language, p. 48]
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"But, actually, the validity of
the analytic method is not
dependent on any empirical,
much less any metaphysical,
presupposition about the
nature of things. For the
philosopher, as an analyst,
is not directly concerned
with the physical properties
of things. He is concerned
only with the way in which
we speak about them. In
other,words, the
propositions of philosophy

J Ayer are not factual; but linguistic

A" J. in character.*
W1 91 0'_1989) [Ayer, Language, p. 57]

AnaIyticPhiIosop_Lly SpeculativePhiIosop_b_y

concerned|primarilyawithithel Nalsolseeksitolsynthesizelits)
analysisfoffconceptsjand findingslintola

termsfandithelclarificationlofd Mcomprehensiveliewlofiall

reality,
Inlitsimostiextremelforms Mlimaintainsithatiphilosephy,
it{deniesithatiphilosophy; I}EEEEG?
Iimll’@nm ;p@mfl
truthsfaboutireality’
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Kenneth D. Boa
& Robert M. Bowman Jr.

"Evidentialists believe that
miracles, like fulfilled
prophecy, can be used in
the verification of the
supernatural. ... Classical
apologists tend to argue
that one must first
establish the existence of
God in order to render
miracles credible."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]
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"Evidentialists believe that
miracles, like fulfilled
prophecy, can be used in
the verification of the
supernatural. ... Classical
apologists tend to argue
that one must first
establish the existence of
God in order to render

miraclesc-:redible."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]
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&Strengths<

*» Recognizes that probability is unavoidable
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*» Recognizes that probability is unavoidable

“» Appealing methods of inquiry




&Strengths<

*» Recognizes that probability is unavoidable
s Appealing methods of inquiry

+» Stresses the factual evidence

&\Veaknesses«<

+» Assumes the theistic worldview




&\Veaknesses«<

+» Assumes the theistic worldview

s Uses'hidden presuppositions.

&\Veaknesses«<

s Assumes the theistic worldview
s Uses'hidden presuppositions

+» Underestimates . the human factor.




