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Possibility of miracles
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First principles of metaphysics
Foundational elements of thought and reason
The nature of meaning and language
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Historicity;
andlinspiration;
of the'Bible!
Uniqueness|ofiChrist:

Christianity,

lIl. The Truth of Christianity

A. The Historicity of the Bible
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?

B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic

C. What Does Jesus Say About the Bible?
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT

e L 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT
Super ismyvs. is Il. The Existence and Attributes of God
i ke A. Theistic Arguments
1. Cosmological
GOd 2. Teleological (Design)

First principles of physics
Foundational elements of thought and reason
The nature of meaning and language
What it means for a statement to be true
How truth is known

Foundation

B. Philosophical Theology
1. Nature of God
2. God and Creation
I. Philosophical Foundations
A. Classical Empiricism
B. Nature of Reality (Metaphysics)
C. Reality and Knowability of Truth
D. Laws of Logic
E. Argument

Historicity;
andlinspiration|
ofthelBibIe;
Uniqueness|ofiChrist

Christianity,

"The Case for
Inerrancy: A
Methodological
Analysis”

lll. The Truth of Christianity
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life or miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

Ecbedly -‘} Ofln .lWarWiCk

JolwmWanwick Monigomery

Montgomery,
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lll. The Truth of Christianity
A. The Historicity of the Bible
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life or miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
Ch”5t|an|ty C. What Does Jesus Say About the Bible?
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

It should be observed that this third
step in the Classical Model is hardly
distinguishable from the
Evidentialist Model.
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THE New

Testament
DOCUMENTS
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I’UCG
1 91 0- 1"990

p———————
“That Christianity:has
its roots in history.is

emphasized.in'the
(VA S CEIAIES
creeds, which fix the
supreme revelation of:
God at a particular

pointin time when
1910 1‘99@’
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- “Jesus Christ, His only.
Son our'Lord ...
suffered under Pontius
Pilate.* This historical
‘'once-for-all-ness* of
Christianity, which
distinguishesi it from
those religious: and
philosophical systems

“which are not
specially related to'any.
particular time, makes

the reliability of the
writings which purporit
to record this
revelation' a question of

, * first-rate importance.*
E'@\ o R Rl [ENESBrucel  ThelNew: TestamentiDocuments#ArelThey:Reliable2i(Grand

Rapids:WilliamiB-Eerdmans Rublishing; 1988));:8]

y
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The O ver-all

. isfalbasicallygreliable
a7 Historicity of the Bible

liStel)yA
Om the basls of this, we heve

ISUtficienievidenceyobelicverhal Who Is Jesus?
Jesus Christ s Son of Goal.

J@@M&S Chirist teacihes that the ‘Thellnspirationfandss
@ is the Word of God. Inerrancy: of‘the Bible

e S
of God and Christianity is true.  [MASHUULHICRChTiStianity,
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Is the New Testament that we have
today an accurate copy of the
original New Testament?

« Do we have what they wrote? <

This is an historical question involving the
task of examining the reliability of the New
Testament documents with regard'to their
transmission.down to us through history.




Did the events attested to in the
New Testament really happen?

« [s what they wrote true? <

This is an historical question involving the
task of examining corroborating evidence
and judging the plausibility of
eyewitness testimony.
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In many instances, the test
for the truth of a claim will
differ'according to the kind of
thingrabout which the
claim is made.

11
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Different aspects of reality
require different methods of
inquiry and tools of analysis.

— " L‘ * \ , X /I
Qiuestlons of'mathematics
-
stequire methods of inquity.
and tools oﬂanglys
-—"'a'"ﬁprop/rlate for the
/‘mathematlcal aspects

of reality.

S
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Y
Questions of natural science

requiLe/,methQ‘ds o\f-inquiry
_.and tools of‘ana}lysig\
appropriate for th e physical

aspects of re reality-
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Confusion and error can
arise when assumptions from
one aspect masqueraderas a
question’in different aspect.

What if someone argued that the account
could not be historically accurate because it
is impossible for a human to walk on water.

What assumption'is being made?

miraclesgakeynogposSsible

The question of whether miracles are
possible is what kind of question?

14
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philosophical
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o Papyrus <

pl., papyri; paper manuscript made
from the papyrus plant; eitherin the
form as'scrollsi(long sheets rolled onto
stick) or as codices (books)

1/17/2025
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Vellumhor Parchment

.
SEEes
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e L]

SHlextualiVaniants =<

variations or'\wording rotnaiin
differentmantsecripts
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from ther Eatintfor=attwelfthipart2arbeok-hand:
styleroftwritingiusedsin, Eiteranawerks: (as
Opposed torarcursiverstylesdseatinteveryday.
decuments); more. formal,sdeliberate; carerfully
executed letters, sometimestreferred toras
majuscules” (all'.capitals)

CodexdSinaiticus
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o
Oo Mmkuscﬂules cY)

fromither Eatintfor® rather smallﬁ*"a‘sty/e of writing
initiated aboutithe begmnmg.of thel 9th century,
created for'the' productiontoffboeks; more of a
‘running-hand" whichiwas a.medified form of
cursiversecript smallerithansthesunecial style
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Slectionar;
manuscripts containinQHS:e‘L‘e"g“ﬁb@fsfof passages
of Scripturelinpropersequenceiappeinted to be
read on Sundaystand othe“rh,o*/y*d’éys in the

Christiantyear

Epistolary Gucoh
Ephesians 19,20,21 [ttt

Italy, ca.1450 - proptqoupniasitactlajmiu

) 3 uumnm@ﬁ:hggﬁmgﬂyx fu

in 1 :

University of Colorado s
ucim. 2ol lecinife drabole. @
- fambaciaAfaccomgs auclabo
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What Theyb
qute 72

We begin to understand the
integrity of the New
Testament text when we
compare it with other works
of antiquity whose integrity is
seldom called into question.
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We want to see how the New
Testament compares with other
ancient works in two areas:

1. The time-gap between the oldest extant
manuscript and the date of the original writing

2. The number of extant manuscripts

' o - '
The, Importance of. «
the Time;Gap |\,

.

Vo

25
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No original manuscripts of the New
Testament exist since they were made
of material that easily disintegrated.
Copies of the originals were made and
disseminated.

Copies of the copies were made and
disseminated. As older copies
disintegrated, a time-gap began to
appear between the date of the original
composition and the oldest extant copy.

26
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Generally, the narrower the time-gap
between a copy and the date of original
composition, the less one would

suspect that variations had crept in.

Author Written Earliest Copy Time Gap

Homer c. 400 BC c. 400 yrs. 2,200

Herodotus 480-425 BC c. 1,350 yrs. 8
Thucydides 460-400 BC c. AD 900 c 1,300 yrs. 8
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 BC c. 900 AD c. 1,000 yrs. 10

. History of i 4th cent. (partial) . 400 yrs.
Livy Rome 89 BC-AD 17 mostly 10th cent. . 1,000 yrs. 20

Tacitus Annals AD 100 c.AD 1,100 . 1,000 yrs.

. Natural
Pliny History AD 61 -113 . 750 yrs.

Suetonius 20 Ve AD75-160 | c. AD 950 . 800 yrs.
Caesarun
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St. John Fragment

(formerly known as the John Rylands Fragment)

) *first dated to c. 100-150 AD
| *most recently dated to AD 200

*located in the John Ryland
Library of Manchester, England

*oldest known fragment of the
New Testament

 contains fragments of the
gospel of John

 within 110 to 130 years of the

recto verso original
part of John 18:31-33 part of John 18:37-38

St. John Fragment

(formerly known as the John Rylands Fragment)

i) "The Fragment is widely
. regarded as the earliest portion
of any New Testament writing
ever found. It provides us with
invaluable evidence on the
spread of Christianity in the
provinces of the Roman
Empire in the first centuries of
our era.”

[https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/rylands/special-
collections/exploring/guide-to-special-collections/st-john-

recto Vorso fragment/what-is-the-significance/, accessed 08/15/24]

part of John 18:31-33 part of John 18:37-38

1/17/2025
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John Rylands Fragment (P>%?)

John 18:31-33
recto

oi loudai hami[n]
"... the Jews, "For us ..." (v. 31)

oudena hina 6 I[ogos]
"...no one in order
that the saying..." (vv.

4-otloyson HULN R
§——OYAENQ! INOL O AOT'OX

; § EHIJ-(IIN(DN ™ eipen samaina(n]
AHO@NHEKEIN\ *...He said, signifying..."

(v. 32)
> 10 NO n(x l l V@ggt)hnéskein ".die..."

praitorionpalin
"Praetorium" (v. 33)

kali] eip[en] "...and said..."
(v. 33)

[louda]io[n] "...Jews..." (v. 33)

or elided (left out)

John Rylands Fragment (P52)

John 18:37-38

[to]uto yeyennamai verso
... this | was born... (v. 37)

[kos]mon hina mart[draso]

"...world in order

that | should

testify..." (v. 37) -
TOVUTO YEYEVVNLLOIL I

KOZWON INA (LO(PTY PHEQ —{il

ek tas alathelia]

"...of the truth..."—— T
(v. 37) s ahH@Eplsjilxon and kappa——r
[llegei autd /AEFEI OLY'T(1) ——areobscured—

"..said to him.." (v.38) oy TOYTO—————

kai touto
"... and [when he had said OYZ IOYAAIYZ
this ... " (v. 38) 01)88“106\/

tous loudaious "... the Jews ... " \
(v. 38) [oud]emi[an] "... no ... (v. 38)"

1/17/2025
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"Had this little fragment been
known during the middle of the
past [19t1"] century, that school
of New Testament criticism that

was inspired by the brilliant
Tubingen professor, Ferdinand
Christian Baur, could not have
argued that the Fourth Gospel
was not composed until about

the year 160."

[Bruce Metzger, The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission,

Corruption, and Restoration, 2" ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, B ru Ce Metzge r
1968), 39] (1914 2007)

Chester Beatty Papyri
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Chester Beatty Papyri

: : 2h dated early 3rd century AD
dogs L0 - ' . *in the Chester Beatty collection in Dublin,

. R TY R b wrpheny } I I d
axe " s
SR BATRTI 0 AN AR T Rt relan
5 BT Y FOAR T e s e g At ’
TUAPITI Anesbpay T i)

e e e o *part of P46 is owned by the University of

£1 |e>_;— kn oy \-nuv--rnn v e

B ol phciny. @8 Michigan
j ' ' i *major portions of the New Testament
eoriginal codex contained 220 leaves

P45 contains much of the Gospels and
Acts (oldest known)

P46 contains the Pauline Epistles (oldest
known)

+P47 contains Revelation

= - - 4 e} #§ ” CMT Jtn
+ at the Bodmer Library in Geneva, Switzerland ;‘ :},{j;’{ b ,,’;';3,;’,.‘,’.1,.& T::. et : { !

P = - ANTY e ] Cﬂf|v Joli1 & Ml““
* contains 88 papyri manuscripts R o an” | 3

L ey Er FOAEEN

« earliest copies of Luke, Jude, First & Second Peter TR - R i

o b . ! - \,,,.u;mhﬂ " il 57 B
« part of an extensive collection that contains both g i i Ry e RTIAL i)

: kwn\,xt-v“ohl""\ks‘_:f')'(r o WA
Greek and Coptic and both secular and sacred texts S G o mrBp e SATEERT

f i \(“or“(\\l_].'v‘”rl\!\h"\ s
* contains ‘ = g etk AAAT S p i ARSI AR A 1T

p i fere ) eTRIE T ATl
v P% (shown here) - most of the Gospel of John '~ ;'...3 Epe T ’\;:;A"j";;’"’; U
(AD 200) Byl 7 ,.\»qm‘mumv“ iy
. { iy Rt T T B Fivys
v P72 . Jude, the Epistles of Peter, Psalms 33 and f [ 1 ;1.,,,‘ B BRIEE-RAP IR < Rilvwid, B o3
. . O il (l&wt‘ R State -t
34 in Greek (3rd cent.) ! o i Rl s 5
¥ | - ‘;. pl 3 ) U7 3 cb
v P74 - Acts virtually complete and the General 1§ l G 41 :L::‘fa:m::‘:‘ e 1‘1 1
Epistles (James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude) \ Lt
in fragmentary form (6th or 7th cent.) & b ,‘“:fj “WA'; M; r»? PR
’ W } ' § 4
v' P75 - most of Luke and John (2nd or 3rd cent.) ‘ ; “'gaﬂ‘ il “fx'ﬁ.‘:?ﬁ} :

TN u?

Nt ot At

{70 Rt -oE EIAR Y 8l £ rit
< i
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Codex Vaticanus (B)

AD 325-350

* in the Vatican Library, Rome, ltaly

» 759 extant folios (first twenty
original folios are missing; a part of
folio 178, and ten folios after fol.
348)

« contains most of the Bible (except
most of Gen., Heb. 9:14 to the
end, the Pastoral Epistles,
Revelation

[http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-b.html, accessed 08/15/24]
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Codex Sinaiticus

AD 340

ERIRF YISO T

*oldest complete New Testament in
existence e
*named after the Monastery of Saint : ‘T".m
Catherine, Mount Sinai, where it had
been preserved until the middle of the
nineteenth century

*400 leaves

O ORI C A
PRRAL A
FRIVI 1y
B

*leaves measure 380 mm x 345 mm (15
inches x13.5 inches)

AT AR
2 pridt mr«ﬁw
e N O

[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 08/15/24]
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«in four institutions

v'the British Library (principle portion of
347 leaves)
v'the Library of the University of Leipzig
(43 leaves)
v'the National Library of Russia in Saint ot
Petersburg (parts of six leaves ) ,;"“‘*f;
v'the Holy Monastery of the God-

Trodden Mount Sinai (Saint

Catherine’s) (further portions)

AT AR PO T

.u.N{'!uM a

NocrA
NORMARYIE |u-
1 oY

[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 08/15/24]
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Codex Sinaiticus

scontains
v'The entire New Testament

v'The number of the books in the New _ i
Testament in Codex Sinaiticus is the ; '.;-,;,,':“‘: i '_“‘“‘M'- i
same as that in modern Bibles in the
West, but the order is different.

v'The Letter to the Hebrews is placed
after Paul's Second Letter to the
Thessalonians, and the Acts of the
Apostles between the Pastoral and 4
General Epistles. G e

« Nh?‘ TS OAL B

SRy
]

A . 'ﬂmeﬂj T

hNatior
ny
1l

3 Il{
https://codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/content.aspx, accessed 08/15/24] : iy :.. Shriaraiel Y

» contains

v'half of the Old Testament, i.e., the ; :
Septuagint (missing Genesis — 1 o e R e
Chronicles) i : it
v'OT Apocrypha (2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Ry b..‘f:::,:f.m..,

AP TTORL AR
£ ISERNHMCHAIY i

1 & 4 Maccabees, Wisdom and “’ oA T o
Sirach) ' i

v'two early Christian texts (an epistle by : o R RO
an unknown writer claiming to be the rAMhSEomE SRREIINS i

IOC P ARSIy
HOY UMM AR (A

Apostle Barnabas; The Shepherd of _'_"_'.' TS, W i |
Hermas) 4

ERLAFYHI IO 7= FYTOICCRIYEIAS SO AOYR T PRI o
KA AT 1 TERMNAMTYTOH O™ R L SLL ] L ‘ "" L
sl YL b

PR
TORI TR CF RO
»

AR BTN P T T CE1a e
[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 08/15/24] ASER X N & .u’ﬁ?ﬁ)ﬁ..‘. Nngarr
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Codex Alexandrinus (A)

AD 450

* in the British Library
+ earliest known location was Alexandria, Egypt

* It contains the entire Greek Bible, except
Matthew 1:1 through 25:6, John 6:50 through
8:52, and 2 Corinthians 4:13 through 12:6.

» some early Christian writings including the
first Epistle of Clement, and the second
Epistle of Clement up to 12:4.

» 773 leaves (originally 822) are thin vellum, 12
3/4 inches high by 10 inches broad

[http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-a.html, accessed 08/15/24]

» Each page has two columns of 49 to 51 lines.
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Codex Bezae

receives its name from Theodore

Beza, the friend and successor of

John Calvin

the University of Cambridge,

obtained it as a gift from Beza in

1581

text is Greek and Latin

10 x 8 inches

contains:

v the Gospels with select verses
missing in the order of Matthew,
John, Luke, Mark (only Luke is
complete)

v" Acts

v afew Latin verses of 3 John

-
2

:

fodoriotn
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“The interval then
between the dates of
original composition

and the earliest
extant evidence
becomes so small as

to be in fact

negligible,
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“and the last
foundation for any
doubt that the
Scriptures have
come down to us
substantially as they
were written has now
been removed.

“Both the
authenticity and the
general integrity of

the books of the New
Testament may be
regarded as finally
established."”

[iihe: Bible:and Archeology: (New: York: Harper & Row, 1940), 288ff.]

f

Sir Frederic Kenyon
(1863-1952)

f

Sir Frederic Kenyon
(1863-1952)
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THE New

Testament
DOCUMENTS

4' ruce
(1910- 1*99@

“The evidence for our
New: Testament writings
is'ever'somuch greater

than the evidence for

many; writings: of

classical authors, the
authenticity of which no
one dreams of

questioning.
191 0- 1"99@
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“And. if the New.
Testament were
collection of 'secular
writings, their
authenticity. would
generally:beregarded as
beyond: all doubt.=

‘helNewiTestamenti DocumentsiArerTheyiReliable? (Grand Rapids:
WilliamiBS Eerdmans  Rublishing;#1988); 15
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i :;i
The morelmanusecriptsiwelhave

of a document,therbetterwerare
ablelto cross-checkevariant

readings:in orderto reconstruct
the original reading.

AV aaie
Sadh o & '
The'scienceloficomparing
variantireadingsrinicopiesiof-an
ancient.documentiin;order. to
ascertain theioriginal.reading is

called textual criticism.
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"A variant is simply the
difference in wording found
in a single manuscript or
group of manuscripts (either
way, it's still only one
variant) that disagrees with
a base text. ... The
estimates today are closer
fo 400,000."

[Daniel B. Wallace, "The Number of Textual Variants: An Evangelical
Miscalculation," https://danielbwallace.com/2013/09/09/the-number-of-
textual-variants-an-evangelical-miscalculation/, accessed 01/14/22]

,1"

}\

Danlel B". Wallace

Most of the variants are
spelling variatio:?fs.

Most of the spellmg

variations are the

He

movable v (nu).
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alBlible

aj) apple

alBiible
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E€PIEMO AO Cx
A€ ]ﬂ%ﬂg
‘ €U-’2&€2& (@
)\

[ae

Author Written | Earliest Copy | Time Gap

Homer ] c. 400 BC c. 400 yrs.

Herodotus j 480-425 BC c. AD 900 c. 1,350 yrs.
Thucydides } 460-400 BC c. AD 900 c 1,300 yrs.
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 BC c. 900 AD c. 1,000 yrs.

4th cent. (partial) c. 400 yrs.
mostly 10th cent. c. 1,000 yrs.

Tacitus AD 100 c.AD 1,100 c. 1,000 yrs.

Pliny Natural History | AD 61-113 c. AD 850 c. 750 yrs.

. History of
Livy ot 59 BC-AD 17

De Vita

Suetonius o] AD 75 - 160
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Uncials
Minuscules =2;936
Lectionaries 2,453

Totalk: >95851

thelilewlestan
Early Versions

47



LatintVulgater=10,000+
Ethiopic 2,000+
Slavic 4,101
Armenian 2,58
Syriac Pashetta 350
Bohairic 100
Arabic 15

L e S

OldfIEatin®
AngloxSaxon!

Gothic
Sogdian
OldiSyriac
R ER
Erankish
Total

DatristicsQuorations
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48



1/17/2025

“To date, more than one
million quotations of the
NT by the church fathers
have been tabulated.

These fathers come from

as early as the late first
century all the way to the

middle ages."

["An Interview with Daniel B. Wallace on the New Testament Manuscripts,"
http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/03/21/an-interview-with-daniel-b-
8/15/24]

4 gj '*‘: .‘
Daniel.B" Wallace

THE

CEN TERFO HE STUDY
NEWTESTAMENT
MANUSCRIPTS
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The (enter FOR THE STUDY OF
NEW TESTAMENT (Manuscripts

Preserving Ancient New Testament Manuscripts for a Modern World

crion | poxare xow

READ OUR BLOG VIEW FEATURED PROJECTS LEARN ABOUT MANUSCRIPTS
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"Essential Christian
beliefs are not affected
by textual variants in
the manuscript
tradition of the New
Testament.”

[Bart Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the
Bible and Why (New. York: HarperCollings, 2005), appendix, as cited in
Daniel Wallace, “Has the New Testament Been Hopelessly Corrupted?”
in'Stephen B. Cowan and Terry L. Wilder, eds., In Defense of the Bible: A
Comprehensive Apologetic for the Authority of Scripture (Nashville: B&H
Academic, 2013), 161]

Bart Ehrman

A A
Elijakh

1/17/2025
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JOHN D. MEADE & PETER J. GURRY

SCRIBES &
SCRIPTURE

THE AMAZING STORY OF
HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE

Is What They

\Wrote True?
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" Answering the critics
by responding to the
reasons against
believing the
testimony of the New
Testament writers

-y

Making the case by
giving the reasons for
believing the
testimony of the New
Testament writers

——

1/17/2025
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Responding to the Reasons Against

Their claims are too fantastic (for example, that Jesus rose from the dead).
People from the ancient world were not interested in accurate history.

The deity of Christ was the result of a close vote among church leaders
convening at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD.

The Gospels were written much later and cannot be trusted to give an accurate
account of the life of Jesus.

The story of Jesus is more accurately contained within the Gnostic documents
than in the New Testament. These Gnostic documents show a mere human
Jesus.

The writers were reading back into the'life and teachings of Jesus their own
concerns and desires.

There are no extra-biblical (i.e., outside the Bible) references to New Testament
people or events.

= Their claims are

"5 too fantastic (for
Y example, that
Jesus rose from
the dead)
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Whether or not these
types of events (such as
a resurrection) can
occur Is not an historical
question but a
philosophical one.

People from the
ancient world
were not
interested Iin
accurate
history.
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The writings from other
historians show that ancient
people understood the
differences between history
and myth.

This is especially true with the
Hebrew mindset (within which
the New Testament was birthed)
which understood the
sacredness of history.

el ¥

o —
-

John Burrow
(1935-2009)
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“The central concerns—
above all with history as
truth-telling and, at least as
an ideal, as free from
bias—were already very old
ones and, though shaken,
are still in some sense with
us, for those of us for
whom a distinction
between say, history and
imaginative fiction is still
an important one.

“In this view Herodotus
was taking an important
step in distinguishing his
own Histories from the
work of the poets, and
Thucydides, though he may
have judged unfairly, was
invoking relevant criteria
when he sneered by
implication at Herodotus as
belonging with authors less
concerned to tell the truth
than to entertain
the public. ...

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

John Burrow
(1935-2009)
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“Of course, in the history of
historiography zeal for
truth had been a spectrum
rather than an absolute—
truth mattered, fairly
obviously, more to
Polybius than to Livy—but
someone who wholly and
perhaps willfully falls of the
negative end of the scale ...
counts rather as a parodist
or imitator of history."

[A'History of Histories: Epics, Chronicles, Romances
and.Inquiries from Herodotus and Thucydides to the

"Twentieth Century.(New. York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2007),
XiV=XV]

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

The deity of Christ
was the result of a
close vote among
church leaders
convening at the
Council of Nicaea in
325 AD.
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The divinity of Jesus was
affirmed long before
Constantine and the

Council of Nicaea.
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"May/ther Godiaind
Father oftotrEeike
Jesus Christyane
the etermalltligi

Priest himself
[Son of] GodJesls
Christ, builadlyeuRupe
in faith: anditriiths

"God Himself
being manifested
In"human form for

the renewal of
eternal life."

(Epistle to the Ephesians, 19)
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“... the Logos
EHimself, who took
shape, and
became man, and
was called Jesus
Christ ..."

(First Apology 5)

“..the Father of
the universe has a
Son; who being
the logos and

First-begotten is
also God"

(First Apology 63:15)

1/17/2025
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nettactias fools,
©XGieeksYnorutter idle
\Whenwe
Appelipecelthat God was
inktheXform: of a
mans

( ttps‘.r//en.Wikisouree.org/wiki/‘Amte-ih‘§jEéthers/VoIume_lI/Address_to_the_Greeks,
OB/16/24)
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TWIN BROUKS SERIES
TWIN BROOKS SERIES

THE

APOSTOLIC
FATHERS

Joseph'Barber Lightfoot .

Translated and Edited (1 828-1 889)
by J. B. LIGHTFOOT

DR. ‘HI MAN
% p

THEOLOGY

VOLUME TWO
GOD

v 1 BIBI CREATION

. NCRMAN
1 1
\LF R

| - Doy
; IIII ()]()(1\ [ill()]()(;\
xs ®

Norman L Gelsler JOLUMEFOUR
(1932:20119) CHURCH

pr— SALVATION LAST THINGS

63



1/17/2025

DR NORMAN
GEISLER

VOLUMETWO

r'.f GOD
Norma" = Gelsler ‘
(1932L2019) CREATION

-

Destroyer

O[‘ the
1

Larry W. Hurtado
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"Christianity did not
become successful
through Constantine
giving it imperial
approval. Instead,
Constantine adopted
Christianity because it
had already,become so

sue’eess-ful (ﬁ.’é,spite
__eadw ie refforts to
destroy the¥moyement.”

[Destroyer of the Gods: Early Christian Distinctives
in the Roman World (Waco: Baylor University
Press, 2017), 5]

LORD JESUS
CHRIST

LARRY "W. 'HURTADO

1/17/2025
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How on Ea'rth.'.

Historica
Questions
about
Earliest

CONCILIVM

NICAENVM-1
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convened June 19, 325
considered the First Ecumenical'€ouncil

convened by the Roeman Emperor
Constantine in Nicaea in Bithynia (now
|znik, Turkey)

around 300 church leaders present

Arnias (Whelregarded Jesus as a
suberdinate’god and of a similar
substance! (0[lotoveLog, /
hemoiousies) to'the Father)

Athanasius (Whoe'regarded Jesus
as co-equal and of the same

¥ substance (ou@oveLog /

¥ homeousios) as the Father)
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There was no "vote" on the deity. oft Christ.

The Bishops were asked to sign'the final

conclusion of the council—whichraffirmed

the full deity of €hrist—and only 2 out of
the 300 or so refused.

This is far from the “close vote" that The Da
Vinci Code claims.

Conclusions

v All the church fathers before Nicaea
acknowledged the deity of Christ.

v The church fathers often defended the
deity of Christiagainst the heresies that
denied it.

v Nicaea formalized what the Chureh
already believed and was defending.
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The Gospels were
written much later
and cannot be
frusted to give an
accurate account
of the life ofiJesus.

The four Gospels of the
New Testament were
attested to long before
Constantine and Nicaea.
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% Epistle of Barnabas (c. 70-79)
¢ Didache (c. 70-130)
% Papias (c. 70-163) Interpretation of the

Oracles of the Lord

% Josephus' Antiquities (93-94)
% Clement of Rome (c. 95-97) Epistle to the

Corinthians

% Epistles of Ignatius (c. 110-117)

¢ Irenaeus (c. 130-202) Against Heresies
s Marcion (c. 140)

% Origen (AD 185-254) Homily on Luke
% Muratorian Canon (late 2nd Century)

Some scholars give the

four Gospels relatively

early dates, even within
the first century.
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John AT
Robinson

REDATING
THE NEW
TEST0%E

JohpyWalvoord W TESTAMENT Roy/B.\Zuck
@€10-202) (1932-2013)
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THE NEW
STAMENT

BART D. EHRMAN

OXFORD

ANSWERSorve QUESTIONS
EVERYONE'S ASKING

Bart D. Ehrman

1/17/2025
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"The Nicene Creed
puts iniprecise
philesophicaliand
theological
language what had
been expressed in
more general terms
for years. It also
affirmed which texts
taught such views.

"What is more, the
fouzgospels
hlghllghted a %"IS
counc:l had been
solidly established
and recognized in
these communities
for more than a
century before

Nicaea.

Darrell"L. Bock 4

Darrell"L. Bock 4
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"The vote at Nicaea,
rather than
establishingjthe
church's beliefs}
affirmed and
officially recognized
what was already
the church’s
dominant view."

[Breaking the Da Vinci Code: Answers to the
Questions Everyone's Asking (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson Publishers, 2004), 102]

1/17/2025

\ Darrell L Bock @

The story of Jesus is
more accurately
contained within the
Gnostic documents than
in the New Testament.
These Gnostic
documents show a mere
human Jesus.
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The gnostic documents
are later than the New
Testament. They show a
cosmic non-human
Jesus.

W
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“An absolute gold mine of the literature of Gnosticism.”
—Los Angeles Times

TrE NAG
HAMMADI
LIBRARY

THE DEFINITIVE TRANSLATION
OF THE GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES
COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME

JaAMES M. RoBINSON

GENERAL EDITOR

i,
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he Hammadl documengts were

, ls‘t%ve’r;ed byp Wuhammad Ali ln 1 945 in

. Waicave ini the Egyptian desert’

® They arer8th Century.
Coptic translations of
original'Greekidocuments
dating fromithe 279 to the
4'h Centuries.
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*They conslist of twelve
codices (books) and eight
leaves'from a thirteenth.

& Thererare,fifty-two
separateitractates.
Eliminating duplication,
this amountsito forty-five
separate!titles.
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- Codex i

ilhelApocryphonfofiJohn

The Gospel of Thomas

The Gospel of Philip

The Hypostasis ofithefArchons

On the Origin of the! World

The Exegesis on the Soul

The Book of Thomas the Contender

- Codex VI

ilihe Acts of Peterandithe Twelve Apostles
Tihe Thunder, Perfect Mind
Authoritativefileaching

The Concept of OurGreatiPower
Republic by Plato (588A - 589B)

The Discourse on the Eighth and Ninth
The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Asclepius 21-29

1/17/2025
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P— . —

SThough theyfare sometimes
called “secretis documents, the
texts were'no “secret.” Their
content has'been known from
the critical v‘vritings of the
Church Fathers of the 2nd to
4th Centuries.

P— . -~

Nevertheless; the find does let
usi hear'the views set forth by
those who held them.

The teachings'ofithe documents
are a combination of Christian
themes and Gnosticism.
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Eor this reason, they are often
referred torasithe Gnostic
Gospels o Gnostic writings:

However, onlyifive of theiforty-
five works are in any since of
the term 'gospels.’

- . -~

& Other Coptic Gnostic
documents have also been
found apart fromi the Nag
Hammadi"documents that are
sometimes gn‘ouped together
with them in translations (e.g.,
The Gospel of Mary; discovered
in 1896.)

1/17/2025
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The term ‘gnosticism’
comes from the Greek
word yvootlc ' (gnosis)
meaning ‘knowledge.’
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It'refers to a religious
movement which began to
flourish toward the end of

or soon after the
apostolic era.

The movement taught that
one isisaved, not because
of'any atoning work of a
Savior, but through a
secret knowledge.
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Some Tenets of
Gnosticism

The Trle God is a pure, immaterial
fullness of'light, removed from'the
creation.

TThe material world is evil and is not a
subject of ultimate redemption in the
end.




1/17/2025

A substitute, noet Jesus, was the one
who suffered on the cross:

All of this is "secret"—a mystery.

Knowledgge is self-knowledge, not
Knowledge eentering in Jesus.

What exactly.do.these
so-called “Gnostic
Gospels” say?




Some of the material'is
quite incoherent.

.’ ‘

~Jesus'said ‘Blessed
is he who'came into
being before he'came
into being.™

(The Gospel of Thomas, 19)

1/17/2025
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B -

N[His disciples] said tol[Jesus]; ‘Shall weithen, as

children, enter the kingdom?*' Jesus said to them,
iWhen'you makeitheitwo one; and . when you make

thelinside'like the'outside'and the outside like the
inside, and thelabovellike the'below, andiwhen you
make the male and the'female one and the. same, so

that the male not be malelnor'the female, female;
and when you fashion ej}es in place of an'eye, and a
hand in placelof a hand,;and a foot in place of a foot,

and a likeness in place of a likeness; then will you

enter [the kingdom]."™

(The Gospel of Thomas, 22)

Thus; it is difficult to glean a
consistent picture of anything in
the documents, though many of

the teachings fall within a
Gnostic world view.
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There'is a distinction between
the Living Jesus and the fleshly
Jesus, the latter alone being the

one who was crucified.

- - -

dlisaw him apparently’being seized by them. And |
said, 'What am |’ seeing;;© Lord? Is it really you
whomithey/take?’Andiarelyou holding on to me?
And are’they. hammeringithe feet and hands of;
another?2 Wholisithisionelabove the cross, who'is
glad and'laughing?*“ilihefSavior'said to me, ‘He
whomiyou saw being gladfand'laughing above the
cross is the Living Jesus. But he into'\whose hands
and feet they are drivingithe nails'is his fleshly part,
which is the substitute.*"

(Apocalypse of Peter 81:4-21)
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.’ ‘

 “ltwas another ... who drankithe gall'and the
vinegar; it was not |. Theyistruck me with the reed; it
wasianother, Simon;\who!bore the cross on his
shoulderfitiwas anotherupon'whom they placedithe
crown ofithorns: Butiliwasirejoicingiin the height!::.
over their error .. /And lRwasilaughing at their,
ignorance-*

(Second Treatise of the Great Seth 56:6-19)

Interestingly, compare
this to'the Quran.
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\.9=Sura4158°@ / \

‘mighty and Wlse’ "

The'true identity of'the
Gnostic Jesus seems to
reside In hisitranscendence
apart from his incarnation.
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.’ ‘

#l'am the one who was sent down'in
the body because of the seed which
had falleniaway”And I came down
into their mortalimold. But'they did
not recognize mej they'were thinking

of me that | was'a mortal man."
(The Letter of Peter to Philip, 136:16-23)

The Gnostic Jesus is
presented as an exalted
being and an.associate of the
ineffable one.
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tfami Jesus!€hristythelSon ofiManwholistexaltedl
labove the heavens, O'perfect andlincorruptiblelones,
because of thelincorruptible and perfect mystery andithe
ineffablelone: Butitheyithinkithat we decreed them
before thelfoundationiofithesworld in'order that, when we
emerngetfrom thelplacesiof theiworld, we may: present
thereithe'symbolstoflinconruption fromitherspiritual union
unto knowledge: Youi (pl3)ideinetiknow: itibecause the
fleshly cloud overshadowshyou: Butilalone amithe friend
of Sophia. | have been infithefbesom of the father from
the beginning, in the place ofithe sons of the truth, and
the Greatness. Rest theniwithime, my: fellow spirits and
my brothers, for ever.

(The Second Treatise of the Great Seth, 69:22-70:11)

The Gnostic'Jesus seemingly
had little regard for women.
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uSimon Peter said to them,:Let Mary

leave us, forwomen are not worthy
L of life.*Jesus s]aid ‘| myself shall

lead her in orderto make her male;

so that she toormay become a living
spirit resemblinglyou males. For

every woman who'will make herself

male will enter the kingdom of
heaven.™
(The Gospel of Thomas, 114)

“['am Christ, thelSon of Manythe one)
Sfrom youl(pl.) who'is among you. | am
despised for yoursake, in order that you

. .
yourselves mayiforget the difference.
And do'not becomel female, lest you give
birth to evil and (its)ibrother: jealousy.
and division, angerand wrath; fear and a
divided heart, andiempty, non-existent
desire. But | am an ineffable mystery to
you."

(The Second Treatise of the Great Seth, 65:19-33)
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The Gnostic Jesus seemingly
had little regard for
humanisexuality..

s —
*Then the savior continued,
saying, ... “Woe to you (pl.)
who love intimacy with
womankind andipolluted

intercourse with them!*
(The Book of Thomas the Contender, 144.9)
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- - -
“But the Son ofiMan [came] forth from
Imperishability/[being]lalien to defilement. He came
[toithe]jworldiby.the Jordan river, and immediately
thelJordani[turned] back:/And John'bore witness to
the [descent] of Jesus® Eor'it istThe.who saw. the
[power]iwhichicameldown Uponithe Jordan river; for
he knew!thatithe dominion'of carnal procreation had
come to an end:. The Jordan'river is the power ofithe
body, that is, the senses! of'pleasures. The water of:
the Jordan is the desire for sexual intercourse. John
is the archon of the womb.*

(The Testimony of Truth, 30:19-31:6)

The Gnostic'Jesus seemingly
had little regard for decency
although thei/language could

be metaphorical for the
physical body.
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- - -

& “His disciples said, '‘When will'you
become revealeditoirus and when shall
weisee you 2 Jesus said, ‘When you
disrobe without being ashamed and take
up'your garmentsiand placeithem under
your feet like littlelchildren and tread'on
them, then [will you see] the son of the
living one, and you will not be afraid.**

(The Gospel of Thomas, 37)

- - -

& Conclusion

The evidence shows! that traditional view of

the deity of JesusiJesusisibothihuman
and divine) predates! the later gnostic view
of Jesus (Jesus was not human)).
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L -l —_—
<« Theloverwhelmingtevidence indicates

that the writings of the New Testament,
which are earlierthan the Gnostic
writingsrand whichrwere written either by
eye-withesses or those closely.
associated with eye-witnesses, give a
much more accurate portrayal of who
Jesus was than the Gnostic writings:

- - —
NWhat IS more, theviews of the first

generatlon of Christians as contained in
their extensive wrltlngs corroborateithis
same portrayalleftdesusiand stand in

stark contrast to these Gnosticiwritings.
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R el
X Last while'ther Gnestic documents paint
a plcture of a metaphysmal Jesus, the
NEWA S EEI shows that Jesus was
both' Ged'and man; God incarnate; ene
person withi twolnatures:

The writers were
reading back into
the life and
teachings of
Jesus their own
concernsiand
desires.
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The presence of irrelevant
material, the lack of
relevant material, and the
presence of
counterproductive material
indicate that the writers
were not merely. reading
back into the life of Jesus.

The presence of irrelevant
UEICHE
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If the disciples or the early
church invented the story of
Jesus Christ, why would the

story include elements that were
unimportantito them?

sl

N )

;', 03 J
Jesus' Sabbath

controversies with
the Pharisees"
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Jesus’ attitude of :
favor toward Israel.

7

vestsausesiofgthe

Plhireses “IKingekenmn
e Geel” ane/

D “Sein e M@@
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the lack of
relevant material

If the disciples or the early
church invented the story of
Jesus Christ, why would the

story not include elements that
were importantito them?
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There is*nothing on ¢/

food'laws such as 4"’
‘eatingsmeat

sacrificed to«idols.”|

e
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the
presence of
counterproductive material

If the disciples or the early
church invented the story of
Jesus Christ, why would the

story include elements that were
counterproductive to the
spreading of the message?
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“In"some co&utexts it would hiavie been

an lmpelo‘lment to spreadin A‘é] t'h'e‘

message of; the Gospel totell of the

women a}the gtomb. (cf. 1 Cor 15)

There are no
extra-biblical (i.e.,
outside the Bible)
references to New
Testament people

or events.
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™ There are extra-biblical
references to New
Testament people
and events.

PENGUIN i:._|| LASSICS
TACITUS

THE ANNALS OF
IMPERIAL ROME
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er human resources, nOr Imperial muniticence, nor appease=

ment of the gods, eliminated sinister suspicions that the fire had been

instigated. To suppress this rumour, Nero fabricated scapegoats — and

punished with every refinement the notoriously depraved Christians
(as they were popularly called). Their originator, Christ, had been
executed in Tiberius’ reign by the governor of Judaea, Pontius Pilatus.!

But in spite of this temporary setback the deadly superstition had

broken out afresh, not only in Judaea (where the mischief had started)

but even in Rome. All degraded and shameful practices collect and

PENGL |\['j: LASSICS
SUETONIUS

THE TWELVE CAESARS |

,,,f =

RomanlHistorianiSuetonius
(C. AD'69-126)
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tion of their faults. In granting the Trojans, as tounders of the Roman
race, perpetual exemption from tribute, he supported his act by read-
ing aloud an ancient letter written in Greek to King Seleucus, from
the Senate and People of Rome, with a promise of loyal friendship on
condition that Seleucus should ‘keep their Trojan kinsfolk free from
all imposts’. Because the Jews at Rome caused continuous disturbances

I — e ——— e —————S———

at the instigation of Chrestus,’ he expellcd them from the city. When

B T — ...._ s r— S ———

the German envoys first visited the Theatre, they took their seats
among the common people, but, noticing the Parthian and Armenian

tion of their faults. In granting the Trojans, as founders of the Seffi:
race, perpetual exemption from tribute, he supported his«€f by read-
ing aloud an ancient letter written in Greek to K Seleucus, fromr
the Senate and People of Rome, with a propa#€ of loyal friciidship on
condition that Seleucus should ‘keepsi€ir Trojat kinsfolk freg fserT |
alllmposts Because th_c__Lcws ROme catised continyowst sturbanccs

hes
{hem = the Jews

the German envoys first vnsxted the Theatre, ¢ they ook thcu' seats
among the common people, but, noticing the Parthian and Armenian
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Saherexpelled
themifromithelcity*

ciVActshl8=lE2 v Afterithese

. e s e g—— S e — W P . y th|ngs Paul departed from
g e e o we e e w e o oy - ‘Athensiandiwentito
- o T 2 B wE . e o -/ : Corinth-"Andiheifoundia

- . ‘ centainfdewinamedrAquilas
@ 4 bornliniPontusiwholhad

# s Because the Jews at Rome caused contintiou recently/come from! Italy
at the instigation of Chrestus,’ ﬁnexpdledthmnﬁ:nmthea!ﬂ._ L withihisiwife Priscilla
O o e . w— e — G ) . o (because Claudiusihad

e mem— - Pt o S—— commandediallithefJews
toldepartifrom|Rome);and

helcame'to'them:*

= helexpelled
themifromithelcity

ciVActskl8:HE2 v Afterithese

- e —— S Sl W et e Y thingsiPaulldepartedifrom
g e e we e e e e e e o ey we sy - Athensfandiwentito
e . - P B e P e e o — -/ ' Corinth-"Andiheifoundia

. - : - ‘ centainfdewinamedrAquilas
- i boernfinfRontusiwholhad

# s Because the Jews at Rome caused contintiou recentlylcomelfromlitaly,
at the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from the city. %' ISR
O e S e s e - G el e o (because Claudius had

W m— - Pt o S—— commanded all the Jews
to depart from Rome); and

he'came to'them=*
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Jewish Historian Flavius Josephus
(. AD 37-100)

b

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XVIII, Chapter V, Section 2

On the martyrdom of James

"Festus was now.dead, and Albinus was but upon the road;
So he assembled the sanhedrim of the judges, and brought
before them the brother.ofidesus, who was called Christ,
whose name was James, and some others and when he
had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the
law he delivered them to be stoned."

110



1/17/2025

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XVIII, Chapter V, Section 2

On the martyrdom of James

"Festus was now.dead, and'Albinus was but upon the road;
So he assembled the'sanhedrim of the judges, and brought
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ,
whose name was James, and some others and when he
had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the
law he delivered them {to be stoned.”

Antiquities of the Jews

Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1
On John the Baptist

"Now, some of the,Jews'thought that the destruction of:
Herod's army came’from God, and that very justly, as a
punishment of what he did.against John, that was called the
Bapitist; for Herod slew: him, who'was a good man, and.
commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to
righteousness towards one another, and.piety towards God,
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Antiquities of the Jews
Book XVIII, Chapter V, Section 2

On Jesus

"Festus was now.dead, and'Albinus was but upon the road;
So he assembled the sanhedrin of the judges, and brought
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ,
whose name was James, and some others and when he
had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the
law he delivered them {to be stoned.”

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (with alleged Christian interpolations)

"Now, there was about thisitime, Jesus, a wise man, if it be
lawful to call him a 'man, for he was a doer of wonderful
works—a teacher of such:men as receive. the truth with

pleasure. He drew over to him both' many of the' Jews, and

many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate,

1/17/2025
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Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (with alleged Christian interpolations)

"at the suggestion,ofithe principal men amongst us, had
condemned him to'the cross, those that loved him at the
first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive
again the third day, as the:divine prophets had. foretold
these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning
him; and the tribe of Christians, so'named from him, are not
extinct at this day.*

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (without alleged Christian interpolations)

"At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus.
His conduct was goodiand. (he) was known to be virtuous.
And many, people fromamong the Jews and the other.
nations became his disciples. Pilate condemnead him to be
crucified and to die.
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Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (without alleged Christian interpolations)

"But those'whorhad.become his disciples did not abandon
his discipleship. They.reported that he had appeared to
them three days after hisicrucifixion, and that he was alive,
accordingly he was perhapsithe Messiah, concerning whom
the prophets have recounted wonders. "

ReferencesitorNewilestamentPeople
and Events Outside the Bible
Thallus o LLucian

Pliny the Younger  '» Mara Bar-Serapion

Emperor Trajan o the lost work "Acts of
Pontius Pilate”
quoted by Justin

The Talmud Martyr in AD 150

Emperor Hadrian
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ST. PAUL

the traveller and
the Roman
Citizen

\

£
Sir WiII’i@m Ramsay
852-1916)

ANCIENT EVIDENCE FOR
THE LIFE OF CHRIST

GARY R, HABERMAS
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REVISED AND EXPANDED

A GENERAL
INTRODUCTION
TO THE

BIBLE

7
William E%x NORMAN L. GEISLER Normqﬁi. Geisler

WILLIAM E.NIX

Making the case by
giving the reasons for
believing the
testimony of the New
Testament writers

——

1/17/2025
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The testimony
is from
contemporary -
eyewitnesses to
the events.

The testimony
Is accurately
reported in the -
manuscript
tradition:
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It is reasonable to
believe that the
witnesses were -

willing and able to

tell the truth.

dlSClpleS had
ng t@ gain by
II‘ tes»tlim ony.
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—

They had much to‘lose

4 | ib}% their testlmony :
i @Manyrwendt‘on tolbe |

& ma!rtyrs ) i

? =

| ke tn;mny vi'/ould have

ampered 4th‘e 'spread of ri‘

Chrlstlanlt}’ If th% ‘

w:tnesses testlmony was |
rfalse (o Wers we’?lld have

been abl
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The Gospels bear
the earmarks of
historicity.

e ——— e

)é fgf If theﬁdlsaples:4 mvented the
9 Istory ofiJesus Christ, why .
vi?ould theychlude in the ¥ h
1L nairative, em‘barrassmg 5
i ele‘?n‘e‘ ts}about'
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ez,'dlé"aples mvented the
ory of’Jesus Christ, why
vgdl.ﬁlld they, construct the ¥ :
| Stonyiin ’such d way as to |

Iead to t'iwelr own personal

destructlon f artyrs?

1/17/2025

121



1/17/2025

Archaeology
testifies of the
historicity of the
Bible.

» Old Testament Period »Nazareth Decree
» The Ebla Tablets o Theater in Ephesus
NOSVENES o Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam o Erastus Inscription

o Pontius Pilate Inscription s Galilee Boat

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim: "o Cjties of Revelation
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» Old Testament Period

(in"Akkadian) Between
d’Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses |l
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Cyrus Cylinder
decument issued by the Persian ruler Cyrus the Great in the form of
& cley cylincer inseroee in Akkeclien cuneitonm Scrot
©. 539 BC (Boak of Ezra)

RiuinsfofiUofithelChaldees

cH400IBC

1/17/2025
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RuinsiofiSodom andiGomorrah.; ..

i b - -
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MeshatStele

(NinthlCentuny,
ssidiscoveredili868;
inow/atithellfouvrelin
3 feetitallzF2ifectiwide’
“srancientlinscriptionibydMesha¥

KingefiMoab

> referencesiOmiigKinglofilsraeli({d
Kingsi16)

Kurkh Stele

(Ninth Century BC)
s discovered 1861

<> now. at the British Museum,
London

soslightly over 7 feet tall; just under
3ifeetiwide

ssreferences Ahab, King of Israel (1
Kings 16:28)

1/17/2025
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Tel Dan Stele=

(Ninth Century BC)
“sdiscovered 1993

<now. at'thellsrael
Museum; Jerusalem

s referencelthe sHouselof;
David*

1-ouse of David®
"

1/17/2025
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Tel Dani Stele*

(Ninth Century/BC)
“discovered 1993

<Jnow. at'thellsrael
Museum; Jerusalem

s referencelthe sHouselof;
David*

ssieferenceltorAhaziahi(2
Kingsi22:40)

1/17/2025
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N\

7 X
, XA
B\ &

14).

750 BC)
d 1966

Possibly the gate through

which Abraham passed in

(1

IScovere

his travel to Dan to recuse

Abraham Gate at
Lot (Gen. 14

d

5
S

225
*

325
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BlackfObeliskiof;
maneserill

obelisks yet dlscove d

now at the British Museum--,
London

6 ' feet tall; 1 '~ feet wide

references Jehu, King of Israel (1
Kings 19:16)

Zakkur Stele |
(Ben-Hadad, 1 Kings 1

1/17/2025
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Seal of "Shema, Servant of 'RelieflofiSennacherib!
Jeroboam" [Jeroboam II] King of/Assyrias
(2 Kings 14:16) (2 Kings 1.8: 13)

-—--m'-

— PR e

Hoshea, 2 Ki’ngs 15:,30; and Rez.in, 2 Altar Of Sal‘gon Il to the

Kings 16:5) | god Sibitti*
o (Isa. 20:1)
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Seal which reads
"belonging to Ahaz, son of

Yehotam, King of Judah™
(2 Kings 16:1)

Taylor Prism|

(Ninth Century'BC)

discovered 1830‘

ﬂ"Ayrian
'-mm'r{m@
InstitutelRrismiandithe
Jernusalem;

& EMEINS MEMEIIVES
(2 1[8:29532)
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Hezekiah Roya; |
Seal Imp\res-s

i (belonging)itolblezekiah
(Bem @) Ares [Ning) @ Juckn™

2AKingske

TR D SIRTMCTET VT TIMD TIRODT IOV TR

“(Belonging) to Hezekiah (son of) Ahaz king of Judanh™

@ TIVTEY U0 TOR AR wWepinth
TIWN TR0
J ﬁ Fra ' F! PO ATEODN D0h BT TINDD e

{ \
| \\ \a ‘\33/ 7/7 Seal impression

Judah, 8th century BCE, clay

|

\

|

{

L. Extended loan from Dr. David and Jemima Jeselsonn, Zurich

—
IMJ 20098472
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Bulla with Possible
Reference to the
Prophetisaiah

(Eight/Seventhi Century BC)

discovered 204/5'near. the bulla ofithe
Hezekiah |Royal Seal

Thoughlit bears the'namerilsaiahs;
scholarsidisagreeiwhethertheiword
following (nvy)' is'the:word for
‘Prophet:.

Sincelthe bullalisibrokenloff)therelis
no way.toitelllwhetheritlisithelcommon
namelonwhetherthereiwasithelletter
alephifollowing‘nvy:, which would
makelitithe word forkProphet:

T he puwer

A

Fapgrus
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The ]Puwer Fapgrus

** an ancient Eggptlan papygnus manuscrxpt L= TV

- .

% contains the ' Ac!momtlons o{: ]Puwcr" an Eggptxan

sage
% discovered in the earlg ] 9th centurg (g 2

% housed in the national archeologlcal musedm Tt
Le:&en Netherlands :
% dated 1,400 to 1,200 BC “ky ~
X Though dis ute& some belxeve lt is.a F:rst—-hand
account of the Plagues of Exoclus '

1/17/2025
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» Old" Testament Period

137



Ebla was a city-state with a population of 260,000:

Ebla'site; known as Tel Mardikh, is in northern Syria.

It has been excavated by Professor Paolo Mattiae of
the Rome University since 1964.

It is  mentioned in texts of the ancient Sumerians,
Akkadian, and Egyptians

It was destroyed by the Akkadians around 2250 BC.

Int 1975, around 15,000 tables were recovered.
(The countis around to 17,000.)

Most of the tablets deal with economic matters,
receipts, and other commercial activities.

Other tables deal with case law and the law code of
Ebla (which is now recognized as
the oldest ever found.)

1/17/2025
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Anumber of cities are referred to in the tablets,
including Damascus, Urusalima (Jerusalem; being.
the earliest reference to this city), Sodom,
Gomorrah, Carchemish (cf. Is. 10:9).

Names of deities include El and Ya.

The tablets also mention the Hittites. Liberal critics
ofithe Bible had not too long ago maintained that
Abraham (c. 2000 BC) could not have had any
dealings with any Hittite (Genesis 23) because there
were no Hittites this long ago.

* Old Testament Period

o The Ebla Tablets

NOSYETES
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o-The Ossuary of Caiapha#
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<— read right to left

Jesus of brother Joseph son of Jacob (James)
Yeshua d achui Yosef bar Ya'akov
v PR o1 1 =
AR CIaET: 3%
P Jortons
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THE BROTHER OF

The Dramatic Story & Meaning of the First
Archaeological Link to Jesus & His Family

UPDATED AND EXPANDED
WITH NEW ARGUMENTS FOR ITS AUTHENTICITY

* Old Testament Period

o The Ebla Tablets
NOSVENES

* Pool of Siloam
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Pool, site of cure

BY R
PLUSHNI
THE ASSOC

JERUSALEM — Archaeolo-
gists in Jerusalem have identified
the remains of the Siloam Pool,
re the Bible Jesus mir:
ly cured a man’s blindness,

researchers said Thursday.

| The archaeologists are slow-
ly digging out the pool, wher
water still runs, tucked away i
what is now the Arab nuﬂr
borhood of Silwan. It was used
by Jews for ritual immersions for
about 120 years until the year 70,
when the Romans destroyed the
Jewish Temple.

Many of Jesus’ acts are di-
rectly linked to Jewish rituals,
and the miracle of the blind man
is an example. According to the
Bible, the man was unde ing
rimal immersion in the Siloam

Pool for entry into the temple
uumm‘u..d and Jesus used the
blindness.

ard length and
at brought in water from
Iwan spring. In the past
week, a section of stone road that
led from the poul to the Jewish

by J esus, identified

Iemplo was uncovered.
nt
vealed and discovered th
months ago, we were 100 pe
cent sure it was the Siloam Pool,”
said archaeologist Eli Shukron.

Stephen I’mm a Bible schol
ar, said the pool’s waters were
considered so pristine they could
purify even a lepe

Pean said Jesus likely chose
to cure the blind man using the
purest er available because
people with any disabilities were
barred from the temple

The whole point is that peo-
ple will not only be healed phys-
ica zh\ lmt also healed s

"he mo

bring the Gospel alive in the con-
text of Jewish practice.”
The hae olo"ls» e

gove mxcm'.\ i\ﬂti\)llii
thority. They found bibl
coins marked with i
ish writing, along
shards and a stone bottle cork,
ping them confirm the area
the Siloam Pool.

The Israeli A mqmms Au-
thority is ne ing with the
Greek Orthodox ( htm h, \\‘m h
owns the land, to continue the dig.

the remains of t

researc ln_;r dld

pool’s 50-yard length and a chan-
nel that brought in water from
the Silwan spring. In the past
week, a section of stone road that
led from the poul to the Jewish

Pool site of cure
by Jesus, identified

JERUSALEM -

gists in Jerusalem have

where the Bible says J{:wu mirac-
ulously cured ar SS,

Archaeolo-
1dentified
he Siloam Pool,

nan’s blindnes

“hursday.

e p]nu “them confirm the area
the Siloam Pool.

The Israeli Antiquities Au-
thority is negotiating with the
Greek Orthodox Church, which
owns the land, to continu e dig.
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TheTestimony of /Archeology

» Old" Testament Period

o The Ebla Tablets

NOSTEIES

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius' Pilate Inscription
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[ ]IBERIEVM TIBERIEUS
I ]“T%IWS'I{ILATVS PONTIUS PILATE

R

ECTVgS IVDA[ ] PREFECT OF JUDEA
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TherTestimony of Archeology.

o Old' Testament Period
o The Ebla Tablets
NOSWENES

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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" TherfTestimony of Archeology.

» Old" Testament Period o Nazareth Decree

» The Ebla Tablets

« Ossuaries

* Pool of Siloam
 Pontius' Pilate Inscription

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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e

v discovered at Nazareth in' 1878
measuring 15" x 24"

videcree issued by an unknown
Caesar; possibly by Claudius
between AD 41-54

vitext reads ...

e 1

. |

Ordinance of Caesar |

Itissmy pleasure that graves and'tombs |

remain perpetually undisturbed for those|

fv@o haveimade them for'the cult of their]

ancestors orichildren or members'of their

house: ... Let it be absolutely forbidden for

anyoneito disturb them. In case of violation |
desire that the offender be sentenced to
capital punishment on charge of
violation of sepulcher.
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e

v Remember that Claudius' expelled
the Jews in Rome becausel of the
troubleiinstigated by Christ:

I Some suggest that it\was!the
testimony. of the resurrection
(disciples'claiming that Jesus had
risen; Jews claiming that the body:
was stolen) that prompted the decree

The Testimony of Archeology

» Old' Testament Period o Nazareth Decree

» The Ebla Tablets o Theater in Ephesus

NOSVENES
» Pool of Siloam
» Pontius'Pilate Inscription

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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Act 19:23-29

And about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way. For a
certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of
Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. He called them together
with the workers of similar occupation, and said: "Men, you know that we
have our prosperity by this trade. Moreover you see and hear that not only
at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and
turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made
with hands. So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into
disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be
despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and the world
worship.” Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and cried out,
saying, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" So the whole'city was filled
with confusion, and rushed into the theaterwith one accord, having
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions.

1/17/2025
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e Testimeny of Arsheeley

» Old" Testament Period o Nazareth Decree

W » Theater in Ephesus

» Ossuaries o Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam
 Pontius' Pilate Inscription

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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ThelTestimony'of'/Archeology:

» Old Testament Period »Nazareth Decree
» The Ebla Tablets o Theater in Ephesus
NOSVENES o Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam o Erastus Inscription

» Pontius'Pilate Inscription

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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s marble paving stone
s discovered in Corinth in 1929 among excavated ruins
inscription reads:; ERASTUS PRO AED. S..P.
, 520 =

out abbr@/latlons) 'ERASTUS PRO@ -
TELS UMPECUNIA STRAVITEES

s Translated: "Erastus, in return for his aedileship, laid
this pavement at his own expense."

o +» The office of aedilis was the commissioner of public
works

(http://holylandphotos.org/browse.asp?s=1,4,11,28,74,95&img=GSPLCO01)
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The Testimony of Archeology.

» Old' Testament Period o Nazareth Decree

» The Ebla Tablets | Theater in Ephesus

NOSYENES |E Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam |8 Erastus Inscription

s Pontius' Pilate Inscription” s The Ancient Galilee Boat

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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iThe Testimony of /Archeology:
o Old' Testament Period »Nazareth Decree
» The Ebla Tablets o Theater in Ephesus
NOSYENES o Temple of Diana

W e Erastus Inscription

s Pontius' Pilate Inscription” s The Ancient Galilee Boat

o Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim: "o Cjties of Revelation

1/17/2025

159



1/17/2025

160



1/17/2025

Pergamum
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The New Testament is a
basically reliable and
trustworthy document.

The New Testament that we have today an
accurate copy. of the original NT.

v time gap between original and. oldest extant
manuscripts

v_.number of manuscripts
v early versions of the Bible
v quotes from early Christians

1/17/2025




1/17/2025

It is reasonable to believe that events attested
to in the New Testament really happened.

»

v .contemporary eyewitnesses™

v'accurately preserved in themanuscript tradition
v objections can be answered

v extra-biblical references

v'no adverse (counter) testimony

v earmarks of historicity

v'testimony of archeology
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* 'ﬂI MRHONEY INVESTIGATES ONE OF THE GRERTEST MIRACLES OF THE Bl

WHAT SECRETS WILL BE REVERLED?

“PATTERNS EVIDENCE

& THE RED SEA L
MIRACLE

'. HHIIIIIIE' IIIVESTIERTES ONE OF THE GREATEST MIRRCLES OF THE BIBLI

DID A MIGHTY SER SPLIT?
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