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 puzzlement 
 suspicion
 hostility
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fivloV (philos); filevw (phileo)
beloved, friend; I love

sofiva (sophia)
skill in arts or crafts or in matters of 

common life; sound judgment, 
intelligence, practical wisdom

 filosofevw (philosopheo) - discuss, 
investigate, study

 filovsofoV (philosophos) - lover of 
wisdom; used of all men of education 
and learning

 filovsofia (philosophia) - used only 
once in the NT (Col. 2:8), in a bad 
sense 
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Philosophy
the attempt to think rationally 
and critically about the most 
important questions 

 rationally = 
reasonableness;  opposed 
to undue emotions

 critically = subjecting to 
legitimate critique; 
opposed to gullibility  

How do philosophy and religion 
compare and contrast?

 Both can deal with the same subjects.

 Both utilize the tools of language and 
logic. 



10/14/2024

5

How do philosophy and religion 
compare and contrast?

 Philosophy as such recognizes no 
authority except reason itself.

 Religion often, though not always, 
recognizes additional authority such as 
a sacred book. (= reason vs. revelation) 

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"Theology is the science of those 
things which are received by faith 

from divine revelation, and 
philosophy is the knowledge of 

those things which flow from the 
principles of natural reason. Since 
their common source is God, the 

creator of both reason and 
revelation, these two sciences 
are bound ultimately to agree."

[Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience: A Survey 
Showing the Unity of Medieval, Cartesian, and Modern Philosophy (New 
York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1937), 62]
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 Analytic Philosophy 

 Existential Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

 Classical Philosophy 
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

intellectual movement that 
exploded onto the scene in 
mid-20th century France

often viewed as historically 
situated against the 
backdrop of the horrors of 

WW II when many were forced to 
confront the human condition and 
anxiety-provoking givens of death, 
freedom, and meaninglessness 
occasioned by the Nazi death camps 
and atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Gabriel Marcel
(1889-1973)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel



10/14/2024

8

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Maurice Merleau-Ponty
(1908-1961)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Albert Camus
(1913-1960)
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Søren Kierkegaard
(1813-1855)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844-1900)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Edmund Husserl
(1859-1938)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 

 German philosophers Edmund Husserl

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Karl Jaspers
(1883-1969)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 

 German philosophers Edmund Husserl, Karl 
Jaspers
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Martin Heidegger
(1889-1976)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 

 German philosophers Edmund Husserl, Karl 
Jaspers, and Martin Heidegger (20th century)

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 

 German philosophers Edmund Husserl, Karl 
Jaspers, and Martin Heidegger (20th century)

 Spanish intellectuals Miguel de Unamuno Miguel de Unamuno 
(1864-1936)
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

José Ortega y Gasset
(1883-1955)

Notable thinkers were 
French and included 
Gabriel Marcel, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty, and Albert 
Camus.

Conceptual groundwork
was laid by earlier thinkers such as:
 Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche 

(19th century) 

 German philosophers Edmund Husserl, Karl 
Jaspers, and Martin Heidegger (20th century)

 Spanish intellectuals Miguel de Unamuno 
and José Ortega y Gasset. (20th century)

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Existentialism was as 
much a literary 
phenomenon as a 
philosophical one.

Sartre's ideas are better 
known through his fictional

works (such as Nausea and No Exit) 
than through his more purely 
philosophical ones (such as Being and 
Nothingness and Critique of Dialectical 
Reason)

Jean-Paul Sartre
(1905-1980)
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

Existentialism does not deny 
the validity of the basic 
categories of physics, 
biology, psychology, and 
the other sciences.

Rather, it claims that these
are not enough to understand what a 
human being is. 

 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

“Existentialism” therefore, 
may be defined as the 
philosophical theory 
which holds that a further 
set of categories, 
governed by the norm of 

authenticity, is necessary to grasp 
human existence.
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 Existentialism

Kevin Aho
Florida Gulf Coast University

Stanford Encyclopedia 
of Philosophy

All the themes popularly 
associated with 
existentialism—dread, 
boredom, alienation, the 
absurd, freedom, 
commitment, 

nothingness—find their philosophical 
significance in the context of the 
search for a new categorial 
framework, together with its governing 
norm. 
[https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/]

Analytic philosophy is 
concerned primarily with the 

analysis of concepts and 
terms and the clarification of 

language. 

In its most extreme forms, it 
denies that philosophy has 
its own body of knowledge 

 Analytic Philosophy 
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A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

"We mean also to 
rule out the 

supposition that 
philosophy can be 

ranged alongside the 
existing sciences, as 
a special department 

of speculative 
knowledge." 

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic (New York:  Dover 
Publications, 1952), p. 48] 
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Can this 
statement be 

"brought under 
some form of 

scientific law"?
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If the answer is 
no, then this 
statement is 

not a scientific 
statement.

If this statement 
is not a scientific 

statement, 
what kind of 

statement is it?

It is a 
philosophical

statement.
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A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

"But, actually, the validity of 
the analytic method is not 

dependent on any empirical, 
much less any metaphysical, 

presupposition about the 
nature of things. For the 

philosopher, as an analyst, 
is not directly concerned 

with the physical properties 
of things. He is concerned 
only with the way in which 
we speak about them. In 

other words, the 
propositions of philosophy 

are not factual, but linguistic 
in character." 

[Ayer, Language, p. 57] 
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These are metaphysical 
truths (facts) about the 

sensible world. 
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 'Analytic' philosophy today 
names a style of doing 
philosophy, not a 
philosophical program or a 
set of substantive views. 

Analytic philosophers, 
crudely speaking, aim for
argumentative clarity and precision; 
draw freely on the tools of logic; and 
often identify, professionally and 
intellectually, more closely with the 
sciences and mathematics, than with 
the humanities.

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

Gottlob Frege
(1848-1925)

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore

G. E. Moore
(1873-1958)
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

Philosophers today distinguish 
the philosophy of "the early 

Wittgenstein" 
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Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

Philosophers today distinguish 
the philosophy of "the early 

Wittgenstein" from the 
philosophy of "the latter 

Wittgenstein."

Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

Philosophers today distinguish 
the philosophy of "the early 

Wittgenstein" from the 
philosophy of "the latter 

Wittgenstein."
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Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

Philosophers today distinguish 
the philosophy of "the early 

Wittgenstein" from the 
philosophy of "the latter 

Wittgenstein."

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap

Rudolf Carnap
(1891-1970)
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine

Willard Van Orman Quine
(1908-2000)

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine, Donald 
Davidson

Donald Davidson
(1917-2003)
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine, Donald 
Davidson, Peter Strawson

Peter Strawson
(1919-2006)

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine, Donald 
Davidson, Peter Strawson, John 
Rawls

John Rawls
(1921-2002)
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 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine, Donald 
Davidson, Peter Strawson, John 
Rawls, Michael Dummett

Michael Dummett
(1925-2011)

 Analytic Philosophy 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

The foundational figures of 
this tradition are 
philosophers like Gottlob 
Frege, Bertrand Russell, 
G. E. Moore, and the early 
Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Other figures include: Rudolf Carnap, 
Willard Van Orman Quine, Donald 
Davidson, Peter Strawson, John 
Rawls, Michael Dummett, and Saul 
Kripke.Saul Kripke

(1940-2022)



10/14/2024

28

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 
Continental' philosophy ... 

demarcates a group of 
(primarily) French and 
German philosophers of the 
19th and 20th centuries. 

The geographical label is 
misleading: Carnap, Frege, and 
Wittgenstein were all products of the 
European Continent, but are not 
"Continental" philosophers. 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 
Continental philosophy is 

sometimes distinguished by 
its style (more literary, less 
analytical, less reliant on 
formal logic . . ., 

More interested in actual 
political and cultural issues and, 
loosely speaking, the human situation 
and its 'meaning', and some of its 
substantive commitments (more self-
conscious about the relation of 
philosophy to its historical situation).
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
(1770-1831)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Johann Gottlieb Fichte
(1762-1814)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling
(1775-1854)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling)

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Arthur Schopenhauer
(1788-1860)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Søren Kierkegaard
(1813-1855)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Karl Marx
(1818-1883)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844-1900)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Edmund Husserl
(1859-1938)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Max Horkheimer
(1885-1973)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Herbert Marcuse
(1889-1979)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Martin Heidegger
(1889-1976)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Hans-Georg Gadamer
(1900-2002)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Theodor W. Adorno
(1903-1969)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer, 
Adorno

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Jean-Paul Sartre
(1905-1980)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer, 
Adorno, Sartre
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Maurice Merleau-Ponty
(1908-1961)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer, 
Adorno, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Paul-Michel Foucault
(1926-1984)

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer, 
Adorno, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, 
Foucault
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

Jürgen Habermas

"The foundational figure of 
this tradition is usually 
thought to be Hegel; other 
canonical figures include 
the other post-Kantian 
German Idealists (e.g., 
Fichte, Schelling), 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard, Marx, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Horkheimer, 
Marcuse, Heidegger, Gadamer, 
Adorno, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, 
Foucault, and Habermas. 

Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

"
"So-called 'Continental 

philosophy' is not, however, 
a monolith; indeed, 'analytic 
philosophy,' before its 
demise at the hands of 
Quine and Sellars, was a 
far more coherent 
philosophical movement than the two 
hundred years of philosophy on the 
European Continent since Hegel.
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Brian Leiter
University of Chicago 

School of Law
Stanford Encyclopedia 

of Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

"
"'Continental philosophy' is 

more aptly characterized as 
a series of partly 
overlapping traditions in 
philosophy, some of whose 
figures have almost nothing 
in common with other."

[http://www.philosophicalgourmet.com/analytic.asp]

Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary
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Classical 
Philosophy

Analytic 
Philosophy

vs.

Classical philosophy is concerned 
also with the analysis of concepts 
and terms and the clarification of 

language, but it also seeks to 
synthesize its findings into a 

comprehensive view of all reality. 
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Classical philosophy goes beyond 
the supposition that the task of the 
philosopher is to merely clarify the 

language of other disciplines. 

It maintains that philosophy has its 
own body of knowledge and can 

discover truths about reality.  

Classical philosophy most often 
works philosophical questions back 
to basic questions of metaphysics.

It understands metaphysical issues 
in the classical categories of Plato 

and Aristotle, (e.g., form/matter; 
act/potency; substance/accidents).
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Note that these are 
fundamental categories 
of the metaphysics of 
Aristotle and Aquinas.

ENGINEERING
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"A philosopher talks 
about things, while 

a professor of 
philosophy talks 

about philosophy."
(Methodical Realism, p. 129)

Classical philosophy has fallen into 
much disrepute in modern and 

contemporary philosophy.

Although ... 
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Reality

Theology

Philosophy

Biology

History
Music and Art

Others?

Physics
Mathematics

Philosophy

Different aspects of reality require 
different methods of inquiry and 

tools of analysis.  
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Questions of mathematics require 
methods of inquiry and tools of 

analysis appropriate to the  
mathematical aspects 

of reality. 

Questions of natural science require 
methods of inquiry and tools of 

analysis appropriate to the physical 
aspects of reality. 
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Questions of history 
require methods of inquiry 

and tools of analysis 
appropriate to the 

historical aspects of reality.

Two Philosophical Mistakes

The Lesser Mistake

taking the methods of 
inquiry and tools of 

analysis for one aspect of 
reality and illicitly using 
them for another aspect 

of reality 

The Greater Mistake

taking the methods of 
inquiry and tools of 

analysis for one aspect of 
reality and illicitly using 
for reality as a whole 
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"Metaphysical adventures are 
doomed to fail when their 

authors substitute the 
fundamental concepts of any 
particular science for those 

of metaphysics.  

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"Theology, logic, physics, 
biology, psychology, 

sociology, economics are 
fully competent to solve their 
own problems by their own 

methods;
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"On the other hand … as 
metaphysics aims at 

transcending all particular 
knowledge, no particular 

science is competent either 
to solve metaphysical 

problems, or to judge their 
metaphysical solutions."  

(Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience, pp. 309-310).

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)
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Logic 
 that field of philosophy that deals with the study of 

right reason or valid inferences and the attending 
fallacies, formal and informal.

 asks "What is a valid argument?"

"What is fallacious reasoning?" 
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Metaphysics
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of reality

 asks "What is it to be real?"

"How do things change yet remain the same?" 

Epistemology
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the knowledge of reality

 asks "How do I know what is real?"

"Can my senses tell me everything there is to 
know about reality?"
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Ethics
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of right actions

 asks "What ought I do?"

"Ought we to do good for its own sake, or for the 
sake of certain consequences, or something 
else?"

Political Philosophy 
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of the state (government)

 asks "Are there certain rights that transcend the 
authority of the state?"

"Where does government derive its authority?" 

"What is a right?" 
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Philosophy of Religion
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of God and religion

 asks "Does God exist?"

"Can His existence be rationally demonstrated?" 

"What are God's attributes?"

Philosophy of Science
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of science and scientific inquiry

 asks "Does science give us a real account of 
nature, or merely a model?"

"Are there things off limits to the scientific 
method?" 

"What is the scientific method?" 
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Philosophy of ... 
 mind, language, law, mathematics, history, education 
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Historically
 follows the development of philosophy 

chronologically

 Philosophy is divided into four eras. 

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Willard Van Orman Quine
(1908-2000) 

Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

Gottlob Frege
(1848-1925) 
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Systematically
 follows the fields of philosophy (Logic; 

Metaphysics; Epistemology; Ethics; Political 
Philosophy; Philosophy of Religion; Philosophy of 
Science; Philosophy of …) 

Individual Philosophers
 Aristotelianism, of Aristotle

 Thomism, of Thomas Aquinas

 Cartesianism, of Descartes

 Wittgensteinianism, of Wittgenstein

 Howe-ian? 
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Individual Philosophies
 British Empiricism (Locke, Berkeley, Hume)

 Phenomenology (Husserl)

 Process Philosophy (Alfred North Whitehead)

 Existentialism (Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus)  

Philosophical Problems
 Mind/Body Problem

 Freedom & Determinism

 Personal Identity and Immortality

 Faith and Reason 
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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

Plato
(428-348 BC)
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There are two great 
philosophical/theological 

traditions in Christian 
thought that have tracked 

these two Greek 
philosophical traditions.   
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Augustine
(354-430)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)
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Exploring the contours of how these 
traditions have answered certain basic 

questions about the nature of reality 
and our knowledge of it, will enable us 

to position many questions and 
concerns we have as Christians.  
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René Descartes 
(1596-1650)

Immanuel Kant
(1724-1804)

Continental Rationalist Tradition

British Empiricist Tradition
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Willard Van Orman Quine
(1908-2000) 

Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

Gottlob Frege
(1848-1925) 

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)Etienne Gilson

(1884-1978)
Henry Veatch

(1911-1999)Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)Armand Maurer

(1915-2008) Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Gaven Kerr

Edward Feser

John X. F. Knasas
Medieval 

Thomistic Philosophers

Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. Knasas

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Henry Veatch
(1911-1999)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)



10/14/2024

68

Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. Knasas

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

J. Thomas BridgesThomas A. HoweNorman L. Geisler
(1932-2019) Medieval 

Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Travis CampbellDavid HainesJames Dolezal

Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Robert MullerMatthew BarrettStephen Duby

Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. Knasas

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. KnasasGeorge 
Klubertanz

(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Robert MullerMatthew 
Barrett

Stephen 
Duby

Travis 
Campbell

David Haines

James DolezalJ. Thomas 
Bridges

Thomas A. HoweNorman L. 
Geisler

(1932-2019)

Catholic Protestant Evangelical
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Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. KnasasGeorge 
Klubertanz

(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Robert MullerMatthew 
Barrett

Stephen 
Duby

Travis 
Campbell

David Haines

James DolezalJ. Thomas 
Bridges

Thomas A. HoweNorman L. 
Geisler

(1932-2019)

Does Thomism 
Lead to 

Catholicism?

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

https://ses.edu/resources/does-thomism-lead-to-catholicism/ 
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

Ralph E. MacKenzie
(1932-2021)

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Richard Bennett
(1938-2019)


