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| submit that'there are many
things thatiare knowable by
means’of our natural
faculties with which God has
createdius.




You don‘tihave to be an
astronomer to know when
the sun'is shining or a
botanist to know a flower
when you'see one.

But the in-depth analysis of
certain aspects of reality
requireimore deliberate
attention to a given discipline
aimed at the'aspect.




A child can know what a flower is.

She knows that a flower is
not a human.

However, to delve deeper into the
physical nature of a flower, one
would need to understand botany.




need to understand chemistry (to
understand, e.g., photosynthesis).

And to delve deeper still, one
would need to understand
physics.




By parallel,; oneyneed not be a
philosopherin order to know
certain things about God's
existence, God's"attributes,
God's creation; and God's
truths (i.e., theology).

Neverthelessitat some point
where certain things need a
deeper analysis or. need to be
defended against critics, one
will need to utilize'sound
philosophy.




Suppose we wanted to account
for a number of other aspects of
the flower and the human.

What makes a flower a flower and what
makes a human a human are their
respective natures.

Metaphys:cs




We can know that one is a flower and
the other is a human by our senses.

Epistemology

We value the human over the flower
because of the different kinds of things
they are.

 Ethics

= AN J K
. ~ & s -
\ RS G
\




We insist that others value the human
over the flower and hold them
accountable when they do not.

Polltlcal Phllosophy

We know that neither the flower nor the
human can account for their own existence
but are created by God.

Phllosoph y of Rellglon
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Merely by observing the
wonders of creation, many
people have'come to
believe that the God of
the Bible exists.

14



The heavens declare

the glory of God and

the flrmament shows
HlS handlwork

Psalm191 : ‘*

The heavens declare

HlS rlghteousness

and all the peoples
see HlS glory

“ui Psalm 97 6
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For when Gentlles who do not

*- although not hav}ng the Iaw are

\H

ENE to"themselves who_ ishow| [*-if

|!| | b

.the work of the Iaww.k/Vfltte" B
| "ln th‘”ir heartS,‘| H [

&

o te;tgrass to grow for the catt/e '

smanalvegetation the serwce of man -

= - and-wine that makes glad thé%art o‘t‘i“'m‘g/% ?""

oil to-make his face shine, ana’ breaa’ which -~
strengthens man’s heart. '
: = ' Psalm 104:14-15

17



ALY

seasons, f///mg our hearts_w(th fooa’mz

S ana’ g/aa’ness
Tl Acts 1417

But as'more toxic
philosophical voices have
fogged the conversation
throughout history, the need
arises to appeal‘to’ deeper
Issues in philoesophy.

18



i

dubious'ltxury. of

VP a
terminator to an infinite
regress and fii &
meme, simply because
we need one, there is
eloselviEly ne {0)
endow that terminator

with any of the
aseribealiolGods

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 77]

Rich.ard Dawkins

~

Ricr}ard Dawkins

~
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~ What is human nature?
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There are two great
philosophical traditions
In Westernitholught that
have enduredssince the

ancient Greeks.

» Arlstotle

(384-322 BC)
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ph@sophheoI@caI :
. MraditionsHine w‘hrlstlran '
\thou gh{% that’hay wtﬂﬁacli(ed
‘ these t\*o Gree k
phllevj‘phlcal trad tion

Aug,ustlne 15Aqumas

(1225-1 274)
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Christ Plus Philosophy

# PRINT
by John MacArthur Wednesday, April 10, 2019 ®, Comments (11)
PDF
“It seemed like a good idea at the time.” That's a popular postmortem for a plan A% As RESET & SiEscRIBE
that has gone horribly wrong. In fact, well-intentioned ideas are behind almost
every financial shipwreck, abandoned project, and foreign policy failure that & VIEW ARCHIVE

happens in this world. And yet the quest for better ideas and fool-proof

philosophies continues unabated—even making incursions into the church.

Our English word “philosophy” is a transliteration of the Greek word philosophia, which literally means “the love of Blog Guidelines

human wisdom. In its broad sense it is man’s attempt to explain the nature of the universe, including the Respectful

phenomena of existence, thought, ethics, behavior, aesthetics, and so on. We value your comments, even your
disagreements, as long as you are
courteous and respectful. We'll remove
In Paul's time “everything that had to do with theories about God and the world and the meaning of human life anything unwholesome.

was called ‘philosophy’ . . . not only in the pagan schools but also in the Jewish schools of the Greek cities.” I The it
elpfu

first-century Jewish historian Josephus adds that there were three philosophies among the Jews: the Pharisees, the
We appreciate comments that are on

Sadducees, and the Essenes. [2] topic and contribute to the discussion;
expressing appreciation is also welcome.

THe FAILURE or
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A CRITICAL APPRAISAL OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOLOGY OF THOMAS AQUINAS
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fiom'Jeffrey Johnson"
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- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through &
philosophy and empty b
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to

v'Is Paul talking about
philosophy as we use
the term today 28\ 4

v Slppose, forithé

N sake of argument
Christ. that he is ...

The Apostle Paul

31



#Bewarellest anyone

cheatlyoulthrough
philosephy;and empty
according to the
tradition of men,
accordingito the basic
principles’ofithe world,
notfaccording to

The Apostle Paul
Epistle'to the Colossians

EBewarellest anyone

7/ h infecti
@lm you through Though infectious

diseases are not'to be
trifled with, we are

a.cordlng to the grateful that
tradlztl.on of men, physicians learn about

accordingitoithe basic them in order to help
principlesiofithe world, us avoid getting sick

netfaccording to or dehe/P us get
Rri curea:

The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians

32



EBewarellest anyone

1 v/By:analogy, eveniif
cheatiyouithrough Paul was warning'us

philosohy and empty to avoid philesophy,
according to the we can be grateful
tradition of men, that Christian
accordingito the basic philosophers learn
principles’ofithe world, about philosophy in

notfaccording to orderito help us avoid
‘ getting, “sick or to

The Apostle Paul helprustget “cured-”

Epistle'to the Colossians

"Good phlloég_hy
must existyif forno
other reason,
because bad

philosophy needs
to be answered." &

["Learning in War-Time" in The, Weightofy Gl@ry:A Qollecthn of
Lewis's Most Movigg Addressesg(E@ndon arperaCoIIlns ;
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“But seeing that a teacher W &
of sacred Scripture must at S8
times oppose the
philosophers, itis
necessary for him to make
use of philosophy:*”

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, Q. 2, art- 3.6, publishedias =2 ba 1 y
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions I-1V of His Commentary: on the Defliiinitatelof: A e “
Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute' ofiMedieval Studies; 1987) ps

48] | BN [nomasiAguinas 48

(1225-1204), &

“There'is no one as

dogmatically
beholden to a
metaphysic as the
man who denies

that he has one.” Edwar.jﬁFeser‘

Edward EesertiihelMetaphysics ofi€onservatism®

5 ¥
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"We cannot
properly [bevweare
of philosophy
unless we
aweare of
x y philosophy.”

[Norman L. Geisler, "Beware of Philosophy: A Warning to Biblical

/ " .
/INL GFmam L~ quSIe r Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March
982:2019) 1999): 3-19 (18)]

‘"“‘h.r

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through .
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the

trad!tlon of men, _ Paul had philosophy
according to the basic in mind as we use

principles of the world, the term today. l

v'| do not believe that

and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians
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"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

L

Another way teltranslate the
Greek could be¥the philosophy
which is emptyideceit."

Josephus used.the term
'philosophyteirefer to the
doctrines of the Jewish sects.

The context is a warning about
an insidious legalism that
threatened the Colossians'’

liberty in Christ.
This legalism had an outv@
form of piety but was useles's¥in

developing an inward character
of righteousness.

Some Voices from
Christian. tlistory
on Philesephy

36



“There is thenlin
philosophy;thotugh

stolen as thelfirelby;
Prometheus, a'slender
spark, capableloftbeing

fanned into! flameNa;
trace of wisdomandian,

impulse from God¥

[The Stromata, |, 17, =, accessed 07/28/22]

"Moreover, if those who are
called philosophers, and
especially the Platonists,

have said aught that is true
and in harmony with our

faith, we are not only not to

shrink from it, but to claim
it for our own use from
those who have unlawful . :
possession of it." | T —

[Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. from Select Library of Nicene i .
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Book 2, Chap. 40, §60. Augu Stl n%"‘\

From http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/augustine/ddc2. html, (3 54_430)
accessed 07/28/22]
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“"But if the Lord has been pleased
to assist us by the works and
ministry of the ungodly in physics,
dialectics, mathematics, and other
similar sciences, let us avail
ourselves of it, lest, by neglecting
the gifts of God spontaneously
offered to us, we be justly
punished for our sloth.”

[John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.2.16, 2 vols., trans. Henry Beveridge (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), vol. 1, pp. 236-237]

“Therefore in reading the profane
authors, the admirable light of
truth displayed in them shouild

remind us, that the human mind,

however much fallen and
perverted from its original
integrity, is still adorned and
invested with admirable gifts from
its Creator."

[Calvin, Institutes, vol. 1, p. 236]

%

'.'_..," ‘
"
v

u." g

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

_' g
) o~
v

u." g

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“"Shall we say that the
philosophers, in their exquisite
researches and skillful description
of nature were blind? ... Nay, we
cannot read the writings of the
ancients on these subjects without
the highest admiration.”

[Calvin, Institutes, vol. 1, p. 236]

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

THE
WORKS OF
JOHN OWEN

John Owen
volume four - (1616-1683)
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"There are sundry cogent
arguments, which are
taken from external
considerations of the
Scripture, that evince it
on rational grounds to be
from God. ... and ... are...
necessary unto the
confirmation of our faith
herein against
temptations, oppositions,
and objections."
_[J.OhmOwen sllhelReasoniofiaitidin h. QI:'kS_Qf‘

OwenhelReasonfofi |
1 Vo ¥2N(EdinbtighNinelBannereMlilih
MIlUSER1967)$20]

Francis!'Turretin
(1623-1687)

Yyohn Owen
(1616-1683)

FRANCIS

Translated by

George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

James T. Dennison, Jr.

VOLUME TWO: ELEVENTH THROUGH SEVENTEENTH TOPICS
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Francis*Turretin
(1623-1687)

Francis®*Turretin
(1623-1687)

"They sin in defect who
hold that philosophy is
opposed to theology
and should therefore
be altogether separated
from it, not only as
useless, but also as
positively hurtful."

[Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q.

Xlll, trans. by George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R, 1992, vol. 1,
p. 44]

"Philosophy ... has
many and various uses
in theology which must

be accurately
distinguished from its
many abuses."

[Turretin, vol. 1, p. 44]
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Francis*Turretin
(1623-1687)

CLASSIC REPRINT SERIES

Discourses UrpoN
THE EXISTENCE
AND ATTRIBUTES

ofF Gop

Stephen Charnock

“"Philosophy is used ...
properly and in the
abstract for the
knowledge of things
human and divine (as
far as they can be
known by the light of
nature) ... It uses are
many."

[Turretin, Institutes, vol. 1, p. 44-45]

5
kP

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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"Men that will not listen to
Scripture ... cannot easily deny
natural reason .... There is a
natural as well'as a revealed
knowledge, and the book of the
creatures is legible in declaring
the being of a God ...."

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

"God in regard of his existence
is not only the discovery of
faith, but of reason. God hath
revealed not only his being, but
some sparks of his eternal
power and godhead' in his
works, as well as in his word. ...

It is a discovery of our reason ...

and an object of our faith ... it is
an article of our faith and an
article of our reason."

[Charnock, Discourses, 27]

f";
K7

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)

5
K7

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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SYSTEMATIC
THEOLOGY

VOLUME ONE
INTRODUCTION

Part I
THEOLOGY

CHARLES HODGE

“lihe Scriptures clearly
recognize the fact that the
works of God reveal his being
andiattributes. This they do not
lonly: by frequent reference to
thelworks of nature as
manifestations of the
perfections of God, but by
direct assertions. ... The sacred
wiiitersiin contending with the
heathen appeal to the evidence
whichithe works of God bear to
his perfections. ...

Y 7

A
bl

Charles Hé/@fge ',

w.(a1;79?§;>§'rgw
”} Prrr ; 3\ / !

A

Charles Hégﬂ“ge_ ',
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-, f;‘. LN {4 ﬂ
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“Iticannot, therefore, be
reasonably doubted that not
only/the being of God, but also
hisfeternal power and Godhead
fareiso'revealed in his works, as
tollay a stable foundation for
natural theology."

lesiEodge; Systematic Theology, 3 vols. (Grand Rapids: Wm. B

Charles Hodge
(1797!1%7%)'
s, o

}'hgaloglcal
* Doctrines: o.f

Y = o] 1)
General%nf
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~ Revelation -5

God making known to mankind
His divine person and divine
truths that would otherwise be
unknown; to unveil

46



sen e; e J‘

- _Re vela tlo{ i %

~ General Revelation s

God making known to mankind
through His creation His
existence, attributes,
and goodness

47



> Special Revelation s

God making known to mankind
through His prophets, apostles, and
His Son His nature and will that
could not necessarily be known
through General Revelation

48



GenerallRevelation SpeciallRevelation
@odls revelkfien fireueh s prophets, pesies et fie (616
ofiilistexistencelandiattiintiest Jesus 6ff [His eisEnee; efirflbuies, Wil enel gespel.

‘ P, 185 P, 87 [Rem, 112205 [Rem. 2514165 Acts 17214 ‘. Jeln 14:26-26; 16:12-138% 2 Tim., 116

Naturaliiheology, Biblical Theology

'Sound reason'siattendance’tolcreation Sound reason's attendance to Scripture

Systematic Theology
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ANNOTATED REFERENCE

Finis Jenigings Dake

"God has a personal spiritibody;
;

‘Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7), mo
12:8), |IpS and tongue (Isa { 247) feet!

Finis Jenlpings Dake § 5:1-7; 22:4-6), and other bodn

[Dake's Annotated Reference Bible, (LawrencevillediDakelBiblelSales %1963 MNiF P 94|




Finis Jengings Dake

4

7:9-14; 10:5-19)
(Phil. 2:5-7)

11:7; Jas. 3:9)
(Ex:33:23) N (Gen*
6:6; 8:21) (PS%8:326
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7) (Num?
12:8) (Isa%30:277)
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (PSS
18:24; 33:18) (Ps=:18:6)R
(Dan. 7:9-14;10:5-19:Re v
5:1-7; 22:4-6)
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“Scripture also
frequently depicts God
as experiencing regret

... disappointment,
frustration, and
unexpected outcomes
... suggesting that the
future is to this extent
composed of
possibilities rather
than certainties.

"It is, | submit, more
difficult to conceive of
God experiencing
such things if the
future is exhaustively
settled in his mind
than if it is in part
composed of

possibilities.”

[Gregory A. Boyd, "Neo-Molinism and the Infinite
Intelligence of God," Philosophia Christi 5, No.1,
(2003):192]
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‘ Ns_gu e T

uBut./t happened thattnighty that the Wordl@f the LORBIcame
toNathan, sayings{5}=Go and tell My Sefant Davids'Thus
saysithe E@RP: EWould youl Iibuildia heuse. for Meito dwell
in? {6} For I have [AXo: ¢ dwelt in'alhouse since.the time thatyl
- brought the\ children of‘ Israellupkfrom Egyptheventtoithis
day; bltihave. moved ab@ut\‘ln a tent and.in"a tabernacle. {7}
Wherever I have fgvoved,about withall the children of? Israel,
have | ever gpoken a word'to anyoh'e ‘from theitribes of
IStaelfwhom |.commandedto shepherd My pe?)ple ISEE]

>

saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house oficedar?"*"
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the LORBIGodiwalking in the

gardenlinithelcool of the day,
L

3’ -

“ b"';’God is Spirit, and those

"And tﬁ'_e:._y&‘fll"eard .,thes_ou‘nd of
G

S whoworship Him must
\worship'in spirit and truth."
‘John 4:24

N

andJAdamand his wife hid
themselvestfrom the presence of |
the LORD God among'theitrees “
of the garden." Gen. 3:8 L




= Galatians 6:1 < AuE—,
Brethren, if a man is ovegake plipi s
any trespass, you whe |
spiritual restore such alegelioka
spirit of gentleness, conSigElingmy &
yourself lest you also be tempted* s

So Whege Does
the Philosophy
Come. [n.?

God's Aiirloies
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:?aI.I the trees of the field
shallhclapflthelr hands."

Isa 55: 12

“For since the
creation of the world
His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being
understood by the
things that are made,
even His eternal
power and Godhead." ___

Rom. 1:20a i
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“For since the
creation of the world
His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being
understood by the

ERSR AS7 (RDn i

A S WV R - e TN )
v._.._.kuc/uv:/ T e “Lr— — J

even His eternal

power and Godhead."
Rom. 1:20a

ex’sa:je’ sis
From 'ex' (e€) "out of" and 'agd’
(ayw) "l lead;" literally "to lead out"
The excavating of truth from
Scripture by a close and careful
examination of the text, taking in
consideration a number of factors
including: lexigraphy (word usage),
syntax (word arrangement),
grammar, principles of
hermeneutics, the immediate
context, the broader context (the
book and author in which a
passage occurs), and historical
context.
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@ ex’se-jé'sis@

From 'ex' (e€) "out of* and 'agd’
(oayw) "I lead;" literally "to lead out"
The excavating of truth from
Scripture by a close and careful
examination of the text, taking in
consideration a number of factors

including: lexigraphy (word usage),
. syntax (word arrangement),
exegeSlS grammar, principles of
hermeneutics, the immediate
context, the broader context (the
book and author in which a

passage occurs), and historical
context.

gEvenithoughi revelation
elevates us to know

something of which we
should otherwise be
ignorant; it does not
elevatelusito'know. in any
otherlway.than through
sensible things.

tﬁ@ itatelofiBoethius, @QVI, art. 3, trans. Armand y '
ethodslofithe Sciences, 4™ rev. ed. (Toronto:
linstittelof Val Studies, 1986), 84] Th OmaS Aq ui n as
(1225 1 274)

58



ZNowhwhat we have said
ISetstaside the error of
certaintJews who attributed
anger;sadness,
repentance, and all such
passionsiin their proper
senseltolGod, failing to
distinguishiwhat in Sacred
Scripturelis said properly
whatimetaphorically."

[SeeE; [ &, 8]

poes god ever change uis mind?

GOD

oF THEPOSSIBLE

GBREGORY A. BOYD

author of best-selling Letters from a skeptic
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"There are
certainly
passages in the
Bible that are
figurative and
portray God in
human terms.

"You can
recognize them
because what is

said about God is
either ridiculous if
taken literally ... or
because the genre
ofitheypassageyis
poetic

[GregonyiatBoydN GodlofithelPossiblesAlBiblicalk
Introductionitolthel@peniViewlofiGodl(Grand
Rapids: Baker'Books;2000); 118]
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What if the ClasSical
Theist said tha-t it"l's

“There'is'nothing
ridiculous or poetic
about the way the Bible
repeatedly speaks about
God changing his mind,
regretting decisions, or
thinking and speaking
about the future in terms
of possibilities. These
passages usually occur
within the historical
narrative sections of
Scripture.”

[Gregony/AYBoyds Godlofithel RossiblexABiblical

Intreduction toithe:@pen View,ofiGodl(Grands
Rapids:#BakerBooks;2000),118]

Why should one think that the
passages occurring "within
the historical narrative
sections of Scripture™ have
anything to do whether there
is anything "ridiculous or
poetic” about how the Bible is
speaking about God?

After all, the Genesis 3 and
the 2 Samuel 7 passages are
both within historical
narrative sections of
Scripture.
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Christian Apologetics Journal. Volume 6, No. 1. Spring 2007

@ by Southern Evangelical Seminary 2007

DOES GENRE DETERMINE MEANING?
©2007 Thomas A. Howe, Ph.D.

FROM THE BEGINNINGS of the development of the critical methodol-
ogy. as it was being applied to the study of the Bible, understanding
the Bible as literature has become more mmportant and more central to
hermeneutics. As Jeffrey Weima remarks. ““The past few decades have
witnessed a paradigm shift taking place in biblical studies. The old
perspective that viewed Scripture as primanily a historical or theologi-
cal document has been replaced by a new conviction that the Bible is
literature and as such ought to be interpreted from a literary perspec-
tive ! It is notoriously difficult to identify what constitutes literature
After a lengthy consideration of several attempts at developing a defi-
nition of “literature,” one theorist concluded,

A piece of writing may start off life as history or philosophy
and then come fo be ranked s literature; or it may start off as
literature and then come to be valued for its archacological
significance. Some texts are born literary, some achieve

Thomas A. Howe is Professor of Bible and Bidlical Languages ar
Southern Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte, NC.
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“They:only!striket'some
as ridiculous because
these readers to,
the}textal
oflwha
imtisbellikeX ol -
one is free from this

preconception, these
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
God.inithelBible™

[GregoryiAYBoydiGodlofithe PossibleaAlBiblical
Introductionttolthel®@pentViewlofiGodl(Grand
Rapids: BakerBooks;2000);118=119 emphasisiin
original]

B

Thomg,_s Howe

Southern Eva;i]’gelical Seminary

I plead guilty

as charged.

i."
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“They:only!striker'some
as ridiculous because
these readers [ying) (@
eflwhat
GodlmustbellikeX ol il
one is free from this
preconception, these
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
God inithelBible™

[GregoniAS BoydiGodlofithel Rossible3AlBiblicalt
Introductionttolthel@peniViewioflGodl(Grand
Rapids: BakerBooks}2000); 418119 emphasisiin
original]

P
~ From where might
one get such a
‘nreconception of
what God must be
like™ to bring to
the text?

AN

“lhey:onlyistrikel'some ’ The heavens declare The heavens declare

as ridiculous because
these readers (@
eflwhat
misybe)like ol I
one is free from this
preconception, these
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
GodlinithelBible:*

[GregonyrAY BoydNGodlofither PossibledAlBiblicall
Introductionttolthel@pentVie wiofiGodl(Grand!
Rapids: BakerBooks;2000);118-119 emphasisiin
orniginal]

the glory of God; and His righteousness,
the firmament shows and all the peoples
His handiwork. see His glory. ;

Te work of the .'aw wrmen
in ther‘hearts '!

f \did not leave Himself. ' 9 tac grass to grow.for.the cattle,
~in that Hewdig goud for.the service elgnanithat
gave ush n heavi snﬁnd fr ”E" '’ 0 *fom from the aar(‘p"'( 15}'
seasons, filling our heart Sty footis, makes glad ””;‘.%" o
ﬂl’ ta is face shine, and bread whici

'y

P andgho‘ness

r . r .,.. rengthens man's heart.
.m’sr - Acts 14117 W, o & i Tos- 1,
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“They:only!striker'some
as ridiculous because
these readers bring to
the text a
preconception of what
God must be like. OnE@
Iphiecenceptionm i ET:
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
God inithelBible™

[GregoniAS BoydiGodlofithel Rossible3AlBiblicalt
Introductionttolthel@peniViewioflGodl(Grand
Rapids: BakerBooks}2000); 418119 emphasisiin
original]

“My‘fundamental
thesis is that the
classical theological
tradition became
misguided when,
under the influence
of Hellenistic
philosophy, it
defined God's
perfectioniinistatic;
timelessiterms:*

[GregonyiaiBoyd i GodlofithelRossibleFAIBiblical
Introductiontto'thel®@pentView!oflGod(Grand|
Rapids:BakenBooks;12000);:7]

e —

Given that this
‘breconception of what
God must be like" comes
from our encotinter with
God's creation before we
read: Scripture, how.is it
possible for oneltolget
‘free! from this
preconception?

| v

g
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“Doesn’t'every’'page
of the Bible paint a
portrait of God who
experiences things,
thinks things, and
responds to things
sequentially? Every
verb applied to God
in_the Bible testifies
to this:*

onylaiBoydy Godlofithe!RossibleFABiblical:
onkioithel@peniViewloflGodi(Grand
i aker Books;2000): 315132]

Because ofithe increasingly
deleterious effects that bad
philosophy is having, it sometimes
takes rigorous and sound
philosophical thinking to rebut the
erroneous views and'demonstrate
the truth about God's existence
and attributes.
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ENHANCEITSDIVINE AUTHORITY

G O D

P OssI1IB

="

" HOWTHE BHBLE>S PROBIEMS
ENHANCEITSDIVINEAUTHORITY

“In Inspired Imperfection, Gregory A. Boyd adds
another counterintuitive.and:provocative thesis to
his corpus. While cQ@Native scholars and
pastors have struggled‘foryears to show that the
Bible is without errors; Boyd considers this a fool's
errand. Instead, he says, we should embrace the
mistakes and contradictions in Scripture, for they
show that God chose to use fallible humans to
communicate timeless truths. Just as God
ultimately came to save humanity in the form of a
human, God chose to impart truth through the
imperfect medium of human writing. Instead of the
Bible's imperfections being a reason to attack its
veracity, these "problems" actually support the
trustworthiness of Christian Scripture. Inspired
Imperfection is required reading for anyone who's
questioned the Bible because of its contradictions."
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Granted that God
used “fallible humans
to communicate
timeless truths," the
parallelism of Boyd's
argument would then
entail that the Lord
Jesus was a fallible
human.

T WRA 3 T
T

“In Inspired Imperfection, Gregory A. Boyd adds
another counterintuitive.and:provocative thesis to
his corpus. While conservative scholars and
pastors have struggled'foryears to show that the
ible is without errors, Boyd'considers this a fool's

- he says, we should embrace the

mistakes and C in Scripture, for they
show that God chose to usSe fallible humans to

communicate timeless truths. Just as God

ultimately came to save humanity:in theform ofa
human, God chose to i ugh the

L an writing. Instead of the

erfections being a reason to attack its
veracity, these "problems" actually support the
trustworthiness of Christian Scripture. Inspired

Imperfection is required reading for anyone who's

questioned the Bible because of its contradictions."

What, thenfcan
Boyd say to Kimis
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poes god ever change His mind?
oF THEPOSSIBLE

GBREGORY A. BOYD

author of best-selling Letters from a skeptic

"He says here'[Jer:
18:8, 10] (and many
other places), 'l
change my mind.'
How could he say it
any clearer? If this
passage doesn’t teach
us that God can truly
change his intentions,
whatiwouldalpassage
thatidid teachithis!
lookilike®
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"I"'suggest that'if this
text isn't enough to
convince us that
God's mind is not
eternally settled, then
our philosophical
presuppositions are
controlling our
exegesis to a degree
that noltexticouldiever:
teachiusithis:
Gregony AL Boydy GodlofithelRassibleiDaoes

God Ever€hangelkisiMind2(GrandiRapids:
Baker, 2000), 785

"God has' a personal spikitibodyi(Dan?
7:9-14; 10:5-19); shape!(Jn35:31);
(Phil. 2:5-7); image andilik
man (Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek’

11:4; 18:24; 33:18), ears) (PS¢
‘ head, face, arms/(Dan%7:9-

Finis Jengings Dake Rev. 5:1-7; 22:4-6); and otherbodily;
parts.:

Dake, NT, p. 97.
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- |sa 30:27 <=

Behold, the name of the LORD comes
from afar, Burning with His anger, And
His burden is heavy; His lips are full of
indignation, And His tongue like a
devouring fire.

"I"'suggest that'if this
text isn't enough to
convince us that
God's mind is not
eternally settled, then
our philosophical
presuppositions are
controlling our
exegeS|s to a degree

!?&
God Eve Change

70



"I"'suggest that'if this
text isn't enough to
convince us that
God has lips and a
tongue, then
our philosophical
presuppositions are
controlling our
exegesis to a degree
that noltexticouldiever:
teachus'this™*
Glegony At Boydy Godiofithel Rossibled Does

God Ever€hangelkisiMind2(GrandiRapids:
Baker, 2000), 785

2 God, although
incorporeal, is
mamed in Scripture
metaphorically by
corporeal names."

[SHNai0%a%)

A

%
t
h,

’ Ny .
—~Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

—gl
i
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gNowpwhat werhave said
setslaside the error of
centaintdews who) attributed
langer, sadness,
repentance; and all such
passions'in their proper
senselto God, failing to
distinguishiwhat in Sacred
Scrpl‘ure is'said properly
what metaphorically.”

P
' 1
fg N ("ﬁ
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

So Whege Does
the Philosophy
Come. [n.?

Interoreling e Bible
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"We must getiour
hermeneutics
from the Bible

otherwise wejire
lost in
relativism!*

(caller tolradiortalkeshow)

- @
FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
INTERPRETATION

m———

| THOMAS HOWE

i

/5‘--‘,
Thom%% Howe

Southern Evai’sf’gelical Seminary
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The Foundation of Truth
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s fihe ﬂ@ﬂ@ iNerEANT2

One cannotld elwhetherithe
Bible'is merrant &7@0@@@ lhe knows

e Bible Inerrani

One cannetiknowAwhattankerroris
unlessthe whatitruthlis:
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The Concept of Truth
inthe Inerrancy Debate

Norman L. Geisler

How is it that evangelicals on both sides of the inerrancy
debate can claim the Bible is wholly true and yet one side believes
that there can be minor mistakes of history or science affirmed by
the biblical authors,! while the other side denies that there are any
mistakes whatsoever? Some even claim to believe in inerrancy to
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Correspondence

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power
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The Foundation of Truth
The Foundation of Logic




Objections
to

Logic

The Foundation of Truth
The Foundation of Logic
The Foundation of Knowledge
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= Acts 10:37-41 <

“... that word you know, which was
proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began
from Galilee after the baptism which John
preached: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by:the devil,
for God was with Him. And we are
witnesses of all things which He did both in
the land of the Jews and.in Jerusalem,
whom they killed by hanging on a tree: Him
God raised up on the third day, and showed
Him openly, not to all the people, but to
witnesses chosen before by God, even to
us who ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead.”

- Luke 1:1-4 <

“Inasmuch as many have taken in
hand to set in order a narrative of
those things which have been fulfilled
among us, just as those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word delivered them to
us, it seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding of all things
from the very first, to write to you an
orderly account, most excellent
Theophilus, that you may know the
certainty of those things in which you
were instructed."
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o 1John 1:1-3 =

“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the Word of life—
the life was manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested to us—that
which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ.”

gMéfy and ofher \'Nome‘rl";"
<5l (Matt..28:1-10) &

it

JB | theiten disciplesiy =
b e '»v-“- ."-"-_" \ z;' Ve
e W(EUKeR22:3 6249t

: ;/ theftwoldisciples' on!
the wayste' Emmaus |
(Ruke 24:13:35)
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The Foundation of Truth
The Foundation of Logic

The Foundation of Knowledge

The Foundation of Morality
The Feundatien of Life
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The Foundation of Truth
The Foundation of Logic

The Foundation of Knowledge

The Foundation of Morality
The Eoundation of Life
The Foundation of God
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The Meaning of "Nature*

The Meaning of "Flesh’vs. 'Spirit’

The Meaning of Inerrancy.
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The Doctrine of the Attributes,of God:
God Fading Away/

-~




Kichard G. Howe, F}"D
[ mentus Professor
Southern F_vanschcalScminarH
hadotte, NC_

Clark H.

Pinnock

Clarkthihnock
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"If [God] is with us in the
world, if we are to take
biblical metaphors
seriously, is God in some
way embodied? Critics
will be quick to say that,
although there are
expressions of this idea in
the Bible, they are not to
be taken literally. But | do
not believe that the idea is
as foreign to the Bible's
view of God as we have
assumed."

[Clark Pinnock, Most Moved Mover: A Theology of
God's Openness (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
2001), 33]

Clark-.Pi'nn:’ock
L

The Doctrine of the Attributes,of God:
God Fading Away:

The Doctrine of Miracles
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and) Apologet'C
Richard G. Howe; __Ph D. '

The Doctrine of the Attr/butes of God:

The Doctrine of Miracles

The Doctrinelof: Faith: Refutingthe
Heresies offthe*Weiid of Faith

Movemen\
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L
Step Jay Gould Alister McGrath
19741200248 . Bad W

Facts and the Relationship
of Science and Religion

Paleontologist, evolutionary
biologist, and historian of
science

Taught at Harvard and New

Stephﬁ,."ay Gould York University
1941 2002

Famous for his theory of
punctuated equilibrium

Was very interested in the
relationship between science
and religion




"We may, | think, adopt
AN this word and concept to
\ == express the central point
S s < oOf this essay and the
principled resolution of
supposed ‘conflict’ or
'warfare' between science

and religion.

’ -

a7 s

2 -
o —

o

’ -

7 )

2 -
o :

"No such conflict should
e exist because each
\ . subject has a legitimate
S oas © magisterium, or domain of

teaching authority—

o
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Step Jay Gould
1941-200248

i? -
2 -
o —
t

Steph Jay Gould
%2’1 -200248

"and these magisteria do
not overlap (the principle
that | would like to
designate as NOMA, or
‘nonoverlapping
magisteria’)."”

"The net of science
covers the empirical
universe: what is it made
of (fact) and why does it
work this way (theory).
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"The net of religion
extends over questions of

= moral meaning and value.

Step Jay Gould
hﬁsﬁﬁ -200248

"These two magisteria do
not overlap, nor do they
encompass all inquiry
stepNgy Jay Goui (consider, for starters, the
magisterium of art and the
meaning of beauty).




/ > 7
F ? "To cite the arch cliches,
W we get the age of rocks,
Ny /- and religion retains the
S aas ©  rock of ages; we study
how the heavens go, and
they determine how to go

to heaven.”

[Stephen Jay Gould, "Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” http://www.blc.arizona.edu/courses/
schaffer/449/Gould%20Nonoverlapping%20Magisteria.htm, assessed 10/20/21]

-

Steph‘en Jay Gould
941-200248

Non
Overlapping
Magisteria
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1941-200248

NOMA

Science Religion
(Facts and (Moral Meaning
Theories) and Values)

N
Alister McGrath
ey

* Andreas Idreos Professorship
of Science and Religion at
Oxford University

Senior Research Fellow at
Harris Manchester College,
Oxford




N &
Alister McGrath
By

"There is, of course, a third option—that of
'‘partially overlapping magisteria’
(a POMA, so to speak),

N &
‘Alister McGrath
By

"reflecting a realization that science and religion
offer possibilities of cross-fertilization on
account of the interpenetration of
their subjects and methods."

[Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath, The Dawkins Delusion? Atheist Fundamentalism and the Denial of the Divine (Downers
Grove, IL: 2007), 41
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Overlapping
Magisteria

Common factual claims
of science and religion

e.g., information
content in biological
systems

(Facts and | (Facts and
Theories) Values)
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Former Charles Simonyi
Professor of Public
Understanding of Science,
Oxford University

Author of The Selfish Gene;
The Blind Watchmaker;, The
God Delusion, and more

famous for his theory of
memes

outspoken atheist

103



pFLIGION

fin he Cure
her we cantl dt :
Toget

iMhelpresencelor
absence of'a
creative'super-
intelligence is
unequivocally a
scientific question,
even if it is not in
practice—or not
yet—a decided
one."

[The God Delusion, 58-59]

As readable and vigorous a defense of Darwinism a:
has been published since 1859

RICHARD DAWKINS

The Blind
Watchpnaker

Why the evidence )fﬂ?)lu/tlun reveals
a universe \\-'ilf&l design

BY THE AUTHOR OF THE SELFISH GENE

"Unlike some of
his theological

colleagues, Bishop

Montefiore is not
afraid to state that
the question of
whether God
exists is a definite
question of fact."

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]
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SHEE S 2l ENSWETT 1)
evenyisuchiguestion
[aboutmiracles]iwhether
or netiwelcan discover it
in practice, and it'is'a
strictly scientific answer.
The methods we should
use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that
relevant evidence ever
became available, would
| : be purely and entirely.
RichardiDawkins ? scientific methods."

\ [Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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What methods for
answering questions
does Dawkins
propose?

According to
Dawkins, should
scientific methods be
used only for certain
kinds of questions or
for every kind of
question?

Iherelisianfanswetos
evenyssuchiguestion
[aboutimiracles]iwhether:
or netiwelcan'discover it
in practice, andit'is a
strictly scientific answer.
The methods we should
use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that
relevant evidence ever
became available, would
be purely and entirely
scientific methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

such'question
[abouttmiracles]iwhether
or netiwelcan'discover it
in practice, andit'is a
strictly scientific answer.
The methods we should
use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that
relevant evidence ever
became available, would
be purely and entirely:
scientific methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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Is this statement [abo S ‘
here provable by in ~‘ actice, and it'is a
“purely and entirely % ictly scientific answer:
. = = " e metheds we should
sc:ent:flc methods @ use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that

@ relevant evidence ever

became available, would

be purely and entirely

@@ scientific methods.*

[Richard Bawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

Nherelistantanswerto
evenyisuchiguestion

If not, what kind of [aboutimiracles]whether
method should be or notiwelcanidiscover it

in practice, andit'is a
used? strictly scientific answer.
The methods we should
use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that
relevant evidence ever
became available, would
be purely and entirely:
scientific methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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Why can't that [about mlracltﬁig;vhether
method be used for o notiwe'can'discover'it

i in practice, and it'is a
questions about strictly scientific answer.
. The methods we should
mlracles? use to settle the matter, in
the unlikely event that
relevant evidence ever
became available, would
be purely and entirely:
scientific methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

RicharalDawkins
I_/:'.-

Completely
Overlapping
Magisteria
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Science
(Facts and Values)
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FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
2z L)/—)){///((//
INTERPRETATION

Epwarp FESER

Thomas . Howe

Southern Eva;n/,g"elical Seminary
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Scholastic Metaphysics

A Contemporary Ini roduction

Edward Feser

Aristotle's Revenge

The Metaphysical Foundations of

Physical and Biological Science
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Etienne Gilson

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

PRO

OF THE EX

of G (
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GAVEN KERR, OP
Aquinas’s Way to God

The Proofin De Ente et Essentia

GAVEN KERR, OP

Aquinas’s Way to God

The Proofin D¢ Ente ef Essentia
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JAMES E. DOLEZAL

ALL THAT
IS IN GOD
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BELIEVER AND AN ATHEIST DEBATE

A

Antony Flew
(1923 - 2010)

TERRY MIETHE AND ANTONY FLEW

MAITAd ANOLNYV

putTw SIY pPafuByD

18T9Y1® SNOTIO0JOU 3S0W

S,PTI0M 33 MOYH

T0) gM ST TUEHL Antony Flew
i 1923 - 2010
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EXIST

The Debate between Theists & Atheists
" JPMORELAND AND
R NIELOEN
* Peter Kreeft * Anto}lv- Flew -

J. P. Moreland | «William Lane Craig» Kai Nielsen |
wKelmParsonS#DallasWillard J

-
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