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The term 'metaphysics' comes from the
Greek words:
meta (ueto): beyond, after
phusis (pvoic): origin, the course of nature
(i.e., the physical world), kind,
nature
It means "after the physics" or "beyond the
physical.”

Aristotle's work Metaphysics (lit., ta meta to
phusika (zo. uetor Tor dvotxo.)) gave the
name to the subject matter contained in the
treatise:

a. Either because this treatise came after his treatise
titled Physics

b. Or because the subject matter with which this
treatise deals has to do with things that are beyond
the physical
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Note that just because something is
characterized as "beyond the
physical,” does not mean that it is an
immaterial substance. 'Metaphysical’
IS not the same as 'spiritual’.

theohysical

Generally, 'metaphysical’ would refer
to a particular aspect or "constituent"
of a thing, whether that thing is a
sensible object or an immaterial
object (like an angel).

thefphysical
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Historical reason: the first philosophers
dealt with metaphysical issues

Philosophical reason: according to some,

Issues of reality (being) are more
fundamental than issues of knowing
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There are two great
philosophical traditions
in Western thought that
have endured since the

ancient Greeks.
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ContinentallRationalistiliradition

René Descartes Baruch Spinoza Gottfried-Wilhelm. Leibniz
(1596-1650) (1632-1677) (1646-1716)

B
Immanuel Kant
(1724-1804)
British Empiricist Tradition

gonnibocke George Berkeley
{16328170) (1685-1753)

Exploring therfcontours ofihow
these traditionsihave answered
certain basic guestions about the
nature of reality will enable us to
position many questions and
concerns we have as Christians.
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Platolis'significant and'stands
out firsttamong philosopherstin
the'flow of Western
philosophical thought because
in him we have the first full-
fledged philosophical system.

Reality.
Knowledge
Ethics
Art

Politics

10
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Plato wrotelin "dialogues: wiritteniin
the style of interaction betweenithe
various speakers (called
interlocutors).

His earlier dialogues have Socrates
as the main interlocutor:

11
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One of'Plato's concerns was trying
to find the essence of things:

Very soon we will exploreiRlatoers
understanding of "essences,* known
as his doctrine or theory:of Forms:

12
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syprRo: This, Socrates, is something new? What has taken
@ your haunts in the Lyceum, and makes you spend your
qal porch? You surely cannot have a case at law, as I

cuting you? I never would believe th3
else.
s0CRATES : Noindeed.
EUTHYPHRO: Then somebody is prosecuting
SOCRATES : Most certainly.
EUTHYPHRO: Who is it?
50CRATES: Iam not too cleg
phro. He appears to me to be

e 'Pﬁlﬂ s oniy 25
gins His political activity iﬂghif for the right way to begin 1s to pay
attention to the young, and make them just as good as possible—pre-
cisely as the able farmer will give his attention to the young plants
first, and afterward care for the rest. And so Meletus no doubt begirs
by clearing us away, the ones who ruin, as he says, the tender shoots
of the young. That done, he obviously will care for the older gener-
ation, and will thus become the cause, in the highest and widest
measure, of benefit to the state. With such a notable beginning, his
chances of success look good.

EuTHYPHRO: 1 hope 50, Socrates, but I'm very much afraid it
will go the other way. When he starts to injure you, it simply looks to
me like beginning at the hearth to hurt the state. But tell me what he
says you do to corrupt the young.

b socRATEs: It sounds very queer, my friend, when first you
hear it. He says I am a maker of gods; he charges me with making new

From On the Trial and Death of Socrates, translated with introduction
by Lane Cooper (Ithaca, New York, 1941; copyright 1941 by Lane Cooper).
170

EUTHYPHRO 171

gods, and not believing in the old ones. These are his grounds for pros-
ecuting me, he says.

EUTHYPHRO: I see it, Socrates, It is because you say that ever
and anon you have the spiritual sign! So he charges you in this indict-
ment with introducing novelties in religion, and that is the reason
why he comes to court with this slanderous complaint, well knowing
how easily such matters can be misrepresented to the crowd. For my
own part, when I speak in the Assembly about matters of religion, and

e a prediction that did not come
s of all such people as ourselves.
ft £0 to meet them
if we were only laughed at, it

it
VETY TUCH QISturbed 1 ey at soand-s0 1s clever, so long as
he does not .mp.m his kmwlnﬂp to anybody else. But the moment
they suspect that he is giving his ability to others, they get angry,
whether out of jealousy, as you say, or, it may be, for some other
reason.

EUTHYPHRO: With regard to that, I am not very eager to test
their attitude to me.

SOCRATES : Quite possibly you strike them as a man who is
chary of himself, and is unwilling to impart his wisdom; as for me, I
fear I am so kindly they will think that I pour out all I have to every-
one, and not merely without pay—nay, rather, glad to offer something
if it would induce someone to hear me. Well then, as I said just
now, if they were going to laugh at me, as you say they do at you, it
wouldn't be at all unpleasant to spend the time laughing and joking in
court. But if they take the matter seriously, then there is no knowing
how it will turn out. Only you prophets can tell!

EUTHYPHRO: Well, Socrates, perhaps no harm will come of it
at all, but you will carry your case as you desire, and I think that I
shall carry mine.

RATES : Your case, Euthyphro? What is it? Are you prose-
cuting, or defending?

EUTHYPHRO: Prosecuting.

SOCRATES : Whom

EUTHYPHRO: One whom I am thought » maniac to be at-
tacking.

5OCRATES : How so? Is it someone who has wings to fly away
with?

EUTHYPHRO: He is far from being able to do that; he happens
tobe old, a very old man.

SOCRATES : Whois t, then?

EUTHYPHRO: It is my father.

SOCRATES ; Your father, my good friend?

13
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Aristotle is significant'because
of'his reaction to/Plato
regarding the naturelof,

sensible objects, his intense
emphasis on observation of the
natural world, and his
contributions to logic:

14



10/17/2024

Here, the term 'sensible’ means
"knowable by the senses."

In the context of philosophical
discussions (either formal or
informal) | am trying to condition
myself to use the term 'sensible’
instead of 'physical’.

15
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G. Howe, Ph.D.

IL. Ceiler Cler eff Clrisitn ApelogEies
Profe’sSodeRhIoSophyAandlApelogetics,

EVangelicalkSeminans

Correspondence

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power
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Correspondencer Airuthlisicorrespondencelto reality.r

alihisisaysithatfalstatementiisitrielin
asimuchrastiticonrespondsitorieality

alihus;the statementltistraining

vawouldiberattntielstatementliftitlistin
factirainingfinfreality’

vawouldibelalfalselstatemengifiitlis
inffactinotiraininglinireality:

SOCRATES: But how about truth,
then? You would acknowledge that
there is in words a true and a false?

HERMOGENES: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And there are true and
false propositions?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

SOCRATES: And a true proposition
says that which is, and a false
proposition says that which is not?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

[Cratylus, 385b, trans. Benjamin Jowett in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns,
eds. Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961,
423]
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STRANGER: Then what sort of character
can we assign to each of these
[statements]?

THEAETETUS: One is false, the other true.

STRANGER: And the true one states about
you the things that are as they are.

THEAETETUS: Certainly.

STRANGER: Whereas the false statement
states about you things different from
the things that are.

THEAETETUS: Yes.

[Sophist, 263b, trans. F. M. Cornford in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns, eds. /
Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961, 1010] ' (428*80 348 BC)

Correspondence

Theory of ‘l |!.

18
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In Greek thought the
metaphysical doctrines of
Form and Matter arose out of
several compelling
questions.

Wha‘t IS l??b@ut a gr@upﬁof \
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Wihatiis it abeut a thingithat
makes itﬁmﬁ(@gﬁme" thing,
thmmgho@% changes}it

undeﬁge_g '

WSincel(ifz)fthings
changeWnowais.
A knowledge of things
Y possible at all?
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The philosophical term ‘Form'
translates the Greek word eidos
(e160c) where we get the
English word ‘idear.

Our contemporary usage of the
term ‘idea’ is different than its
usage by the ancient Greek
philosophers.

24



Consider the
notion of
“triangle."

Each of the triangles
have characteristics
that are not essential to
being a triangle.

/3
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Each triangle falls short .
of being a perfect
triangle, yet we still
know them as triangles. ‘ .

There is something
common to them all that
makes them all
triangles.

26
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Plato, Aristotle, and
Aquinas called this
common aspect "Form."

Plato: €180c (eidos).

Aristotle: popon (morphé).
Aquinas: forma

27



Lest one mistakenly
think that Form means
"shape,” consider again
the various kinds

of trees.
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In certain philosophical
contexts, a Form is
sometimes called a

nature.

Other uses of the term
‘nature’ need to be
clarified.

29
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Theologians use the
term ‘nature’ to refer to
a particular aspect or
propensity within
each of us, as |

in the "sin
nature.”.

o

“"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
—1~ what comes naturally: We

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]

e
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Use ohe Term
INCEIS 111

““INon-philosephicalluse

wRealism'Regardingithe

Existence of'External Reality

s Realism Regarding the
Nature ofilUniversals

33
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Atrealistlinithelnonzphilosophical
sense of theltermlis’one' who
approachesranjlissuerwith'common
sense, usually devoid of

sentimentality and naivete.

34
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Existence of'External Reality

v Realism Reggrbding the

Herelrealismimaintainskthatithereris
a'material'realityiexternal'to us; as
knowers' andithatithis material
external reality*exists whether we
are perceiving it or not.

35
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Thisnotionfofliealis miisicontrasted
with'ldealism¥ldealism’(George
Berkeley) maintaimsithat' there is' no

external material reality.

Anylviewlofiknewingkthat maintains
that therelistarrealitylexternal to us
as knowersiisjabform’ of realism.

36
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ThusyJohin iskalrealist'even
though'Locke'siview.on' how: we
know. extern%eality is quite
different from Plato's, Aristotle's and
Aquinas's views.

Nature of:Universals

37
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Herelrealismlimalntain'sithat
universalsi(eghrhtiman=-ness) are
real entitiesithatihave existence
apart from particulars. (Plato)

lihisinotionleflrealismlisicontrasted

withranti-realismilikerconceptualism

(William of Ockham)for'nominalism
Gl

(DavidiFHume).

38
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Plato Aristotle Aquinas

Extreme Moderate Scholastic Conceptualism Momﬂ alism

Realism Realism Realism
/=3

~
;

Plato Aristotle / Aquinas ©ckham

Extreme Moderate Nominalism
Realism Realism

39
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Universals and Teleology

40
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The key herelisithis: “Theldifferencelfrom the
Platoniciapproachiis thatitherScholasticiview/dees
nottakeithe existencelof a divine ordering
intelligence to follow: directly fromithe existencel of
teleology in nature. An intermediate step:in
. argumentationiis required, for the link between
.’ H teleoclogy and an ordering intelligencelis (with a

nod to Aristotle) not taken to be obvious.*

[Edward Eeser, “Teleology: A Shopper's Guidet in' Neo-Scholastic Essays (South Bend: St. Augustine's
Press; 2015): 35, emphasis in original]

For Feser, the problem with Intelligent Designlis
thatlit skips thistintermediatelstep, thus rendering
therargument: (eitherexplicitly/or by implication)
non-Thomistic infas muchratitifails toifactorin
thatithe teleology arises primarily from the Eorm
(ie., itlis metaphysically intrinsic to or immanent
within the substance) while arising ultimately from
God as the Creator of the Form. The reason that
this'is a problem is because certain of the main
proponents of ID claim to be Thomistic.
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Plato's kTheory

Plato's Theory of
Forms and Things

a transcendent world of eternal and
absolute beings [or things],
correspondingito every kindiof thing
that there is, and causing in particular
things their essential natures:

[Ed. L. Miller and Jon Jensen, Questions that Matter: An Invitation to Philosophy, 5th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hlill; 2004), 78]
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FORMS
in the world of
BEING

THINGS
in the world of
BECOMING
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objective
transcendent
eternal
intelligible
archetypal
perfect

spatio-temporal
changeable
sensible

copied
imperfect

Characteristics of the Forms

& objective =
They exist "out there"” as objects,
independently.of our minds or wills.

& transcendent <
Though theyiexist "out there, " they,
do not exist in' space and time; theyilie
above or beyond space and time

46
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Characteristics of the Forms

&> eternal <=

As transcendent realities they are not
subject to time and therefore not subject
to metion or change.

& intelligible <
As transcendent realities they cannot
be grasped by the senses but only by the intellect.

Characteristics of the Forms

& archetypal =
They are the models for every kind
of thing that does or could exist.

perfect <

They include absolutely and perfectlyzall
the features of the things of which they arermeodels.
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The Relationship of
the Forms to

Particular Things

lIEEENES'S

Creen-NEsSs

OM=-E>»V-0—-=-2> 70

48



10/17/2024

o< F—-—O—0a<FFWn

lEEEENES'S

49



