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Plefe’s Theery 6f Knewledge
Reffieonelfem: Recellecien

The knower's knowledge of the Forms of things (their essences) comes from

recalling that knowledge from the knower's previous existence with the

Forms in the transcendent realm. The experience of learning is merely

"recollecting.” Empirical experience can be the occasion of recollecting. _e®

Real knowledge is of the
e Form "tree-ness" known
.s***"" from pre-existence with
the Forms.

The Form "tree-ness" exists
in the transcendent realm.

participates

U
Upon seeing the "shadow"

of the Form "tree-ness, the
knower recollects

(remembers) his previous
life with the Form.

The sensible tree in the world is a "shadow" of
the Form "tree-ness™ and is less real.
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Descartes &
(1596-1650)

(1632-1677)

Leibniz
(1646-1716)
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@nelcan be ratiomal
without being a
Rationalist.

~'Rationali-s

thexquality of being coherentéana
reasemnable; being consistent With the
laws of logic and of common sense as
opposed to being overly emotional,
irrational, unreasonable. | :




& Rationalismi%

apartictilar theory of knewledge
(epistemology) that maintainsythat

eason'is the primary or superior'sourcel
of knowledge about reallty.
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Examples of truthstabolirealitysthat
reasem can know: ineltiaes

legical truths, e.qg., the law of non=contradiction
mathematical truths, e.qg., 2 + 2 + 4

metaphysical truths, e.q., If a is biggerthan b |
and b is bigger than c, then a is bigger than c.

ethical principles, e.g., Harming an innocent
person is always wrong.

RGfionalismiiand
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Rationalism: elthiels

Rationalisnm elthelss

> deniestthattknowledge comes o
empjirical experience




Rationalism eitlﬁ

> deniestthattknowledge comes i@
lemplical experience

1.4

or

Is attainable only by reason apart from
empirical experience.

Plato: Sense experience is an unreliable
and inadequate route to knowledge, if
not outright deceptive.

Descartes: Sense experience is
unreliable and inadequate as a basis for
knowledge, but it may play some
secondary part in knowledge.

Deseartes}_‘
(1596-1650)
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v Thelfundamental trithsiabolidihe
werldicanibe known a plieli:

v Theyiare either innate or selfzevidelnt

to ollr minds.
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s Innates ideas that are in=boern

s self=evident: a truth immediately,
knewm to be true as soon asiemne

understands it

s Note: A truth can be self-evident to one perso

and not to another. For example, the

mathematical equation 2 + 2 = 4 might be se/f-;i;:

evident to an adult but not to a young child.
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