8_. ;
SY@TEI\/@ANC

-' PHM!@?@#HY

The Philosophy of
René Descartes

(1596-1650)

W




Descartes is regarded as the
father of modekn philosophy

He was disillusioned@with traditional philosophy.

On the other handfhe was struck by the
certainty of mathematics.

As the "inventor" of analytic geometry, he
wanted to use the "geometrical method"
for doing philosophy.
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Descartes is regarded as the
father of modern philosophy

Descartes’ methe@@dfattempted to base his
conclusionsi@n'reason alone.

Through intuition he could know certain basic
and undoubtable truths.

Through deduction he could draw from these basic
truths still further truths.
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Some Contemporary
Logic Termingloegy: Induction

s premises make thefeenclusion probable

" e.g., repeated observations of a given subject
might lead to a generalization about the nature of
that subject

Contrary to a popular definition, induction does
not have to conclude generalizations.
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Some Contemporary
Logic Terminolegy: Deduction

» premises make thefe@nclusion necessary

= Mathematics serve's as one example of
deduction.

Contrary to a popular definition, deduction does
not have to conclude particulars.
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Descartes' "Geometric"

(mathematical) Method

basic and basic and
undoubtable truths ‘ undoubtable truths |

Descartes employed his
"methodologicaljdoubt” also called
"sys tema tic doubt.”

He would doUbt anything and
everything that was doubtable in
hopes of discovering something

certain.

.



Descartes' philosophy unfolds in
three major stages:

1. the knowledge ofse/f
2

. the knowledge of God

3. the knowledge of material world

3

nowledop
of the Self
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In attempting to prove that he exists,
Descartes’ procedure will be to find
something hle'cannot doubt.

» Perhaps he could n@ttrust his senses.

/

s optical illusions

J
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s evil demon




a @@@: the v%ole

essence or nature of
which Is to think
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Scartes’ Eidologjical
Aligument for Gael

1. | hayelthe idea of perfection.

2. An effeet cannot be greater than'itsfcause.
3. My |

Therefore, my idea of perfection must come from
something that is perfect. God must be the
cause of my idea of perfection.

md'is not perfect.
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Deseartes’ On tolo@cal
Aligument for Geel

1. Godp’o"sess all perfections.
2. Existence is a perfection.

Therefore, God possess existence.




I am centain | seem to perceive physical

Godjweuld not allow me to be comple tely
decgelyed.

Therefore, my perception of phys:cal objects
is basically reliable.

I perceive that | have a physical body.

Therefore, | can be confident that | have a
physical body.

-
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P,

i *
a stlosi@ance: the wihole
essence or nature of
which is to be extended

_

Why; might Descalites
thipk that the mingh(a
thinking thing) and body
(an extended thing) are

different substances?
-
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Prineiple of the Nonidentity
of Discernibles

If two things do not have exactly
identical properties, then they
are not identical.

g

The body has property A.

The mind has pr@perty non-A.

If two things do@have exactly
identical properti€'s, then they cannot be
identical.

Therefore, the mind and the body are not
identical. They are two completely different

entities. -
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The Argument from Doubt

I can doubt my bodydexists.
I cannot doubt mygmind exists.

If two things do not’have exactly identical
properties, then they cannot be identical.

Therefore, the mind and the body are not
identical.
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The Argument from Divisibility

1. The body is divisible!
2. The mindis indivisible.

3. Iftwo things do not’have exactly identical
properties, then they cannot be identical.

Therefore, the mind and the body are not
identical.

-
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The Argument from Consciousness

The body does notghave the property of
consciousness.

If two things do not have the exactly identical

properties, then they cannot be identical.
Therefore, the mind and the body are not
identical.

The mind has the property of consciousness.

_

The Mind/B9dy Problem

14



! O.  Interactionism
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Malebranche
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Double Aspect Theory

Spinoza
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. Epiphenomenalism

@ T. H. Huxley

Functienalism

sscontemporary optiogiepted for over
epiphenomenalism

“*mind is a function of body (software to
hardware)
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Emergent Rroperty View

sscommon option for gelatemporary materialist
philosophers

“*mind is to body as white is to red/blue/green

Desceres” Theorny 6ff Knewlecee The mind intuits certain
Retionalism: [muifen ene Decucfen truths in reality ...

Through sy ic doubt ( hodol pticism), Descartes di d that
certain things could not be doubted. He maintained that the knower can intuit certain d th ded t th
truths about reality. These truths present themselves as "clear and distinct.” From . .® an en deducts other
these truths, the knower can deduce other truths about reality. The existence of God L A . ans W truths about real |ty
can be proven and God guarantees that our empirical perceptions are basically reliable. Pr \d s

"saa,, God guarantees the
Copy in the mind of general reliability of
the external object empirical perceptions.

Object in
External Reality
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