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the glory of God and
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The heavens declare

His rlghteousness

And all the peoples
see HlS glory

Tl Psalm 97 6

i ! Sk er’mce the @ the world ik I g g
w7 vtsz’ble Efﬁ@@]@ clearly seen, bemgﬂ

understoo dbythe thmgsafre made,,- on |
" l His eternal’power: and Godhead |
‘ ! E; \ Lot e\ -A (Romﬁl 20a (
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althoug ng th‘e law; aresd
Iaw té the whoxshow
Kitten

[ROM 2415 R

OfLh; e"évrth,
and wine that makes glad th%art o‘%”ma : ; <
01/ to make his face shine, and bread.which .

s strengthens man’s heart.
: 3 Psalm 104:14-15
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e \Weralseraieimeniwithithefsamelnatine
asyeusandipreach tetyoulthatiyoulshould
tunniiremitheseluselessithingsitorthelliving
GodRwhelmadetthelheaven:itheleanth the
B seaandiallfthingsithat arelinfthemsywholin
bygeneigenernationstallowediallfnationsite

walldinttheidewniwayssNevernthelessike

didinetleavelHimselfiwithoutiwitnessin
thatifeldid'gead, gavelusiain iiomiheaven
andifruitfullseasons, fillingiourlheantsiwith

food andigladness

Act14:1547
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Theism

vifrom the Greek
word0coc (theos)
meaning ‘God*

v the'world view/that
affirms' the
existence of God

Theism

the view! that
say/s:
L Godiexistsh




Theism
O>'monotheism
onlyone!God

=Ipolytheismis,

many, gods

— R —

OS> pantheism =<
alllisigod

-

‘2 panentheism=¥

alllis’inigod

Agnosticism

v_from the Greekiword
YWOGLG (gnosis)
meaning ‘knowledge

v with'thelnegation o
(a))meaning ‘not: or:
"o

v thelsuspension of;
judgment on the
question of God's
existence
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Agnosticism

the view: that
Say/s:
"] don’t know

whether God
eists.,”

Atheism

v_from the Greekiword
Bcoc (theos) meaning
‘God!

v with'thelnegationi o
(a))meaning ‘not: or:
o

v theiworldview: that

denies the existence
of God
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Atheism
the view! that
says
“Goddoes
not exist.*

iIfhree Categories

%)\f Atheism »
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Richard Dawkins Sam Harris Daniel Dennett  Christopher Hitchens




Popular

What Is
ularnAtheism?

22222222
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The term ‘popular here does
not mean that' it isswell liked or
welltkneowin:

Rather, in this context, ‘popular’
ISt contrast te: 'scholarly:

11



It means that the writing Is for a

more general audiencerinstead
ofitherexpertsiortechniciamnsiin
fielalk

As such, it requires of the
reader less background
kmewledgeranaiisigenerallyiiree;
oftechnlcalktemminelogyA
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Who Are Some

For reasons that should
become obv:ous the cast of

N@W A
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Richard Dawkins

Sam Harris
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N ..‘;\
Daniel Dennett™
(1942-2024)

god

Christopher
Hitchens

BREAKING

THE

DANIEL C. DENNETT

0
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George Smith elj
(1949-2022) A ‘

~ How an
Evangelical

\

THE CASE
AGAINST

GOD

BY GEORGE H. SMITH

|

Dan Barker

=h Preacher Became kv
; o One of America’s
f Leading Atheists PR
] L R S . --., .
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A 21st Century Guide for
Atheists and Believers

(and Everyone in Between)

- “Urenuniy usefel . Hag loreshadow o new spinitof ity and mued inquiry *
= FHE WA SHINGTON PUST BOOK WORLD

HICHAEL SHERMER

of WHY PEOPLE BELIEVYE WEIRD THINGS

HWILEY- BLACKWELL
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David Mills

What Is

ATHEISM?

A
Short
Introduction

DOUGLAS
E. KRUEGER

ATH

éﬁ;

EIS
UNIVERSE

v A

| The Thinking Person’s Answer to
| Christian Fundamentalism

the case
against

JOHN W. LOFTUS

WHY

I BECAME AN
ATHEIST

A FORMER PREACHER
REJECTS CHRISTIANITY
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Atheism iIs not a

belief. Rather, it
is the'lack of a

belief in God.
L

21
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__ ~
. i

Extraordinary claims
require extraordinary.
evidence.

il e

— —
. 0
Science flies you to the
moon. Religion flies you

into buildings.

Y.L
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Axial Tilt: The
Reason for the
Season

We are all atheists about

most Gods. I'm just an
atheist about one more
God than you.

asl1™ 1\ 1
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Science is all we
need to understand
fruths about reality
(including whether

God exists).

2/2/2026
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Christianity has
reacted against
science because

science has displaced
man from the center
of the universe.

Christianity has
always stood

against the
advances of
science. The case of
Galileo is proof.
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The Bible was
written by the same
people who said the

earth was flat.

Most scientists are
atheists therefore

the belief in God is
not'scientific.
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Virtual particles
prove that

something can

come from nothing.

If God created the
biological
complexity of the
world, He must be
no less complex.
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Question Everything:

% .
- -

28
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:y ~ \i _ _ -
If everything needs a
cause, then God
neleds a cause

rapl 7 ii
' ‘..p-. . —_——

7

§ §
Who made God?
Who designed the

des:gner?
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B 2\ | e
"l‘ ‘s ik
Atheists can be moral
without believing in God.
Therefore God is not

necessary for morallty
-’ A’

& o=

TaR
&L

Christianity requires faith
which is belief in spite of
the evidence.
~ 4 ( 4
| \_.- .
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S ke
A1 AN
Why can there not be an

infinite regress of causes
in the past7

Can God make a rock too
heavy for Him to pick up?

“A

t\;.d =

31
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Question Everything.:
N ) ree

Ve l
' “ B 1
Questlon Everythmg Why should we think that Can God make a rock too
the cause of the universe heavy for Him to pick up? -

s God: " L{ i
" Al 1 f - -‘,‘/f v B ‘ : e 1 e ; ;
L R ‘ & il "‘i i
A7 I \ /4R 7 W
Why: can there not be an Chrrst:amty requires faith ’ LG £3Q .be mea
e Nl o ; without believing in God.
infinite regress of causes which is belief in spite of S erefore Godllis et

the edence; : necessary for morality. :

i f
@l 7R & < Led
T T | e Ve . e ¢

-

3 - - -

— - -
| NN/ N
Who made God? If everything needs a
Who designed the X cause, then God
des:gner7 needs a cause.

T . SO .. L

- - -
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ﬁotice that.in seme instances, the
e — .

o criticisms f@m the p%aular
aﬂtheists e‘*e aimed at.an
amorph@'ug concepf@f@e

“religion” i

"imstead of the'factual

question %e‘exis’te,nce of God!
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. Atheism is nota |
¥ belief. Rather, itis thej}
; lack of a belief.in God

tf‘ ! /f.r ’
G

l
George H. Smith ‘Greg Bahnsen h

(1949-2022) " ! (1948-1995)
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worldview. Let's be
clear about that.
Atheism is simply
| the absence of belief
in God."

[Debate between George H. Smith and Greg Bahnsen]

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

ATHEISN\

THE CASE
AGAINST

GOD

BY GEORGE H. SMITH

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

36



George H. Smith
(1949-2022)
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"A thelsm ln lts

absence of bellef
En‘at‘helst istnot
primatilyialperson
who believes, that a
god dt").e"s I%t exist;
rather, he does not
believe in the

existence of God."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"Atheism, in its
basiciformyisinotia
.bellef'., itis'the

absence. of belief.

Mheist istnot
primarilyialperson
who believes, that a
god does not exist;
rather, he does not

believe in the

existence of God."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)
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"As used throughout

signifiesithelbeliefiin
any,god. or: number (o]
wThe preflx a’
meansgwithout;*so
the term ‘a-theism'
literally, means
‘without'theism;“or
without'belief’in*a
god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"As used throughout

signifiesithelbeliefiin
any,god. or: number of
q"The preflx a'
meansgwithout,” so
the term ‘a-theism'
literally means
‘without theism,' or
without'belief’in‘a
god or gods."”

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]
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Notic&hat Smith;

withoutiany argument,

movesifrom'negating
‘theism’

Noticﬁt’hat Smith;

without:gny argument,

movesifrom'negating
‘theism’ to negating
‘belief!

2/2/2026

"As used throughout
ﬂi‘”‘ﬂboo
Signifiesithe behef in
any,god or.number of
“'1The prefM‘a
meansgwithout,“so
the'term a-theism'’
literally, n’feans
w:thout theism;‘or
without'belief'in"a
god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"As used throughout
thisiboo
s:gmfres the behef in
any.god. or. number of
“'1The pref:x a'
meansgwithout,“so
the'term a-theism'’

- literallymeans
w:thout theism, ' or
without'belief'in'a

god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]
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Noti@&hat Smith;
withoutiany argument,
moves'from'negating

‘theism’ato_negating

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)
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"As used throughout
.égmf:es the -behef in
any.god or.number. of

godas ds The pref?x!‘a

meansgwithoutso
the'term a-theism'’
literally; n’?eans
w:thout theism;‘or
without'beliefin‘a
god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"’Iir;)rm the mere
fa thatdalperson
IS an a%e
cannot inferthat
thisjperson!
subscribes to
any%r’ticular
positive belief*

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God

(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 21]
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"Fromithe mere
facttI}at a person
is an i:atheist, one
cannot infer that

this person

subscribes to
any particular
positive belief”

[Smith, Atheism, 21, cf. p. 27]

EXIST

The Debate between Theists & Atheists

JP MORELAND AND
KAI NIELSEN

with Contributions by:

* Peter Kreeft * Antony Flew *
* William Lane Craig *
* Keith Parsons * Dallas Willard « |

— |

"If atheism is
c& re " .

> manisialone

»>'therelis no g“

» for knowledge man;
mus Efa_mk fordhimself

> for suecesspman must
work:®

»> for happiness, man
must strive to achieve it

> all of these are sole
responsibility of man

2/2/2026
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A@ter all, f.thelsm
._Ls s:mg.‘y the
I%c':k of b'eIAef in

God (and not as is
commo

suppose the

demal of God's

IR Vierelandkand KailNie ;
’ﬁ@@@%lﬁm@@&ﬁﬂﬂ;1hmmnldﬂm
: 1990): ? repL{b[lSe.

atheist

You elaim that
a “god” exists,

I don’t
believe
you.

It's really that simple.

2/2/2026
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What's at sta‘;e in
tI@ fmltlon of

ltlpc-ils

‘ {

l\'\

/ Pan Barker; 1
\ e ¢
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“Theists claim that
there is'a'god;
atheists dornot. ...
In;any argument,
the burden of:
proofision thelone
making‘the claim:*

[Dan Barker, Godless: Howian:Evangelical
Preacher Became One of America's [Leading
Atheists (Berkeley: Ulysses Press;2008);:104]

“Theists claim that
there is'a god;
atheists dornot. ...
In;any argument,
the burden of
proofis on the one
making the claim:*

[Dan Barker, Godless: Howian:Evangelical
Preacher Became One of America's [Leading
Atheists (Berkeley: Ulysses Press;2008);:104]

2/2/2026
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The

Atheist
Debater’s

Handbook

by B. C. J.ti-)hm.;_on.'

whilefatheists do neffhave; The e

IStichlalbelief. Many theists | Atheist .
insist that it is the R E s

responsibility of the'atheist . Deb atel’ S
tolofferevidence justifying, . : &y

ihisllack:of belief.in HandbOOk '
Butlisithe theist's demand. L e
rational?SMustithe'atheist
justify hisllacklof belief'in
God? Or doesjithe burden

rest with the theist?*

. TS . IS ;- : = s
[B. C. Johnson, The Atheist Debater's Handbook (Buffalo: b," % B- ( . J-Ohﬂb;(}ﬂ .
Prometheus Books, 1983): 11] = M ; -
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whilekatheists do notihave)
Istichfalbelief. Many'theists
insist that it is the
responsibility of thelatheist
toJefferevidence justifying
hisylack:of belief inlG
lb the thelsts demand

jUStlfy hlS' Iackr of bellef in
God? Or doesithe burden
rest with the theist?"

[B. C. Johnson, The Atheist Debater's Handbook (Buffalo:
Prometheus Books, 1983): 11]
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The

| Athelst
Debater S
Handbook

46



First, some atheists
are using verbal
slight of hand when

they define atheism.

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

AT

2/2/2026

ISN\

THE CASE
AGAINST
GOD

BY GEORGE H. SMITH
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Granted that the suffix "ism"
constitutes albelief system,
Smith stilljilllicitly has the

negationkxag [

"belief" rather'than negating
,"‘"’God :
; Thus
a‘God"

"no belief in
it should be

gabelieffin m@ >

‘0\

2/2/2026

"As used throughout
ﬂ’h"@book, helis;
signifiesithelbeliefiin
any,god. or: number (o]
ﬂThe prefix#a’
meansiwithout “so
the term ‘a-theism'
literallyimeans
‘without'theism;“or
without'belief’in*a
god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"As used throughout

signifiesithelbeliefin
any,god. or: number of
ﬂThe prefix&a
meansgwithout)“so
the term ‘a-theism'
literallymeans
‘withoutitheism) " or
without'belief’in‘a
god or gods."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]
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What Is

ATHEISM?

A
Short
Introduction

DOUGLAS
E. KRUEGER

"The term 'atheism’ is
from the!Greek atheos.
;he prefixiafmeans
‘without¥andithe!Greek
theos means 'god,’' so
atheism means simply
'‘being without god.’
Theism asserts that
there is a god, so
atheism is the view
which does not assert
that therelis a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, WhatistAtheism? A Short
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]
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Notice that'Krueger "The term ‘atheismiis

moves from the albha from the Greek atheos?
P The prefix: ‘a®means

‘without," and thelGreek
theos means ‘god) s
atheism means simply;
‘being without'god$
Theism asserts that
there is a god, so}
atheism is the view;
which does not asserit;

that there is a god’&

[Douglas E. Krueger, What'is Atheismi2-A Shrt
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998 1]s

Notice that Krueger "The term ‘atheismgis;

moves from'the alpha from the Greek atheos!
P The prefix ‘a’ means

negefing Tee =——————without," and the Gréek
theos means 'god; 'S¢

atheism means simply;
'being without gods
Theism asserts that!

there is a god, So}

atheism is the view;

which does notiassert

that there is a god-%

[Douglas E. Krueger, What'is Atheism2.
Introduction (Amherst: Premetheus; 199

2/2/2026
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Notice that Krueger "The term ‘atheismiis;

moves from'the alpha from the Greekiaticoss
P The prefix 'a" means

negeiing Eee’ (which without," and the Greek:
would mean theos means 'god, S0
atheism means simply,
'being without.god™
Theism asserts that
there is a god, so}
atheism is the view,
which does not asseri:
that there is a god'=

[Douglas E. Krueger, What Is Atheisms
Introduction (Amherst: Premetheus, 19:

Notice that'Krueger "The term ‘atheiSmiis|

moves from the alpha from the Greekiathieos:
P The prefix 'a" means

negeting e’ (which ‘without," and the Greek:
would mean god" heos Mmed e e
» atheism means simply,
er %@g%'bemg without gody:
Theism asserts that
there is a god, So.
atheism is the view;

which does not assj__i'
that there is a god'&

[Douglas E. Krueger, What 1s Atheismz. Al g
Introduction (Amherst: Premetheus, 19 7]
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Notice that Krueger "The term 'atheismiis

moves from the aloha from the Greek atheos?
P The prefix ‘a° means

negeing el (which ‘without," and the Greek;
would mean Wiineut geal’ theos means \god i #so

» atheism meansisimply,
> %@g_ 'being without godX:
to the alpha negating the Theism asserts that

ASSenrtion there is a god, so
N&m is the view;
does not assert

that there is a god'

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism:
Introduction (Amherst: Premetheus, 19

Notice that Krueger "The term 'atheismiis

moves from the aloha from the Greek atheos?
P The prefix ‘a’ means.

negeting tee (which ‘without," and the Greek;
would mean Wiineut geel’ theos means \god i #so

» atheism meansisimply,
or ‘not-geef) 'being without'god*:

to the alpha negating the Theism asserts that
(which means there is a god,;so

the absenceof the atheism is the view;
which does not assert

assertion of godiinstead that there is a godi:
Of the absence of god). [Douglas E. Krueger, What'is Atheism?

Introduction (Amherst: Premetheus, 19 b .
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Notice that Krueger "The term ‘atheismis

movesifiienihe aloha from the Greekiatheos:
p The prefix ‘a* means

nega Df‘ﬁ:h ‘without," and the: Greek
would mean Wiineut geal’ theos meansi‘god;¢so

Y0 i atheism means:simply,
or ety )r§> ‘being without god-*
to the alpha negating the Theism asserts!that
ESSEAIEN ich means there is a god, so}
the absence.o atheism is the view;

p . does not assert
assertion of godiinstead that thereis a godi&

Of the absen ce Of go d). [Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism2 A Slzo

Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus; 1998); 1x‘7‘]

- — The ;
Gambridge Gompanion
fo

ATHEISM

>
.
-t

-

‘ Michael Martin
MICHAEL MARTIN ({932-2015)

-
-
\

‘\-
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"If you look up 'atheism'in a
dictionary, you will find it defined as
the belief that there is no God.
Certainly, many people understand
‘atheism’ in this way. Yet this is not
what the term means if one considers
it from the point of view of its Greek
roots. In Greek 'a’ means 'without’ or
‘not’ and 'theos' ‘god.’ From this stand
point, an atheist is someone without
a belief in God; he or she need not
be someone who believes that God

does not exist. Michael Martin

[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism g
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1] (1 932-201 5)

"If you look up 'atheism'in a
dictionary, you will find it defined as
the belief that there is no God.
Certainly, many people understand
‘atheism’ in this way. Yet this is not
what the term means if one considers
it from the point of view of its Greek
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or
‘not’ and 'theos' ‘god.’ From this stand
point, an atheist is someone without
a belief in God; he or she need not
be someone who believes that God

does not exist." M'i"éhael Martin

[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism g
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1] (1 932-201 5)

2/2/2026
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"If you look up 'atheism'in a
dictionary, you will find it defined as
the belief that there is no God.
Certainly, many people understand
‘atheism’ in this way. Yet this is not
what the term means if one considers
it from the point of view of its Greek
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or
‘not’ and 'theos' ‘god.’ From this stand
point, an atheist is someone without
a belief in God; he or she need not
be someone who believes that God

does not exist. Michael Martin

[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism g
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1] (1 932-201 5)

"If you look up 'atheism'in a
dictionary, you will find it defined as
the belief that there is ho God.
Certainly, many people understand
‘atheism’ in this way. Yet this is not
what the term means if one considers
it from the point of view of its Greek
roots. In Greek ‘a' means 'without' or
‘not’ and 'theos' ‘god.’ From this stand
point, an atheist is someone without
a belief in God: he or she need not
be someone who believes that God

does not exist.” IVIIi:’Ch ael Martin

[n.a., "General Introduction " in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism e
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1] (1 932-201 5)

2/2/2026
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"If you look up 'atheism'in a
dictionary, you will find it defined as
the belief that there is no God.
Certainly, many people understand
‘atheism’ in this way. Yet this is not
what the term means if one considers
it from the point of view of its Greek
roots. In Greek 'a’ means 'without' or
‘not’ and 'theos' ‘god.’ From this stand
point, an atheist is someone without
a belief in God; he or she need not
be someone who believes that God
does not exist."

[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]

2/2/2026

v -
\ ‘1‘

Michael Martin
(@932-2015)

Second, this
definition
conflicts with
the standard
academic
definition of:
atheism.
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of
Philosophy

™. 1
Fhilesophy

" ECSTIes mroar SEEESCUON IO, gaesroes ) ST

Collier- Collier- Collier- Collier-
Macmillan Macmillaw Macmillan Macmillar

“According to the most
usual definition, an
‘atheist’ is a person
who maintains that

there is no God, that is,

that the sentence ‘God
exists’ expresses a
false proposition.”

[Paul Edwards ed. in chief, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy (New York:
Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1967): s.v. "Atheism," p. 175.]

2/2/2026
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"A

[Ernest Nagely:PhilosophicalfConcepts of Atheism" in Critiques of God:

Making th

identifi
unbelief..

1
KURT BAIER
JOHN DEWEY
PAUL EDWARDS
ANTONY FLEW
SIGMUND FREUD

ot | Making the case against

WALTER KAUFMANN belief in God

GORLISS LAMONT
WALLAGE 1. MATSON
H. J. McELOSKEY
ERNEST NAGEL

HAI NIELSEN
RICHARD ROBINSON

BERTRAND RUSSELL Edited by
MIGHAEL SCRIVEN PETER A. ANGELES

LPeismes
!.. 2
has, re@v .
tion ...

not:an atheist—for

he‘is not denying any

theistic claims."

e C-age.Aga'nst Belief in God, Peter A. Angelesyed. 4pp 4‘15]
1l ief i s . wed. . 4-
-—-
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"Is the proposition that God exists
true or false? You are a theist if and
only if you say that the proposition
is true or probably true, you are an
atheist if and only if you say that it
is false or probably false, and you
are an agnostic if and only if you

understand what the proposition is,
but resist giving either answer, and
support your resistance by saying,

‘The evidence is insufficient' (or

words to that effect).*

[Theodore M. Drange "Atheism, Agnosticism, Noncognitivism;* from

https://infidels.org/library/modern/theodore_drange/definition:html;
accessed 01/15/19]

-

“Properly, we should define
theism as the view. that there's
at least one god and atheism
B 5s the view. that there are no
gods, and monotheism then as
the view that there is exactly.
on God and we call that one
God with a capital '‘G". Atheists
then are people who believe
that there are no gods and
particular in our context, they
believe that God doesn't exist.

Graham Oppy:.
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PHILOSOPHY

Neil Tennant
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“Other people like to say that
atheism is just lacking the
belief that God exists which
lumps together ... the class of
agnostics with the class of
atheists; if you define it that
way, which | don't like."

! [Gramham Oppy. vs. Ben Arbour, “Tihe Ontological Argument* on

Capturing Christianity, You Tube video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?2v=udxfuPgg4TyY, @1:05:20, accessed

06/13/22]

A
pe——
1|

1

i

NeiliFennant
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: 19,17 - Ui |
"['Does God‘sxi'?t?'j is a :
philosophica'lhauestion. At one ; -

extreme, theltheistiwill answer
'Yes', andloffiall n&aﬁher of ! - |
arguments and considerations i ~

in support of that.ianswer. At
the other extreme) the atheist
will answer ‘No’, and'likewise
lofferiall manner.of:arguments k
and considerations in support ‘ N
of that answer." : -
ant, Introducing Philosophy: God, Mind, World, and Logic (New: Nell Tennant

1& tI edge, 2015), 29]

Third, this
definition
entails an

absurdity if not
an outright
contradiction.
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£% 4 8 The absurdity is that
o atheism could be

true and God still
exist. In other

words, atheism
would be indifferent
to the question of
God's existence.

The contradiction
would be that
theism and its

opposite, atheism,

could both be true
at the same time!

2/2/2026
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Extraordinary claims
require extraordinary.
evidence.

A1\ ]
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. ﬁ Extraordinary claims require
»*3 extraordinary evidence

- Carl Sagan
(1934-1996)
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Why must
extraordinary
claims require
extraordinary

evidence?

Why must a claim *

that has
characteristic X, |
necessarily have | i)
evidence that has S«
characteristic X? ¥
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Consider
Fermat's
Last Theorem.

Plerr/ejde /;t

66



L

y

Pythagorean Theorem

x2+y2=zz

T

Te v n-\c-‘\'cl S t“o\\) O\L’ tOW!
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AndrewAWVilesgproofiof:
Fermatisitastiniheorem)

mﬂﬂﬂm@@

evidencelfora very; s:mple
claim!

WilesyAndrewd([1995)sMedularellipticicurvestand Eermatsi East:
Tiheoremt=AnnalstofiMathematicSKI45N(3) 44 3=5511"

Annals of Mathematics, 142 (1995), 443-551

Modular elliptic curves
and
Fermat’s Last Theorem

By ANDREW WiLES*

For Nada, Clare, Kate and Olivia

Cubum autem in duos cubos, aut quadratoquadratum in duos quadra-
toquadratos, et generaliter nullam in infinitum ultra quadratum
potestatem in duos ejusdem nominis fas est dividere: cujus rei
demonstrationem mirabilem sane detexi. Hanc marginis exiguitas
non caperet.

Pierre de Fermat

Introduction

An elliptic curve over Q is said to be modular if it has a finite covering by
a modular curve of the form Xo(N). Any such elliptic curve has the property
that its Hasse-Weil zeta function has an analytic continuation and satisfies a
functional equation of the standard type. If an elliptic curve over Q with a
given j-invariant is modular then it is easy to see that all elliptic curves with
the same j-invariant are modular (in which case we say that the j-invariant
is modular). A well-known conjecture which grew out of the work of Shimura
and Taniyama in the 1950's and 1960's asserts that every clliptic curve over Q
is modular. However, it only became widely known through its publication in a
paper of Weil in 1967 [We] (as an exercise for the interested reader!), in which,
moreover, Weil gave conceptual evidence for the conjecture. Although it had
been numerically verified in many cases, prior to the results described in this
paper it had only been known that finitely many j-invariants were modular.

In 1985 Frey made the remarkable observation that this conjecture should
imply Fermat’s Last Theorem. The precise mechanism relating the two was
formulated by Serre as the e-conjecture and this was then proved by Ribet in
the summer of 1986. Ribet’s result only requires one to prove the conjecture
for semistable elliptic curves in order to deduce Fermat’s Last Theorem.

*The work on this paper was supported by an NSF grant
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Since most people
and throughout
affirmed the
notion of deity,
that the.one who
of deity is the one
extraordinary

2/2/2026

throughout all time

all the world have
existence of some
itwouldiseem
denies'any’notion

S,
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Science flies you to
the moon. Religion

fliesiyou into
buildings.
L B

v

| 4

Science
fles YOU4tTe moon

», Religion g
o Ufidings
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Science flies you to
the moon.
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Religion flies you
into buildings.

Science s good.
Religion s bacl

: flies you to i ;
Science y Religion flies you

into buildings,
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Religion cares for
the injured, sick,
and hungry.

4
:) ¢
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Science causes
wide-spread death
and destruction.

Religlion is good.
Science (s baal.

Religion cares_ for ‘ - ' : X .Science causes
the injured, sick, e G Wide-spread deatp,
and hungry- ; & 5 — ' and destryctiop,

|4
] - -
o

AT
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Government protects
the innocent and
establishes justice.

The private sector

robs and pillages

the innocent and
flouts justice.
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Covernment is good.
The private sector s bad.

~dantc XN
Government pr k.
the mnocent and R e Y " = By ayes

establishes justice. u
-
_LLA:.L ,,,i 'ﬂl

W LB

the lnnnna..t ——

The private sector
contributes to
community
flourishing.

BILL&&-MELINDA
(GATES foundation
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Government
murders the
innocent.

The private sector I8 good.
Covernment s baal.

The private sector Government

""' ” *‘g« €5\ "l-",*-t \ .I'; kg D
contributes to s/ et R SO il Murders the
community « é‘ i, ", ; innocent,

flourishing- i— :

ELINDA 7
BHL%[\//»}T ES foundato? iy
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Thus, depending on
your selection of the
evidence, you
could argue:

Science s good.
Religicniisgacs

science flies you to

the moon. Religion flies o,

into buildings,

Covernment is geod.
Bliilate is badk.

The Private sector
robs' and pillages
the /nnocent ang

Government protects o = «
the innocent and

i justice-
establishes Ju flouts justice,

'Il"

Religion Is good.
Sclence fis bad.

Science causes
Wide-spreaq death
and destructiop,
‘;

. for |
Religion cares
the injured, sick, i
and hungry-

I -
e

EliVate Is good.
GoVelnmenqiSyyac

P |

The private sector Ok 9
contributes to 7.8
community y

flourishing-

LINDA K
BILL%I\//QTEESfoundMion N

Government
Murders the
innocent.
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This is known as the fallacy of special pleading;
also known as the fallacy of selective evidence.

»yF "

-
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AFIAL TILT

[ ¥ 7
Is the reason
For the season!
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™

We are all atheists
about most Gods. I'm
Just an atheist about
one more God

3 t'han you.

" crfend et we re hoth atheists.
“thn 0u undestand why youreec s bl none fevir god

juty] than you do.
awil ‘mdmwﬂ When you understond why you

dsmiss llthe ofher possble gods,
youilldestond vy | dismiss yours

=
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E ARE ALL ATHEISTS |
\ROUT MOST GODS

Wk OF US JUST GO ONE GOD FURTER
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Sl ot
plfjiisdiejecfonelmouelicimlof
] gevernment {hen yeu."

| "As seon &s yeu undersiance Wity yeu
| reflect all the ofher formms of gevernment,
you'll understand why [ refect yours.”
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-~ Classical theism
' does not regard God
as one example of a
"kind" or "genus."

. Philosophically

speaking, the God of
Christianity is not

just one example of
the category "God"
or Deity in contrast
to other examples
like Zeus or Apollo
or Horus or Osiris.
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Edward Feser|

Edward Feser|
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"The ... 'one god further' objection
supposes that the God of classical
theism is merely one further
superhuman being alongside others
who have found worshippers — Thor,
Zeus, Quetzalcoatl, and so forth —
only a superhuman being of even
greater power, knowledge, and
goodness than these other deities
have.

"But of course, that is not what God
is at all. He is not 'a being' alongside
other beings, not even an especially
impressive one, but rather Being
Itself or Pure Actuality, that from
which all mere 'beings' (including
Thor, Zeus, and Quetzalcoatl, if they
existed) derive the limited actuality
or existence they possess.
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"Neither does He 'have' power,
knowledge, goodness, and the like;
rather, He is power, knowledge, and
goodness (where the 'participation’
relation in Plato’s theory of Forms is
transformed by the classical theist

into a relation between created
things and their uncaused cause, in

light of the doctrine of divine
simplicity — and also thereby
transformed, by Thomists anyway,
into a kind of efficient-
causal relation)."

[Edward Feser "The 'one god further' objection."
https://edwardfeser.blogspot.com/2011/04/one-god-further-
objection.html, accessed 01/22/24]
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¥ Morality is doing what is
right regardless of what
you are told.

Religioniis doing what
you are told regardless
of what is right.

-

-
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Clearly, this "argument*”
is trying to make a point
about human morality.

But there is a difference
that needs clarifying
between good and moral
good (or right and
moral right).
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Thus, before one can
make any coherent
philosophical argument
employing the notion of
moral good (or right),
one must unpack the
broader notion of 'good".

In the Classical tradition,
the notion of ‘good’
must be understood in
terms of the nature of
the thing about which
the judgment ‘good’ is
made.

2/2/2026
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But once the atheist
grants the notion of
‘nature’ as a
metaphysical category,
additional metaphysical
categories soon follow
out of which the
Classical cosmological
argument can be
constructed.
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