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Science is all we
need to understand
fruths about reality _
(including whether

Gog gxists).
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Scienbe I;as shown
that we cannot know.
reality as it is.

c:entlflc

___?x L7277

- Argume?ts
29"
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Christfanity has
reacted against
science because

science has displaced

man from the center
of the universe.

Christianity has
always stood
against the
advances of
science. The case of
Galileo is proof.
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The Bible was
written by the same
people who said the

earth was flat.

Most scientis.ts are
atheists therefore

the belief in God is
not scientific.
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Virtual particles
prove that
something can
come from nothing.

If God created the
biological
complexity of the
world, He must be
no less complex.

- 4 -

14



2/9/2026 11:12 PM

) e e o] o
O R N '
N EIA
ments
& ) ,(-'. e,

e | ;Vﬁ

15



2/9/2026 11:12 PM

D,

Science is all we
need to understand

fruths about reality ':
(including whether

God exists).
qa W‘ﬁw"

ATHEISTS,
\_/ Eon f\/

16



2/9/2026 11:12 PM

ses of"’rh




2/9/2026 11:12 PM

& LSAANBR.5

.
eienigand. medieval vse oficHeRi

'science’is any aré:é' oftstudy,
andibody of knowledge whoSektruith's

“In this tradition [that goes
back to Plato and Aristotle],
'science’ has a much wider and
richer meaning than it has in
the popular understanding of
the word today. It means

knowledge of a thing in light of
its causes. It extends to any
kind of explanation of things
through the causes that
account for their nature, their
origin, and their function,

(1908-2005)

18



(1908-2005)

A

The term ‘sensible’ does not
mean “smart” but rather has
to do with things that are
knowable by means of
the senses.
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"whether the causes are in the
sensible or the supersensible
realm. In this tradition ‘science’
or 'scientific knowledge*
includes mathematics,
philosophy of nature,
metaphysics, logic, and ethics,
as well as the experimental
sciences. ..."

[Joseph Owens, "The 'Analytics' and Thomistic Metaphysical
Procedure," Mediaeval Studies 26 (1964): 83-108 (87-88)]

"whether the causes are in the
sensible or the supersensible
realm. In this tradition ‘science’
or 'scientific knowledge'
includes mathematics,
philosophy of nature,
metaphysics, logic, and ethics,
as well as the experimental
sciences. ..."

[Joseph Owens, "The 'Analytics' and Thomistic Metaphysical
Procedure," Mediaeval Studies 26 (1964): 83-108 (87-88)]
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Sensible things
[are that] from
which human
reason takes the

knowledge

[Ifhom as, Summa Contra Gentiles, |, 9, §2. Trans. Anton C.
Fegis. ame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1975): |, 77]

2@ur knowledge, taking
itsistart from things,
proceeds in this order.
Eirst, it begins in

sense; second, it is
completed in the
intellect.”

[ihomé quin: ruth, I, 11, trans. Mulligan, 48, in Truth (3 vols), vol. 1

trans. f lligan (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1952); vol. 2 trans.

Ja Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1953); vol. 3. trans. Robert

AN ry Regnery, 1954). The three volumes were
ndianapolis: Hackett, 1994)]
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"This traditional [i.e., ancient
and medieval] use of the word
"science" is still alive today, in

spite of the way in which the
term has been appropriated to

the experimental sciences in
popular use."

[Joseph Owens, "The 'Analytics' and Thomistic Metaphysical
Procedure," Mediaeval Studies 26 (1964): 83-108 (87-88)]

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

"And the most exact

of the sciences
[emioTnuOV;

epistemon] are those
which deal most withi

first principles:=

[Aristotle, The Metaphysics, trans. W. D. Ross'iniRichardiMcKeoniied!
» The Basic Works of Aristotle, (New: York: Randem House; 194i1)36 9]
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gSacred doctrine is a science
[scientiam].\We must bear in
mindithatithere are two kinds
ofisciences. There are some
whichiproceed from a principle
known:by.the natural light of
thelintelligence, such as 3
arithmetic ... There are some ' § i
* A
A M’*_ﬂ‘-’!&# & = .
" Thomas Aguinas
(1225:1274)

whichiproceed from the
principlestknown by the light
ofta higher'science. ...

. L -

gSacred doctrine is a science

[Scientiam]. We mu. *“~arin AT S

mind.that there are two . Sacrec.cociing
9 refers to those truths

ofisciences. There are son.

N " about God that can be
whichiproceed from a principle  known through divine

knowntby: the natural light of revelation in
?'3‘ intelligence, such as distinction to those

arithmetic ... There are some TV EleUL Cee
o knowable by reason
whichiproceed from the from God’s revelation

principles known by the light  of Himself in creation.
ofialhigher science. ...
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itlisithat sacred doctrine is
alscience), because it proceeds
fromithe principles established
bysthellight of a higher science,
namely; the science of God
rand the blessed."” %

%
'
L . *l
:3 \" w‘ J; ‘\,' - ;
" Thomas Aguinas
(1225:1274)

[SummalTheologiaell Q1 art 2]

FSCiencers
Selenigand. medieval use orineeRi
Il thisiregard, not.only:would'areas

likeyphysics.be,reqgardedfasta
seience but'also'metaphySI€s

and t:h?ologfy.
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nfempor'ar'y Use of Theliei

Miaelissuel before usris whetherthere
ﬁ@ any aspect of reality @6? IS,
yond. the physicaliormatetiall
nd is\thus beyondiscience ﬁzm
p@rary sensejofithelt

25



2/9/2026 11:12 PM
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i @’rhgr* NaMmege:
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Ifotiginated more'oless
asyaipejorativesterm
byicritics of the“view.
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IN SCIENGE
WE TRUST

30
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e Dsalrw'm:]% >
| will lift up myleyes to the hills—

From whence ¢omes my help? {2}
My help comes from the LORD, Who
made heaven and earth. {3} He will
not allow your foof to be moved; He
who keeps you will not slumber. (4}
Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall
neither slumber nor sleep.

31
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oﬂ stupig 'Q
*

SCIENCE?

WELL. THERE IS ALWAYS

RELIGION

BUtthe critics of scientism
have decided,to entel
athe t-shirtwarsa gy
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SCIENCE e
SCIENTISH
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Foreword by Dan Egeler

Learning to Respond to a Dangerous Ideology

SCIENTISM
AND

SECULARISM

J. P. MORELAND

J..P. Moreland

"The idea of first philosophy
[metaphysics] has been central to
the discipline of philosophy since

Plato, but with the advent of
scientism in the middle twentieth
century (and the public's general

lack of exposure to philosophy in
our educational system!), first
philosophy has fallen
into disfavor.”

[J. P. Moreland, Scientism and Secularism: Learning to Respond
Niit e toaDangerous Ideology (Wheaton:

34
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LANGUAGE
_ TRUTHE
WA. JAyer LOGIDC

’ (1910-1989) _ Alfred Jules Ayer

«

“"We mean also to
rule out the

supposition that

philosophy can be
ranged alongside the
existing sciences, as
a special department

of speculativeus

knowledge:& »

A. JAyer | Do

o (19110-1989)

«

36



WA. J.Ayer
» (1910-1989)

WA. J.Ayer
o (19110-1989)
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"There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
prmc:plmthe

power of sc:ence to
w -

[Ayer, Language, 48]

"The philosopher, as
an analyst, is not
directly concerned
with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them.
In other words the)

osephy’ari:ez'
nguist
in character.

[Ayer, Language, 57]
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"To say that 'God
exists'is to make a
metaphysical
utterance which
cannot be either true
or false. And by the
same criterion, no
sentence which
purports to describe

theynaturejofiapy
transcendentigoed,.can

possess anyliteral,
| '(A;gf 6_'16'3%3; significance."

. . - [Ayer, Language, 115]

"But, actually, the validity of
the analytic method is not
dependent on any empirical,
much less any metaphysical,
presupposition about the
nature of things. For the
philosopher, as an analyst,
is not directly concerned
with the physical properties
of things. He is concerned
only with the way in which
we speak about.them. In

otrﬂarwords, 'te -

T

propositionstefiphilosophy
/AN A\yer are not factual, butilinguistic

(1940-1989) in character.”
¥ .

& [Ayer, Language, p. 57]
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(1942- 2024)

'Danlel
Y (1942-2024)

IDenett
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7’ DARWIN'S
DANGEROUS IDEA

EvoLuTioN AND THE MEANINGS OF LIFE

3

DANIEL C DENNETT

AutHoR 0F CONSCIOUSNESS EXPLAINED

\W?F @»ﬁ

"It is not ‘'scientism’ to
concede the objectivity and
precision of good science,
any more than it is history

worship to concede that
Napoleon did once rule in
France and the Holocaust
actually happened. Those
whoifear the facts will
forever try to discredit the
fact-finders."

[Darwin's Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meaning of Life
(New, York: Simon & Schuster, 1995), 495]
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DaniellDennett W

(1942-2024)

BREAKING

THE

SPEL

DANIEL C. DENNETT

auithar al’ Swrway's I

“Science, and the
technology: it
spawns, has been
explosively practical
... —but that doesn’t
mean it.can answer
all'questions or
serve all needs.
Science does not
have the monopoly
on truth.”

[Breaking: the Spell: Religionias a Natural
Phenomenon (New!York: Penguin, 2006), 37.0]

2/9/2026 11:12 PM
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so, the only hope of
ever demonstrating this
to a doubting world
would be by adopting
the scientific method,
with its assumption of
no miracles, and
W, . showing/that science
' was utterly unable to
s “ s account for the
DanielfDennett 5 phenomena."

yy
, “Perhaps some cancer.
cures are miracles. If:
[

-
myy -

(1942-2024) [Breaking the Spell, 26]

“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility.
. for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and
science, and for defending
science’s exclusive right to
explore and theorize about
all of reality."

["The Need for Naturalism in a Scientific Age" https://centerforinquiry.org/
blog/the_need_for_naturalism_in_a_scientific_age/, accessed 06/22/22,
emphasis added]
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ientism
“Hctions
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“The presence or
absence of a
creative super-
intelligence is
unequivocally a
scientific question,
even if itis not in
practice—or not
yet—a decided
one."

[The God Delusion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006),
58-59]

RICHARD DAWKINS

The Blind
Watchmaker

Why the evidence )fﬂu‘ﬂu}lun reveals
a universe wit 8L design

pFLIGION

find the cure,

BY THE AUTHOR OF THE SELFISH GENE

Toge[her we can

43
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"Unlike some of
his theological
colleagues, Bishop
Montefiore is not
afraid to state that
the question of
whether God
exists is a definite
question of fact."

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]
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[about Godland mlracles]
whetherlerneotiwelcan
discover it'in'practice, and
it'is a strictly scientific
answer. llhe methods we
should'use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

THE
WAR
ON

el

):“- Marcia McNutt

0
i
H
..I
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"Science is a
method for
deciding whether
what we choose to
(LLIEVENIESENENS
in the laws of
nature or not."

[in Joel Achenbach, "The Age of Disbelief," National
Geographic (March 2015): 40]
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Marcia McNutt

“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of
modern science."

46
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By, ).

Stephen Hawking #~ =\ \Leonard Mlodinow’

(1942-2018) 'y f | /7/

STEPHEN

& LEONTD MLODINOW

THE GRAND
N 7/

ULTIMATE QUESTIONS OF LIFE

47



2/9/2026 11:12 PM

"How cah%jur@rstand thejworld in which
we find O(Eiglv.es? How doe'sythe universe
behave ?JVI’/;hgtt is the naturs of reality?
Where, did allithis come from? Did the
universeineed'a creator? ... Traditionally
these are'questions for philosophy, but
philosophy is dead. Philosophy has not kept
up with modern'developments in science,

particularly physics.*

[Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design'(New York: Bantam Books; 2010), 5]

"How cah%jur@rstand thelWorld in which

we find oﬁjglv.es? How doesithe universe
behayve ?JVI“/;hgtt is the naturs of reality?
Where, did allithis come from? Did the
universeineed'a creator? ... Traditionally
these are'questions for philosophy, but
philosophy is dead. Philosophy has not kept
up with modern'developments in science,

particularly pziysics. 1

[Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design'(New York: Bantam Books; 2010), 5]
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General Revelation
and
oSpecial Revelation

49



' General Revelation

God making known
to mankind through
His creation His
existence,
attributes,
and goodness.

2/9/2026 11:12 PM

Special Revelation

God making known to
mankind through His
prophets, apostles,
and His Son His
nature and will that
could not necessarily
be known through
General Revelation

The Bible teaches that
God has revealed himself
through His creation.

50
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This being so, many
people have been able to
believe that God is real
merely by observing the
wonders of creation.

The heavens declare

~ the glory of God; and

.-_}"‘f* the firmament shows
- HIS handlwork

Psalm191 B
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The heavens declare
His nghteousness

and all the peoples
see HIS ;_’glory

Psalm976

|
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\ Fog/When G'entlles,___who doynots
//v( theéllaw"bm.e do the..--

Bha
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R \Weralseraieime niwithithefsamelnatine
asyeusandipreachitotyoulthatiyourshotld
tuinkfromitheseliselessithingsitorthelliving
GodRwhelmadetthelheavensitheleaithfthe
isearandlall'thingsithat arelinithemswholin
bygeme generationsiallowediallfnationsio
walldinttheidewniwayssNeventhelessike
didinotleavelHimselfiwithoutiwitnessHin
thatifleldid'geadygavelusiaintiiomiheaven
andifruitfullseasons, fillingiourheanrtsiwith
food andigladness:
Act4:1547

B -

-~ and.wine that makes glad’ thé. hea 2
o/l -to make his face shine, and bread.which
i strengthens man's heart.
: Psalm 104:14-15
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Biit'as more toxic
phile'sophicaljvoicesghave
fogged- the conversatl@n
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LANGUAGE
TRUTHE

WA. J.Ayer
o (19110-1989)
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“"We mean also to
rule out the
supposition that
philosophy can be
ranged alongside the
existing sciences, as
a special department
of speculativeus
knowledge:& »

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth and Logici(NewaYor!

A. J A\yer - Publications, 1952), 48] ¥ "k:%f
'. (1910-1989)

.

“There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
principle, beyond the

: power of science to
A. JAyer give.”
' (1’9'1 0-1 989) B- [Ayer, Language, 48]

»
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experience which
cannot, in principle, =
Statemeinl
some form of
scientific law, and no )
weetmaene | L|OFOUIGING UIMCIET
knowledge about the r @ n er
world which it is, in

s | SO fortm ©ff
; i&fdﬁ%ﬁ%{ ) give. - -
Selentilichlayi

\ "# "There is no field of @@ ﬁbﬁ@

experience which
cannot, in principle,
ne, then dhis
some form of D
scientific law, and no
knowledge about the S a em en

world which it is, in

{ )
principle, beyond the
epeseendte | ot @ Scfenifc

R "# "There is no field of W n swer ﬁ@
\

give.”
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"There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
principle, beyond the
power of science to

give.”

Ayer, Language, 48]

A. JgAyer

B (1910-1989)
| o

"There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
principle, beyond the
power of science to
give.”

Language, 48]

A. JgAyer

B (1910-1989)
| o
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I @niis
s net @ seclentiic
Statemeints
winext [<ine] eif
Statene sy

philosophical
statement.
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A. JyAyer
(1910-1989)

"The philosopher, as
an analyst, is not
directly concerned
with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them.
In other words, the
propositions of:
philosophy are not
factual, but linguistic
A. Juhyer character.”
(1910-1989)
P
"The philosopher, as
an analyst, is not
directly concerned
with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them.
In other words, {{i@

Raepositionsioff
RhileSophylarelnet
fectvel, but
)(A;'Q}Jd /%g\)g:)r in character."

p>
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"The philosopher, as
an analyst, is not
directly concerned

with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them.
In other words, the
propositions of
philosophy are not
factual, but linguistic
in character.”

[Ayer, Language, 57]
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|
"The philosopher, as I S t h I S

an analyst, is not
directly concerned

with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them. |
In other words, the
propositions of a c u a o r
philosophy:are not

factual, but linguistic
A. Jahver in character.”

____M"- | linguistic?

|
"The philosopher, as I S t h I S

an analyst, is not
directly concerned
with the physical
properties of things.
He is concerned only
with the way in which
we speak about them.
In other words, the
propositions of
philosophy:are not
factual, but linguistic
A. JyAyer in character.”

____M"- | linguistic?
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"The philosopher, as F o r Aye r’
exactly what is

an analyst, is not
directly concerned

with the physical

properties of things. -

He is concerned only t b t

with the way in which I a o u

we speak about them. | =
In other words, the h h t h

propositions of W I c e

philosophy:are not - o
philosopher is

| 'A. JAyer in character.”
’ (;13.1 0-1989) S [Ayer, Language, 57)
| concerned?

"The philosopher, as
an analyst, is not
directly concerned
with the physical
properties of things.

He is concerned only
with the way in which |
A about t«hing
propositions of e ) d ~
4 philosophy'are I:IO!: - -
i philosopher is
| concerned?

(1910-1989)
| R
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According to Ayer
NATURAL SCIENCES

2
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w%@@xi@ @ PHYSICS
glossary of ... CHEMISTRY
scope ©)/ Bl O L O GY

relation to other disciplines

SECOND-ORDER DISCIPLINE FIRST-ORDER DISCIPLINES
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According to the Classical Tradition

act/potency

f
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DISGIPLINIE

l

propertiesiofithings|

SECOND-ORDER

DISCIPLINE FIRST-ORDER DISCIPLINES

& this entlire pesitiion
thet Ayer puts forth is nefther
a physlecal property of a thing

107 s [ the way we %
wit the physical |
ef @ il

’ﬂ@ua, Ayers WSW dC@@ ﬁﬂ@i’f fiie

@win View £
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7’ DARWIN'S
DANGEROUS IDEA

EvoLuTioN AND THE MEANINGS OF LIFE

3

DANIEL C DENNETT

AutHoR 0F CONSCIOUSNESS EXPLAINED

\W?F @»ﬁ

"It is not ‘'scientism’ to
concede the objectivity and
precision of good science,
any more than it is history

worship to concede that
Napoleon did once rule in
France and the Holocaust
actually happened. Those
whoifear the facts will
forever try to discredit the
fact-finders."

[Darwin's Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meaning of Life
(New, York: Simon & Schuster, 1995), 495]
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/—,_ “It'is not 'scientism' to
: Thistista'straw,man jectivi

concede the objectivity and

fallacy: precision of good science,
Thelcriticsiofiscientism any more than it is history

arelnotidenyingithe worship to concede that
objectivityland precision Napoleon did once rule in
ofigoodiscience: France and the Holocaust
Thus: thisladlhominem mmmmastsstii=hespened. Those
doesinothingltolrespond wh‘&sar the facts will
to'thelcritics of forever try to discredit the
scientism® fact-finders."

[Darwin's Dangerous Idea: Evolition and the Meaning of Life
(New York: Simen & Schuster, 1995), 495]

: "It'is not 'scientism' to
Ihelcritics! of concede the objectivity and

scientism willlargue  Fmmmm=isiss-cigood science,
that'there are facts any more than it is history

worship to concede that

i Napoleon did once rule in
aboutireality’butiare ance and the Holocaust

not'amenable’to’the acCtuan, “aappened. Those
tools'andimethods! of: w.hﬁﬂig'arthe facts will
thelnatural'sciences: zever try to discredit the
fact-finders."

that'are no’lessitrue

[Darwin's Dangerous Idea: Evolution and the Meaning of Life
(New; York: Simoen & Schuster, 1995), 495]
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BREAKING

THE

SPEL

DANIEL C. DENNETT

auithar al’ Swrway's I

“Perhaps some cancer
cures are miracles. If
so, the only hope of

ever demonstrating this
to a doubting world

would be by adopting
the scientific method,
with its assumption of:
no miracles, and
showing that science
was utterly unable to
account for the
phenomena.”

[Breaking.the Spell, 26]
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“Perhaps some cancer,
cures are miracles. }f
so, the only hope of

would'be by adopting
the scientific method,
with its assumption of
no miracles, and
showing that science
was utterly unable to
account for the
phenomena.™
ing|the Spell! 26]

philosophical
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What is the argument
offered to support this

ever demonstrating this <":| H ?
to a doubting world CIalm "

Whatever that
argument might be,
what KIND of argument
would it have to be?

-

-

-

- & _— i
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“Perhaps:thereiare:sea shells
on'the beach: If:so; thelonly.
hope of ever demonstrating

this to a doubting world
-would be by adoptmg the e

e ——
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“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility.
for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and
science, and for defending
science’s exclusive right to

? explore and theorize about

all of reality."

["The Need for Naturalism in a Scientific. Age" hitps://centerforinguiry.org/.
‘J o h n S h (0[0) k blog/the_need_for_naturalism_in_a_scientific. age/, accessed 06/22/22,
emphasis added]

g x'/!

"Philosophical naturalism Z@ h @ Ok @ s t'a tem en g @
undertakes the responsibility, [fﬁ' @f [26) I W

for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent

e_x",!Z£!ZX%",”f,‘;Z§i§,°{n_d e vhaseientitic

science, an or aeren mg -

scence’s exclusive night o | [E{inEE] coulle] pessilaly
used o prove thet dis

IStateime it Sktilcr
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“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility:
for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and
science, and for defending,
science’s exclusive right to
explore and theorize about

all of rea

“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility:
for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and
science, and for defending,
science’s exclusive right to
explore and theorize about

2/9/2026 11:12 PM

The reet s, thers s ne

could] pessiblly prove
Sheolks

The reesen s because i

fs & philoseplhical

Thus, Shoolk is meldng a
Rhlile'sephicalistatenent
tQ)
phillesephy hes mo rglt
o amny espect
efeality/
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“The presence or
absence of a
creative super-
intelligence is
unequivocally a

scientific question,

even if itis not in
practice—or not
yet—a decided
one."

[The God Delusion, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
2006), 58-59]

d the cure,
her we can fin
foge!

||| wl v
|. |HI|

BICHABD DAWKINS

The Blind
Watchplakel

Why the evidence bf &olution reveals
auniverse witHen tde: sign

BY THE AUTHOR OF THE SELFISH GENE
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pFLIGION

f [] the Cure
er we can 1 .
Toget

shhe) ©F
absenceloffa
creativelsuper-
intelligence is
unequivocally'a
scientific question,
even if itis not in
practice—or not
yet—a decided
one.*

[The God Delusion, 58-59]
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"Unlike some of
his theological
colleagues, Bishop
Montefiore is not
afraid to state that
the question of
whether God
exists is a definite
question of fact."

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]

"Unlike some of
his theological
colleagues, Bishop
Montgfior‘e is not
afraiditolstate that
the question, of
whether God
exists is a definite
question of fact."

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]
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“”T[h]@@c?

creatlve super-
intelligence is
unequivocally a
scientific question,
even if itis not in
practice—or not

yet—:no(lae'c':lded question of fact.”

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]
[The God Delusion, 58-59]

b | '
RicharE\Dawkins q
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Richarg\Dlawkins-

What methods for
answering questions
does Dawkins
propose?
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every S '_,hlquestlon
[aboutiGod andimiracles]}
whetherlerneotiwelcan
discover it'in'practice, and
it'is a strictly scientific
answer. llhe methods we
should'use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

[about Godland mlracles]
whetherlornotiwelcan
discover it'in'practice, and
it'is a strictly scientific
answer. llhe methods we
should'use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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According to
Dawkins, should
scientific methods be
used only for certain
kinds of questions or
for every kind of
question?

Is this statement
here provable by
“purely and entirely

scientific methods @)
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[about Godland mlracles]
whetherlornotiwelcan
discover it'in'practice, and
it'is a strictly scientific
answer. llhe methods we
should'use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]

is‘a strictly scientific
wer. lihe methods we
should"use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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Since Dawkins'
statement is not
provable by "purely
and entirely
scientific
methods," what
kind of method
must be used?

2/9/2026 11:12 PM

Sinherelisfanfanswegtol
evenyisuchiguestion
[aboutiGediand miracles];
whetherlornotiwelcan
discover it'in'practice, and
it'is a strictly scientific
answer. llhe methods we
should'use to settle the
matter, in the unlikely
event that relevant
evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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eveny, il O}
[aboutiGod an
whetheroernettwelcan

Why can't that discover itiin practice, and

it'is a strictly scientific

method be used for answern ilihe methods we

~ should'use to settle the
questions about matter, in the unlikely

= event that relevant
GOd and mlracles? evidence ever became
available, would be purely
and entirely scientific
methods."

[Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 59.]
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"Science is a
method for
deciding whether
what we choose to
believe has a basis
in the laws of
nature or not."”

[in Joel Achenbach, "The Age of Disbelief," National
Geographic (March 2015): 40]

> Presumably, Marcia
McNutt believes her own
statement.

> If so, what salantiiic "Science is a
did she use to method for

; c - deciding whether
decide whether this belief what we choose to

believe has a basis

“has a basis in the laws of in the laws of
nature or not"? jlaturegggnot.”

> Further, exactly what "lexys

@ e ” could possibly
be the basis for this

belief?

2/9/2026 11:12 PM
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self-refuting statement
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“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of
modern science."

Can Atkins;
statement “be

interpreted

scientifically™

withingthe

“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of
modern science."
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It would seemjone
could interpret any
statement within
any frameworks

2/9/2026 11:12 PM

“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of
modern science."

Can Atkins;
statement “be
CORRECTLY ™

interpreted
SC|ent|f|caIIy

“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of
modern science."
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Stephen Hawking #~ =\ \Leonard Mlodlnow

(1942-2018)

i

* '
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"How cani wejur%rstand thelorld in which

Vel W

we find our‘s-re‘lv.es’P How doesithe universe
behave 2iWhat is the nature of reality?
Where did allithis come from’? Did the
universe tneed a creator? ... Traditionally
these are'questions for philosophy, but
philosophy is dead. Philosophy has not kept
up with modern'developments in science,

particularly p‘llw ysics.”

[Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design' (New York: Baﬁm Books, 2010), 5]

= ',.. .m’
& S.electlon Effect 4.,,@

Y@u ot thisdelkicl
o ralgliestolayoulr own.
_— p@sm@n"(or against your
t'sTposition)fbased
cit selection (often
y) ofithe:evidence:
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too Small or:too large
Will-notbe caught.in_the net.

— s
___lss the *evidence for God
b’é‘(’:’éuse they are be/ng
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What sense would. it
make for someone’ to
insist that there are
T SCET shells “on the

So, what 900d is

I don't know. What
9ood is science?
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Ah! Now you're doing
philosophy!

well, science ...
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® 1B seen thatione ofithe
fundamental mistakes ofiscientiSmyisyits;
fajliigerto distinguishiquestionsithatare
seientific from questions that ake

> philosophical.

s methods ofiscience,(as'that iS;
commonlyjused today) are limitealin
ability.to plunge the depthsiof

. ofgreality. ™

-
= Contemporany’science’oftenfSeeksito
giveyanswers along the contourskand
categories; of mathematics.

onithe occasion offour,encol

with t'-'he sensible worldiaroundgusiithe
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& would'be:

theldistinctionfbetweenisubstance andiace
theldistinctionibetween universaltand pér’ticu

NS S S S8 KX
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With
metaphysSicalktglithsy
classicall
plhifllcsepher (I.e.,
Ihemist) camn
eme/
ettirfouies ef the Goad

oElassicall

[Furinerr, siinee
@asis, nlikACIES;
aepRe'SSibIeN

it remelins e sSihew
mligacleSYhave
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pihilleseply
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Nikos Konstantinou
Heads the Brain and Cognitive Science

Department of Rehabilitation Science
Cyprus University of Technology

How can he claim to know any
thing about the brain if our
brain does not mirror reality
for us, but rather constructs

reality for us?

In other words, how can he
know that what he says the
brain does is actually what the
brain does in reality and not
merely a construction of what
the brain does based on
context and previous
experience with the world?

2/9/2026 11:12 PM

“When you study the human brain,
you realize that we know almost
nothing about it. But if there is one
thing that we do know is that the
human brain does not mirror reality
for us. It has rather evolved to
construct reality for us. ... It takes
information from the sensory organ
... and a constructs reality that is
largely based on two things ... the
context [and] ... our previous
experience with the world.”

[“Your Perception is not always reality,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbmagku_jpHg, accessed 02/02/26]

“When you study the human brain,
you realize that we know almost
nothing about it. But if there is one
thing that we do know is that the
human brain does not mirror reality
for us. It has rather evolved to
construct reality for us. ... It takes
information from the sensory organ
... and a constructs reality that is
largely based on two things ... the
context [and] ... our previous
experience with the world.”

[“Your Perception is not always reality,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbmaku_jpHg, accessed 02/02/26]
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“How many of you think that these
two oval shapes in the middle have
the same brightness? When we
look at them, we see them as being
slightly different. ... However, these

Py

Again, given what he has said
about our reality being
constructed for us, how can he
know that in reality the ovals
are the same?

While he claims that they only
appear to be different in
brightness because of the
context of the different
backgrounds behind the ovals,
how can he know that the ovals
are not really different and that
his experience that they are
identical was not caused by a
different previous background?

are two identical pieces of
information. They have the same
Shape, same size, same color,
same brightness. But this reality is
onlyarevealed to us ... when we
Semhm/eithe context which is
causing the illusion.”

[“Your Perception is not always reality,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbmagku_jpHg, accessed 02/02/26]

“How many of you think that these
two oval shapes in the middle have
the same brightness? When we
look at them, we see them as being
slightly different. ... However, these
are two identical pieces of
information. They have the same
Sshape, same size, same color,
same brightness. But this reality is
onlyarevealed to us ... when we
TN, context which is

causing the illusion.”

[“Your Perception is not always reality,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbmagku_jpHg, accessed 02/02/26]
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“First, scientistsytelliusythat
our perceptions are caused
by things in the world
stimulatingfour sense
rece;&l"grs

This being so, our
perceptions are best
described as providing us
with information about
reality, but not necessarily
mirroring it precisely. ...

"Seggnd, our!pe.ricegtiops are
influenced by our culture. ...
So our perceptions of the
world aren’ét- pure sense
impressions; ofit. ...

Finally, our perceptions are
influenced by our needs,
interests and desires. ...
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“Fory these threelreasons, at
Ieast it'is wrong to say that
our perceptions simply
correspondtb the world."

[C. Behan McCullagh'§The; inithlofiHistory (London:

Routledge, 1997), 17]

They dojnot necessarlly mirror,
thlngs prec:sely

They are influenced by our
culture andjsolare not pure
sense impressions of.it.

They are'influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.
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Tp;y flo Q‘of Qea‘e;ssaaly ryirror
things precisely.

They are influenced by our
culture andfsoelare not pure
sense impressions of it.

They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."

They do.not/necessarily mirror Does Mc_CuIIagh 's
things precisely. observations about
They are influenced by our perceptions mirror the
culture andfsoelare not pure perceptions precisely?
sense impressions; of it.

They are influenced by our _ _
needs, interests and desires. contradicted himself.

If so, then he has

Therefore, "it is wrong to say If not, then why should we
that our perceptions simply think his observations are
correspond to the world." objectively true?
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Tp,ey fio me lgecsgsaaly ryirror
things precisely.

They are influenced by our
culture andfsoelare not pure
sense impressions: of it.

They are'influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."

.

Tp’ey fio me r'vec\efsaaly nvvirror
things precisely.

They are influenced by our
culture andfsoelare not pure
sense impressions: of it.

They are'influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."

.
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Are McCullagh'’s
observations about
perceptions influenced
by his culture?

If not, then he as
contradicted himself.

If so, then why should we
think his observations are
objectively true?

Are McCullagh's
observations about
perceptions influenced by
his needs, interests,
and desires?

If not, then he as
contradicted himself.

If so, then why should we
think his observations are
objectively true?
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T‘ir)'ey flo n‘ot ?eciagsaa'ly ryirror
things precisely.

They are influenced by our
culture andfsoelare not pure
sense impressions; of it.

They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."
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Do you see how self-refuting
McCullagh's argument is?

If it is wrong to say that "our
perceptions simply correspond to
the world" then it would be wrong

for McCullagh to say that his

conclusion corresponds to the
world since his conclusion is his
perception about our observations.

But if McCullagh's conclusion does
not correspond to the world, then
his conclusion is false.
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Faith and Reason
THREE VIEWS
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A PRIMER ON |J

POSTMODERNISM

b
- STANLEY |. GRENZ i

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)
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