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s Former Charles:Simonyi
Professor of the!Rublic
UnderstandingofiScience!
Oxford University:

< Fellow ofithe’ RoyalfSociety,
and of the RoyallSocietylofi
Literature

s Author of:

The SelfishiGene

The Blind Watchmakeh
The God Pelusion

s Host of the Making Sense
Podcast

+» Philosophy degree from
Stanford University and a
Ph.D. in neuroscience from
UCLA.

+» Author of

The End of Faith

Letters to a Christian Nation

The Moral Landscape

Waking Up: A Guide to
Spirituality Without Religion
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¢ Professor of philosophy and
co-director of the Center for
Cognitive Studies, Tufts
University, Massachusetts
¢ Author of:
Brainstorms
Elbow Room
Consciousness Explained
Breaking the Spell
_ AN % Y Darwin's Dangerous Idea
Danie] Dennett
(1942-2024)

¢ Author, journalist, columnist,
essayist, orator, religious and ‘
literary critic

s Contributed to New.
Statesman, The Nation, The
Weekly Standard, and more

s Author of:

Thomas Jefferson: Author of %
America

Thomas Paine's “Rights of
Man": A Biography
God is Not Good
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"If this book works
as | intend,
religious readers

who open it will be
atheists when they
put it down.”

D ] Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, p. 5.

The  Delusion

"The creationists who
oppose the Darwinian
Theory so bitterly are right
about one thing: Darwin’'s
dangerous idea cuts much
deeper into the fabric of

our most fundamental

beliefs than many of its
sophisticated apologists
have yet admitted, even to
themselves."”

Daniel C. Dennett, Darwin's Dangerous ldea: DAN[EL C DENNETT

Evolution and the Meaning of Life, p. 18. SCHILISHESS EX
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THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

"Religious faith
represents so
uncompromising a
misuse of the power of THE

our minds that it forms a E F ! 7D s
kind of perverse, cultural - anb e

- . . . FuruRE OF REASON
singularity — a vanishing @F .
point beyond which A —

~—~Natalie Angier, New York Times Book Roview

rational discourse proves ]F Q HTH
impossible.” \. |
Sam Harris, The End of Faith, p. 25. sm umx'

WITH A NEW AFTERWORD

"As | write these words,
and as you read them,
people of faith are in their
different ways planning
your and my destruction,
and the destruction of all

the hard-won human

attainments that | have
touched upon. Religion

poisons everything.

Christopher Hitchens, God is Not Great: How
Religion Poisons Everything, p. 13, emphasis in
original.
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“If this book works
as | intend,
religious readers
who open it will be
atheists when they
put it down.”

Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, p. 5.

"Guard what was committed to your
trust, avoiding the profane and idle
babblings and contradictions of
what is falsely called knowledge."

A
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SAM HARRIS - CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS
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Harris&
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Its Focus

While acknowledging the role Christians
have played in certain histogical atrocities,
academic atheism ackinowledges the

contribution Christianity h._g_s' made in recent

centuri_e’:-s toithe overallw ell-bein@“

® | of humanity}

Its Focus

In contrast, the "New" Atheism now indicts
religion in general or the Christian religion
in particular for virtually .,g-ay“ery thing that is

! wrong with the _%orld.

11
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Its Focus

Religion in general or Christianity in
particular are responsibleifor many, if not
. most, of the atrocitiestof history.

wF:a“jth is p.l.un ging the weld into self-
destruction as itfallows p‘e’a to justify'the
destruction of other per no reason

whatsoeVer

Its Focus

Christianity has always been an impediment
to science.

-

Christianity'is endangerinfg the civilized
waojldiby its com I itment toferadicate seund

_scientifi’e reasoningjand gdvance_;s*

threughout the public apdiespecially the

educational spheles.

12
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Its Audience

Academic atheism took the argument
to the scholags.

"As such, its -arguments- were generally
more thoughtful and, understandably,
‘- ¥ “more technical. “

™ Because of this, itsfbooks were
hardly best'sellers.

Its Audience

The "New" Atheism is taking the argument
to the masses.

-

As'such, its arguments sometimes can b_e

more simplistic, evenjtoithe point of
‘b ovenreaction andh y‘ teria. “

"Its books are run-awayibest sellers.

13
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Its Tone

The "New" Atheism is unprecedented in the
shrill tone of its rhetoric.

Itsiharsh, if not hostile, trea"em ent of religi.on in
genenal and Christianity in pagticular, has'strtck

'a chord Wltvh UE inou&society. *
Thejepen hatred of God isiseemingly becoming
more'comfortableffo@many.

Its Grounding

In his W. H. Griffith-
Thomas lectures at Dallas
Theological Seminary, Al
Mohler noted seven
characteristics of the
"New Atheism ’(gne of
which bears mentioning,

14



Its Grounding

viz., that the "New
Atheism” seems
particularly orientated
toward science in a way
in which previous
intellectual atheism was
not:

.‘“ P e

Its Grounding

I/t does this, attempting to
ground most of its
criticisms of religion on
scientific materialism
(a.k.a “scientism” or
logical positivism).
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Its Aim

The "New" Atheism seeks to eradicate
religion from theplanet

The qualified'demur of Hitchens is ndt’éd.

O R

Its Ighorance

The "New" Atheism seemingly has an abject
ignorance of the classical theistic arguments.

.f e | g z
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Its Ignhorance

The terrible irony is that:

Dawkins, Harris, Hitchensiand Dennett
boast about how reasonable they arejand
howimuch theisviews are@rounded ﬁe

. evidence!
-

Its Ighorance

The terrible irony is that:

They continuously excaoiate religious

people for having absolutely' no reasonlor
‘a"y‘idence fomtheir religious beliefs:
o

17
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Its Ignhorance

The terrible irony is that:

Yet they themselves oftenjfail to seriously
engage the best arguments and evidence
thatiChristiansiput forth fotheir positions.

N E

Its Ighorance

Dawkins, Harris, and Hitchens (sans
Dennett) seemingly hope that the
hyperbolic level of theigeniticisms will
distract the readers from noticing thatithey

seldom reftﬂlte“tfﬁe standard,argumentsior
p%forth substantive one-sof their own.

18
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If God is the des:gger of
blologlcal*complegaty,
He Himself would/have
o be S0 co\mp‘lex as to

21



tﬁere is n@ reason to_

tieankgthisicausehis
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rhrlstephe |tchens &
W 1949z 2@1) v
‘-n 'r ’

“All attempts to “ ‘11 / ,
reconcile faith'with f Q &
science and reason;|: };’: ’
are consigned to syt

failure and | ,,\'
T 5 A N
ridicule.

[Ch tph r Hitchens, God Is Not Great: How Religior
Poisons Everythi g( ew York: Twelve, 2007), 6465] I

("]p949 2@1)
‘-n 'r ’
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Danlel ennett
% (1942- 2024)

Daniel Dennett
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BREAKING

THE

SPEL

DANIEL C DENNETT

al £
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DaniellDennett ™
(1942-2024)

“Perhaps thereiare:miraculous
sea shellson the beach. If:so;
the only hope of'ever
demonstrating thisito a
- doubtingiworldiwouldibeibys
= ~adoptlﬁ‘g'i?77"ézmetal.detector
\ method Withl liS assumptl’ci)”n ‘

“Perhapsisomeicancer
curesiare miracles:If
so, the only hope of

everndemonstrating this
tolaldoubtingiworld

would be by adopting
the!scientific method,
with its assumption,of
no miracles; and
showing that'science
was!utterly/unable’to
accounti for the
phenomena.#

[BreakingithelSpell’+26]
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Steph‘en Jay Gould Alister McGrath Ric'h;??.‘,(;l?ﬁawkins
(19%1-2002)

Facts and the Relationship
of Science and Religion

27
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« Paleontologist, evolutionary
biologist, and historian of
science

« Taught at Harvard and New

Stephen Jay Gould York University
('1'@1‘1-2002) ; '
« Famous for his theory of

punctuated equilibrium

« Was very interested in the
relationship between science
and religion

"We may, | think, adopt
this word and concept to
\ express the central point
Ster ey of this essay and the
principled resolution of
supposed ‘conflict’ or
'warfare' between science
and religion.




Stephen Jay Gould

(19%1-2002)8

Steph‘en Jay Gould

(19%1-2002)88
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"No such conflict should
exist because each
subject has a legitimate
magisterium, or domain of
teaching authority—

"and these magisteria do
not overlap (the principle
that | would like to
designate as NOMA, or
‘nonoverlapping
magisteria’)."”
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"The net of science
covers the empirical

universe: what is it made

Stephen Jay Gould

91200218 of (fact) and why does it
work this way (theory).

"The net of religion
extends over questions of

moral meaning and value.

Steph‘en Jay Gould

(19%1-2002)88
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"These two magisteria do
not overlap, nor do they

\ encompass all inquiry

. (consider, for starters, the
magisterium of art and the
meaning of beauty).

"To cite the arch cliches,
we get the age of rocks,
k and religion retains the
Ster gy rock of ages; we study
how the heavens go, and
they determine how to go
to heaven.”

[Stephen Jay Gould, "Nonoverlapping Magisteria," http://www.blc.arizona.edu/courses/
schaffer/449/Gould%20Nonoverlapping%20Magisteria.htm, assessed 10/20/21]




Stephen Jay Gould

(19%1-2002)

Non
Overlapping
Magisteria

Steph‘en Jay Gould

" NOMA

Science Religion

(Facts and (Moral Meaning
Theories) and Values)
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Alister McGrath

¢ Andreas Idreos Professorship
of Science and Religion at
Oxtord University

Senior Research Fellow at
Harris Manchester College,
(@)% o) e!

Alister McGrath

"There is, of course, a third option—that of
'partially overlapping magisteria’
(a POMA, so to speak),
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Alister McGrath

"reflecting a realization that science and religion
offer possibilities of cross-fertilization on
account of the interpenetration of
their subjects and methods."

[Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath, The Dawkins Delusion? Atheist Fundamentalism and the Denial of the Divine (Downers
Grove, IL: 2007), 41

Alister McGrath

Partially
Overlapping
Magisteria
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Alister McGrath

Common factual claims
of science and religion

€.g., information
content in biological
systems

(Facts and (Facts and
Theories) \VEIES)

Former Charles Simonyi

Professor of Public

Understanding of Science, N e
Oxford University &2

Author of The Selfish Gene; Riéhﬁawkins
The Blind Watchmaker; The
God Delusion, and more

famous for his theory of
memes

outspoken atheist




Completely
Overlapping
Magisteria

Science
(Facts and Values)
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RicharalDawkins

Ric'h;%(;lTﬁawkins
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GO\I

A BELIEVER AND AN ATHEIST DEBATE

TERRY MIETHE AND ANTONY FLEW

YD

P

Antony Flew
1923 - 2010

MAITAd ANOLNYV

puUTwW SIY PaIZuBYD

18T9Y1® SNOTIO0JO0U 3S0W

S, PTI0M 33 MOYH

T09 gN SI TUTHL

¥

Antony Flew
1923 - 2010
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The Debate between Theists & Atheists
P MORELAND AND
. KAI NIELSEN ‘

with Contributions by:

.ﬂ':-—
_ Peter Kreeft  Antony Flew » ‘ ~ Kai Nielsen
= William Lane Craig *
* Keith Parsons  Dallas Willard +

f
’
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A Defense of
Christianity

J.B Moreland

4.\

Edward Feser
{ -.:»;\_-;

JeF; Moreland

/., Edward Feser
£ s Aqumas
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“A thoughtiul and theologically sophisticated sally into che
: N

ranks of Feser has wrie lively and
iost the latest grop of Village
Atheists - R aniel Denneee - who

have provide much enter

so little enlightenment 1

few vears, This Is a serd-
ous and passionately engaged challenge to the latest effort
Impose a dehumanizing arthodoxy by religlons (lierares.”

7\ bz

Edwa}rd Feser

- Roger Rimball, co~editor and publisher, The Nese Criterion

Ebpwarnp FESER

Frank Turek

coauthor of I Don't Have Enoug
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J. WARNER
WALLACE

AUTHOR OF
COLB-CASE CHRISTIANITY

DESIGNED
THE DESIGNER?

A Rediscovered Path
to God’s Existence

i
IGNATIUS

J. Warner W.
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Letter
from a
Christian
Citizen

DOUGLAS WILSON

A RESPONSE TO

Letter to a Christian Nation
BY BAM HARRIS

ATHEISM
AND ITS

SCIENTIFIC
PRETENSIONS

Douglas Wilson

|
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Cosmological
Argument

WILLIAM LANE CRAIG
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WLLIAM LANE FETYIE

The

Cosmological
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Edwa)rd Feser
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Gaven Kerr
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GAVEN KERR, OP

Aquinas’s Way to God

The Proofin De Ente et Essentia

AQUINAS AND THE
METAPHYSICS OF CREATION

GAVEN KERR
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Thomistic Existentialism
& Cosmological Reasoning
O O

JOHN F. X. KNASAS

A e
potus
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otraverunt o cngr}jtinung veritatis

Robert J. Spitzer
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JAMES E. DOLEZAL

sessssstssssssseseeeetseeEsEEEEEtEttstEtetsssesestsessssseesesstsssessEEEETTetES

IS IN GOD

James)EADPolezal

v

the collecteo papers
OF Joseph owens

(1908-2005) John r. catan
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An Introduction to
Natural Theology

MAURICE R. HOLLOWAY
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Please VisititheselWeblSites:

ThelVirtual ofiRichard!G:lHowe,
www!richardghowe:com

Evangelical Seminary
www.ses.edu
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