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‘Ethicaltnaturalistsystchrast Thomas
Aquinasy({:22574)claimithatthe
moeralpropertie stofpersnstand.
situationstdependiontthelFnatire i
seymerallqualitiestdeoinotpreStppese
a God, thought alperfectlyswiserand
good God woelld approverall-anadionly:
geod and rightthings: Naturalism' dees
not itself preclude God from' playingtan
epistemic role in° morality (telling us
reliably:what is'morally:good and bad)
or a motivational role (providing divine
incentives for maral behavior). But

' ' & . :
naturalism does 'deny theism a Pavid@4Brink
metaphysical role. :

[Brink; *Autonomy,* intCambridge: Companion, 152]

‘EthicaltnaturalistsystchrasiThomas =
Aquinasi(1225:74)y clain thatithe Given what we have said up to

moeralpropertiestofpersemns and.
Situationstdependionttheldnatire
seymerallqualitiestdeinot prestuppese
a God, thoughr alperfectlyswiserand
good God welld approverall-and eonly;
geod and rightthings: Naturalism:does

not itself preclude God from' playing an should be clear that, for Aquinas,
epistemic role'in° morality (telling us

, : theism most definitely does play
reliably whatisimorally’'good and bad) a metaphysical role in what it is
or a motivational role (providing divine
: : . to be good.
incentives for maral behavior). But
naturalism does deny theism a lt I’emainS to be ShOW” hOW thlS
metaphysical role. “translates” into human morality.

[Brink; *Autonemy,* iniCambridge: Companion, 152]

this point regarding the
metaphysics of the convertibility
of being and goodness, together
with Aquinas argument that God
IS IpSum esse subsistens—
subsistent existence itself—it
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The theory of human morality

findinglits philosophical
kernel'in the virtueitheory of
Aristotlerand its zenith In
Thomas Aquinas istknown as
NaturaliEaw. T heory.

&

Natural Caw: Theory'is a

philosophical’and theological
view of'the good and
humanielclliy7 based on the
nature of humanstand the

naturesof God:
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“Natural Law Theory is a
philosophical and theological
! view ofithe good and
human moralitygl’ based on the
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s=thicalnatiralists
Stchiasslnemas
Aquinasi(§li225374);
claimithatithelmoral
PropPErties of PELSOMN'S
and.sittuations depend
on their nature. ... *

[Brink; *Autenemy;* iniCambridge: Companion, 152]

BUnatlraliSnicdees
CIEY IS &
metaphysicalfrole:

[BrinkSAutonemysSinl€ambridgel€ompanionyls52]

-
Bayid©4Brink

-
Bayid©4Brink

3/17/2026 4:36 PM



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

does
@

[Brlnk Autonomy*' in’ Cambrldge Companion 152]

But what is a
nature if not
metaphysical?

ci @
on theirnature. ... *

®avid«©4Brink
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‘claimithatithelm al“
properties of persons :
ations depend

£ /ig\ﬂd ©4Brink

sBuinaturaliSmidoes!

-

y /Dgnd ©4Brink



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

"Given that certain aspects of
human maorality.are
philosophical issues, Natural
Law"Theoryimaintains that such
aspects of'the good and moral
good can be known*by human

reason aptfrocripture.

; R i-

Thisiistnot'to’'say that every
aspect of such things is
accessiblerby human reason.

This"is;especially theicase with
man's; eternal desitiny.
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“While | agree with Aquinas's
metaphysics regarding the
philosophical aspects of human
morality and goodness.in achieving
our end in this life, as a Protestant
Evangelical; | do not agree with him
regarding how we gam that ultimate

11
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"Our discussion willFbe
adequate if it has as
much clearness as the
subject-matter admits
of, for precision is notito
be sought for alike iniall
discussions. ...

"For it is the mark of:an
educated man to ook
for precision in each
class of things just'so
far as the nature of'the
subject admits: =

[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 3, 1094211, 25, trans. W- D:RossliniRichard
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random House 1948936}
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Natural Law Theory accounts for human good,
human morality, and human law within a
broader context.of God, His law, and His

superintendencelofimankind within His
creation with.regard human nature.

13
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It stands in stark contrast to the view of God
and morality commonly found in
contemporary.Evangelical apologetics.

This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary

iloSepPhers

14
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ﬂa’rural Lal
Theory is grounded

in classical

metaphusics.

As a model of morality that follows
the contours and categories of
Ancient Greek and Medieval
Philosophy; Natural'Eaw Theory
traffics in certain fundamental
concepts, most of whichfthemselves
need to belunpacked, including:

15
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IEWZ ture / natural “human nature
nature vs: function substance vs. accident

act/potency. teleology existence
GodiasiBeingfandiGooednesstitselfi
good and evil good and:moral good
obligation == ‘the Transcendentals

convertibilitwfh"é@?-f‘and igood"

ﬂa’rur*al Law Theory
istclioser o, home
fthan many Americans
mMaypeealize.
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Hon. Clarence Thomas

Edward Feser
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Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

B EmaL

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas &= PRINT

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace [E smcLEPAcE
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's E REPRINTS
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law™” as a [ SAvE
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling SHE
direction.

Most conservatives criticize the judiciary for expanding its powers, "creating” rights rather
than "interpreting” the Constitution. These crities talk of returning issues like abortion to
democratically elected and politically accountable bodies.

Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law" as a
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling
direction.
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“The anxious questions
asked by the Senators
about natural law and the
nominee's disavowal that
natural law would have any
role in his decision of
actual cases evidence a
pervasive lack of
understanding or
acceptance of natural law."”

["Natural Law and Justice Thomas," Regent University Law Review
(1999-2000): 471]
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John S.B

Bakepgyr.
DistinguishedfScholar inResIdence

Catholic University of' America

=LawSchoo| -

2 e
Theory Catholic?
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“It is difficult ... to
make generalizations
about Protestant
theology. ...
Nevertheless, people
who otherwise have
very little in common
theologically find
common ground in
their opposition to
natural law."

[Retrieving, the Natural Law: A Return to Moral First
Things, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 111]
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“One is hard-pressed
to identify a single
major figure in
Protestant theological
ethics who has
developed and
defended a theory of
ELOCINEL A

[Retrieving, 112]

s

ESSENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOCGICAL ETHICS

3/17/2026 4:36 PM

“Protestants should not affirm
natural law despite being
Protestant. They should affirm
natural because they are
Protestant.k. - Rrotestants
believe that Scripture is the
highest authority for Christian
faith and life, and since Scripture
clearly teaches the reality and
importancegofinaturallaw;
Protestantsimustaffirminatiral
law if theyjwishitolbeltrtelto
their own convictions."

[David VVanDrunen, Natural Law: A Short Companion (Brentwood: B&H
Academic, 2023), 11, emphasis in original]

Stephen J. Grabilliie -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
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"While evangelicals
oday (both inside an
outside of confessiona
traditions) may be
surprised—even
dismayed—Dby. [Pete
Martyr Vermigli's] strewg
affirmation of divine
witness through the
natural order,

-

“the older magisteriall
Protestant tradition
utheran and Reformed
not only inherited but
also passed on thesy
doctrines of lex naturalis;
and cognitio’Del
naturalis, especially.the
idea of an implanted
knowledge of morality, as
noncontroversial
legacies‘of patristic and
scholastic thought.”

[Rediscovering the Natural Law in Reformed.
JlneologicallEthics)(Grand RapidsiEerdmans, 2006);

K —
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RS e ohen J. Grabilleie -
C

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

=i

.i' ‘“_'_ ] - '
< Stephen J. Grablllj' ;
C Acton Institute and

Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
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I'HE PETER MARTYR LIBRARY
VOLUME FOUR

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

O the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH € McLELLAND

"
~

e .
Peter Martyr®Vermigli '

(1499-1562)

"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study.
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
4 us without his special contribution."”
i ‘Q_‘\..___ [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the

> -
l!:_ .?" ! Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Peter Martyr

Ve rm |g | | v Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
(1499-1562) Press, 2018), 13-14]




=
Peter Martyr®Vermigli
(1499-1562)

Q Sy
5 %
" |
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"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that
we grow daily in the knowledge
of God until we are led to see him
as he is, with face uncovered.”

[Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the
Nicomachean Ethics, 15]

SENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker
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Natural
LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE
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NATURAL LAW
AND

& |

JessepCovington l
|
:

Echted by
JESSE COVINGTON. BRYAN McGRAW,
awi MICAH WATSON

; ‘

cah Waitson
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW

T |

sNow.itimayibelasked
whyZalChristian;should
belinterested’in’natural.

lawjatiallSIfione

already 'has'the'Bible; ™
whatiuse is it? Atibest

ittwould merely repeat
in cursive a small part |
ofiwhat God had |
already written.in great |
block letters |

\Wiittentonithe: Fleart: The CasesforgNaturaliltaw,
(DewnersiGrove: InterVarsitysi997)%180]
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- Romans 4:4-5 <

Now to-him who works, the wages are
not counted as grace but as debt. {5}

But to him who does not work but

believes on Him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness.

supernatural

nafural
- Romans 12:17-18 <

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard
for good things in the sight of all men.
{18} If it is possible, as much as
depends on you, live peaceably
with all men.

31
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ita?

| “Q — """1 i g
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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= ETERINAICIONGS

' Videntialiworking

The plan by which God.
governs credtion

God s pio

33



gZitdislevident, granted that the
world'is ruled by Divine
Providence'... that the whole
community.of the universe is
governed by Divine Reason.
Whereforeithe very Idea of the
government of things in God
thelRuleriof:the universe, has
the nature of a law.

“And'sincelthe Divine
Reason’s conception of
things is:not subject to time
butlisieternal, according to
Rrovaviii, 23, therefore it is
thatithis'kind of law must be
called eternal.”
S7 L e AL

3/17/2026 4:36 PM
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NATURA sl AW

fhe par'ficjpaﬁoryiﬂ-fé fernal Law
by rational cr‘e%&/r.es by virfve

~of beingNgational

that aspect of fhefQ,é;{‘é/i'[gza/,,law whereby

fhe Creafor governstandsguides the
moraliactions o?i@nqg’hs r sueh that,
when obeyed, it /eam’g; homans fo their
proper end in, s World
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NATURA sl AW

that aspect of the\L @gqﬁjaw whereby
the Creafor governstandsguides the
moral-actions 01377@;@%3 f such 1haf,
when obeyed, it leads humans fo their
proper end in s world

discoverablefbypeason
N d” : /‘%
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For when Gentiles, who 0 not have the
law, by nature do the things in the

law, these, although not

having the law, are a

law to themselves, who
show the work of the law
written in their hearts ...

Romans 2:14-15a
"!, y
L
i AN

A

& Deut. 9:5 =

“Ittisinotibecause of your
[ighteousness or the

| ".,gprightness of your heart that
;'i 4 ‘you golin teipessess their

Jland, butibecause ofithe
ickedness ofithese nations
. that thelLORDIyour God

~ drivesithem out from

beforeryou."
-

3/17/2026 4:36 PM
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‘evident that all things
partake'somewhat of the
eternal'law, in so far as,
namely, from_its being

imprinted.onithem, they
deriveltheir respective
inclinations to their proper
acts and ends.

gNowiamong all others, the
rationallcreature is subject to
Divinelprovidence in the most
excellent'way, in so far as it
partakes; of a share of
providence, by being
providentboth for itself and

for others.

38
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eWherefore it has a share of
thelEternal Reason, whereby
litthastalnatural inclination to
itsiproper act and end: and
this\participation of the
eternalllaw.in the rational
creature'is called the

natural law."
et e

“Nothing, indeed, is
more common, than for
man to be sufficiently
instructed in a right
course of conduct by
natural law, of which the
Apostle here speaks [In
Rom. 2:14-15]."

¥ [Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. trans. Henry Beveridge
'JOh n CaIVI n (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §22, p. 241]
(1509-1564)
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)

ot

m,&

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“Since man is by nature a
social animal, he is
disposed, from natural
instinct, to cherish and
preserve society; and
accordingly we see that
the minds of all men have
impressions of civil order
and honesty.

“Hence it is that every
individual understands
how human societies
must be regulated by
laws, and also is able to
comprehend the
principles of those laws.
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“Hence the universal
agreement in regard to
such subjects, both

'd

individuals, the seeds of
them being implanted in
the breasts of all without
a teacher or lawgiver. ... It
is true, that some
lohn Calvin principle of civil order is
(1509-1564) impressed on all.

——
it \a among nations and
#

“And this is ample proof
— that, in regard to the
— constitution of the
- \* present life, no man is
AN devoid of the light of
| reason.”
-y [Institutes, Bk. Il, §13, pp. 234-235]

John Calvin
(1509-1564)




FRANCIS
TURRETIN

Translated by

George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

James T. Dennison, Jr.

VOLUME ONE: FIRST THROUGCH TENTH TOPICS

"Natural}law, is\gakeh st!ri'&tly and
properlysforatheipracticalirule of
moral c’l(utle"[tgahvhl%ﬂ n}en are
bound by nature."" Thelorthodox
..|affirmithat there ISENEITIC]
law .5 arising,:>-'from}al divine
obligation being impressed by
God upon the conscience.of man
in his very. creation ... drawn from
the right of:naturelitself; found
both onithelnaturelofiGod, the
Creator::. andionitheicondition of
rational creatures themselves

3/17/2026 4:36 PM

Francis Turretin
'*\ 1623 1687)

— a "l'

".—“--
-‘\‘
5 Q\

Francis Turretin
N
'*\ 1623 1687)

— a "l'
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0 . M

on account of their
necessary dependendupon God
in the genuslof morgls nolless
than in the genus'of: belng, are
bound.to) perform or.avoid those
things whichisoundreason and
the dictates of conscience enjoin
uponithem to doior avoid)."
[Institutes of: Elenctic/Theology First Topic: fheology) @ XIHS§V. VII, IX,

trans. by GeorgelMusgraveiGiger, (Rhillipsburg: P & R;:1992, vol. 2, pp.
2, 3]

Francis Turretin
(1623 1687

"One may well ask, '"How can you
advocate breaking some laws
and obeying others?' The answer
is found in the fact that there are
two types of laws: there are just
laws, and there are unjust laws. |
would agree with St. Augustine
that 'An unjust law is no law at
all." Now, what is the difference
between the two? How does one
determine when a law is
just or unjust?

Martln Luther Klgg, Jr o

(f1 929 1 968 Sadsr
,*.li’ g ol j"‘ ;’_,"" ff
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"A just law is a man-made code

that squares with the moral law,

or the law of God. An unjust law

is a code that is out of harmony
with the moral law. To put it in the

terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an

unjust law is a human law that is

not rooted in eternal and natural

law. Any law that uplifts human

personality is just. Any law that

degrades human personality
is unjust.” &7 ‘
[Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letters from Birmingham Jail," April 124063] " Martin Luth_er K|ng \ _
7 JA929: 9@8‘43

Ll _- -

¢infregard to' Thomas and
CEIIN NI EIUICINEL

theéﬁby placing himself
definitively.in.one medieval

44
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gindeedinsofar as ideas of
naturalllaw were intimately
woyen.intolthe fabric of the
Europeaniiusicommune of
whichlCalvin' the law student
wouldthave imbibed in his
youthiyhe had.no reason to
consider his reference to
naturalllaw.as anything out
lofithe ordinary."

& John T. McNeill (1885-1975) =

“There is no real discontinuity between the teaching of
the Reformers and that of their predecessors with
respect to natural law. Not one of the leaders of the
Reformation assails the principle. Instead, with the
possible exception of Zwingli, they all on occasion
express a quite ungrudging respect for the moral law.
naturally implanted in the human heart and seek to
inculcate this attribute in their readers."

[John T. McNeill, “Natural Law in the Teaching of the Reformers," in The Journal of Religion 26, no. 3 (July 1946): 168-182. The
citation is from p. 168]

45



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

HfUMAN LAW

2 ,ac;/*f/cu/a/* SapliEEnen aF

nafum/ /aw fo /bca/ commun/ﬁ/
— ?

| W/mpe/*fecf

lu

”’J(I@? as,jin the speculative
teason) from indemonstrable
prmc:ples we draw the
conclusions of the various
sciences; the knowledge of
whichlisinotimparted to us by
nature;ybut.acquired by the
efforts of reason,

- Thomas *Aqﬁlnas
(1225-1574)
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gsoltoolitiis from the precepts
ofithelnatural'law, as from
generaliand indemonstrable
principles, that the human
reason'needs to proceed to
thelmore particular

determinations of certain
matters.

glhe practical reason is

concerned with practical
matters; which are singular
contingent: but not with

necessany.things, with which
thelspeculative reason is
concerned.

47
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ZWhereforelhuman laws
cannot'have that inerrancy
that'belongs to the
demonstrated conclusions of

sciences."”
ST [HI @x,; -:J‘Z;{;?j*-‘ad. 3)]

A S5
' Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)
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zltiwasnecessary for the

Rl
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~Thomas Aguinas

(1225=1274)

49



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

BUtlsince' manlis ordained to
aniendiof eternal happiness
whichlistinproportionate to
mansstnatural faculty ... it was
necessary.that, besides the
naturallandithe human law, man
shouldibe directed to his end
bylallaw.given by God."

’ “% M’:.-.ej,‘;y“-_‘(.- o, ’

' \~Thomas Aquinas
(1225:1274)
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Theologians use the
term ‘nature’ to refer to
a particular aspect or
propensity within
each of us, as |

in the "sin
nature.”.

‘w'

"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
what comes naturally:
We sin.”

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]
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“What-ness

Mﬂh) ol 10 &) 1 ”@ m
with: respectito athingis accidents: Substance
withirespectitora thing stintellect: Quiddity,

with respect to a thing's existence: Essence

Thenatural“in' Natural Law
refers to'the facg that human
beings are what\we are
because we possess a
humani natu'r‘.e‘__é
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Edwgrd Feser

“It isTwidely:

assumed.that the
anaqu‘sfs and

justi ﬂcation of
fundamental moral

-

claimsican be
conducted without

referencejto,at

least the more

ey

contentious isstues

?f metaphys:cs ‘
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“Nothing could:be
furtherfrom the
spirit.offThomas,
for whominatural
law ﬁs ‘natural’
precisely'because
it derives from
human M ature;y
conceived of in
Aristotelian

essentialistiterms: |

[AquinassA'Beginner's Guidel(©xford: ©ne\World);

i) —

P
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A

Jeohn Finnis
' ¢

|

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which caniberadequately:
grasped byianyone of the
age of reason)(and not just

by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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They/areinot inferredifrom
ispeculative principles: They,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
abouthuman nature’ or
about thelnature ofigood and,
evil, or about ‘the function o}
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from,a teleological:
concepti'oture or.any:
other.conceptioniofnature:
They are notiinferred or
derived from'anything.*

Jis“Ctlithe objections/ofiMargaret MacDonald):Natural Rightszin}
PY Easlett (ed!), Philosophy; Politicsiand.Societyl(Oxford: 1956 )}
35/at|pi 44

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

"The hope of side-stepping [the
Humean fact/value dichotomy]
objection is part of the reason
why Germain Grisez and John

Finnis have sought to develop a
‘new’ natural law theory which,

unlike the traditional version,
does not seek to ground morality
in premises concerning the
metaphysics of human nature.”

. / [Edward Feser, "Being, the Good, and the
s ™ Guise of the Good" in Neo-Scholastic Essays

Edwa rd Feser Ry p (South Bend: St. Augustine's Press), 279-320,

58



<

Ji'hn Finii‘s

Ve -
Butiwerarenot claimingithat

geodiand evilthave telbe
analyzedand fixcdBEEORE
they are appliediinimerals:

Thisfistalconfusioniofithe
epistemology/efimeralsiwith
thelmetaphysicsiofimoralst
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
the contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichl canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
$91a%13c; qt 58 1aat 4 c; 5¢C"

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed.
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichi canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"

$91a%13c; qt 581aa’ 4'c; 5¢C
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Justbecauseiwercanknow.

X beforeiwe know anything

aboutithelmetaphysics of X

deesinet meanthatitherelis
no metaphysicsiof X’

Nor deesiittmeanithatithe
metaphysicsiof X should
never.come’inteitne
discussion whenstherreality.
o Xistintdispute”

4

Alpersonimay/know thatiGed
existsieveniifthefnevern
considersithefmetaphysical
aspectsiof God:

Butiitican becomelcritical to
intreduce theimetaphysical
iIssuestin‘aldisputerabout the
existenceloff God.

.
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped:byfanyonelof the
age of reasonj(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

§ *2DiUt0iConnor;Aquinasiand|Natural/Law,(London:{1967); p

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and'not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
selnota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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sNoris it true that for

~ — _ - Aquinas good and'evil'are S

£ Einmistis missing Aqumas's concepts analysed and fixed;
: : 3 - In metaphysics before they.
peintyAquinasimaintainsithatis o B0, SppliSaTh morasia2on

ifisithe!DOING ofigeod and thelcontrary, Aquinas asserts
evillthatlis selffevident'and 2 plzlulyesiuuselols diz
the first principals of‘natural

indemonstrable’ notithe law, whichispecifythe basic
BEING of good and evil: . forms ofgoodand evil.and

ans), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.??

and Naturallaw/(London: 1967, p’

inlEthiV) | cti12) para, 1018:/S7 1411} p .94 (a2 lq )

2Good. is the first
thing that falls
under the
apprehension of

reasony N N s
" \{ L — ”F

directed at action. oAb A

(1225=1274)

(Sl GR% 18 2)
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gkience; this is the first
precept of law, that:
bontm est faciendum

etiprosequendum, et “ %
malum vitandum." ‘

<
B k"
Tho masAqumas

(1225= 1274)

ot
7 ‘Q

gklence, this is the first
precept of law, that:
good.is to be done
nd pursued and
evil avoided."”

(1225 1274)
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£ SecondyAquinas maintains‘

thatitherelistaldifference
betweenfsemethingibeing
selfzevidentlinlitselffthough
notitelustandiselfzevidentiin
itselifanditolus:

“A'thing can be self-

“Noriisiititrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On

ithelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;

asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural:
law; which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which canjbeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"

9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

ewdent in either of two

thelother, self-evident
intitself, and to us."

' SET

g, e oY P'

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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fEerexampleftheleqguationf2

204 Sthelghiselfzevident
inlitselff(infasimuchrasithe
predicater4sisicontainediin
thelsubjecti2uti24) Swillfn ot
belselfzevidenttoraichild
leanningrarnithmeticawherhas
yetelleainiwhatithefequal
Sien) MEENS:

NhusiiforAquinasiitlistafinst
principlelofflawithatithelgeod
isiteibeldonerandievil
avoeided:

hisshewevemrisaysinothing
againstithelcaselfoFandithe
ielevancelofithe
metaphysicstoiwhatiittis
el MEIES SenEalinle)
geodiorievilt
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“Noriisiititrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed!
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts
as plainly;as possibleithat
the'first'principalsiofinaturall
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e*adequately
grasped.byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"

9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Noriisiittrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed. and. fixed!
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts,
as plainly;as possibleithat
the first principals of natural
law; whichispecifyithelbasic
forms of good and evil.and
which canibeladequately.
grasped.byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.??

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"

9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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Third, there is a difference
between whether they are
inferred from speculative
principles BEFORE they.
are employed in action,
and whether they can, in
fact, be inferred from
speculative principles.

)

For example, one does not
have to infer from
speculative principles that
God exists before one is
able to believe that
God exists.

3/17/2026 4:36 PM

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and|
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They. arelnotinterred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress; 1980}38-34]
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ZThere is nothing to
prevent.a man, who
cannot grasp a proof,
accepting as a matter of
faith))'something which in
itselflisicapable of being
iscientifically [i.e.
rationally] known and V.

N N Aquinas
demonstrated. (12251572)

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative principles: They,

This, however, is not to say.
that the existence of God
cannot be so inferred from

speculative (i.e.,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
about the nature of good and
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

metaphysical) principles.

other'conc p‘{gn of nature.
They:areinot: inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]
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¥ B

The same point applies to
morality, as | hope will
become clear as we
go along.

Thus, it would seem that
Finnis's view is not aligned
with Aquinas’s.

gsWheneverithings have such a
definitelnature!... the operation
appropriateitoia given being is
lalconsequent of that nature.
INowRitlis'obvious that there is a
determinate kind of nature for

for man.”

transaVernon'JiBourkel(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:

They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
aboutithe'nature ofi.goodiand,
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

other conc p~t{p.n of nature.
They:areinot inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]

homa Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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it does so, if

A\

unimp'e&é&, towards its
proper end or goal or telos:
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"Q 'S @@ alms e
é”*‘“lts purpose or telos:
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gsWheneverithings have such a
definitelnature!... the operation
appropriateito a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.
INowRXitlisiobvious that there is a
determinaterkind of nature for
M Therefore, there must be
someloperations that are in v
themselves appropriate B = 4 |
for man.* f \‘ Y S

U

[%@ 1115 -; ansiVernon'J-Bourke (University of Notre Dame Press Edition) Thom aS Aqu nas

tloft@n the Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:

_ (1225=1274)

gsWheneverithings have such a » -~

definitelnature!... the operation e
appropriateito a given being is ‘Nature' hereis not
alconsequent of that nature. merely a'referenceito
INowiitlistobvious that there is @ thicjueanibody:
determinate ofinatuiielol Rather the nature
NTiherefore, there must be involves that nature
someloperations that are in pathiicspecytotie
themselves appropriate operdtions:
forman.* L4

See i, ransaVernoniJH Bourke (University: of Notre Dame Press Edition)
: il tloft@n the Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
]
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Jf a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman; both of them
have committed an abomination. They'shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon them.

Lev. 20:13

For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.
For even their women exchanged the natural &
use for what is against nature. Likewise also £ ,(
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,?’é’?f
burned in their lust for one another, men with ‘w }“
men committing what is shameful, and

receiving in themselves the penalty of

their error which was due.

Rom. 1:26-27
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W’&W -~ ‘*‘m
Unlike plants or other
animals, humans possess
rationality and free will which
allow us toe choose either in
accordance withior in

oppositionkteleur.proper end.

These enable us to choose,
not merely:among particular
goods, but to'pursue the
good as such.

73



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

Butithese will:also allow us to
choose against.our own
naturesiand against our
proper telos (end) which

IS;ourgood:

When we chose'in
accordance with our proper
end, we actualizelour good or
perfection, i.e.;;;we cause
them to come intorexistence

and'belmade,real.
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glihose acts are properly
called'human which are
voluntary because the

wil_l is the rational
appetite, which is proper

[SINEIY@6intod

£Van! determines
himselfiby: his reason to
willkthis or'that, which
isitrue [good] or
apparent good.”

(ST L, OBl 6
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2Evillmay. be considered
eitherin a substance or
in‘an action . . .

.3,:;"
"l\Q =y, ‘v.
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)

“Moral fault is found
primarily;and principally
initheract of the will
onlyss . so. .. an act is
moral because it
istvoeluntary. . . .

l‘l \‘ m%p&l, , ‘
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)
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@hhelroot and source of
moraliwrongdoing is to
belsoughtiin the act
of the will."

IStmmal€ontralGentiles 10§ 13]

- J;.
&

§ TmeRgr 4. -

' \~Thomas Aquinas
(1225:1274)

With this; oneishould see why,
in‘an'important sense for the
Thomist, God isfnot.a moral

being. since He does not
choose actions thatilead to His
telosjorperfection.
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NIn'addition} ene'should'see why
therThomist crmges when he
hears a Christian apologlst
respond {0) (14 problem of evil
in terms of God's ‘morally
sufficient reasons for allowmg
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EDITED AND INTRODUCED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

IN THE THEOLOGY OF =gy, (el LR (el ] T8

FOREWORD BY
TERRY EAGLETON

HERBERT (5,111

FHenbent McCabe
(1926-200
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“A perfect X is
an X that has
all its
properties; an

imperfect X
lacks one of

more of its
properties."”

[Ged and Evil inthe Theology of St Thomas
Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]
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Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200

"Every art and every
inquiry, and similarly,

every action and pursuit;

is thought to aim at some}

good; and for this reason;

declared to be that at
which all things aim-=

[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Rosslin|Richare
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random Elousei 194} 935]

the good has been rightly:
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@hhe'essence of
goodness
consists in this,

thatiitiis in some £ %

way desirable.” ‘g ?

sitranst Eathers ofithe English Dol m|n|can Province l\" A)k'ﬁ‘r R ’

Thealefz: €0 mpl ste| English Edition in Five Thomas )?\‘qUInaS

istian Classics, 1981), 23]

(1225:1274)

YGoodness
'signifies
perfection which
isidesirable.” £ §

,{ ;
l\? II!'I'.FT“(i;fr)rar‘eﬁé“)43\'_qU|nas_.

(ST, @B, et il

(1225=1274)
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[ T g : I

As thelintellect aims toward
that which iIs considered true,
the will aims towardi.that which

iIs'’considered good.

As'something may be
considered true ,that'is not
really.true, something may be
considered goodithat is not
really good?

83



3/17/2026 4:36 PM

to reality.

Goodiis that which'actualizes a
thing's'telos, whichiis to say
good is that whichfperfects

v s -’ﬁl

[ 1.4 _:""'=‘. |‘|‘_wﬁ."a“"‘, | 4 2 m i
wm%q - T

Eor athing:sitelos to be
actualized is'to sayithat the
potencies in theithing take on
being (existence).
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The good towardiwhich our will
aimsimay berour real good
(Wwheniwe acttmorally) or
something mistakenly
perceived as a goodibut which
substitutesiforour real good
(when we aet“lmmoralgy)

So when woman sa AW

thatitheltreelwasigooalfone

food; thatiits was pleasant -k
to the eyes,; engle ajtree  Teesa 7
desirable to ﬁ‘i?keﬂene s 2

wise, sheitookloflits fru:t“ "ﬁf R

and ate. She also gave to = *
her husband with her,

and he ate.
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weighs the hearts.
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o 1 Kings 15:5 <

.. because David did what
was right in the eyes of
the LORD, and had not

turned aside from
anything that He
commanded him all the
days of his life, exceptin
the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.

ENever: therefore would
evillbe'sought after, not
eveniaccidentally,
Unless'the good that
accompanies the evil VA
weremore desired than - ;
thelgood of which the ;&

DEEER ) -
'r"!;.‘f; 9\

.‘7 ) [ ] - :{‘
evillisithe privation.” | STroma®iiinas
(Sl I (1225-1274)

87



