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God"’as ’rhe" Cause
of ’rhe_Beglnnlng
of ’rh_e"' Un'lve 0o

1. The Universe began to
exist.

. Whatever begins to exist
has a cause of its
existence.

Therefore, the universe
has a cause of its
existence.
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The Scientific
Evidence for the
Beginning
of the Universe




v'Big Bang Theory
v Expanding Universe

v Second Law. of
Thermodynamics

Design- of f’rh 2

Unlver‘s\e{




Design®

The Scientific
Evidence for the
Design in the
Universe




Extrinsic Design of the

Universe as a Whole

% Design as fine'tuning. for life
*» Design as the origin of life

Intrinsic Design of
Living Systems
% Design as information

s Design as irreducible complexity
% Design as knowledge of reality




= Strengths <

They:appeal toithe:common sense
notion that;somethingican only:begin
to exist by being.caused to exist.

Theyiappeal toithe.common sense
notion that.anything'that exhibits
sufficientievidencelofidesigniisilikely;
caused,by:ianiintelligence:

= Strengths <

> They.oftenappeal todata from
contemporary.:science. (with:all of
science's social; etc’,; clout).

Theyigenerallyavoid trafficking;in;the
technicalities ofiacademic philosophy:




<~ Weaknesses <

> These arguments dolnotidemonstrate
that the cause.of the universe: still
exists.

These arguments.do' not demonstrate
thatithe cause. of the universe.isiGod
(ife¥ thatithelcauselhas theattributes
oficlassicalitheism).

< My Weaknesses <

> Certain aspects ofithe science are
disputed by some:

» Suchidisputesiinvariably get technical
and, thus;; arelbeyond the knowledge
ofithelnon-scientist:




< My Weaknesses <

> Certain aspectsiofithe science’ are
disputed by some:

> Suchidisputesiinvariably get technical
and, thus; are!beyond the knowledge
ofithelnon=scientist like: me:

"Other arguments
may vividly suggest
the existence of God,
press it home
eloquently to human
consideration, and
for most people
provide much greater
spiritual and
religious aid than
difficult metaphysical
demonstrations.

\ Joseph Owens
i (1908 - 2005)
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"But on the
philosophical level
these arguments are
open to rebuttal and
refutation, for they
are not
philosophically
cogent.”

[Joseph Owens, "Aquinas and the Five Ways,"

Monist 58 (Jan. 1974): 16-35. [p. 33]]

Joseph Owens
(1908 - 2005)

fﬂ‘r*gumen’r _
the E""*’i'”"’
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This argument
demonstrates, not that
there is a cause of the

universe's [ReEGimiAinckte
but that there is a
cause of the universe’s

cllirengexistine
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How an
Evangelical
Preacher Became
One of America’s
Leading Atheists

DELNEEIG

-

“The oldicosmological
argument cIaiﬁv"ed that

Dan Barker

-
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The argument employs
Aquinas's philosophical
doctrines of:
> essence«<

2- existence (Latin, esse) <
o~ essence/existence distinction-<’

Essence Existence
WHAT itis THAT itis
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Essence / Existence
Distinction

Essence / Existence

Distinction

In a sensible object there is
a real distinction between
its essence and its
existence.
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That essence and
existence are distinct in
sensible objects is evident
from the fact that one can
understand the essence of
a thing without knowing
whether it exists.

18



Whatever is true of
you, is true of you
either because of your
essence or not.
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The~reason }
3* you:have ”
e ratlonallty

s because

you are
-human.

flt is part |
* of:your
3 Y.
essence
-as human
to have
tlonallty
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XYou have'

gﬁ'atlonallty
by virtue
__ of'being

sl g . =

"‘R'é"tionality |
;}'ls caused
by your
;_-GSSGUCG-
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The: reason
you, have
risibility is

ycﬂ'l aKe-
human.

O

essence as

_\ \human

- o‘have\

2 risibility,

0\
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You have
I'lSlblllty by
v:rtue of
bemg

y

RlSlblIlty is
ce.ﬁ;sed
by.your

‘essence.

‘Ac

l "‘ "
i
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| call
g v/ ( W
| | )iou are hu‘manﬁ: 8
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i i 5 tpaik’t of| your essencel
‘human tolbe AL

at this debate?

VAelyoulatthis
- p bylvirtueloffbeing

ﬂf ‘ . i “J-l f
e i

lbe/nglaz‘ th/s debate 5 i
l caused by y@ur i
essence?

24



| \.A

even though /t’ls not .ﬁ _

AR

l lpart of:your e'ssence It(l)i i

¥ pe at.this 'depate 21

|

B because you caused.

W' ourself to be atlthis

I “ Il l Idebatm I l H
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\Islyour; ex!s*tence caused-
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If you saw a giant glass ball; L
you might ask how did it
come to be. ||

&

29



But if you were hearing music,
you would not ask how it
came to be.

Rather, you would ask what is
causing the music to be
right now.
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This'is %W

J/11 @masrAqumas
fw'/

understands ex:étence

Anything thatiexists that
does not existibyavirtue of
lts?e.s‘\;:e‘nceimust bey
continuously, caﬁggd o
exist by something.whose
essence IS exis'gé:ﬁce itself.

’f
—_—
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its essence /tXWould need
(0] be cont/nuously caused
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=|tlislaccidental to
thisiparticular man
asigenerator to be
generated by
another man: for he
CENEIEICHESENUERT
andinotias the son
oftanother man."

[StmmarTheologiaed, Q, 46, ii, ad 7]

h
A
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————

—
Anything thatiexists that
does not exist by virtue of
Il‘SleSS‘ /1CE ceim usts be
contmuous/y caused to

e
exist by somethmg whose

essence IS eXISggnce itself.

A

This causelis %methlng
fordw, h/ch there [SInoj

B

essence/ex:stence ’

,"'

d/stlnctlon
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! "
It/ssubs_tamtlal
exiStén(?éﬁr}h‘selﬁ' -

! "
It/ssubs_tamtlal
exiStén(?éﬁr}h‘selﬁ' W

. = .9
Ipsum esse subsistens

1:::}:-'
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Existence as such is
unlimited and contains all
perfections.

Existence is limited, if you
will, only when conjoined with
form or with form and matter.

JENFPG pandsite D
NAllOE Q{I@ 0 oiexte 0
ANGIE o’éTlo 0 s .m

39



accondinghto thwbape" @ﬂ q

thelessencelof that _ |

A horse
contains all
the
perfections
of existence
up to the

extent of and £
according to
the limitations
of the
essence of
horse.
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contains all
the
perfections
of existence
up to the

extent of and Falh &
according to =N
the limitations

of the
essence of

human.
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“Alllmenlknow,
this tolbelGods

Summaklheologial/ F2%3)

42



BN\

GOD

ZRNEES

A BELIEVER AND AN ATHEIST DEBATE

TERRY MIETHE AND ANTONY FLEW

FOREWORD BY HANS KUNG

BN\

GOl

EX1ST?

A BELIEVER AND AN ATHEIST DEBATE

A

Antony Flew
FOREWORD BY HANS KUNG 1923'2010

TERRY MIETHE AND ANTONY FLEW
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Antony Flew
1923 - 2010

The Debate between Theists & Atheists

JP MORELAND AND
KAI NIELSEN

with Contributions by:
| * Peter Kreeft « Antony Flew + _
| +William Lane Craig* |
\ * Keith Parsons * Dallas Willard |
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The Debate helweenTheisls&Alheisls .
JP MORELAND AND
KAI NIELSEN

with Contributions by: \
* Peter Kreeft = Antony Flew *
* William Lane Craig

* Keith Parsons * Dallas Willard =

o — = — |
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A Defense of
Christianity

J.P Moreland

“A thoughtful and theologically sophisticated sally into the
ranks of the New Atheism. Feser hus written a lively and
well i med polenic ags p of Village
Atheists - Richard Dawkins el Dennert, & Co. — who
have provided the public with so much entertminment and
s lintle rs, This is a seri-
ous v e 1o the latest effort o
Impas: hodoxy by religions illitgrares.”

ghtenment these past fow ved

dehumanizing

- Roger Kimball, co~editor and publisher, The Nete Criterion

Epwarn FE:
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“The pages ahead will inform . ... and inspire.”
A CHAR

STEALING

Frank Turek k
coauthor of I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist

. J. WARNER
WALLACE

A&UTHOR OF
COLO-CASE CHRISTIANITY
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GAVEN KERR, OP

Aquinas’s Way to God

I'he Proofin De Ente et Essentia
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PR O

OF THE EXI

CALL THAT
IS IN GOD
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Joseph Owens
(1908 - 2005)

the collecteo papers
OF Joseph owens

EINTED BY

John r. catan

An Introduction to
Natural Theology

MAURICE R. HOLLOWAY

50



