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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

"Our discussion will 
be adequate if it has 
as much clearness 

as the subject-matter 
admits of, for 

precision is not to be 
sought for alike in all 

discussions. …

Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

"For it is the mark of 
an educated man to 
look for precision in 
each class of things 

just so far as the 
nature of the subject 

admits."
[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, I, 3, 1094a11, 25, trans. W. D. Ross in 
Richard McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York: Random 
House, 1941), 936]



11/7/2025

5



11/7/2025

6



11/7/2025

7



11/7/2025

8

 Romans 1:20 
For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are 

made, even His eternal power 
and Godhead …
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 Romans 2:14-15 
For when Gentiles, who do not have the 
law, by nature do the things in the law, 

these, although not having the law, are a 
law to themselves, who show the work of 

the law written in their hearts ...
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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

"It is evident that the 
state is a creation of 

nature and that man is 
by nature a political 
animal. … A social 

instinct is implanted 
in all men by nature."

[Aristotle, Politics, Bk. I, ch. 2, 1253a1, 38, trans. Benjamin Jowett, in 
Richard McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York: Random 
House, 1941), 1129, 1130)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Since man is a 
social animal, one 

man naturally owes 
another whatever is 

necessary for the 
preservation of 

society."
[Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae II-II, q. 109, art. 3, ad. 1, trans. 
Father of the English Dominican Province (Westminster: Christian 
Classics, vol. 3, p.1656]
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

"Nothing, indeed, is more 
common, than for man to 

be sufficiently instructed in 
a right course of conduct 

by natural law, of which the 
Apostle here speaks [in 

Rom. 2:14-15]."
[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. trans. Henry Beveridge 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), Bk. II, Chap. 2, §22, p. 241]
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

"Since man is by nature a 
social animal, he is 

disposed, from natural 
instinct, to cherish and 
preserve society; and 

accordingly we see that the 
minds of all men have 

impressions of civil order 
and honesty. 

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

"Hence it is that every 
individual understands how 

human societies must be 
regulated by laws, and also 
is able to comprehend the 
principles of those laws. 



11/7/2025

13

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

"Hence the universal 
agreement in regard to 

such subjects, both among 
nations and individuals, the 

seeds of them being 
implanted in the breasts of 

all without a teacher or 
lawgiver. … It is true, that 

some principle of civil 
order is impressed on all.  



11/7/2025

14



11/7/2025

15

Philosophers sometimes 
use the term 'nature' to 
refer to the essence or 
"what-ness" of a thing. 

It is that about a thing that 
makes it the of 

thing that it is. 
kind
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the nature (which is intrinsic to the 
natural kind) 

to its proper end or telos 

directs 

the 

natural 

kind  

natural kind
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Herbert McCabe
(1926-2001)
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Herbert McCabe
(1926-2001)

"A perfect X is 
an X that has 

all its 
properties; an 

imperfect X 
lacks one of 
more of its 
properties."

[God and Evil in the Theology of St Thomas 
Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]

Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

"Every art and every 
inquiry, and similarly 

every action and pursuit, 
is thought to aim at 

some good; and for this 
reason the good has 

been rightly declared to 
be that at which all 

things aim."
[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, I, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Ross in 
Richard McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York: Random 
House, 1941), 935]



11/7/2025

26

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"The essence of 
goodness 

consists in this, 
that it is in some 
way desirable."

[Summa Theologiae I, Q5, art. 1, trans. Fathers of the English Dominican Province 
in St. Thomas Aquinas Summa Theologica: Complete English Edition in Five 
Volumes (Westminster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981), 23]

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Goodness 
signifies 

perfection which 
is desirable."

[ST I, Q5, art. 1]
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GOOD

MORAL 
GOOD

Unlike other animals, the 
rationality and free will of 

humans allow us to choose 
either in accordance with or 

in opposition to our 
proper end.
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Goodness and being are 
really the same, and differ 
only in idea; which is clear 

from the following 
argument. The essence of 
goodness consists in this, 

that it is in some way 
desirable. Hence the 

Philosopher says: 
'Goodness is what 

all desire.'
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Now is it clear that a thing is 
desirable only in so far as it is 

perfect; for all desire their 
own perfection. But 

everything is perfect so far as 
it is actual. 

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Therefore, it is clear that a 
thing is perfect so far as it 

exists; for it is existence that 
makes all things actual, as is 

clear from the foregoing. 
Hence it is clear that 

goodness and being are the 
same reality."

[ST I, Q5, art. 1]
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1. 'Good' is first identified with 'desirable' 
(appetible).

2. 'Desirable' is identified with 'perfect'.

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Now it is clear 
that a thing is 

desirable only in 
so far as it is 

perfect; for all 
desire their own 

perfection." 
(ST I, Q5, art. 1)
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1. 'Good' is first identified with 'desirable' 
(appetible).

2. 'Desirable' is identified with 'perfect'.

3. 'Perfect' is identified with 'act' or 
'actuality'.

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Everything 
is perfect so 

far as it is 
actual."

(ST I, Q5, art. 1)
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Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

"An alternate word for 
actuality in this respect 

is "perfection" 
(entelecheia). It was 

used by Aristotle along 
with actuality to 

designate the formal 
elements in the things.

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

"These perfected the 
material element in the 

sense of filling its 
potentiality and 

completing the thing.
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Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

"Since existence is 
required to complete 
the thing and all the 
formal elements and 
activities, it may be 

aptly called the 
perfection of all 

perfections."
[An Interpretation of Existence (Houston: Center for Thomistic Studies, 
1968), 52-53]

perfection
(entelecheia, ejntelevceia) 

en, ejn = in

+
telos, tevloV = end, goal

+
echein, e[cein = to have 
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perfection
(entelecheia, ejntelevceia) 

en, ejn = in

+
telos, tevloV = end, goal

+
echein, e[cein = to have 

to have the end or goal in

A being whose essence is its 
existence will have, indeed, will 

BE, all the perfections of 
existence without limit. 
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1. 'Good' is first identified with 'desirable' 
(appetible).

2. 'Desirable' is identified with 'perfect'.

3. 'Perfect' is identified with 'act' or 
'actuality'.

4. 'Actuality' is identified with 'being'.

5. God is goodness itself in as much as 
God is being itself.

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"To God alone does 
it belong to be His 

own subsistent 
being."

[ST 1, Q 12, art. iv]
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"God is absolute 
form, or rather 

absolute being"
[ST, I, Q3, art. 7.]

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"God is supremely 
being ... He is being 

itself, subsistent, 
absolutely 

undetermined."
[ST 1, Q 11, art. iv ]
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Good belongs 
pre-eminently 

to God."
(ST I, Q5, art. 1)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"... the perfections 
following from God to 

creatures ... pre-exist in 
God unitedly and simply, 

whereas in creatures 
they are received, 

divided and multiplied."
[Summa Theologiae, I, 13, 4] 
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Wherefore it is clear 
that being as we 

understand it here is the 
actuality of all acts, and 
therefore the perfection 

of all perfections."
[On the Power of God, VII, 2, ad. 9, trans. English Dominican Fathers (Eugene: Wipf 
and Stock, 2004), v. III, p. 12]

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"All perfections existing 
in creatures divided and 
multiplied, pre-exist in 

God unitedly."
[Summa Theologiae, I, 13, 5]
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Nothing of the 
perfection of being can 

be wanting to Him who is 
subsisting being itself."

[Summa Theologiae, I, 4, 2, ad. 3]

From this point regarding God 
as subsisting being itself, one is 

in a position not only to 
demonstrate the existence of 

God, but also to demonstrate the 
superlative attributes of God.
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Aristotle 
Camping 
with His 

Dog.
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Thank you for 
your kind 
attention.


