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Biblically, sin seems easier
to describe than to define.




Biblically, sin seems easier
to describe than to define.

o 1 John 3:4 <

"Whoever commits.sin also
commits lawlessness; and Sin'is
lawlessness.”




o James 4:17 <

“Therefore, to him who knows to
do good andidees not doiit, to
him it is sin.*

<> Romans 14:23b <

But he who doubts is
condemned.ifihe'eats; because
he does not eat from'faith; for
whatever is not from faith is sin."




SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

B | BUL e AND g H TSN DR ITES A SE

ROBERT DUNCAN CULVER

Rob'e,rtDu'ncan Culver

(1916-2015)

FI'

"Thmklng man_(homo sap/ens) does
~ (ny.to make sense of his . deepest
conv:ctlons We do no like tollive with
contradlctory beliefs if we arelaware of
them. This is why. decisionsmade
about the innate conditions
of human beings—

Robert;DuncanlCulver '
4 N 1916%2015)




e

‘such decision as whetherlinnately
good.or evil, whether innocentiat birth
ofiiconceived. in sin,“whether guilty of
Adam’s transgression or. quiltyionly of
personal transgressions consciously

performed, whether culpable for a

corrupt nature or only. unfortunate,
whether with a free will' able to make

choices for holiness or:a child 4 "
‘of wrath by nature= Robert,DuncanlCulver

| A B

re

‘these decision inexorably affect not
Sonly.every subsequent division of
SyStematic theology, but howiwe view
Salvation and the projectiofiworld
evangelization.*

[Robert Duncan Culver, Systematic Theology: Biblical. and Historical (Mentor, Christian Focus:
Geanies House,; Fearn, Ross-Shire, Great Britain, 2005), 338]




Sln Tbe Thesligy of & Theology of
J Ec u!mng Life
THE o

Savior,

AND

Salvation

RobertiRrLightner
(19;'31-20«13W

"Sin is not only a
failure to-measure
upitoithe divine
standard, sin is
primarily
disobedience to
God. %

[Robert P! Lightner, Sin, The Saviolr_', and Salvation
(Grand Rapids: Kregel$1991), 18]N RO be rtl?,., ng htner
(1 931 -20,1 &)
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L@ 24, WhatisisinZ e

A.'Sin 1’3 any.vT/'ant ofi conformity

unto, or transgress:on@f(any
wr

law of God, glven as a rule to

the reasonable creature.

- Matthew 5:48 <

“Therefore you.shall be perfect,
just as your Eather intfheaven'is
perfect.”




o Leviticus 11:44 < e~ Leviticus 20:7 =

"... and you shall be holy; for | "... and be holy, for | am the
am holy. ..." LORD your God."

o Levitious 11:45 - ("~ Levificus 2026

"... You shall therefore be holy, "And you shall be holy to Me,
for | am holy." for | the LORD am holy ..."

The heavens declare

the glory of God and

the flrmament shows
HIS handlwork

-.-‘;;";. Psalm191 -
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F?Fall hha'\{e smned and fall

"= shortof, the glory of God.

Romans 3:23

V=

Therefore whether,you
leator,drink; or.
dwhatever youdo7 do’ aII
tolthe/glory,of,God.

fllCorinthianski0:3 1
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What Does it Mean
to Glorify God?

"The phrase 'the glory of God,' is
equivalent to the honor of God; and
the direction is:

«» that we should so act in all things
as to honor Him as our Lawgiver,
our Creator, our Redeemer
¢ to lead others by our example to Q
praise him and to embrace his ; " -
gospel.

A R © [ Bt

as

AI'bert Bg_rpes
(1 798;1%%)‘),

pAYchildlactsIselaskiolhonegal
fathegwhens

*» he always cherishes reverential and
proper thoughts of him;

«» he is thankful for his favors;
% he keeps his laws; :
% he endeavors to advance his plans ;;_":_-.‘-,/2
and his interests; and '

A R © [ Bt

as

** he so acts as to lead all around him
to cherish elevated opinions of the Q
character of a father.

AI'bert Bg_rpes
(1 798;1%%)‘),




ghicldishonorsihimiwhens

¢ he has no respect to his authority;
¢ he breaks his laws;

+* he leads others to treat him with
disrespect.

A R © [ Bt

as

AI'bert Bg_rpes
(1 798;1%%)‘),

glnllikelmanne Awelliveltokthe
gloploflGodhwhens

s we honor him in all the relations
which he sustains to us;

s we keep his laws;
% we partake of his favors with

thankfulness, and with a deep
sense of our dependence;

s we pray unto him; and
% we so live as to lead those around & Q )
us to cherish elevated conceptions

of his goodness, and mercy, and 8 A|'bert Barnes
holiness. _1870
. (17554200
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"Whatever plan or
purpose will tend to
advance his
kingdom, and to

2 4t
"'h »
N &l
—

»"

make him better ,{-’ _
known and loved, @
will be to his glory.” & A
[Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: \ AI be rt Ba rn eS
% (1798.1870)

Kregel, 1962), 752]
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Evil and Sin

Whatg Isi£vil?




Regarding evil, one of the

most common distinctions

in contemporary,
apologetics and
philosophy is between
and moral evil.

'\@\m\-\\\“‘
'u H ! “‘ !
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Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and
death that is not.caused'by:.any.
conscious agent.

17



deathi‘hat fi5 de//berately"' caused by vial
consciousiagent:

This distinction in
contemporary philosophy.
differs from the understanding
of evil in the Classical /
Medieval / Scholastic /
Thomistic tradition.

18



If God created everything *
except Himself, and, if evil
Is something, then it
would seem that God
created evil.

If God did not create evil,
then it would seem either:

evil is'unreal
or
evil is not a thing.

19



Augustine
354-430

Augustine
354-430

== Dpivation

Niherelisia
difference
between:
being nothing
(Unreal)
and
not beingraithing®
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Augustine
354-430

Augustine
354430

A vousenay IMAGE BOOK

with an introduction

Jobn K. Ryan

AN IMACE BOOK ORIGINAL
COMPLETE AND UNABRIDCGED
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Augustine
354430

&Now, evil is in a
substance because
something which it

wasjoriginally to have,
and,which it ought to
haveyis lacking in it.”

[[SummalContralGentilesyiII}61§1]

“Evil is
only the
privation
of a good.”

[Confessions, IlI, 7, §12]

!

i L e ¥

' \—~Thomas'Aquinas
12251274
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£Evillis simply a
privation of something
which a subject is

possess and which it
oughtto have.”

[SummalContral GentilesIIIN7A§2]

gEvilicannot exist by
itself;since it has no
ess'[ence... Therefore,
evillmust be in a
subject.”

[SimmalContral Gentilesyllfi14§2]
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Note that there is a
difference between a
privation and a negation.

A negation is the mere
absence or removal of
something.

A privation is the absence or
removal of something that
“ought’ to be there.

24



Blindnessjisfthel
isplacement{oigsigh?

25



'Good’ and
'Moral Good

Sin in the

Angelic Realm:

Satan and fallen Angels




1.

Why study anything about Satan?

To be wary of his devices. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

- 2 Corinthiansy2:11 <

. lest¥Satantsholldltake
advantage @?w@?m not

27



Why study anything about Satan?

1. To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2411)
2. To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)

Ol SN ENS SEUNES

"And havelnoej}fellowshipiwith the
unfruittuliwerksjoffdarkness; but
rathegexposeltnen’s

28



Why study anything about Satan?

1. To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:411)

2. To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)

3. To rescue his victimsi(Acts 26:18)

o ACtSF2641181

. to openitheigeyesyin] orderto turn.them

from darkness to)/

ght¥andifromjthe; power of

29



Why study anything about Satan?

To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11)
To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)

To rescue his victimsi(Acts 26:18)

To refute his ministers (1 Peter:3:15)

= 1 Rete3415 <
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Why study anything about Satan?

To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11)
To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)

To rescue his victimsi(Acts 26:18)

To refute his ministers (1 Peter:3:15)

The world is under his sway. (1 John 5:19)

o= 1EJohniSH19 <

"We knowithattwelareloiGod, and
the wholelworldlliesiinderthe

31



Why study anything about Satan?

To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11)
To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)

To rescue his victimsi(Acts 26:18)

To refute his ministers (1 Peter:3:15)

The world is under his sway. (1 John 5:19)

Spiritual warfare isia battle for truth (2 Cor. 10:3-
%)

- 2 Corinthiansi$il0:3-5 <

"For though welwalkfinjthelfleshiweldolnotiwar according
to the flesh. Forthelweaponsloffourwarfarelarelnot carnal
but mighty.inlGodlfodpullingldewnlstrongholds}casting
down argumentstandlevenyihighlthinglthatiexaltslitself

against the knowledgelofiGodybringingleveryjthoughtiinto
captlwty tolthelobedienceloRC hriste

32



Why study anything about Satan?

To be wary of his devices (2 Corinthians 2:11)
To expose his ways (Ephesians 5:11)
To rescue his victimsi(Acts 26:18)

.. To refute his ministers (1 Peter:3:15)
a. The Church of Satan (Anton LaVey)
The Temple of Seti(Michael Aquino)
All who deny. Christ (1 John 5:19; Matthew 12:30)

The biblical doctrine of
Satan needs to be
distinguished, from;the
understanding of'Satan in
contemporary Satanism.

33



The Satanic Bible
Anton Szandor LaVey

(EIUF%IH JAN

Theory / Practice » Sources ~

Welcome to the official website of
the Church of Satan.

Founded on April 30, 1966 c.e. by Anton Szandor LaVey, we are the first above-ground
organization in history openly dedicated to the acceptance of Man’s true nature—that of a
carnal beast, living in a cosmos that is indifferent to our existence. To us, Satan is the

The Satanic Rituals

ompanion to The Satanic Bible

Anton Szandor LaVey : _.;: 
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Anton LaVey and the Church |
of Satan does.not believe in
the existence fo God or '

Satan.

“Satanism...is a
religion of the flesh,
the mundane, the
carnal—all of which
are ruled by Satan,
the personification of
the Left Hand Path."

[LaVey, The Satanic Bible, 52, emphasis added]
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“Satanism...is a
religion of the flesh,
the mundane, the
carnal—all of which
are ruled by Satan,
the personification of
the Left Hand Path."

[LaVey, The Satanic Bible, 52, emphasis added]

According to LaVey,
Satan "represents
opposition to all
religions which serve
to frustrate and
condemn man for his
natural instincts.”

[LaVey, The Satanic Bible, 55]
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[l Setanism

Are the passages commonly
cited talkingfabout Satan
and his fall?

37



- |saiahil2=i5 <

"How you are fallenifromlheavenR@lficiferfson lofithelmorning! How: you
are cut downi tolthe SYoulwholweakenedithelnations! For you
have said.in your h_eart: ’I]Wmﬁ]&'@m lwilllexaltimyithrone
above the stars ofiGodillwilllalsolsifonlthelmountofithelcongregation On
the farthest sideslofithelnogthAliwilllascendlabovelthel heightslofithe
clouds, [ will bellikel the ME?W@MY@?W&E{B@ broughtidown! to

o Ezekiell285113:17 <

"You were in Eden, the garden oft God EverylpreciousIstonelwaslyour cher/ng The!sardius, topaz,
and diamond, Beryl, onyx; and!jasper Sapphire! emera/dw:th gold:iThe . workmanship

of your timbrels and/pipes @%ﬂi@ dayjyoulwerelcreated$You were the
anointed cherub who covers establlshed thelholylmountainlofiGod:AYou walked
back and forth in the midst ofifieryistonesWYoulwerelperfectiinlyoumwaysifroml \theldayjyou were
created, Till iniquity,was.found]inlyouByjthelabunaancelofjyour frading, You becamelfilled|with

violence within, And'you, sinne herefore ﬂa:mm

because of your beauty, You, corrupted your Wlsdom m&ﬂ@ of your-sp/endor l[cast youjtolthe

38



Aside from certain interpretations %
of Isa. 14 and Ezek. 28, the Bible
seems largely. silent on the
specifics regarding the,origin:of:
Satan's sin and the fall
of certain angels.

Who Are the Sons of 3
God in.Gen: 67

/[richardghowe!com/papersthtm}
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TheiCharacter of Satan

Satan’'s names reveals his character.

1. Deuvili- accuser, slanderer (Greek in origin)
2. Satan - resister, adversary (Hebrew in origin)
3. Dragon - implies power Revelation:12:9




o Revelationili9:#12 <

"So the great{dragon castioutithatiserpent
of old, calledithelPevillandfSatan§wholdeceives
the wholeiworldihelwas]castitolthelearth’iand

Satan’'s names reveals his character.?

Deuvili- accuser, slanderer (Greek in origin)
Satan - resister, adversary (Hebrew in origin)
Dragon - implies power Revelationi12:9

Evil one - Matthew:6:13

i

|
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- Matthewi6:1:3 <

"And do not la"?jté‘tin,_ But/deliver
us from thelevilloneNEom@Yours]isithelkingdom
and the powergandjthelglonyiforeveryAmen:*

Satan’'s names reveals his character.? &

Deuvili- accuser, slanderer (Greek in origin) 1

Satan - resister, adversary (Hebrew in origin)
Dragon - implies power Revelationi12:9

Evil one - Matthew:6:13

Prince of the power of the air - Ephesians 2:2

42



- Ephesians2:2. <

"in whichiyoulencelwalkealaccoraingito the
course of thisiworld¥accordingjtolthelprince. of

the powerofithelair? mmm nowAWorks in
thelsonsiof{d

Satan’'s names reveals his character.? &

Deuvili- accuser, slanderer (Greek in origin) 1

Satan - resister, adversary (Hebrew in origin)
Dragon - implies power Revelationi12:9

Evil one - Matthew:6:13

Prince of the power of the air - Ephesians 2:2
god of this world.-+2 Corinthians 4:4

43



o 2 Corninthiansi4:4 <

"whose mindsjthelgodlofithisfagelhas;blinded,
who do notibe

Satan’'s names reveals his character.?

Deuvili- accuser, slanderer (Greek in origin)
Satan - resister, adversary (Hebrew in origin)
Dragon - implies power Revelationi12:9

Evil one - Matthew:6:13

Prince of the power of the air - Ephesians 2:2
god of this world.-+2 Corinthians 4:4

Serpent - implies wile Genesis 3

44



- Genesisi3il <

"Now. the. serpentiwasimorelctnningithan any
beast of thelfieldiwhichithell®RPIGoadlhad made.
And he said/tolthe EaslGodlindeed;said,

'You shalllnotieatiofievenyitieelofithelgaraeni 2

Within the limits of the sovereignty of
God'Satan has authority in this world. 3

1. He is called the ruler of this world. (John 12:31)

45



1.
2.

- Jonnil2:3i <

"Nowjisjthe)judgmentiofithis
worldZnowithelilledofithis

Within the limits of the sovereignty of
God'Satan has authority in this world.

He is called the ruler of this world. John 12:31

The book of Job demonstratesithatihis authority
is limited by the sovereignty ofiGod.

46



Within the limits of the sovereignty of 3
God'Satan has authority in this world. 1

He is called the ruler of this world. (John 12:31)

The book of Job demonstratesithatihis authority
is limited by the sovereignty ofiGod.

He is undoubtedly a powerful angelic being.
(Jude 9)

"Yet Michaellthe di)’ contending, with
the devil, whenlheldisplitedfaboutithelbodyof
Moses, dared; L‘lﬂi@é@ﬂhﬁ?ﬂﬂm alreviling

accusation'butisaidsnhellloralreblkelyou!t




Within the limits of the sovereignty of
God'Satan has authority in this world.

He is called the ruler of this world. (John 12:31)

The book of Job demonstratesithatihis authority
is limited by the sovereignty ofiGod.

He is undoubtedly a powerful angelic being.
(Jude 9)

He is allowed to perform false-miracles.

o ExodusizS-ili3 <

"Then the LORD spokeltolMoseslanalAaronysaying§WhenlRPharaoh speaks to you,
saying, "Show. a miraclelfogyourselvesidthenlyoulshalll "ttAaron, ‘Take. your rod
and cast it before Pharaoh¥andlletlittbecomelalserpentdSolMosesland/Aaron went
in to Pharaoh, and!theyldid, @mm@ F®RBIcommanded¥And/Aaron cast
down his rod before Pharaqh fandlits became alserpent. But
Pharaoh a/so called the) _W/se mmmmﬂi@ ma/ca_ns of Egypt

48



o 2 Thessaloniansi2:9 «

"The comingjefithellawlesslone.is
accordinghtolthelworkingloftSatanswith
all powerssigns wonders,*

Satan’'s deeds reveal his evil.
1. He authors false doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)
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o Jlimothyidal <

)it express/y SRS that in

Satan's deeds reveal his evil.

1. He authors false doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)
2. He is a murderer. (John 8:44a)
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- Johni8:448 <

"You arejoflyoligrathedtheldevil; and

the desiresiofsy; @ﬂ}E? youlwantito
do. ke Was frm

Satan's deeds reveal his evil.

1. He authors false doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)
2. He is a murderer. (John 8:44a)
3. He is a liar. (Johni8:44b)
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©Oo John 3:44b <

Satan's deeds reveal his evil.

He'authors false doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:1)
He is a murderer. (John 8:44a)

He is a liar. (John;8:44b)

He is a deceiver. Revelation 12:9
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>=Revelationili2:9 <

"So the greafidragen castioutithat serpent
of old, calledithelPevillandfSatan§whaldeceives
the wholeiworldihelwas]castitolthelearth’iand

his angelsiwerelcastotwithihims
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