Can A Christian Lose

His Eternal Life?

> Other Expressions You May Hear <

% perseverance of the saints
s preservation of the saints
s eternal security

¢ once saved, always aaved




Wnatihe
Doctrine Means

- \What the Doctrine Means <

They;whom God hath'accepted,in His
beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by
Klis Spirit, can neither totally nor finally;fall
away from the state of.grace, but shall
certainly persevere therein to the end, and be
eternally saved.

Westminster Confession of Faith
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Note that contemporary,

Arminianism holds that one 4
e nscemaiie . persevere therein.to the end
though Arminius himself:
and'the Remonstrants were
uncertain whether this
was possible.
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There are impg'tant difference
between the doctrine | will be
defending here and the Calvinist
(Reformed) doctrine of
perseverance of the saints.

The Reformed o'lca.c‘trine denies that

the Christian can lose eternal life.

But it goes further and maintains
that a Christian can fall away only
to a certain limit in this life.




wlﬁhe
Docitrine Does
NotalMean

It does not
mean that all
who profess are
truly.saved.




O Matthew 7:21-23 o)

wIt<does not
mean that

all who g
prosper are%

truly saved.




o= Psalmi3iil=91 ==

Rest in the L ORDYandlwaitipatientlyiforHim; Do not fret
because of himlwholprosperslinhisiwayjBecause of the

man who bringsiwickedfschemesltolpass? {8},, Cease from
anger, and forsakejwrath; a@ﬁﬂ@w onlyicauses'harm.

{9} For evildoers] sal/ WI%O wait{on

o~ Psalmi73:3:5: <

For | was enviouslofithelboastfulfWhenil saw. the
prosperitylofithelwicke ¥4} For-the_re are no
pangs in their dgeath IButithei Sifi




o~ Jeremiahil2:41=-2 <
Righteous are You; @L‘@RD Whenl p/ead with You; yet




o~ [fuker22:31-32 <
LSimon¥Simon'lindeed, Satan

o~ Hebrewshlil:32:-40 <

And what more shall.ll sayZAFortheltimelwouldl faillmeltoitell of Gideon and
Barak and Samsonlanadlyephthah¥alselofiPavidlandtSamuel and. the
prophets: {33} wholthretghlfaithistbdiedikingdomsfworked! righteousness,
obtained promises}stoppedithelmouthslofilions§{34quenchedithe violence
of fire, escaped. theledgelofithelsword¥oltofiweaknessiwerelmade; strong,
became valiantiinibattlettrneditolflightithelarmie slofithelalienst {35}
Women receiveditheigaeadfraiseajtollifefagain wereltortured, not
accepting deliverancethatitheyimightiobtainlalbetterdresurrection:
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- Hebrewsklil32-40 <

{36} Still others had.triallofimockingsiandiscourgingsiyes, and. of chains
and imprisonments {37klhey, thefﬂvs_re sawn|in two, were
tempted, were: slainiwithltheYsworasTheydwanderedfaboutiinisheepskins
and goatskins, beingldestituteNafflictedftormented={38}ofiwhom the world
was not worthy:Theyawanderedfinldesertsianalmoetntainsyinidens:and
caves of the earth’{39¥AndlallitheseXhavinglebtainedlalgooditestimony.
through faith; didlnotireceivelthelpromise” (Godlhaving]provided
something better foriusithatitheydshouldfnotibelmadelperfectiapartifrom us.
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o~ Psalmi3ii23:24 <

The steps offalgoodimaniarelordered by, the
LORD, And|kleldelightslinjhis\wayX{24}ilhough
he fall, he shalldwn Eorthe

LORDIUpho

o~ 2 Reter3:41i7=18 <

You therefore! -'beloved, smce‘you know. this
beforehand;|beware]lestyoulalsoxalikitomiyour own
steadfastness! @@Wﬂ]}] thelenonof the
wicked; {2} butigrowlinkthelgracelandiknowledge of our
Lord and Saviogdesus @m&m&m.m both
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CON( Tlmothy 1:118-20 <

This charge | comm/t'to T/mothy, according to the

prophecies previouslylmade,

you may wagelthelgoodlwairare® m having ithlandla good
conscience, Which.ome lhaving]rejected¥concerningithe faith

have sufferedshipwreck3{20i{ofwhomlarelklymenaeusiand
Alexander, whomilid @&i&mﬂi&ﬂ theylmayjlearn

o Matthews1 84115117 <

"Moreover if yourbrothersins; gainsﬁfyou,_go and.tell him his
fault betweenjyoutandlhimlalonelfihelhearslyou, you have
gained your. brother {16 }&Butifthelwilllnotihearitakelwith you one
or two more, that¥byithelmouthlofitwolorthreeiwitnesses. every.
word may. be establishedstlizAnadlifihelrefusesitolheanthem,
tell it to the churchYButlifihelrefuseslevenltolheanthelchurch, let
him be to you!likelalheathenlandlaltaxicollector.
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o 1 Corninthians;5:9-10 <

| wrote to you in my. epistlelnotito, companyawithisexually.immoral people.
{10} Yet | certainly, did/notimeanjwith] thelmmoral 'people.ofithis world, or
with the covetous, oextortioners themyou would/need. to go
out of the world: {1 Eﬂﬂmﬂmm@ Inottolkeen company, with
anyone named a brotherAwholistsexuallys loiicovetousNoranlidolater; or a
reviler, or a drunkardoganlextortionerdnotlevenitoleatiwithistchlalperson: {12}
For what have! [ .to.do Wlth!judgmg ma@mm Dolyoulnotijudge
those who are inside 2l mmm God judges iTherefore “put

- 2 Corinthiansi4:4 <

whose mindsithelgaal of'th/s_ ageihas
blmded Wholdolno
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>rJohn 5:19 <)

We know. thatiwelarelofdG odJand the whole
world lies una

O 2 Timothy 2:41=18 <

And their messagelwilllspreadllike. cancer.
Hymenaeus Philetusiarelofithisisort.

{18} who havethe truth,

15



The -

Case for
Efeecnal Security

-
o PERISH =<

It Is not God's will
that we perish.




o Matthewil8:12:14.<

"What do you thinkidlffalmanlhasia; /?fm'r_ed sheep, and one

of them goes astrayfdoes]helnotlleavelthelninety-nine and go

to the mountainsltolseekithelonelthatlisstraying 2 {13} And. if
he should.findlit¥assuredlyflfsayjtolyouRhelrejoicesimore

over that;sheeplthanloverthelninetyninelthatldidlnotigo
astray. {14} Evenl E?@[i@?m@ Father Who iS'in

heave tat onelofitheselli

= Johnl6:3i=39 =<

"All that the FathergivesiMelwilllcomeltolMe; and.the one
who comes toiMelliwilllbylnolmeansicastiout: {38} For |

have come downlfiemlheavenynotitoldolMylowniwill, but
the will of Himlwho IsentiMeR39aThislisthelwilllofithe

Father who sentiMeNthatioralkelhasigiveniMellishould
lose nothing X but, should thelast day:"
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Oo PRA.YERa@

Jesus prayed for us.

o Johniliz5520) <

"l do not praythatYou should itake.them out
of the worldSbltithatYeulsholldlkeep them
from the evil _‘one. 20 0lldolnotipray,for

these alone M@? ho will
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O POV.VER )

God is powerful: Nothing
can separate us (from
without).

o Johnil0:28-29 <

"And | give themleternalllifeSandlthey:shall never
perish; neithegshallfanyonelsnatchlthem out of
My hand. {294MylEatherAwholhaslgivenithem to
Me, is greaterthanlallfandinolonelisiableito
snatchithemloUtioffMylEathersihand’:
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> Romans;8:35:39) <

Who shall separate us.fromithellovelof€hristAShallltribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or.faminefognakednessyorperifoRsword 2 {36} As itiis written:
"For Your sake welarelkilledfallldaydlongiwelarelaccountediasisheep for. the
slaughter." {37}\Yetlinlallitheselthingsiwelarelmorelthaniconquerorsithrough
Him who loved us3{38} Rmﬂ-{ﬁzé_ﬂ neitheddeathinorlife, nor
angels nor pr/nC/paI/t/e_§nor powers: Mmm non th/ngs tolcome,
{39} nor height nordepth¥noganylothedcreatedithing§shalllbelableltolseparate
us fromthellovelofiGodiwhichlislinlChrisgYesuslougford!

> Romans}|8:35-39 <

Who shall separate usifromithellovelofi ChristAShallitribulation; or distress, or
persecution, or.faminefognakednessyorperilfoRsword 2 {36} As it is written:
"For Your sake welare Rﬂ@_’]@ﬂ@yﬂm@ accounted asisheep. for. the
slaughter." {37} Yetlin Emiﬁxm{&ﬂi@ ithanlconquerorsithrough
Him who loved|usS{38}iEorllamlpersuadealthatineithegdeathinonlife, nor
angels nor prmc:pa/ltles,nor powers w{ﬂmm northingsitolcome,
{39} nor height noridepth¥noanydothercreatedlthingyshalllbelableltolseparate
us from thellovelofiGod, m@@mm ourilford:
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o Romansi8:35-39 <

Who shall separate us from the Ioveof"Chr/stShall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or faminefo@nakednessy @mﬂl, ORSWOrd2A{36} As!it is written:
"For Your sake welare ﬂﬂqﬂeﬂ@ﬂyﬂm accountedlasisheep. for the
slaughter."” {37} \Yetli gmmmtlm@-mgm conquerorsithrough
Him who loved us¥{38iRorllamlpersuadedithatineithedeathinonlife; nor
angels nor principalitiesinong powers wmm nof th/ngs tolcome,
{39} nor height nordepth¥noganylothedcreatedithing§shalllbelableltolseparate
us from'the!love oflGod Jesus ourllora’

-
v PRESERVATION <

God preserves us from
ultimately falling (from
within).

21



- 1 Thessalonians!5:23-24 <

Now may thelGodlofipeaceltiimselfisanctify you
completelyiandfmaydyoudwholelspiritysoul, and
body be preservedlblamelesslatithelcoming of:
our Lord JesuslChristA @@[}ﬂ@m’i@ callslyoulis

faithfulfwholal

o= 28Nimothyalrl2i<

For this reasonjljalsolsufferitheselthings;
nevertheless; ‘I -li@.? Yorliknow,whom
- tat He IS

22



-
v PRESENT TENSE =

Eternal life is
present tense.

oL Johni3:361 <

"He who believeslinkthe Sb’n-,as everlasting
life; and helwhoeldoesinot bel/ee the: Son
shall noisee ﬂi‘a, Ibutithelwrath
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oot Johni5:24 <

o<t Johni6:474 <

"Most assuredlyflfsayjtolyouihe who
believesliniMelhasleveriastingjlife.*
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- InJohni 551131 <

And this is the testimonys3 'ﬂjl'ét'b"d"ha,given us eternal life,

and this life is.inltliskSonRit2itielwhelhas]thelSon has life;
he who does notlhavelthelSonlofiGoadldoes]notihave!life. {13}
These things!| have mﬂ@mm@ injthejname of

-
v PREDESTINATION <

We're predestined to
adoption and
conformation.

25



o~ Ephesiansil:5 <

having predestineajlis}to adoplion|as sons
by Jesus Chrl

> Romansi8:23 =<
Not only thatbutiwelalselwholhave the

firstfruitsiofthelSpintaeveniwelourselves
groan withinlolirselves¥ea

the adoption¥thelred

26



> Romansi8:29 <

g

For whom He\forekne wake a/so prdest/ned to be

<HEJohnk3:2i<

Beloved, nowiwelarelchildrenlofiGod; and. it
has not yetibeenlrevealediwhatiwelshall be,
but we knowjthattiwhenlkielislrevealed: we
shall bellike m @m@ gigﬂ see' Him

27



e PROTECTION R

We're sealed by the Spirit.

o~ Ephesiansilli3 =<

In Him you.alseristea: fter.you heard the
word of truth? th‘@ﬂ 7

whom a/s _

sealed ﬂi’@ W@ﬂ DIOMISE;

28



- Ephesiansi4:30/<

And do notgrievelthelklolyaSpiritiofiGod, by
whom)yollwerelsealealforthelday; of

O PRO.IVIISE )

The Spirit is an earnest
or guarantee.

29



o~ Ephesiansiiiild <

who is the guaranteelofloudinheritance until
the redemptionlofithelplrchased
possessionNtolthelpraiselofihiisiglony

- 2 CorninthiansilE22, <
who also hasisealealtisiand, givenius the

30



o 2 Corninthians!5:41-5 <

For we know that if oun earthly'house th/s'tent_/s destroyed, we have a
building from God alhouselnotimadelwithlhandsieternallinithe heavens.
{2} For in this we, groanfearnestlylaesiringitolbe; clothedAw/th our: habitation
which is from heavenSt3Hiffindeecd¥havinglbeenlclothedfwelshall not be
found naked. {4} FoRwe mmm&aﬁﬂm beinglburdened; not
because we wantitolbelunclothed! Mﬁ!ﬁﬁa?dbﬂaﬂ, thatmon‘a//ty may, be
swallowed up by life! {5} %Mi@&@@ for th/s venyithing! is

-
o PERFECT =
Christ's work is perfect.

31



O Hebrews (25 =<

o Hebrewsi9:#12 <
Not with thelbloodlofigoatsiand.calves, but
with Hisiownlblooadlkle enter*"dﬁ the: Most
Holy Placeloncelforgal/¥h obtained
'

32



o Hebrewsil0:14 <

For by one ofteringldelhasiperfected forever
thoselwholarelbeinglsanctified.

Problem®Verses

33



Dealing with™*Problem”
Verses in General on

any Topic

. Interpret obscure passages in light of clear.
. Interpret minority passages in light of majority.

. Interpret earlier revelation in light of later
revelation.




Dealing with™*Problem”
Verses in General on
Eternal Security

1. Is the passage referring'to one who has lost
his salvation or to one who was never saved
in the first place?

2. The word 'saved’ does not always necessarily
refer to going to heaven when one dies, but
may. refer to temporal deliverance. (Matt.
8:24-25)




o Matthewi8:24-25 <

And suddenlyjalgreatitempestiarose on the
sea, so thatithelboatiwasicoyverediwith the
waves. Butitie 125 8heni His

disciples!cameltoltlimlana Him!

saying, "Lord¥saveltusMW elarelperishing!”

3. The word 'judgment'does not necessarily

refer to going to hell when one dies, but may
refer to temporal judgment. (Rom. 14:10;

2 Cor. 5:10;: 1 Cor. 11:28-30; James 3:1: 1
Peter 4:17)
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> Romansili4:10: <

But why do.yoeuljldge yor:bother? Or-why

do you showjcontempifonyourbrother:
we shall all 'stand ﬂ,i@ judgment seat

- 2 Coninthians:! 510 <

For we mustialllappeabeforelthe judgment
seat of Christ¥thaeachlonelmayireceive. the
things donelinkthelbodys accordmg,__to what
IENER done w‘iﬁl}m@?

37



o 1 Corinthiansili:28-30 <

But let a man,examinelhimselfs andlsolletihim eat of

the bread andldrink{ofithelctp$i294Eorheiwho eats
and drinkslinlan geatsland.drinks

judgment to h/mself lmﬂfﬂ@ lora;sibody.

{30} For thisireason mrqy m:ﬁks’@ﬂﬂ sicklamong

=rJamesi34li<

My brethrenyletinotimanylofiyou:become
teachers, knowmg ﬂigﬂm@ shall. [eceive a

38



> iReter4 517 <

For the time has‘fi'ldgent to begin
at the houselofiGoaddandliffittbegins\with us
first, whatiwill hﬂi@ dlofs those‘ wholdo

not obey

-

3. The word ‘judgmentfdoes not necessarily
refer to going to hell when one dies, but may
refer to temporal judgment.

. Some of the "problem" verses prove too much
even for the one who thinks a Christian can
lose his salvation. (Heb. 6:4, 6)

39



>~ Hebrewsi6:4% 6, <

For it is impossiblelfodthoselwhoiwere once
enlightened Fe @W@w%ﬂ awayjtolrenew

5. What does the Biblelsay happens to a
Christian when he sins? (Heb. 12:7-11. 1 Cor.
11:27-31)

40



o Hebrewsil 2411 <

If you endure chastening! Gd“Hé’é’E L sw:th_sons forwhat son is there
whom a father does|notichastenZ{8H4BuH arelwithoutichastening, of which
all have becomelpartakersythenbyoularelillegitimatelandinotisons. {9}

Furthermore, we havelhadlhtman] wholcorrectealusandiwe) paid.them
respect. Shall we notimuchimorelreadilyibelinsubjectionltolthelfatherof spirits
and live? {10} For: they indeedlfordalfewjaaysichastenealusias; seemed best to
them, but He for- our: profit -mﬁ?.a@&g@?% holinessS {1} Now.no
chastening seems tolbeljoyfullforsthe) neven‘hless afterward
it yields the peaceable! fruit{ofirighteousnessitol thos_e wholhavelbeen!trained by it.

o~ 1 Corinthianskilk2i=31 <

Therefore whoever;eats; th/sbread drmkst/_s cuplofithe Lord in an
unworthy mannerwilllbelgliltylofithelbodylanalbloodlofithe! Lord. {28}
But let a man examine M@IE]@[@?MW eatlofithelbread and
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"Problem®™ Verses

= Hebrews|6:4-81 <

For it is impossible: forthoselwholwereloncelenlightened; and have tasted
the heavenly gift; andlhave ofithelkoly:Spirit, {5} and
have tasted the good, @?@m‘]ﬂi@m ofithelagelto.come, {6} if
they fall away; tolrenewithemlagainitolrepentancefsince they crucify;again
for themselves the!Son 1of (God @iﬁ]&m?m@@ﬂ(mﬂ sha(:ne {7}For.the
earth which drinkslinithelrainithatioftenfcomeslupon]ityandlbearsiherbs
useful for those byiwhomlilislcultivatcafreceivesiblessinglfromiGodi{8} but

if it bears thorns and. br/rs-- itlis ,_rejected @m‘]w tolbeinglicursed;; whose
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- Galatians!5:4 <

You have becomelestranged from Christ,
lfledb law;: you

o Hebrewshl0:26-30 <

B

For if we sin willfully: afterwe \havelreceivedithe knowledge of.the truth, there no
longer remains alsactificelfoRsinsy Ibutlalcertaink fearfullexpectation of
judgment, and fieryjindignationkwhichlwillldevourtheladversaries: {28} Anyone
who has rejected, MOSEs, lawdiesiwithottimercylonlthes testimonyjof.two or.three
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O Matthew 24 1131 <

- Matthewi12:311-32 <

"Therefore | sayjtol you smiand blasphemy will

be forgiven menYbutithelblasphemydagainstithe Spirit
will not be forgivenimen&Anyonelwholspeaks aiword

against the!Son @?[M:m, itwilllbe) forgivn"him; but
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(O Corinthians 9:2if =

bodyfand|bring|it into

subject/on' [M@i)ﬂ&&]@ preached. to
others, | myself dluallfled

s Revelationt3:5 <
"He who overcomesishalllbelclothed.in white
garmentsYandlllwillinodblotoltthisiname
from the' Book @ﬁ@ﬂg’[ﬂ!ﬂﬂ [mw Confess his
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o~ Revelationf22:19 <

and if anyone takes awayifromithe words of
the book{ofithisjprophecyAGoalshallitake
away his partifrom ﬂi@@? PifeNfrom the
holy city. an‘d ﬂi@ whichlare

"Problem™Questions
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1. Does the doctrinefoffonce saved always
saved mean that it does not matter how
much someone sins after they have
trusted Christ?

. If we are "free" to chose Christ, why are
we not “free” having chosen Christ, to
reject Him?

47



