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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Philosophy Can Clarify the
Meaning of Theology

A. The Meaning of 'Nature'
B. The Meaning of 'Flesh' and 'Spirit'
C. The Meaning of Inerrancy
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Nature and the Two Natures of Christ

“To enr IS human. To
forgive, Divine."




Nature and the Two Natures of Christ

Whilet'is truelthat;
since the fall, mankind
hasiinherited'a sin
nature with whichwe
are'born, we must'be
clearthat'sin’is not
part of the nature (in
the philosophical
sense) or essence of
human ...

Nature and the Two Natures of Christ

L 2121 etherwise,

| >~ ifiJesus is a human,
. He'would have to
be a sinner, or ...

> If:Jesus Is sinless,
He could not be a
human.
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Nature and Morality
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bandsWwhich have connected them with,another,
and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's/God entitle them, a decent
respect toithe opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them
tothe separation.
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We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by, their'Creator with certain
unalienablelRights; that. among these are Life,
Liberty andithie pursuit of Happiness.
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That whenever: any.
Form of'Goevernment becomes destructive ofithese
ends, itlis the Right ofithe People toialter or.to
abolishlit, and to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on suchi principles'and oerganizing its
powers in:such form} asito them shall'seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Nature and Morality
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bandsWwhich have connected them with,another,
and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's/God entitle them, a decent
respect toithe opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them
tothe separation. We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by, their Creator with certain
unalienablejRights; that among these are Life,
Liberty andrthie pursuit of Happiness. :That to
securejtheselrights, Governments are instituted
among Men, derivingl their just powers from the
consent{of the governed, That whenever any
Form of{Gevernment becomes destructive ofithese
ends, itlis the Right of the People toralter or.to
abolishlit, and to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on suchi principles'and erganizing its
powers in;such form; asito them shall'seem most
likely to effect their Safety.and Happiness.
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Liberty andithie pursuit of Happiness. . That to
securejtheserrights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from tl
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Form ofiGevernment becomes destructive ofithese
ends, itlis the Right of the People tojalter or.to
abolishlit, and to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on suchi principles'and erganizing its
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Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law'

E-MAIL
‘What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas 1B PRINT
to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace B sincLerace
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's B RePAINTS
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law" as a T3 save

judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling
direction.

SHARE

Most conservatives eriticize the judiciary for expanding its powers, "creating” rights rather
than "interpreting” the Constitution. These critics talk of returning issues like abortion to
democratically elected and politically accountable bodies.

Clarence Thomas, judging from his speeches and scholarly writings, seems instead to
believe judges should enforce the Founders' natural law philosophy -- the inalienable
rights "given man by his Creator” -- which he maintains is revealed most completely in
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What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas
to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law" as a
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling
direction.

judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling SHARE
direction.

Most conservatives criticize the judiciary for expanding its powers, "creating” rights rather
than "interpreting” the Constitution. These critics talk of returning issues like abortion to
democratically elected and politically accountable bodies.

Clarence Thomas, judging from his speeches and scholarly writings, seems instead to
believe judges should enforce the Founders' natural law philosophy -- the inalienable
rights "given man by his Creator” -- which he maintains is revealed most completely in
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Nature and Morality

Biblical Morality or Morality?

- ‘ W I

'L} S

1

Nature and Morality

Edward Feser

“It is widely-assumed:that the
analysis and justification of
fundamental moral claims can be
conducted without reference to at
least the more contentious issues of
metaphysics.(Nothing.could be
further from the'spirit of Thomas,
for whom natural law ..."is 'natural’
precisely'because it'derives from
human nature, conceived.ofiin
Aristotelian essentialist terms."
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Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

A 'nature' (or essence) Is a
metaphysical constituent of a
thing'in terms of whieh'that thing
IS the kind of thihg it is.
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Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

As a:living thing grows and
matures, It does so, if
unimpeded, towardsiits proper
end or goal or‘telos.

Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

What-a’thing's end or goal or
telos is, Is determined by its
nature.

19
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Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

The *natural’ in Natural Law
refers to the fact that human
beings are whatghey are
»because 'we possess ahuman
nature.

Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

A human being's end, goal, or
telos can be understood in terms
of different:aspectsofihis single

reality, viz., his nuttitive, (i.e.,

physical), his sentient (i.€.,
consciousness), and his rational.

21



Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

To these three (Aristotelian)
categories, Aquinas (as a
Christian) recognizes the

additional spiritual”(eternal)

aspect.

Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

Whatis:"geod" for a thing is the
actualization its potentialities
according-to the telesit has by
virtue of its nature.
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Nature and Morality
Natural Law Theory

These actualizations are known
as Its perfections.
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Nature and Morality

The Natural Law: Ethics of
Thomas. Aquinas
|. [Eternal law
A. God's providential working
of the universe
B. the plan by which God
governs creation

Nature and Morality

The Natural Law Ethics of
Thomas Aquinas

II.- Natural Law

A. the participation in Eternal
Law by rational creatures
by virtue of being rational

B. that aspect of the eternal
law: whereby the Creator
governs and guides the
moral actions of humans
such that, when obeyed, it
leads humans to their
proper end

C. discoverable by reason

25



Nature and Morality

The Natural Law: Ethics of
Thomas. Aquinas
[ Human, Law

A. a particular application of
natural law to local
communities

B. the “court of appeal”
regarding moral disputes

Nature and Morality

The Natural Law Ethics of
Thomas Aquinas
V. Divine Law
A. the revelation of God's law.

through Scripture to
believers

. usually not poessible to
impose these laws on
soclety in general

26



Nature and Morality

DEFE
DECLARATION

How the Bible
and Christianity
Dfluerced the Wriitng
o the Dedlanation
o Independence

GARY T AmMos

Nature and Morality

WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW
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Nature and Morality

NATURAL LAW
AND

Eileredd by
JESSE COVINGTON, BRYAN McGRAW,
wir MICAH WATSON

Nature and Morality

Real Essentialism

David S. Oderberg

David S. Oderberg
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lesh! vs. ‘SPirit‘

Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
'spiritual.’

» In some contexts, 'spiritual’ is contrasted with
‘physical.'

Eph. 6:12 "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly places."

29



Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
‘spiritual.’

> In some contexts, 'spiritual’ is contrasted with
‘physical.’

Eph. 6:12 "For we do not wrestle against [isgi:lglejs][ele]e],

but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against §olguENleS &
of wickedness in the heavenly places."

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
'spiritual.’

* In other contexts, ‘spiritual’ is contrasted with
worldly or ungodly.

1 Corinthians 3:1 "And |, brethren, could not
speak to you as to spiritual people but as to
carnal, as to babes in Christ."
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
‘spiritual.’

* In other contexts, ‘spiritual’ is contrasted with
worldly or ungodly.

1 Corinthians 3:1 "And |, brethren, could not
speak to you as to [JIuEl people but as to
BEMEY, as to babes in Christ."

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
'spiritual.’

* In other contexts, ‘spiritual’ is contrasted with
worldly or ungodly.

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in
any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such
a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted.




Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Confusion comes from the ambiguity of the term
‘spiritual.’

* In other contexts, ‘spiritual’ is contrasted with
worldly or ungodly.

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in

anyliENeERES, you who are §dlfiilElrestore such

a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Flesh vs. Spirit / Material vs. Immaterial

Given this potential for confusion, what should we
make of this verse?

1 Corinthians 15:44 It is sown a natural body, it is
raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body.

32



Claritying the Meaning of Theology

resurrection
of Jesus...”
Harold Lindsell

F-0-R T

RESURRECTION

Did Jesus rise in the same body in which
He died or in a different one?

Was His resurrection physical or spiritual?
What difference do the answers make?

. NORMAN L. GEISLER |

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

In
Defense

“0U

Resurrection

—_— iy ———
Norman L. Geisler
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Truth and the Bible

Authority

Russell H. Dilday, Jr.
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Truth and the Bible

"Debates about the
Bible may divert
attention of Southern
Baptists from winning
the world and thereby
become an effective
tool of Satan."

Russell H. Dilday, Jr., The Doctrine of Biblical Authority
(Nashville: Convention Press, 1982), 16.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Truth and the Bible

"There are those who advocate
a modified definition of
inerrancy. If the term inerrant
is to be used, it must be
qualified to allow for certain
problems in the Bible, such as
unscientific statements about
the universe, variations in the
Gospel accounts, peculiarities
in the genealogical lists, and
the like."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 96.




Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Truth and the Bible

"On the other hand, other
Christians feel that the
weaknesses of the word
inerrant limit its use. ... It
implies that one admitted
insignificant error in the
Bible would destroy one's
confidence in the whole
biblical revelation."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 99.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Truth and the Bible

"The authority of the
Bible, however, is
based not so much on
the perfection and
reliability of its text as
it is on the truth which
it declares."

Dilday, Biblical Authority, 86.




Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Truth and the Bible
"The authority of the

Bible, however, is
based not so much on
laliperfectionEiatel
s text as
it is on the truth which
it declares."

Dilday, Biblical Authority, 86.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology
Truth and the Bible

"The authority of the
Bible, however, is
based not so much on
the perfection and
reliability of its text as
it is on the truth which
it declares."

Dilday, Biblical Authority, 86.




Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Cornrespendence
Coherence
Functional

Pragmatic

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

> Definition: A statement is true in as
much as it fulfills its intended
purpose.

Functional > Sometimes known as the
intentional theory of truth.

38



Claritying the Meaning of Theology

"Although the mustard seed (see Matt.
13:32) is not the smallest of all seeds,
yet Jesus referred to it as such"
because "to have gone contrary to
their mind on what was the smallest
seed would have so diverted their
attention from the knowledge that
would bring salvation to their souls that
, they might well have failed to hear
Daniel P. Euller  these all-important revelational truths."
Daniel P. Fuller, "“Benjamin B. Warfield's View of Faith and History," Bulletin of the
Evangelical Theological Society 11 (Spring 1968): 81-82, quoted in Norman L.

Geisler, “The Concept of Truth in'the Inerrancy Debate," Bibliotheca Sacra (October-
December 1980): 336-337.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Q: What'aboutias\WhatiSith
on Adam & Eve—hiStoncall

fiction@al®.
X

5=’

RBAG@course. BUBHIEHROUlCRaYE 0
aNSWET all'sorts GREUESHBRHS about DNA
amsns and SUEBHESTor how old the

v;eart- IS...
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Q: Doestanyboedyfactiallysknow
sure whetherornostheyave:

Luke 3:23, 38 ? b
"Now Jesus Himself p= %
began His ministry at
about thirty years of age, g
being (as was supposed)
the son of Joseph, the

son of Heli, ... {38} the

son of Enosh, the son of

Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God."
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Romans 5:14
"Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those
who had not sinned
according to the likeness
of the transgression of
Adam, who is a type of
Him who was to come."

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

1Timothy 2:13

"For Adam was formed
first, then Eve."
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Q: So debatingiwhetherzor
were actualreallpeoplels

pomt\ o

RB: Exactly

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Mt = PASTORAL MFLES TIONS
Denis 0. Lamouresx Gregory A. Bayd
Joha B, Walton Philip 6. Rykes

C. Jake Colling

William D. Barrick

' THE HISTORICAL ADAM
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

MI!(C Llcona
Blbllcal Contrachct:ons

and lnerrancg

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

The Rt surrection of ]equq
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology
But the question is not whether
Christianity is still true even if some
of the things in the Bible are not.

Instead the questions are:

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

S inerrancy still true even if it
s out that some of the

1 % in the Bible are not?
The answé‘:?would have to be 'no’ unless

you have a'qualified notion of what truth
is, and, by implieagion, what an error is.
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology
2. Is inspiration still true even if
it turnS oufthat some of the
gs inthe-Bible are not?, .

-

" The answer wouldWaveETone 'no’ given

Claritying the Meaning of Theology
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Mike's point from the
Titanic example is well
taken that even if there
were contradictions in
the Gospel accounts,
this does not prove
that Jesus did not rise
from the dead.

However...

46



Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

"Even Dr. Licona conc.e:g,g!s'that we mq/)

lose some forrp of biblical merrancy if there

lose is merrancy itself. ﬁ::An actual
contradiction is an erro,re;'
__ [http://www.bpnews.net/39699, accessed 11{05/14]
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

The Bible is the Word of God
God cannot err.
Therefore, the Bible cannot err.

If the Bible errs, then either:

v" in some sense it is not the Word
of God
or

v" in some sense God can err.

Claritying the Meaning of Theology

The Concept of Truth
inthe Inerrancy Debate

Norman L. Geisler

How is it that evangelicals on both sides of the inerrancy
debate can claim the Bible is wholly true and yet one side believes
that there can be minor mistakes of history or science affirmed by
the biblical authors,' while the other side denies that there are any
mistakes whatscever? Some even claim to believe in inerrancy to
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Claritying the Meaning of Theology

THE AUTHORITY
AND INTERPRETATION
OF THE BIBLE

o

Jack B. Rogers DonaldiK:VMcKim

Claritying the Meaning of Theology
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Harold Lindsell

A Further Look at the - g . 4
BATTLE FOR IHE_BI_BLE ‘ ) - w v
o | >4
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