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Natural Law Ethics is
commonly/referred to as
Natural Law Theory.

Natural Law: Theory is a
philosophical’and theological
view of'the good and
human ineiElliy based on the
nature of humans and the

nature ofiGod.
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There are two great
philosophicalitraditions
In Western thought that
have endured since the

Platg,« 2 Anstotle |

(42853088 BC) (384-322 BC)
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iven! that certain aspects of
human morality.are
philosophical isstues, Natural
Law"Theoryimaintains that such
aspects of.the good and moral
good can be knewn'by human

reason aparn HfremyScripture.
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This isinot'to'say that every
aspect ofisuch things is
accessible'by. human reason.

This is especially the case with
man’s eternal desitiny.




gltiwas necessary for man's
salvation'that there should be a
knowledge revealed by God,
besidesiphilosophical science
builtup'by. human reason .
because man. is directed to God
lan end that surpasses the - ‘
grasp of reason. ... v

.3,:;"
i

.“Q m*%ﬁ
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

EBut thelend must first be
known by men who are to
directtheir thoughts and
actionsitolthe end. Hence it was
necessary for the salvation of
imanithat certain truths which
exceed human reason should
belmade known to him by

divine revelation."” § & ——— ="
N Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)
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While I agree with Aquinas's
metaphysics regarding the
philosophical aspects of human
morality’ and goodness'in achieving
our end in this:life, as a Protestant
Evangelical, I do’not agree with him
regarding how we gain'that ultimate
end in the next life.

While | agree with Aquinas's
metaphysics regarding the
philosophical aspects of human
morality and goodness' in achieving
our end inthis'life, as a Protestant
Evangelical, I dornot.agree with him
regarding how we'gaini‘that ultimate
end in the next'life.
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Natural Law theorists seek to defend its
elements on the basis of both sound
reason (General Revelation) and biblical

exegesis
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Natural Law theorists seek to defend its
elements on the basis of both sound
reason, (General Revelation) and biblical
exegesis (Special Revelation).
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Natural Law Theory accounts for human good,
human morality, and human law within a
broader context God, His law, and His
superintendencelofimankind within His
creation with.regard human nature.

e

It stands in stark contrast to the view of God
and morality commonly found in
contemporary.Evangelical apologetics.

12
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This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary
Christian,analytic philosophers.

———

This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary

iloSepPhers
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Natural Eaw: Theory:accounts forrhuman good,
humanmorality, and human'law within a broader
context God, His'law, and His superintendence of
mankind within His'creation with regard human
nature:

It stands in starkicontrast to the view.of God and
morality commonlyifound in contemporary
Evangelical apologetics:

This'is'especially truefregarding,the view.
commonly found among’'contemporary.Christian
analytic philosophers.

Natural Eaw: Theory:accounts forhuman good,
humanmorality, and human'law within a broader
context God, His'law, and His superintendence of
mankind within His'creation with regard human
nature:

It stands in starkicontrast to the view.of God and
morality commonlyifound in contemporary
Evangelical apologetics:

This'is especially true'regardingithe view:
commonly found among’'contemporary.Christian
analytic philosophers.
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sipliile'sephydlargely,
, along the contours and '

‘categoriesiofrAncientiGreek
r¥and Medieval Philosophy:.
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, apologlsts who employ
\Classicaliphilosophy:and

those apologists who do not.

aligument for .0‘”@ ex:ste.nce 4
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. If God does not exist, then

objectivermoral values do not
exist.

. Objectivelmoral values do
exist.

. Therefore, God'exists:

17
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"Our discussion will'be
adequate if it has as
much clearness as the
subject-matter admits
of, for precision is notito
be sought for alike inall
discussions. ...

1/2/2026
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"For it is the mark of:an
educated man to ook
for precision in each
class of things just'so
far as the nature of'the
subject admits: =

[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 3, 1094211, 25, trans. W- D RossliniRichard
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random House 194i)$936]
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DECIARAT [ON

How the Bible
and Christianity
Iifluenced the Wiiing
o the Declanation
of Dndependence

Gary T Avios
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Hon. Clarence Thomas
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~ Search All Ny Times.
Ehl‘ ?.\ﬂl.l' ‘uﬂl’k E’:"lml‘s T earc imes.com :
Moenday, December 15, 2008 Oplnlon =

WORLD  TU.S. N.Y./REGION | BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY | SCIENCE | HEALTH | SPORTS OPINION  ARTS STYLE TRAVEL | JOBS REALESTATE AUTOS

Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

B EmaL

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas &= PRINT

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace E smeLE-PAGE
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's E REPRINTS
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law™” as a [ SAvE
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling SHE
direction.

Most conservatives criticize the judiciary for expanding its powers, "creating” rights rather
than "interpreting” the Constitution. These crities talk of returning issues like abortion to
democratically elected and politically accountable bodies.
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Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law" as a
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling

direction.

“The anxious questions
asked by the Senators
about natural law and the
nominee's disavowal that
natural law would have any
role in his decision of
actual cases evidence a
pervasive lack of
understanding or
acceptance of natural law."”

["Natural Law and Justice Thomas," Regent University Law Review
(1999-2000): 471]

Catholic University of' America

iLawSchooI -
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“The anxious questions
asked by the Senators
about natural law and the
nominee's disavowal that
natural law would have any
role in his decision of
actual cases evidence a
pervasive lack of
understanding or
acceptance of natural law."”

[*Natural Law and Justice Thomas," Regent University Law Review 3 . e h W 3
(1999-2000): 471] DistinguishedkSehelar in

Catholic UniVersity of
rl_amﬁsehool
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“It is difficult ... to
make generalizations
about Protestant
theology. ...
Nevertheless, people
who otherwise have
very little in common
theologically find
common ground in
their opposition to
natural law."

[Retrieving, the Natural Law: A Return to Moral First
Things, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 111]

1/2/2026
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“One is hard-pressed
to identify a single
major figure in
Protestant theological
ethics who has
developed and
defended a theory of
ELOCINEL A

[Retrieving, 112]

s

ESSENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker

1/2/2026
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOCGICAL ETHICS

1/2/2026

“Protestants should not affirm
natural law despite being
Protestant. They should affirm
natural because they are
Protestant.k. - Rrotestants
believe that Scripture is the
highest authority for Christian
faith and life, and since Scripture
clearly teaches the reality and
importancegofinaturallaw;
Protestantsimustaffirminatiral
law if theyjwishitolbeltrtelto
their own convictions."

[David VVanDrunen, Natural Law: A Short Companion (Brentwood: B&H
Academic, 2023), 11, emphasis in original]

Stephen J. Grabilliie -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

28



"While evangelicals
oday (both inside an
outside of confessiona
traditions) may be
surprised—even
dismayed—Dby. [Pete
Martyr Vermigli's] strewg
affirmation of divine
witness through the
natural order,

-

“the older magisteriall
Protestant tradition
utheran and Reformed
not only inherited but
also passed on thesy
doctrines of lex naturalis;
and cognitio’Del
naturalis, especially.the
idea of an implanted
knowledge of morality, as
noncontroversial
legacies‘of patristic and
scholastic thought.”

[Rediscovering the Natural Law in Reformed.
JlneologicallEthics)(Grand RapidsiEerdmans, 2006);

K —

RS e ohen J. Grabilleie -
C

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

=i
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Stephen J. Grabilliie -
C Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
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I'HE PETER MARTYR LIBRARY
VOLUME FOUR

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

O the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH € McLELLAND

"
~

e .
Peter Martyr®Vermigli '

(1499-1562)

"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study.
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
4 us without his special contribution."”
i ‘Q_‘\..___ [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the

> -
l!:_ .?" ! Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Peter Martyr

Ve rm |g | | v Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
(1499-1562) Press, 2018), 13-14]
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"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that

_ we grow daily in the knowledge
w of God until we are led to see him

N

as he is, with face uncovered.”

Nicomachean Ethics, 15]

(1499-1562)

ﬁ s — . 2 d 4
Peter Martyr®Vermigli / [Petor Martyr Vermigl, Infroductiontolthale o

SENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker

31
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! 1 !‘ Manfred Svensson,}
RN R 1 e p /

AOUINAS
AMONG THE

'
PROTESTANTS

Ealitedd by
Manfred Svensson
David VanDrunen

David VanDrung
WILEY Blackwell /

Natural
LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

. b ESyilete 7)) =
b ‘i‘\' Nt | \h’J : "'g 0 .
= - RGN David Haines
DAVID HAINES & ANDREW A. FULFORD ﬂ
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NATURAL LAW
AND

JessepCovine

Edired by
JESSE COVINGTON, BRYAN McGRAW,
awi MICAH WATSON
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW

T |

i
|

sNow.itimayibelasked
whyZalChristian;should
belinterested’in’natural.

lawjatiallSIfione

already 'has'the'Bible; ™
whatiuse is it? Atibest

ittwould merely repeat
in cursive a small part |
ofiwhat God had |
already written.in great |
block letters |

\Wiittentonithe: Fleart: The CasesforgNaturaliltaw,
(DewnersiGrove: InterVarsitysi997)%180]

34



1/2/2026

BiblicallVlorality or'Morality?
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- Romans 4:4-5 <

Now to-him who works, the wages are
not counted as grace but as debt. {5}

But to him who does not work but

believes on Him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness.

supernatural

nafural
- Romans 12:17-18 <

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard
for good things in the sight of all men.
{18} If it is possible, as much as
depends on you, live peaceably
with all men.

35
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“Thus from the four
preceding articles, the
definition of law may be
gathered; and. it is nothing
elselthan an ordinance of
reason for the common
good, made by him who has
carelof the community, and
promulgated.”

IStimmakiineologiael(hereaftetST) I/, Q! 90; art. 4, trans. St. Thomas Aquinas
[Stmmat aaCompletel English Edition in Five Volumes, trans. the
=EnglishiDominican RProvince (Westminster, MD: Christian

’f \!‘%— M'r“'")“‘.""lr‘: & & et | .\~
" Thomas/Aquinas
(1225:1274)

1/2/2026
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Various Kinds
of Law

7RNALLNN

The p/an ‘by w/z/o_h Godf |
governs credtion
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gltlistevident, granted that the
world'is ruled by Divine
Providence'... that the whole
community. of the universe is
governed by Divine Reason.
Wherefore the very Idea of the
government of things in God
thelRuler of the universe, has : N
ithe'nature of a law. ‘3\‘ Th;;::gé Aquinas
(1225 1274)

.3,:;"
i

wAnd since the Divine
Reason's conception of
thmgs istnot subject to time
jtlisieternal, according to
Provi viii, 23, therefore it is
thatithis kind of law must be

called eternal."”
ST 68, A 1]

mﬂ-’k‘; <
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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NATURAL ]LAW

fhe par'f/c/paf/or)y/n-‘- Biernal Low

by rafional cr‘eczj{/i’**e’s by virfue
: of be/ng\mf/ona/

S
NATURA~L AW

fhat aspect of fhei£7“e/r’na/},_1aw whereby
the Credfor governsian, jb’ guides The
moralactions of':@nqgns lsuch that
when obeyed, it leads humans fo their
proper end [ wgls Wor]d
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discoverablegoygeason

/ :

For when Gentiles, who do not have the _
law, by nature do the things in the

law, these, although not

having the law, are a

law to themselves, who

show the work of the law

written in their hearts ..

Romans 2:14-15a \\
e

N

~ e —
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& Deut. 9:5/=

“ltfisinot because of your
: righteousness or the
; \Uprightnessof your heartithat
lv Soeulgolin toipossess their
Jland, butibecause of the'
Swickedness of these nations
Q thatithelLORD your God
drives them out from

before you."
B

The heavens declare

His nghteousness

and aII the peoples
see HIS glory

Psalm 97 6

44
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R

Zitlisievident that all things
partake somewhat of the
eternal law, in so far as,
inamely, from its being
imprinted on them, they
derive their respective
inclinations to their proper
acts and ends.

" L]
CA A“

as’Aquinas

(1225=1274)
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gNowiamong all others, the
rational creature is subject to
Divineprovidence in the most

excellentway, in so far as it

partakes of a share of
iprovidence, by being
provident both for itself and

for others. T34

.“Q m*%ﬁ &
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

ZWherefore it has a share of
thelEternal Reason, whereby
ithasialnatural inclination to

itsiproper act and end: and

this'participation of the
eternal'law in the rational
creature. is called the

natural law."” :

K L
ST G ) 1 & ——m

€
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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“Therefore in reading the
profane authors, the
admirable light of truth
displayed in them should
remind us, that the human
mind, however much fallen
and perverted from its original
integrity, is still adorned and
invested with admirable gifts
from its Creator.

"If we reflect that the Spirit of
God is the only fountain of
truth, we will be careful, as we
would avoid offering insult to
him, not to reject or contemn
truth wherever it appears. In
despising the gifts, we insult
the Giver."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, trans. Henry Beveridge, (Grand Rapids: William
B. Erdmans), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §15, p. 236]

.
*:ﬂ ’/

4
¥ ll"-.“

) A

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

.
*ﬂ ’/

y ’f

) A

"John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“Nothing, indeed, is more
common, than for man to be
sufficiently instructed in a
right course of conduct by
natural law, of which the
Apostle here speaks [in Rom.
2:14-15]."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. trans. Henry Beveridge (Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §22, p. 241]

“Since man is by nature a
social animal, he is
disposed, from natural
instinct, to cherish and
preserve society; and
accordingly we see that the
minds of all men have
impressions of civil order
and honesty.

g
) o~

b

' ll".‘

y
(5

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

"John Calvin

(1509-1564)
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“"Hence it is that every
individual understands how
human societies must be
regulated by laws, and also
is able to comprehend the
principles of those laws.

“Hence the universal
agreement in regard to such
subjects, both among
nations and individuals, the
seeds of them being
implanted in the breasts of
all without a teacher or
lawgiver. ... It is true, that
some principle of civil order
is impressed on all.

1/2/2026
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) A

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

YJ, li.—’ff‘
v ! !

"John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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"And this is ample proof
that, in regard to the 7
constitution of the present 74 ‘k
life, no man is devoid of the
%

light of reason.” | ‘_
[Institutes, Bk. II, §13, pp. 234-235] 'i"'t-,g f f
N

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

FRANCIS 2
@l

[

Translated by

(1623-1 687

: i \ai Francis Turretin ,4
VOLUME ONE: FIRST THROUGH TENTH TOPICS L




"Naturalllaw, is\taker‘w st!_ri'btly and ‘ e %\
properilysfor the-,pra%ti{:a‘l rule of
moraldutiesitolwhichimen are
bound by nature::.. Thelorthodox "‘
...affirm that thereis a natural
law ... arising,-- from;a; divine
obligation being impressed by
God upon the conscience.of man
in his very. creation,... drawn from
the right'of:naturelitself, found
both on thelnaturejofiGod, the
Creator::. andionitheicondition of

rational creatures themselves -\\:\Franms Turretin f'l!

(1623-1687) o4
v e S

"(who, on a‘qcéuht <§f’their e o %\

necessanyidependenceiupon God

inithe S of; morgl§,"ho less

than in'the genus:of'being; are
bound:to perform, or.avoid .those

things whichisoundreason and
the dictates of.conscience enjoin ’

uponithem to dolor.avoid)."

[Institutes; of Elenctic Theologys First Topic:iEheology, QEXIH§§V, VI, IX,
trans. by/GeorgelMusgrave Giger (Rhillipsburga PI&IR: 1992, vol. 2, pp.

2,3]

— ——— -

I — '\Francis Turretin ‘,’,’
(1623-1687) a5

\Q.u

- - - ’l "
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"One may well ask, '"How can you
advocate breaking some laws
and obeying others?' The answer
is found in the fact that there are
two types of laws: there are just
laws, and there are unjust laws. |
would agree with St. Augustine
that 'An unjust law is no law at
all." Now, what is the difference
between the two? How does on

determine when a law is
just or unjust?

"A just law is a man-made code
that squares with the moral law,
or the law of God. An unjust law
is a code that is out of harmony
with the moral law. To put it in the
terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an
unjust law is a human law that is
not rooted in eternal and natural
law. Any law that uplifts human
personality is just. Any law that
degrades human personality
is unjust.”

[Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letters from Birmingham Jail," April 124 %:3] o>

12 e .

ﬁ’ (:4929 196,& + “
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ginfregard to Thomas and
(Calvin on' natural law,
therefore, one seems safe in
sayingithat Calvin could
appealitolnatural law without
thereby:placing himself
definitively.in' one medieval
Sschoolloranother [regarding
theldebatelbetween the
realiststand. the voluntarists].

|
DavidiYanDrunen
‘l—_ o — -

tindeedlinsofar as ideas of

naturalllaw;were intimately
woyven'into the fabric of the
Europeanius commune of

whichlCalvin the law student
would have imbibed in his
youth;yhe had no reason to

consider: his reference to

naturalllaw as anything out

ofithelordinary."
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inlregard to Thomas and
Calvin'on natural law,
therefore; one seems safe in
sayingithat Calvin could
aliternatural law without
thereby:placing himself
definitively.in one medieval
schoollorlanother [regarding
theldebate between the
realiststand the voluntarists].

-
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PN
P

o ;rxhu
)avid Va‘ﬂDrunen

e ——

tindeed|insofar as ideas of
naturalllaw/were intimately
wovenlinto the fabric of the
Europeaniiusicommune of
whichiCalvini the law student
wolldlhave imbibed in his
youth'the'had no reason to
consider: his reference to
naturalilaw/as anything out
ofithelordinary."

tVedievaliNatural Law and the Reformation: A
i and Calvin,* American Catholic Philosophical

2000) 4 798]

@Uarterlys
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"There is no real discontinuity
between the teaching of the
Reformers and that of their

predecessors with respect to

natural law. Not one of the leaders
of the Reformation assails the
principle. Instead, with the possible
exception of Zwingli, they. all on
occasion express a quite
ungrudging respect for the moral
law naturally implanted.in the
human heart and seek tolinculcate

this attribute in their readers:*

[Johnil:MeNeill&Naturalllfawinithelleachingloighel
YournallofiReligioni265no 3! (July 1946)#16 8518 25h:
p:1168]
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John TWMcNZelll
(18851975}

. -e-\-;j_..,

AQUINAS

AMONG THE
PROTESTANTS

Falitew
Manfred Svensson
David VanDrunen

WILEY Blackwell

LT
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ﬂ: !“ Manfred S\;ensson/} wl—-

David VanDrurient
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H‘@MAN LAW

2 ,@éﬁf/cu/a/* pﬂi‘lﬂm 0 CF
nafum/ /aw fo Jocal commun/ﬁ/

R '

-
| Simperfect

wJustias, in the speculative

reason, from indemonstrable
principles, we draw the
conclusions of the various
sciences, the knowledge of

<
whichlisinot imparted to us by a
nature; but acquired by the .,
lefforts of reason, (g mmewng,,

% Thomas%\qumas
(1225-1274)
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Esoltoolitis from the precepts
ofithe natural law, as from
general and indemonstrable
principles, that the human
reason'needs to proceed to
the more particular
determinations of certain
matters.

&lihe practical reason is
concerned with practical
matters;, which are singular
andicontingent: but not with
necessary things, with which
thelspeculative reason is

concerned. - *"i"';"
“E“egy. < <’

l’
-

~Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)
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EWherefore human laws
cannot have that inerrancy
that belongs to the
demonstrated conclusions of

sciences."”
[STFIlQoMY AT ad! 3)]

A ]
' Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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gl was necessary for the
directing of human conduct to
have a Divine law. ... If man
werelordained to no other end
thanithatwhich is proportionate
torhistnatural faculty, there
would!be no need for man to
havelany further direction on
thelpartiof his reason, besides
thelnatural law and human law

Thomas /&qumas
(1225=1274)
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ZButisince man is ordained to
laniend of eternal happiness
whichlis inproportionate to
manisinatural faculty ... it was
necessary that, besides the
naturaliand the human law, man
should'be directed to his end
byiallaw.given by God."
(Snkilegr A 4

o

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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Theologians use the
term ‘nature’ to refer to
a particular aspect or
propensity within
each of us, as |

in the "sin
nature.”.

‘w'

"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
what comes naturally:
We sin.”

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]

1/2/2026

62



1/2/2026

"W/h@{ﬁ:m@@@“

\WithRiesect mat:ter'
Withirespectiolitsioperations |

with: respect toritsiaccidents:  'Substance
with respect toran. intellect: Quiddlity,

with respect to its existence: Essence
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Act and potency are sometimes
referred to as actuality
and potentiality.

This is how Aristotle and Aquinas
account for change.

~Potency=

= the power or capacity or
possibility to be actual or
real

1/2/2026
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There are both'logical and
metaphysical senses of
the terms "potency; or

“possible.”

Logically, something may
be possible (or potential)
In.as much as it is not a
contradiction:
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"The possible;
then, in one sense;
as has been said;
means that which

Vow T B8 s not of necessity
< \J false.*

p ? a1 fune v YT

5 % A """ ~Hl= . f‘r 3 L
% ‘Q\.FISt@ﬂe—: 8 008 [Metaphysics D (V), 12, 1019230, trans. W. D. Ross, in RichardiMcKeon
” (3..84_3__22 BC) ’.c’ ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random! House ; 1941l i65]

% 5 IR

Metaphysically, a potency
Is a real capacity in a real
thing.
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"'Potency’ then means
the source, in general; of
change or movementiin
another thing or in'the
same thing qua other:=

[Metaphysics, D (V), 12, 1019215 - 1019220, trans. W D RossHiniRichard
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: RandemiHeuse)
Y 1941), 765]

e ¥ L L -";&' A%

5?.,__.,._\“'1."' \j _,‘{'Ta i

N .rlst@tle,_(, % "
(384322 BC)

& Act=

(or. Actuality)

= to be real

A potency Is actualized
by a cause.
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f‘i"r"ist'ié'n Classics, 1948), 12] »
. J’.' 4
L e ‘_;\!‘_Jé & 5“ ¥
~Thomas Aﬂqumas
(1225=1274)

gObserveithat some things
caniexist though they do not
exist,while other things do
exist: That which can be is
saidltolexist in potency; that £
whichialready exists is said -
to be in act."” ¢ ¥ if

N { ¥
Prinif(’-i{'s‘ ofiNature;itrans.\Vernon J. Bourke in The Pocket Aquinas (New York: \‘ ‘!';‘&4‘ : km 4

WashingtoniSquarelPressi1960), 6] Thomas Aqu | naS
(1225=1274)
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ENow:fromithe foregoing it is evident
thatiin created intellectual
substances there is composition of
actland!potentiality. For in whatever
thingiwe find two, one of which is the
complement of the other, the

| 55 Réprir;t ’of on ihe Truth éf the Catholic Ii;Iaithi(Garden City, NY: Thom aS Aq u I naS
e (12251274)

"Howsoever anything FTUCISREEICE

PRINCIPLES

acts, it does so
inasmuch as it is in act;
howsoever anything
receives, it does so
inasmuch as itis in
potency.”

[Bernard J. Wuellner, Summary of Scholastic Principles (Chicago: Loyola
University Press, 1956), 5]
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“It isTwidely:
assumed. that the
anaqu‘sfs and
justi ﬂcation of
fundamental moral
cIam1‘s’ can be
conducted without
referencejto,at
least the more
contentious isstues

?f metaphys:cs ‘
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“Nothing could:be
furtherfrom the
spirit.offThomas,
for whominatural
law ﬁs ‘natural’
precisely'because
it derives from
human M ature;y
conceived of in
Aristotelian |
essentialistiterms:*

[AquinassA'Beginner's Guidel(©xford: ©ne\World);

174]
i ——
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A

JC\Q'hn Fin’{i‘s

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which caniberadequately:
grasped byianyone of the
age of reason)(and not just

by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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They/areinot inferredifrom
ispeculative principles: They,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
abouthuman nature’ or
about thelnature ofigood and,
evil, or about ‘the function o}
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from,a teleological:
concepti'oture or.any:
other.conceptioniofnature:
They are notiinferred or
derived from'anything.*

Jis“Ctlithe objections/ofiMargaret MacDonald):Natural Rightszin}
PY Easlett (ed!), Philosophy; Politicsiand.Societyl(Oxford: 1956 )}
35/at|pi 44

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

"The hope of side-stepping [the
Humean fact/value dichotomy]
objection is part of the reason
why Germain Grisez and John

Finnis have sought to develop a
‘new’ natural law theory which,

unlike the traditional version,
does not seek to ground morality
in premises concerning the
metaphysics of human nature.”

. / [Edward Feser, "Being, the Good, and the
s ™ Guise of the Good" in Neo-Scholastic Essays

Edwa rd Feser Ry p (South Bend: St. Augustine's Press), 279-320,

76



<

Ji'hn Finii‘s

Ve -
Butiwerarenot claimingithat

geodiand evilthave telbe
analyzedand fixcdBEEORE
they are appliediinimerals:

Thisfistalconfusioniofithe
epistemology/efimeralsiwith
thelmetaphysicsiofimoralst
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
the contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichl canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
$91a%13c; qt 58 1aat 4 c; 5¢C"

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed.
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichi canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"

$91a%13c; qt 581aa’ 4'c; 5¢C
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Justbecauseiwercanknow.

X beforeiwe know anything

aboutithelmetaphysics of X

deesinet meanthatitherelis
no metaphysicsiof X’

Nor deesiittmeanithatithe
metaphysicsiof X should
never.come’inteitne
discussion whenstherreality.
o Xistintdispute”

4

Alpersonimay/know thatiGed
existsieveniifthefnevern
considersithefmetaphysical
aspectsiof God:

Butiitican becomelcritical to
intreduce theimetaphysical
iIssuestin‘aldisputerabout the
existenceloff God.

.
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped:byfanyonelof the
age of reasonj(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

§ *2DiUt0iConnor;Aquinasiand|Natural/Law,(London:{1967); p

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and'not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
selnota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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sNoris it true that for

~ — _ - Aquinas good and'evil'are S

£ Einmistis missing Aqumas's concepts analysed and fixed;
: : 3 - In metaphysics before they.
peintyAquinasimaintainsithatis o B0, SppliSaTh morasia2on

ifisithe!DOING ofigeod and thelcontrary, Aquinas asserts
evillthatlis selffevident'and 2 plzlulyesiuuselols diz
the first principals of‘natural

indemonstrable’ notithe law, whichispecifythe basic
BEING of good and evil: . forms ofgoodand evil.and

1ans), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.>?
and Naturallaw/(London: 1967, p’

inlEthiV) | cti12) para, 1018:/S7 1411} p .94 (a2 lq )

2Good is the first
thing that falls
under the
apprehension of
e practieal
reasom e N5 ¢ 2

rected at action." oA A

(St e Rk 2) (1225=1274)
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gklence, this is the first

that good is
tobe done and

pursued and
evil avoided."”
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EinnistisimissingfAquinasisipointyAguinas
maintainsithatlifisiihelDOINGloffgoediandievil
notithe!BEINGlofigeadiandievilithatlisiself=
evidentfandiindemenstrablet

SecondyAquinasimaintainsithaithenelisia
differencelbetween'something being selfzevident
infitselfthoughinetiteltistandiselizeviden®inlitself
anditorus:

FAlthing can be self-
evident in either of two
ways; on the one hand,

“Noriisiititrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On

ithelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;

asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural.
law, which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which canibeladequately.
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

Selfievident in itself,
though not to us; on
thelother, self-evident " o |

"

intitself, and to us.” I\ ==y &
' Thomas/Aguinas

(BT, 1 2 1] (1225=1274)
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L Eorexampleithelequationt2
204 Sthelghiselfzevident
inlitselff(infasimuchrasithe
predicater4sisicontainediin
thelsubjecti2uti24) Swillfn ot
belselfzevidenttoraichild

leanningrarnithmeticawherhas
yetelleainiwhatithefequal
Sien) MEENS:

/ 0 0 0 O -
NhusiiforAquinasiitlistafinst
principlelofflawithatithelgeod

iSiterberdonerandievil
aveided:

hisshewevemrisaysinothing
againstithelcaselfoFandithe
ielevancelofithe
metaphysicstoiwhatiittis
el MEIES SenEalinle)
geodiorievilt

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

conceptsianalysed and. fixed!

in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts
as plainly;as possibleithat
the'first'principalsiofinaturall
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which canibeladequately.
grasped.byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Noriisiittrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed. and. fixed!
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts,
as plainly;as possibleithat
the first principals of natural
law; whichispecifyithelbasic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e*adequately
grasped.byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.??

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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Third, there is a difference
between whether they are
inferred from speculative
principles BEFORE they.
are employed in action,
and whether they can, in
fact, be inferred from
speculative principles.

)

For example, one does not
have to infer from
speculative principles that
God exists before one is
able to believe that
God exists.

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and|
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They. arelnotinterred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress; 1980}38-34]
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“There is nothing to
prevent a man, who
cannot grasp a proof,
accepting as a matter of
faith,ysemething which in
itselfiis capable of being
iscientifically [i.e.
rationally] known and e

" | Thomas Aqumas
demonstrated. (1225-1572)

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative principles: They,

This, however, is not to say.
that the existence of God
cannot be so inferred from

speculative (i.e.,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
about the nature of good and
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

metaphysical) principles.

This is exactly what
Aquinas does deftly.

other'conc p‘{gn of nature.
They:areinot: inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]

)
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The same point applies to
morality, as | hope will
become clear as we
go along.

Thus, it would seem that
Finnis's view is not aligned
with Aquinas’s.

eWhenever things have such a
definite'nature.... the operation
appropriate to a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.
Nowjitiis;obvious that there is a
determinate kind of nature for
man>Therefore, there must be
some operations that are in
ithemselves appropriate
for man.”

stransiVernon J: Bourkel(University. of Notre Dame Press Edition)
eprintiofl@nithe Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:

They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
aboutithe'nature ofi.goodiand,
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

other conc p~t{p.n of nature.
They:areinot inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]

homa Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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unlmpeded towards its
proper end or goal or telos:
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gsWheneverthings have such a
definitelnature ... the operation
appropriateito a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.
itisiobvious that there is a
determinate kind of nature for

iman- Therefore, there must be
someloperations that are in
themselves appropriate I
for man.” i i-m -
[SEEllr29854 trans\ernon! J!Bourke (University of Notre Dame Press Edition) Thom as Aqu | nas

wiolk &l ok 1 printiofl@n. the Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:

EoUSei1956)] ( 1 225 1 274)

gWhenever:things have such a
definite'nature.... the operation TR e

appropriate to a given being is humanlisinotmerely,

alconsequent of that nature. Alreferenceltothe
itlislobvious that there is & huiiman

determinate O mauIre itorr Rather the nature
“Therefore, there must be thatinatune
some operations that are in withirespecttojthe)
themselves appropriate operations*
for man.”

[SCGlIMNER29%s2 S transVermon J: Bourke!(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
wolk &l ok 1 printlofl@n the Truth. of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
iouseR1956)]
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S Unlik 'feaxtsar @ther
@ﬁﬁb@ﬁ@ human's p@ssgss
tl@na andfre WHH %hlh

)t a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman;both of them
have committed an abomination. They'shall surely be put to

death. Their blood shall be upon them.

Lev. 20:13
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For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. :

For even their women exchanged the natural . =8

use for what is against nature. Likewise also 3 Z
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman;
burned in their lust for one another, men with \,*
men committing what is shameful, and

receiving in themselves the penalty of
their error which was due.
Rom. 1:26-27

1/2/2026
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glihose acts are properly
called human which are
voluntary because the

will'is the rational
appetite, which is proper
to man."”

[SIREIIR @ introduction]

&Wan determines
himself by his reason to
WIII_ this or that, which

apparent good."

[ETHIL @, ee]
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A hitman-beingkss end goeal;or telos
can be understood inkterm'siof:
dlfferent aspects ofthis'single reality;
vizo, his nutrltlve ((Fesrphysical); his
sentlent (ice, consc:ousness)
and hlsratlonal (lntellect)

To these_Af" ‘-ellan categones the
Chrristiantihomas Aqumas willtadad
the eternal / spmtual aspect:
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A
W SIS i

95



EDITED AND INTRODUGED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

IN THE THEOLOGY OF Samuis[e] [F.CF L 1H] T8

FOREWORD BY
TERRY EAGLETON

HERBERT (5,111

“A perfect X is
EDCQUEIIER
all its
properties; an
imperfect X
lacks one of
more of its
properties."”

[Ged and Evil inthe Theology of St Thomas
Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]

Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200

FHenbent McCabe
(1926-200
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"Every art and every.
inquiry, and similarly,
every action and pursuit;

is thought to aim at some!

good; and for this reason,

the good has been rightly,

declared to be that at

N o) which all things aim’=
:‘ \ - ‘-,' &Arlst@ﬂe"/& [Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Rosslin|Richard

(384'-322 BC McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random Eouse 19413 935]_

-

@hhe essence of
goodness
consists in this,
thatitis in some

way desirable.”

ell @57 art' 1 trans. Fathers of the English Dominican Province ??!“‘J i A

nastSummar Theologica: Complete English Edition in Five
ster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981), 23] Th Om as Aq U I n aS
(1225=1274)
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“Goodness
signifies
perfection which

desirable."

(ST, @B, i 1]

J,;,«
., 5

{ \Q m%m,;

! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

gSince; however, good has the
inaturelof:an end, and evil, the nature
lofialcontrary, hence it is that all
thoseithings to which man has a
naturallinclination, are naturally
apprehended by reason as being
Wand/consequently as objects

ofipursuit, and their contraries as
evilland objects of avoidance.
Whereforelaccording to the order of
naturallinclinations, is the order of
thelprecepts of the natural law. ;

mﬂ-’k‘; <
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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gBecauselin man there is first of all
anlinclination, to' good in accordance
withithe nature which he has in
common with all substances:
inasmuch;as every substance seeks
preservation of its own being,
according to its nature: and by
reasonlofithis inclination whatever
lislalmeans ofipreserving human life,
andlofiwarding off its obstacles,
belongs to the natural law.

.3,:;"
i

.“Q m*%ﬁ
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

gSecondly, there is in man an
inclination; to' things that pertain to
lhimimore'specially, according to
thatinaturelwhich he has in common
withlother.animals: and in virtue of
thislinclination, those things are
saiditolbelong to the natural law,
whichinature has taught to all
animalsiisuch, as sexual intercourse,
education of offspring and so forth.

mﬂ-’k‘; <
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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ZThirdly, there is in man an
inclination'to good, according to the
Inaturelofihis reason, which nature is

properitorthim: thus man has a
lnaturallinclination to know the truth

laboutiGod! and. to live in society:
and.inthis respect, whatever
pertainsitoithis inclination belongs
tolthelnatural law; for instance to
ishunlignorance, to avoid offending
among whom one has to live,
otherisuch things regarding the
'above! inclination."
[SHRIeA art2)

w Thomas%\qﬁlnas
(1225-1274)
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o A 'some hingfmayzbe
| conS|dere'd tuelthatiisinot
b really true somethlng mayibe
7 conS|dered good thatfisinot
| rea’lly good

| i -':? | o real |ty
w Good |s that WhICh actuallzes a

thingg s telos Winich s 0 Se
good |s tha_t_whlch perfects

101



Silihe ‘- elz,gﬁgamch eu \Wﬁﬂﬂ

; (when a-ct m.orally):or ,
; : ‘ e e e w#adfvﬁ.i‘ﬁmé

ie= <G y

E’ T —

C G’enes 3 @
So:whenithe woman
thatitheltreelwasig
food, thatlit! was pleasant

to the ey%s Yand.a, tree "

desirable to makhd;one :
wise, sheitookiof! its fru:t* “ P
and ate. She also gave to

her husband with her,

and he ate.

1/2/2026
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é_'yes, but the LORD
weighsithe hearts.

103



1/2/2026

FProverbs 12:15 <

flhelwaylofialfool. is right in his own
eyes;ybutihe who heeds
counsel is wise.

weighsithe hearts.

< 1 Kings 15:5 <

... because David did what
was right in the eyes of

the LORD, and had not
turned aside from

anything that He
commanded him all the
days of his life, exceptin
the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.
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gNever, therefore would
be sought after, not
even accidentally,

Unless the good that

accompanies the evil
wereimore desired than -
theigood of which the ¢+ "y
evillis the privation.” | CTrong8itqiinas
(SIS farto] (1225= 1274)

: e ;;E = -
umg@n belngxls Qg,@g:él ‘\mmm&a[m
ng Wien heees el Sincefit

ﬂ@ al perfectq% alhdiman 1t0

ha_ue anvint Yolles characterggm

'»N-—“'-né\
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& Genus =
animal

& Specific difference =
rationality

& Species =
human

& Proper accident <
five fingers

& Accident < Aristotle
black, blonde, or no hair ' (384-322BC)

Aristotle
(384-322'BC)

1/2/2026
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frallty, W|II define
human goodness

E |n|t|aIIy (proxmately) infterms ofiwhat
perfectst human nature and!

> uItlmater |n terms of{Godlaslinfinite
being and;goo” lhessh

1/2/2026

108



1/2/2026

Onel of the most'common
distinctionsicontemporary
philosophers make
regardingievil is between
and
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9»Natural Ev:l e

Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and
death that is not caused by any
conscious agent.

Unwarranted valin suffer/ng, ana
deathithatiisideliberatelyicalisedibyia
consclolsiagent:

KTt . ‘_1 « g;:r-"y‘f/
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This distinction in
contemporary philosophy
differs from the understanding
of evil'inithe Classical /
Medieval'/-Scholastic /
Thomistic tradition.

If God created everything
except Himself, and, if evil
Is something, then it
would seem,that God
created evil.

111



If God did not create evil,
then it would seem either:

eviliis unreal
(0) 7
evil is not a thing.

5 Alugusiiine
M 0N EvVillRa's
| "'""‘ Privaiion

Augustine
(854-430)

1/2/2026
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NERS (S &
diffEriENECE
BeWEER:
being nothing
(Unkeal)
< and
Augustine not being d thlng

(354-430)

Augustineraigued

that evillistrealiu

ISt neEakthing?

o Ratherlitlista
. privation erailack
Augustine i In thlngS

(354-430)
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A pousLenay IMAGE BOOK

with an introduction

Jobn K. Ryan

Augustine
(854-430)

AN IMACE BOOK ORIGINAL
COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED

Augustine
(854-430)
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“Now: evil is in a
substance because
something which it

wasroriginally to have,
and which it ought to
have is lacking in it.”

IStmmalContralGentilesylily 65 §1]

“Evil is simply a
privation of something
which a subject is
entitled by its origin to
possess and which it
ought to have.”

iStmmalContralGentilesyllly i §2]
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vEvil.cannot exist by
itself; since it has no
essence... Therefore,
levilmust be in a
subject.”

IStmmalcontralGentilesy iy, §2]

- &
:". "“% M.:-;{'-"f-',y'.‘f: Sy € ’

' \~Thomas Aguinas

(1225=1274)

Note that'there is a
difference between a

privation and a negation.

1/2/2026
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A negation is the mere
absencelor'removal of
something.

A privation'isithe absence or
removal of'something that
“‘ought” to be'there:

Blindness s the
privation of slight.

But blindness s not a@
thing n iKself.

",;".."i'

A rock cannot see, but Y '
it is not blind because ‘5& Q N
it "ought® not be able .*'i‘i’?*-; .

o sve. _ negatlon

1/2/2026
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Blindness ¢ the
clsplecement of sight.
But blindness s not a

thing (n Kself.

it is not blind because
it "ought” not be able
fo see.

EDITED AND INTRODUCED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

FHenbent McCabe

HERBER CCABE (1926-200

1/2/2026
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“A perfect X is
an X that has
all its
properties; an
imperfect X
lacks one of
more of its
properties."”

[God and Evil in the Theology of St Thomas

Fenbert McCabe

Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40] (1 926'200
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iHUumanzbe ngs arerunique
among; God S creatures on
“earthlintasimuch as\wethave
ra Jﬂﬁf?f lity. and f"@@ will;

WThese enableitisitolchoose;
not merely among partlcular
goods ibutito) pursue the
good as such

120
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o 'H.H_ _‘;l_'-: _J ==

prtu a"*d a‘g ﬁm@g %‘_"

; - Thoyr%s:Aqumas
(1225= 1274)
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“Moral fault is found
primarily: and principally
inithe act of the will
only;:- . so...an actis
imoral because it
isivoeluntary. . . . ~

{l\Q 7R (“;(

Thomas Aqum
(1225=1274)

slhe'root and source of

moraliwrongdoing is to

belsought in the act of
the will."

iStmmal€ontralGentiles, il 10, §13]

i
g\‘ R &
Thomés ’kqumas
(1225:1274)
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giGoodnessiand being are really
thefsame; and. differ only in idea;
whichlisiclear from the following
argument. The essence of
goodness consists in this, that it
lislintsomelway desirable. Hence
thelPhilosopher says [Ethic. i:
iGoodness is what all desire.’

3\‘ UHKM;&I g L
Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)

1/2/2026
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" ow istit.clear that a thing is
des:rable only in so far as it is

perfect:forall desire their own
perfection: But everything is
perfect so/far as it is actual.
Therefore itlis'clear that a thing is
perfectisoifar'as it exists; for it is
existencelthat makes all things

lactual, aslis clear from the ’
foregoing/[Q:3; A. 4; Q. 4, A. 1]. ¢ " g
Hence itlisiclear that goodness , 9& e o 4?"
an‘l\,belng are the same reality. " Thomas Aqumas
(ST, @6, i (1225:1274)

1. 'Good:! isifirst identified with *desirable’
(@appetible).

2. 'Desirableis identified with ‘perfect’.

1/2/2026
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ZNow. it is clear

des:rable only Iin
iIso'far as it is
pertect; for all
desire their own @ 2l

perfection. i 5" ‘% ﬁoﬁés kqumas

(ST, @5, it ) (1225=1274)

. 'Good'isifirst identified with *desirable’
(@appetible).

. 'Desirable”is identified with ‘perfect’.
. 'Perfect'is identified with *act’ or

‘actuality.

1/2/2026
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gEverything is
perfect'so far as it
istactual.”

(ST, ©F; &t 7).

_—
&
?:"S-J & A Ty
homas Aquinas

(1225=1274)

“An alternate word for
actuality in this respect
is "perfection”
(entelecheia). It was

used by Aristotle along
with actuality to
designate the formal
elements in the things.

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

126



Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

1/2/2026

“These perfected the
material element in the
sense of filling its
potentiality and
completing the thing.

“Since existence is
required to complete
the thing and all the
formal elements and
activities, it may be
aptly called the
perfection of all
perfections. "

[An Interpretation of Existence (Houston: Center for Thomistic Studies,
1968), 52-53]
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perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)
en, ev = in
+
telos, telog = end, goal
+
echein, gye1v = to have

perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)

to have the end or goal in
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. 'Good' is first identified with“desirable’
(appetible).

. 'Desirableis identified with 'perfect’.

. 'Perfect"is identified with *act’ or
‘actuality’

. "Actuality’ is identified with ‘being’.

A full exploration of how itis
that ‘being:and 'good’ are
convertible; which'is'to say that
'being" andsigood’ are really the
same, requiresia,examination of
the'Medievalidoctrine of the
Transcendentals:
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New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 449-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

N MANY medieval think e.g. Al der of Hales,

Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, the state-
ment can be found: “ being and good are convertible " (ens ef
bounm convertuniur)® That is to nv. “being * and “ good
are h ble terms in p ( il enim est
conversim praedicari). Wherever “being” is predicated of
something, the predicate “ good ” is involved as well.

That must imply that “good ” is here not a concept that
adds a real content or a new quality to “being”, as a result
of which “being ™ is restricted. For in that case there would
bo no question of comvertibility.® “Good” is an attribute
which pertains to every being, it is a property of being as such,

a “mode that is common, and consequent upon every being.” *
Tn other words,  good ” is coextensive with * being ”, it is one
of the so-called iranscendentia ® which, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals ”.

1 Alexander of Hales, Swema 1, Ing, 1, Tract. 3, q. 3, membram 1, o
1, a 1, “An idem sit bosum et ens™; Bonaventure, /n II femt, d. 1,
'
Dion;
!
3

g
, fundam. 4; Albert the Great, De Bowo q.
6, q. 28; Thomas Aquinas, In I Semt. 8, 1,
i Ver, XXI, 2; In Do Hebdomadibus, loct. 3; Summa Theol. I, 16, 3.
1 Thomas Aquinas, De Ver. I, 2 obj. 2.

8 De Pot. IX, 7 ad 51 Bowum quod est in genere qualitatis, bom est
bonum quod eonvertitur cum este, quod wullam rem suprs ens addit.

4 De Fer. T, 11 modus genaraliter consequens omne ens.

0 Comp. Albert the Great, Summa Theologioe tract. 0, q. 27, e 3:
Dosum dieit et est de dentibus omne
genus sicut of ens,

440

Medieval Philosophy and
the Transcendentals

The Case of Thomas Aquinas

By
Jan A. Aertsen

1/2/2026
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Being and
HGoodness|

THE CONCEPT OF THE GOOD
IN METAPHYSICS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY

. 'Good'is first identified with“desirable’
(@appetible).

. 'Desirable”is identified with ‘perfect’.

. 'Perfect’is identified with *act’ or
‘actuality”.

. "Actuality’ is identified with ‘being’.

. God'is goodness'itselfiinfas. much as
God is being itself.
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glo)God alone does
itlbelong to be His
own subsistent

(579, @ {2 et

2God. is absolute
form, or rather
absolute being"

(ST [ @8y et 7]
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2God is supremely
being... He is being
itself, subsistent,
absolutely
undetermined.”

(SNt arthiv

2Godlis' supremely being,
inasmuch as His being is
notidetermined by any
nature to which it is

adjeined; since He is being
itself, subsistent,
absolutely undetermined."

iStnimaklheologiackiN QNN art 4]
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» ThomasAqumas
(1225=1274)

4

Iga’rl on;§~
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Our Mogalr Obligations

IneGeneral

Shhis is the first
precept of law ...

»
d" %
¢ [ 3

i \Q b S

e

'\~ Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)
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ZBonum est
faciendum et
preosequendum,
ettmalum
vitandum."

—
Tho mas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

Good is
tolbeldone and
pursued
and evil

avoided. ;g‘

!
*
L

R
Tho mas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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Our Mogalr Obligations
JTo Ougikellow Man

Natural Law: Morality focuses
primarily:onrour. relationship
to our fellow man as God
manages'our.peaceful co-
existence’in'society.
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Biblical Merality: or Morality?

Eurther, our moral obligation to our
fellow. man: arises out of our
recoghnition that human beings,
unique among,God's creatures on
Earth, are willers, not merely of
particular goods; but of
the good asisuch:.
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As such we recognize both
ourselves and other humans as
special instances of the good itself.

Some 20" Century Thsz

JOHN F. X. KNASAS
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dTo; @@@ m@m S iib@ willer

engender E] spec:al S ES

> No oth~

thing ﬁmj expene‘ncega

|
mon

@nlydmankhas askthe
properobjectiofthis
appetitivelpowers to
understandithisifactlisktor
oneltolrealizekthat
inka wayad

[Being, iwentiethsCentuny New
Yorks Universiiy 2008)), 2558,

@ﬂﬂbd

m@@@%ﬁ@y '17’@ see

@%}@ﬂ@@
volitionAto¥seelthelgood,
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Our Mogalr Obligations
o God
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'éxisf/ng of all the things 1har
makhie. up human. mordlify.

‘with fhe/r’ pmper’ end, goal,
purpose, or felos,
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L e

S Oecavse God s Supreme Being,
RGod s Supreme Goodness ilself.
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God gav dnnd,r/n Hdam the

frecit iﬂﬁ@ /m e For or

dgd/nsf @@@”@ ,ﬂUf’ﬂase for* us.
.)
A s
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We dl’é b’// m@ﬁ@k 50%/@3 fed fo

obey e all oF iF' QUL Maker

@Mﬂ@ r',wse f(ﬂf’ Us 1s:
U

aur m s oUR Ultimate: goad.
ﬂﬁ% w ] in the: next life as we. resit in
CRUUNES  blessedness. nowing. and.
m)@m enfoying Him' forever
{7, ' in Heaven.

.n-\
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T, N N
%* gonly. [s<il not-natvral forus fo
achiieyer Gog:s .e-z“,émq/,‘pur*pose for us
(Cen22:2]; 15:12), buflbecavse we are
ﬁ e s ‘f“ \ - N
maradllggfallen \Qcorfupﬂ a fortiori we

insourselves fo achieve

b2

146



7R

Iiatahes fhe @[5 o oY ﬁ /g Sp/r*/:f*
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f/)r*oug }{
6’00’ .‘fh/’%ugh £is p/’ophefs

148



1/2/2026

a'%::’f:f DAVENANT GUIDES

LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

\ 1 Fa ) @ e

¥ Vil P - | N <

— — 2 r O, Sy Y. L 1 2
DAVID HAINES & ANDREW A. FULFORD
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NATURAL
THEOLOGY

A BIBLICAL AND HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION AND DEFENSE

DAVID HAINES

%

BTN
OFMAN

HOW EDUCATION DEVELOPS
MAN’'S SENSE OF MORALITY

David Haines
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW

LEGISLATING '
MORALITY } A

Geisler
-2019)
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NATURAL LAW
AND
EVANGELICAL
POELTIEAL
THOUGHT

Eoewwed by
JESSE COVINGTON, BRYAN McGRAW,
anp MICAH WATSON

Bryan McGraw !

-

JABanylf€harles

Affiliate'Scholar, Acton Institute

w.
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOGICAL ETHICS

Stephen J. Grabillsli -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

AMERICAN
CATHOLIC
PHILOSOPHICAL
QUARTERLY

Medieval Natural Law and the Reformation:
A Comparison of Aquinas and Calvin

DAVID VANDRUNEN

JAMES B. REIC HMANN, 5
Medieval Natural Law and the Reformar
of Aquinas and Calvi
DAVID VANDRUNEN
and the Duty of Aid
JOSEPH SHAW
CHRISTOPHER TOLLEFSEN JOURNAL OF ‘
THE AMERICAN '
CATHOLIC -3 rF w
avidianDrunen
ASSOCIATION 2\ 'L—
-
Volume 80 Winter 2006 lssue No. 1 ” —

153



1/2/2026

Divine Covenants
and Moral Order

oy of Natural Law

PRELY, ‘dl'}\'@nDrunen
David VanDrunen ‘1—- -

,. \. Edward Feser
L Aqumas

d
E]

EdVvErd Feser
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Scholastic Metaphysics

A Contemporary Intre duction

Ederd Feser

[

Real Essentialism

David S. Oderberg

Bavid S. Odérberg
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Some 20" Century Ttht

JOHN F. X. KNASAS

New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 448-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

N MANY medieval thinkers, eg. Alexander of Hales,

Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, the state-
ment oan be found : * being and good are convertible " (ema ef
b—-pmwdulur)‘ That is to say, “being " and “ good "
are terms in predication (comverdi emim est
conversim proedicari)." Wherever “being™ is predicated of
something, the predicate “ good ” is involved as well.

That must imply that “good” is here mot a concept that
adds a real content or a new quality to “being”, as & result
of which “being " is restristed. For in that case there would
be mo question of convertibility. “Good” is an attribute
which pertains to every being, it is a property of being as such,
a “mode that is common, and consequent upon every being.” *
In other words, “ good " is coextensive with “ being ™, it is one
of the so-called franscendentia * whiob, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals ',

* Alexasder of Hales, Summa 1, Toq, 1, Tract. 3, 4. 3, mebrom 1, e.
1on L, " An iem ait booum et ens”; Bosavestars, Jn [f Heat, n N
phoal, g ) fundam, 5, “Ros of boowm eonvertostar, sieat velt
Diouysius ™, d. 34, a. 2, q. 3, fundam. 4; Albesrt the Great, De Bowo §
1, & @; Bumme Theol. tract. 6, q. 28; Thomas Aquinas, [n [ Seat. 8, 1,
3; De Ver. XXL, 2; In De Hebdomudidus, Jeet. 3; Summa Thool. 1, 18, 3.
* Thomas Aquinas, De Ver. 1, 2 obj. 2.
#De Poi. IX, T ad 5: Bomum gquod est in gemers qualitatie, vom est
omwum quod eonvertitur cum ente, quod wullum Ters supra ens addil.
*DeVer T, 1: -aa--.-u-nm.m...qn...m.._ n Aertsen
e T s T Ja

Bosum dicit o et do omne
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