]nti‘ouduction to

i1

Chrigaan?. ' Pologetics
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RicharéG f’iowe FLID

" froxo% P

\ormqn L C;ehler CLmlr ofy Cant
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Where, does the~

-\ "(‘[L ,
word,. apologetlcs

come from’?
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o 1 PeteisRlisrE

"But sancujyauicyseiel
God i yolguEElS
always belieauyAOYgIE
a defenseli@ @\y@zfy@m@
Who asKSV/CUREREEISO])
for the hope fmz( IS i

fealrs

you, with meeleSSEelie
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Why would Peter expect his readers ¢ o
to be asked about the hope that is in 3” ﬂ 5 .
them? 0 o
- , But sanctiyAineyielel
s Because they were bearing up [
under persecution God in le h@@ﬁ@a
What exactly is that hope? always - lf@@@iy l® gﬁv@
s The hope of the resurrection A
and eternal life a defense ﬁ@ @V@ny@[@@
What is their reason for that hope? who aSkS @l eaSol
% God raised Jesus from the dead, for the p@ el I1s in

proving that our sins are forgiven : — ‘
by His grace through our faith. you, wi th m @k@@@@ @md

w
What is the defense of that reason? fa

iy I
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Apologetics means “the
defense of the faith-*

Apologetiecs Is putting
forth evidence and
arguments demaonstrating
that Christianity is true.
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Apologetics is knowing
and showing why
",}%u believeithat
Chrlstlanlty i's true.

demonstrating to

Apologetics is knowing yourself that
2ngShewing why Christianity is true

demonstrating to
‘ p . others that
- ' Christianity is true
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*andzmorality
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FowAwasithe
Bible ertte*’?

How: did the
Bible come down
to us today?

2222222222



Is the Bible
. rellable’?

Is the Bible
merrant?




"kL

ﬂ@] Jes JiS? rlse

from‘the d\ea’?
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Winat about @V@HUﬁﬁ@?

4'

digied ted
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If God is all
powerful and all
loving, why is-there
evil in the world?

16
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oilld We
geﬂcs? N

&€

The Bible'is'clear
about defending the faith.

The apostles engaged
in defending the faith:

The evidence is strong
for defending the faith.

17



The Bible'is clear
the faith.

| ABeloved, while ) was very
Diligent to write to you concerning
| our common salvation, ) found it |

necessary to write to you .
exhorting you to contend earnestly |
' for the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints.

12/26/2025
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"For there are many
insubordinate, both
idle talkers and
deceivers, especially
those of the
circumcision, whose
mouths must be
stopped,”

Titus 1:10-11a
(cf. Matthew 22:29-34)

Jesustamsweredand siaid tc% th; 6 ’
”7@7 are mista ke, not'knewing
res nor’ the powei of
resurrectlon they
nel.ther ma iy nor are given:in

mamager

S48

t are likeqangels

19
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'*

‘ '%ut ncermng thee resuf’rect‘ln

f thhe dead, havé‘yoﬁ ne-t-réad- ,
what was SO 'k~en to you by Qod
say‘mg, tm the God of Abraham
the God of Isarac and the God of.

v

Jacob 2 G@d qlgs not théxGed of the
AN ~dead vl;)‘ut of th e Ilvmg

en the miiltitddes heard
isfthey werél astem?she'@l-a;t Hls,i
£ l})g Butnv‘%wen the f’{lar,lgiees
he‘ard that He mad siliemeEe

they gathered

7 t@gether
) 28

20
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A

or the people. And they

kept silent,

‘The apostles engaged.

in defending
the faith.

21
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"BEE.SauI mcreased all-the
imore#n strength and

_¢- gconfounded the Jews who |

dw

El

"AFd_.he-spoke=boIdly in-the

—4 name of rthe Lord Jesus and
] 5 dllsputed agamst the =

i Hellemsts b’Iut they

g rattemptedrte kl” him."

‘ y A%’cts 9:29,

22
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"%refere when Paul-and
Baghebas hajd no small
1 dlsseriEsmn anddispute
{ with ¢ them, \they determined”
éthat Raul and Ba’rnabas and
_certa _m ther’;s gf them :
ﬁt@ Jerusalem
@stles and elders

'& N

upsuen

"%n.Paul as;hls custom
was went in to them, ET

1 i f'jor t%ree Sabbaths
{1 reasoned w:th them from F
; g the Scrlptu,t;es explammg
and de sfra!tlng that the |
Chrlst had tofsuffer and
i rom ',

23
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saying;= 'Thls Jesus

%reachj to.you is the

g And some-of them °

B
2

Paul“and Sllas..-.,
F "Q‘Acts 17@'4

'%refere he=reasoned in
the&s{ygagogue with the

; Jews and with theGentile :
1 Kwosrshlpers, ‘and in the F

»mag‘rketpla‘ce dally w:th

e‘re persuaded anda *

24
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l/ 'ffAnd _he reasoned in-the

T synagegue every Sabbath,
| and persuaded both Jews
and ?reekss An‘d he came | .
to Ephesusi& and left them “
_ ut?/heghlmself
entered esyn ﬁ guerand

SO, , w:th th iJew

WActs 48 45%%9

E d»he went into the
qsyna% gue and spoke
; boldly for three months,
| reasonlng and ;aersuadlng .

1 con.cernng the things of

n;ﬂf G g But

25
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i '_hendeparted from them
T and w:th’drew the disciples,
;reasonmg dally in the
! ﬁ 'skcheol of Tyrar.;nus And ¥
14 'thlS ‘contifiued for two
years softhat aII who dwelt,
erdaji“@'g word of
the Lor,gl”Jesii'\Js_:_‘,beth Jews
nd Ge'; SN
HﬁiAegzs 1x9 8-10:

& >

’ So_when..they had.-
appo;mted hlmja day, many
1 caime to?hlm at his‘lodging, -
{1 tO/ whom hesexplamed and =
Iemnfy t%Sftlfled of the

26
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&mm%)oth-the Law-of
Mosées and the Prophets
fromg mormng%tlll evening.

" And some were‘persuaded 4

iby the tmgs. Wthh were

&mm#aoth-the Law-of

Mosées and the Prophets

1 from mgrmngétlll evening.

And some were‘persuaded W
iby the tlgs. whlch were

27
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=

ST T R

And when they.heard of the

—M‘

sogme!;L m%cked iwhlle others
| Fsali;d "We Wl” hear you ;r-
1 agam on _ThlS matter\ "

ﬁcromsboth the Law.of
Moses and rhe Prophets

from mormng'ﬂ" evening.
"3';’,,,2’:‘;:;‘15;@?::“::';" Notice the three different

Spo; land. same |
TP responses to Paul’s

”'Acrsozs 23 24

me 227 H IR preaching and
rom‘borh the Law.of apologetiCS-

Moses and the Prophets,
from mommgat.-l! evening.

A}ld some were ersuaded * -
be tngsmcn wer I submit that we should

by rhe thmgs_rwhu:h were

; .spo land qme_ |
' 7 expect the same

Acts#28 23 24

h? N - responses.

p i r&when theysheard of.the "
| I resurrectron of the dead, In oth er Words’ We W’II nOt

some mocked, 'whﬂle others

! bsaiv:n:f We willlhear you * -
I hisimatter.” Wln every argument-’

tagain
}\Acts 17:32,
a - N \H f‘ 4
y oy LS9 ,9.1 |: A
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The evidence is strong
for defending
the faith.

Christianity is
supported by philosophy.

@Zbﬁﬁ@@i@@ﬁﬁi_&y ﬁ@

Chnstlamty IS
corroborated by science.

29



Christianity I's
supported by
philosophy.

v

& Truth
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e L Basler Gl &F
et of EHleSEERY e ApeliogEies

Evenalical Seminery

(o ;KnO V 'lled
nowledge <
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Norman L: Geislen{f
Professor of Philosop

ian_,?ipologeticg’
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Richard Dawkins

Sam Harris

Daniel Dennett  Christopher Hitchens

12/26/2025
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o Attwi”lét'e*s of God =

.
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-
ie

B love, ThD -

«‘.';
4

o Provost
S8 Norman | Geisler Frofessor of Christian APo[ogetiu
Southem Evangelial 5em:'nar5 * Char{oﬂ:c, NC
%_ Fast President, [ntemational Society of Christian Apologetics




The ' problem\.

“of EVI’ ,.,-ff"

R:chard G Howe, P_h D

: 5 Proyost E
1 Professar of: Phﬂosophy and Apologetms

3 ' NormaniL.iGei

outhem_
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grotunded inthistory:

Eyewitness
Testimony

41



“For we did not follow
cunningly devised
fables when we made
known to you the
power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses

of His majesty.”
2 Peter 1:16

"That which was from the
beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands
have handled, concerning the
Word of life; the life was
manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness,

12/26/2025
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"and declare to you that
eternal life which was with
the Father and was
manifested to us; that which
we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also
may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ.”

1 John 1:1-3

"Inasmuch as many have
taken in hand to set in

order a narrative of those
things which are most
surely believed among us;
just as those who from
the beginning were
eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word
delivered them to us,

43



"it seemed good to me’
also, having had perfect
understanding of all
things from the very: first,
to write to you an orderly
account, most excellent

Theophilus, that you may:

know the certainty of
those things in which you
were instructed.*

Luke 1:1-4

"For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ |
died for our sins according to the

Scriptures, and that He was buried, -
and that He rose again the third day )
according to the Scriptures, and that
He was seen by Cephas, then by the
twelve.

&
<l

12/26/2025
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"After that He was seen by over five
hundred brethren at once, of whom »
the greater part remain to the /{’;
present, but some have fallen 1&\
asleep. After that He was seen by "%
James, then by all the apostles.
Then last of all He was seen by me
also ..."

1 Cor. 15:3-8

Notice the Argument of
1Cor. 15




Scriptures, and that' He was buried, and that [52
Eleelln W il @&y according to the
Scriptures, and that He was seen ..."

+»Christ Died
»according to the Scriptures
»and He was buried

**Christ Rose
»according to the Scriptures
»and He was seen

-~ ™
"".:.' .Q,‘ ]

e s *umnmnwru»f1n?3
fn 12054 nuouom EPiErbing ]
=gt 'W“ 2.5 2t

LN ﬂomﬂhﬂﬂﬂ ‘ eay y

Blbllcal
Manuscnpts

F
O
|
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References
B Outside the Bible
to Biblical People,
Placesyand Events

‘!‘ | l,;.'\ Roman I-_Iisto rian|
&) Tacitus ,é
N (c. ADI55-120) |

The Annals of

BN Imperial Rome
=y .‘:" \ l" 7,
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Roman Historian
Suetonius

(c. AD 69-126)
The Twelve Caesars

12/26/2025

Jewish Historian
Flavius Josephus
(c. AD 37-100)
 Antiquities of
the Jews

48
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Christianity is
corroborated by
science.

- Some scientists argue that
the evidence shows that
the universerbeganito exist
' a finite time ago.

r=-——q5\ \5
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Some sc:entlsts rrgue

51
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Ruins ofiUr of the Chaldees

c2000/BC
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Ossuarny of €a

ol
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>John 20:24-31 <

NewiThomas, called the Twin,
) the twelve, was not with
when Jesus came. The
disciples therefore said
m), “We have seen the
2 So he said to them,
sil'see in His hands the
fithelnails, and put my
igeriintolthe print of the nails,
andiputmy hand into His side,
will'not believe."

Apologetics
can answer
honest
intellectual
questions.

12/26/2025
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i=John 20:24-31 <

nd after eight days His
iples were again inside,
lhomas with them. Jesus
e, the doors being shut,
istood in the midst, and

“Peace to you!” Then He
Thomas, "Reach your
erthere, and look at My
ds;tand reach your hand
pand putitinto My side.
‘Dornot'be unbelieving, but
believing.

i=John 20:24-31 <
ind'Thomas answered and

S Him, “My Lord and my
dl=Jesus said to him,
omas; because you have
seen:Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have
inot'seen and yet have
believed.”

57



i=John 20:24-31 <

truly;Jesus did many other
gn'siin' the presence of His
sciples, which are not written
istbook; but these are
ten'that you may believe

ithat'Jesus is the Christ, the
SonlefiGod, and that believing
yourmay:have! lifelin His name.

12/26/2025

Apologetics
can expose
dishonest
questions.

58
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.“"-'-*'--John 10:24-26 <
: |

p us in doubt? If You
Christ, tell us plainly.”
us answered them, "I
ou, and you do not

witness ofMe. {26} But you do -
notbelieve, because you are ¢
inot of My sheep, as |
said to you.

eticsvcan
y - )
__quild up the fﬂl‘).

of the believer.

59



12/26/2025

& Acts 18:24, 26-28/=>
"And when he desir_e_j:

through grace; for he
vigorously refuted the Jews
publicly, showing from) the
Scriptures that Jesus

is the Christ.”

But why.should we
accept the;B_lbIe\ as

60
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What‘ApoIogetlcs

'\ki

v ﬁCah t Do%

» Apologeties .ean't change the
heart.




Now a certain weoman named Lydia
heard us. Sheswvas a seller of purple
from the cityombblyatitaswho worshiped
God. (0)

ng: Moy Paul.

Acts 16:14

» Apologetics can't make everyone
believe.

12/26/2025
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"And some were persuaded
by the thmgs Wthh were

» Apologetics can't settle every
doctrinal issue. ;

63
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Classical Apologetics
Evidentialism
Presuppositionalism
Reformed Epistemology
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DIALOGUE

4 VI E w s James \,/:'\"/\hite‘. Ran:d}fl‘ Rauser

D N Presuppositionalism |Reformed ﬁpistemo/ogy

APOLOGETICS

L " i)
=N p ey b
- ! -

Richard'@' ‘fHowe Jona’thén Melatchie
Classie%]jﬂpﬁ'_éﬂgagetics jﬁmhdehﬂﬁm
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:Benjamin Breck\inridge W* i Archibald Alexander Hodge

- (1851-1921)3 / 5 .(.1823-1886)
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‘Benjamin Breckinridge; Warfiel
~ (1851-1921) ¢

Archibald A. Hodge
Renjamin B. Warfield

Introduction by Roger K. Nicole

‘skepticsiitis'not
to'begin with™
thelevidence which
immediately
establishes inspiration,
but we should first

establish theism, then
S | the historical credibility
\Watiel | ofithe Scriptures; and

‘Benjamin Brecli\inriqg'e 7
(Veei=teet). then,the divine origin
of:Christianity-*"
Hedge and Benjamin B. Warfield,
Baker Book House,
sbyterian Board of:

Archibald Alexander Hodge

'(.1 823-1886)

Archibald Alexander Hodge

'(.1 823-1886)

12/26/2025
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“Ini dealing with
skepticsiitiis'not
‘properitolbegin with
thelevidence which
immediately
establishes inspiration,
but we should. first
establish theism, then
the historical credibility

Benjamin Brecklnrldge Warf eI Of the Sc”ptures and Archibald Alexander Hodge
3 (1851-1921); / : then the dlvme orlgln '(.1823—1886)

“Inidealing with
skeptics itis'not
proper'to begin with
thelevidence which
immediately
establishes_ inspiration,
but we should. first
establish theism, then
the historical credibility:

Benjamm Brecklnrldge WET |eld Of the Scr’ptures and Arch|bald Alexander Hodge

(1851-1921))F .
fadhy

then theldivine origin o
r f Christianity.”

12/26/2025
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establish theisn&
the hlstorlcal credl

Benjamln Brecklnndge Warfleld

(1851-1921): /
A

enjaminB. Warfield,,
Baker Book House,
resbyterian Boardlof:

These two moves
were generally
counted as the

one step of
demonstrating

the truth of

Christianity.

12/26/2025

God
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Historicity
and inspiration
of the Bible
Uniqueness of Christ

Christianity:

Arguments for God's existence
Nature, Possibility and
Actuality of miracles

God

First principles of reality (metaphysics),
knowledge (epistemology), ethics (natural
law) and hermeneutics (meaning and language)

Eolihdation

lll. The Truth of Christianity
A. The Historicity of the Bible
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
C. What Does Jesus Say About the Bible?
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
L 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

1. The Existence and Attributes of God
[:> A. Theistic Arguments

1. Cosmological
2. Teleological (Design)
B. Philosophical Theology
1. Nature of God
2. God and Creation
I. Philosophical Foundation
A. Classical Empiricism (senses and intellect)
B. Nature of Reality (form/matter; act/potency)
C. Knowability of Truth (formal identity of
knower and known)
D. Laws of Logic
E. Types of Arguments

=

Historicity
and inspiration
of the Bible
Uniqueness of Christ

Christianity.

Vs o Etuodty
JolmWanwick Montgomery

lll. The Truth of Christianity
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
= 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

“The Case for
Inerrancy: A

Methodological

Analysis"”

R. C. Sproul
(1939-2017)
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lll. The Truth of Christianity

A. The Historicity of the Bible

1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?

Historicity B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?

and i“SPilr_ElﬁO" 1. Messianic Prophecies
of the Bible 2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
Uniqueness of Christ 3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic

Christianity

1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

It should be observed that this third
step in the Classical Model is largely
indistinguishable from the
Evidentialist Model.
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\ )N_,or:‘.rr-%ﬁ'gideisler
/ Qe2-2019)
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I Don't Have anugh

FAITH

to Be an

ATHETST

Norman L. Geisler
Frank Turek

STEALING

from

G@D

s |
Frank T}ll‘_ek Frank Tl'ure,lf
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COLD-CASE
CHRISTIANITY
J.WARNER

- WALLACE

. J. WARNER
WALLACE

A&UTHOR OF
COLO-CASE CHRISTIANITY
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A Defense of
Christianity

J.B Moreland

J. P. Moreland

Know Why

" You Believe
TR
J——

Paul % Little
- 92 5

-~

75



