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There are' many things that
are knowable by means of
our natural faculties (our
senses and Intellects) with
which God has
created us.

One does notthave to be an
astronomer to know when
the sun'is shining or a
botanist to know' a flower
when you see’one.
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But an in-depth analysis of
certain aspects of reality
requires'more deliberate

attention to a given discipline
aimed at the aspect.

-
4,

A ch:"ld can know what a flower is.

She knows that a flower
IS not a human.
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However, to delve deeper into the
physical nature of the plant on which
the flower is blooming, one would need
to understand botany.

To delve deeper still, one Would need fo
understand chemistry (to understand,
e.g., photosynthesis).
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And to delvedeepekr still, one would '
need to understand physics.

By parallel, 6"n”e..(|eed not be a
philosopherin order to know
certain things about God's
existence, God's attributes,
God's creation;, and God's
truths (i.e., theology).
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Nevertheles\at some point
where certain thlngs need a
deeper analysis or need to be
defended against critics, one
will need to utilize' sound
philosophy.

Suppose we wanted to account
for a number of other aspects of
the plant and the human.
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What makes a plant a plant and what
makes a human a human are their
respective natures.

etaphysics
” \ 5

L
.
‘\

We can know that one is a plant and the
other is a human by our senses
and intellect.

pistemology

g
5
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We value the human over the plant
because of the different kinds
of things they are.

Ethics

%
S
T =
(Y e

We insist that others value the human
over the plant and hold them
accountable when they do not.

Political Philosophy
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We know that neither the plant nor the
human can account for their own existence
but are created by God.

Philosophy of Religion
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s Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,

and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul

’s Truth, One Verse at a Time € LISTEN NOW ®o Y. 800-55-GRACE

RESOURCES STORE APPS ~ BLOG DEVOTIONALS SERMONS DONATE v

Philosophy or Christ?

Sermons & Colossians 2:8-10 2141 B Jul 11, 1976
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Tonight, we're going to look at Colossians chapter 2, verses 8-10 in our study. Colossians chapter 2, verses 8-
10. Really this is just the first part of a look at verses 8-15, which should be taken as a composite. You might

title our discussion tonight, our study tonight, Philosophy or Christ, because really that's what Paul is dealing
with in this passage. The word philosophy which appears in verse 8, “Beware lest any man spoil you through

and sophia
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# PRINT
by John MacArthur Wednesday, April 10, 2019 ®, Comments (11)
PDF
“It seemed like a good idea at the time.” That's a popular postmortem for a plan A% A RESET & SuEscRIBE
that has gone horribly wrong. In fact, well-intentioned ideas are behind almost
every financial shipwreck, abandoned project, and foreign policy failure that & VIEW ARCHIVE

happens in this world. And yet the quest for better ideas and fool-proof

philosophies continues unabated—even making incursions into the church.

Our English word “philosophy” is a transliteration of the Greek word philosophia, which literally means “the love of Blog Guidelines
human wisdom. In its broad sense it is man’s attempt to explain the nature of the universe, including the Respectful
phenomena of existence, thought, ethics, behavior, aesthetics, and so on. We value your comments, even your

disagreements, as long as you are
courteous and respectful. We'll remove
In Paul's time “everything that had to do with theories about God and the world and the meaning of human life anything unwholesome.

was called ‘philosophy’ . . . not only in the pagan schools but also in the Jewish schools of the Greek cities.” I The o
elpfu

first-century Jewish historian Josephus adds that there were three philosophies among the Jews: the Pharisees, the
We appreciate comments that are on

Sadducees, and the Essenes. [2] topic and contribute to the discussion;
expressing appreciation is also welcome.
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Nowsavailable in the

@hinistianyApologetics Journal JEIR CHRIVS“T o
V@Ho HT (Splng 2023). 55'91. ‘lSE Apologetics Journal

Providing a forum for scholarly articles contributing to the defense
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- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to

v'Is Paul talking about
philosophy as we use
the term toda }g,j\

v Slippose, for the s

N sake of argument
Christ. that he is ...

The Apostle Paul

16



“Beware lest anyone
cheatiyou through
philesophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and nmotaccording to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistlelto the Colossians

“Beware'lest anyone
cheatiyou through
philosephy and empty
deceit;according to the
tradiftion of men,
according to the basic
principlesiof the world,
and net-according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

8/9/2026 8:27 PM

v.Though infectious
diseases are not'torbe
trifled with, we are
grateful that
physicians learn about
them in order to help
us avoid getting sick
ortorhelp us get
cured:

17



“Beware lest anyone

cheat you through
philesophy and empty
deceitiaccording to the
tradition of men,
accornding to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to

PR "
Christ.
The Apostle Paul
Epistlelto the Colossians

"Good phiIoég‘pJny
must exist; ififordno
other reason,
because bad

philosophy needs
to be answered.' &

o,
["Learning in War-Time"in THe Weight.oaG/ory: A ,_,Q,Qj[_ect’fqh o
arperCollins,
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v/By:analogy, evenif

Paul'was warning‘us
to avoid philesophy,
we can be grateful
that Christian
philosophers learn
about philosophy in
orderito help us avoid
gettingi‘sick orto
helprustget “cured-*

18
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“But seeing that a teacher s ; .
of sacred Scripture mustat\" =
times oppose the '
philosophers, it is
necessary for him tormake
use of philosophy:”

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, Q. 2, art: 3.6, publishedias’
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions |-V of His Commentary. on the Defiinitatelof:
Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies; {1987);p

® ' . Thomas Aqumas
2 ]
(12 5 127@‘ =

"We cannot
properly [bewere
of philosophy
unless we
ewelre of
philosophy.™

| l
rm n GGISler ‘ [Norman L. Geisler, "Beware of Philosophy: A Warning to Biblical
Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March
982-2019 1999): 3-19 (18)]
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"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ.”

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

8/9/2026 8:27 PM

v'| do not believe that
Paul had philosophy
in mind as we use

the term today. '
L 4
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"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ.”

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

8/9/2026 8:27 PM

Another way. toliranslate the
Greek could be¥the philosophy
which is emptyideceit."”

Josephus usedithe term
'philosophyteirefer to the
doctrines of the Jewish sects.

The context is a warning about
an insidious legalism that
threatened the Colossians'’

liberty in Christ.
This legalism had an 'OMM
form of piety but was uselessyin

developing an inward character
of righteousness.

21
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(133-190) 3 5032 ! (354-430) (1499-1562)

S

John Calvin [ Stephen Charnock Francis*Turretin
(1509-1564) X683 (1628-1680) (1623-1687)

"There is thenlin
philosophy, theugh
stolen as thelfirelby;
Prometheus, a'slender
spark, capable’ofibeing

fanned into flameRa;
trace of wisdom}andian,

accessed 08/07/26]
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Athenagoras of Athens ] A i / AUgUSTINE e Peter Martyr*Vermigli .
[FEESTD) 50%2 . / (354-430) (1499-1562)

L
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John Calvin y Stephen Charnock Francis*Turretin
(1509-1564) o%1683) (1628-1680) (1623-1687)

"Moreover, if those who are
called philosophers, and
especially the Platonists,

have said aught that is true
and in harmony with our

faith, we are not only not to
shrink from it, but to claim
it for our own use from
those who have unlawful
possession of it."

[Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. from Select Library of Nicene 1 ‘ %
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Book 2, Chap. 40, §60. Aug u Stl n\e\“\'
From http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/augustine/ddc2.html, (354-430)

accessed 07/30/26]
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Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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AUgUSTINE e Peter Martyr*Vermigli J
(354-430) (1499-1562)

Francis*Turretin

Stephen Charnock
(1623:1687)

(1628-1680)

"But if the Lord has been
pleased to assist us by the
works and ministry of the
ungodly in physics, dialectics,
mathematics, and other similar
sciences, let us avail ourselves
of it, lest, by neglecting the
gifts of God spontaneously
offered to us, we be justly
punished for our sloth."

[John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.2.16, 2 vols., trans.
Henry Beveridge (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), vol. 1, pp.

236-237]

25
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"Therefore, in reading the
profane authors, the admirable
light of truth displayed in them

should remind us, that the

human mind, however much
fallen and perverted from its
original integrity, is still
adorned and invested with
admirable gifts from its
Creator."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.2.15, trans. Henry Beveridge,

John Calvin (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans), vol. 1, p. 236]
(1509-1564)

“"Shall we say that the
philosophers, in their exquisite
researches and skillful
description of nature were
blind? ... Nay, we cannot read
the writings of the ancients on
these subjects without the
highest admiration."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2.2.15, trans. Henry Beveridge,
(Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans), vol. 1, p. 236]

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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Athenagoras of Athens AUZUSTINE Peter Martyr*Vermigli d
(133-190) \ 502 ‘D 7 (354-430) (1499-1562) /

o) w 5
- -,

John Calvin Stephen Charnock FrancisTurretin

(1509-1564) . Bb21683) (1628-1680) (1623-1687)

"There are sundry cogent
arguments, which are taken
from external considerations
of the Scripture, that evince it
on rational grounds to be
from God. ... and ... are...
necessary unto the
confirmation of our faith
herein against temptations,
oppositions, and objections."

[John Owen, "The Reason of Faith," in The Works of John Owen, vol. 4,
(Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1967), 20]
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Athenagoras of Athens 1drje / AUgUStINE i Peter Martyr*Vermigli .
[FEESTD) 50%2 S (354-430) (1499-1562)
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John Calvin y Stephen Charnock Francis*Turretin
(1509-1564) / o%1683) (1628-1680) (1623-1687)

"Men that will not listen to
Scripture ... cannot easily deny
natural reason .... There is a o~
natural as well as a revealed :

knowledge, and the book of the ,,
creatures is legible in declaring

the being of a God ...." ‘J

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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"God in regard of his existence
is not only the discovery of
faith, but of reason. God hath
revealed not only his being, but
some sparks of his eternal
power and godhead in his
works, as well as in his word. ...

It is a discovery of our reason ...

and an object of our faith ... it is
an article of our faith and an
article of our reason."

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]
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"God has a personal spirit bod
7:9-14; 10:5-19); shape (Jn. 5:
(Phil. 2:5-7); image and likenes

(Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28; 1

11:7; Jas. 3:9). He has bodily |
as, back parts (Ex. 33:23), he
6:6; 8:21), hands and fingers (
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7), mout
12:8), lips and tongue (Isa. 30
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10), eyes (
18:24; 33:18), ears (Ps. 18:6),
face, arms (Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5

Finis Jenipings Dake 5:1-7; 22:4-6), and other bodi
1902%987

7:9-14; 10:5-19) (In. 5:
(Phil. 2:5-7)
(Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28;
11:7; Jas. 3:9)

' (Ex. 33:23)
? 6:6; 8:21)

Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7)

12:8) (Isa. 30
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (1P o
18:24; 33:18) (Ps. 18:6)
(Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-19; Rew:

Finis Jeniqi ngs Dake 5:1-7; 22:4-6)
1902 087

[Dake's Annotated Reference Bible, (Lawrenceville:|Dake! Bible Salesy

(G

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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PHILOSOPHIA CHRISTI

“Scripture also
frequently depicts God
as experiencing regret

... disappointment,
frustration, and
unexpected outcomes
... suggesting that the
future is to this extent
composed of
possibilities rather
than certainties.

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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“It is, | submit, more
difficult to conceive of
God experiencing
such things if the
future is exhaustively
settled in his mind
than if it is in part
composed of
possibilities.”

[Gregory A. Boyd, "Neo-Molinism and!the! Infinite

Intelligence of God," Philosophia Christi 5, No.1,
(2003):192]

i eves thl_l.il',li' I!i‘- PJ1!“I]:
E

GOD

oF THE PO SSIBLE

GREGORY A. BOYD

author of best-aelling Lettecs from o shepaic

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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"My agnostic
father ... asked me
why God would
allow Adolf Hitler
to be born if he
foreknew that this
man would
massacre millions
of Jews. ...

[Gregory A. Boyd, God'ofthe Possible (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2000), 98]

“"The only
response | could
offer then, and the
only response |
continue to offer
now is that this
was not foreknown
as a certainty at
the time God
created Hitler.*

[Gregony/A. Boyd, God ofithe!Possible (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2000), 98]

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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The TN e'éd (S
Fhilosoplﬁgz

The I xistenee of (od

Historicity
and inspiratio
fth BbI

of Christ

Chrlstlanlty

Arguments for God's
Nature, Possibili ty d
Actuality of miracles

God

First principles of reality (metaphysics),
knowledge (p tmol gy) ethics (natural
law) and hermen ing and language)

Eoundation

37
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Whethersound reason (i.es, good | d
philosophy) can say anything true Or
relevant about God’s existence and

nature is, of course, disputed among
Christians, including evangelical
Christians.

@ne oﬁimctlve feature of Classmal

Apologetics is its recognition of th"'
viability of Natural Theology.

38
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One c“ﬁlnctlve feature of Classicals =
Apologetics is its recognition ofithe -
viability of Natural Theology.

In order situate Natural Theology'in the
context of other notions of theology, we
must define a few categories.

Doctirines of
Special Revelation
and
Generall Revelation

39
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TihelRoctirine offReyvelaiion

s The doctrine of Revelation is not to be'
confused with the Book of Revelation:

*» Revelation is God making known to
mankind His divine person and.divine
" truths that would.otherwise be unknown.

It means “tounveil.”
-

TheDistinction’ o

General Revelation
and

Spemal Revelafion

40



8/9/2026 8:27 PM

Special Revelation

—
God making known
His through the Scriptures
Hislexistence) His nature and. His will
Hisnature; His' not necessarily
attributes; and'His knowable through
goodness General Revelation

P@m ﬂm I'tam ’f):il(&:ﬂa/‘@e M:W @ﬁ @1‘@(@1’1@@,, Mm,ertﬂ
Ps. 104:14-18; Cell. 1216175 P, 18x1; Ps. 76 L ﬂ@ 124185 2 Tiim. 8:16

Biblical Theology.

Sound/reason’s attendance to Scripture:

' 4

Systematic
Theology

Pre-evangelism
for.the lost
1 Peter:3:15

41
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1
But sanctify the Lo,r,c’; ‘God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks 'you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear

GenerallRevelation @[@@@ﬁa[ Rcvt;ﬂaﬁ@m

[Rem, 1205 [Rem. 281415 AS 145175 @F @'f@(@r@, wﬂn,erﬂ
RS0241451(54 1:16-17; Ps. 1€e1; Pe. €76 1 ﬂ@ 1218 2 Tinm. 16

4

Natural Theology, Biblical Theology
: m@ Sound reasons attendance to Scripture

l\ v 4
 ppobogetss I Systematic
S Theology

Pre-evangelism Strengthening of
for.the lost the saved
1 Peter:3:15 Acts 18:24-28

42
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& Acts 1 8:7%4 2(-28 «&
Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an

eloquent man and mighty in the'Scriptures, came to Ephesus.
.. {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through
grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly,
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

Fhilosophg
The Nature oﬁcocj
ITEr
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Richard (G. Howe, FHD
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The heavens declare '
the glory of God and

the flrmament shows

HIS handlwork

Psalm191 y _*
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The heavens declare

His nghteousness

and all the peoples
see HlS glory

w Psalm 97 6

& Nehemiah 9:6
Y You a/oncarc the LOK D, You have made
hea vern, 7—/76 heaven 01[ hea VEns, with all their
/7051‘ 777(3 carth ana/ cvcrybl;/ng on it 7—/76

seas and all t/rat /5 1_/_7 tAcm Ana’ You /orcscrvc
' t/uem all 7—/76 /7051!' of /7(36 ven wors/nps You.”
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B

Eflelcalses; " [ [ass to grow, for the cattle,

strengthens man 's’heart.
. " Psalm 104:14-15

EeWeralseraieimeniwithithersamelnatiie
astyeurandipreachitoryeuithatiyolishould
tunnifromitheseluselessithingsitorthelliving
Godwhoeimadetthe heavens thereanth;ithe
isearandlall'thingsithat arelin them), wholin
bygene generationsiallowediallfinationsite
Wl i el owin Wels: NEVERIEESS [nE
didinetleavelHimselfwithoutiwitness fin
thatifeldid'gead,fgavelusirainiiromiheaven
andifruitiulf'seasons;fillingloUrheantsiwith
food andigladness:
AcH4515547,
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5o (Uhere, Docss
the. Philosophy
Come/n?

"Anditheylheardithe sound of
the EORBIGodiwalking in the
garde'r’ﬂ:iﬁ“t:h elcool of the day,

' =Godlis Spirit; and those
Q : - whoiworship'Him must
Aworshiplin spirit and truth.*

andlAdamiand'his wife hid ﬁ

themselvestfrom the presence of.|
: 'l Yohn 4:24

y i

the LORD God among'the trees
of the garden." Gen. 3:8
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L

| v‘ r
y B s RIS,

mue I74-7
2 iBUt ithappened that nlght the;;he worndlefi the LORD came
to.Nathan, sayings(o}iGo and.tell My"s'é?vant David;y Thus
saysithe L@RBFWouldiyolkbuildtatholse. for Melto dwell
in2 {6 ForLhavelnefiawelt in' a'house since.the time thatyl
W “brought thelchildren of Israelfupifiom Egyptaevenitoithis
day; blitihave moved about im a tent and in"a tabernacle. {7}
Whereveril have moved about with; all the children offlsrael,
ha'\,e I'ever spoken a word‘te anyonel from the tribes of
ISraelfwhom l.commandedto shepherd My people Israel,

¥

saying, ‘Why have you not built Me' a house of.cedar?" "’

Isa 55: 12
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“For since the
creation of the world
His invisible attributes

are clearly seen, being
understood by the
things that are made,
even His eternal

power and Godhead." __
Rom. 1:20a 8 k

“For since the
creavion of the werld
His invicible a4r.butes
are clea.!\ <c.n, being
unders’. . by the

DRSSP TUE
e i His etcinal

pcivzr and Godhead. "

Rom. va e

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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As more toxic philosophical voices
have fogged the?onversation
throughoutthistory, _Elge need has
arisen torappealitordeeper issues in
philosophyito demonstrate God's
¥ existence and attributes¥:through the

things that are madefi(Rom. 1:20).

.—‘l

.
The conte’m?o'/‘f‘é@/ debate is not only
¥ between theism ame. atheism, but
®  (within the estensive @hristian faith)

also between, on thé one hana,
Classical -Theism'and, on the other
¥ hand, Theistic. Persoralism, Open
Theism, and (at'theiextreme)

Process Theology:
y
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Classical Theistic Open Process
Theism Rersonalism Theism Theology

CIL/ASSISAL [PRIILOS RN PR,ESS PHIEOSOPHY

"There are
certainly
passages in the
Bible that are
figurative and
portray God in
human terms.
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"You can
recognize them
because what is

said about God is
either ridiculous if
taken literally ... or
because the genre
ofitheypassageiyis
poetic-+

BoydNGodlofithelPossiblesAlBiblical
ntro; tolthel@peniViewlofiGod!(Grand
apidsiBakerBooks}2000);118]

What if the Cla%ﬂ
Theist said thatit’is
ridiculous to think®thai
God.,does notskneow;
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"You can
recognize them
because what is

said about God is

either ridiculous if
taken literally ... or
because the genre

of the passage;is
poetic.*

[GregonysatBoyd N Godlofithe, Possib/'e_‘:__A Biblicall
Introdtctionitolthel@peniViewlofiGod!(Grand
Rapids: Baker'Books;2000), 118]

“There'is'nothing
ridiculous or poetic
about the way the Bible
repeatedly speaks about
God changing his mind,
regretting decisions, or
thinking and speaking
about the future in terms
of possibilities. These
passages usually occur
within the historical
narrative sections of
Scripture.*

[Gregony! A Boyd, Godlofithe! Possible FABiblical;
Introduction:to.the ®@pen View, ofiGodl(Grand
Rapids#BakerBooks;2000),118]

Why should one think that the
passages occurring "within
the historical narrative
sections of Scripture™ have
anything to do whether there
is anything "ridiculous or
poetic” about how the Bible is
speaking about God?

After all, the Genesis 3 and
the 2 Samuel 7 passages are
both within historical
narrative sections of
Scripture.
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Christian Apologetics Journal. Volume 6. No. 1. Spring 2007
@ by Southern Evangelical Seminary 2007

DOES GENRE DETERMINE MEANING?
©2007 Thomas A. Howe, Ph.D.

FROM THE BEGINNINGS of the develops of the critical methodol
ogy. as it was being applied to the study of the Bible, understanding
the Bible as literature has become more mmportant and more central to
hermeneutics. As Jeffrey Weima remarks. “The past few decades have
witnessed a paradigm shift taking place in biblical smdies. The old
perspective that viewed Scripture as primarily a historical or theologi-
cal document has been replaced by a new conviction that the Bible is
literature and as such ought to be interpreted from a literary perspec-
tive. is notori fficult to identify what constitutes literature.
f several attempts at developing a defi-
st concluded.

A piece of writing may start off life as history or philosophy
and then come fo be ranked s literature; or it may start off as
literature and then come to be valued for its archacological
significance. Some texts are born literary, some achieve

Thomas A. Howe Is Professor of Bible and Bidlical Languages at
Southern Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte, NC.

1

“Theylonly/strikel'some

as ridiculous because
these readers @
theltextal
eRAwWhal
imusbelikeXolle:
one is free from this

preconception, these
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
GodlinithelBible'#

[Gregory/AYBoydGodlofithelRossibledAlBiblicalk
Introductionktolthel@peniViewiofiGoal(Grand
Rapids: BakerBooks)2000), 18=119emphasistin
original]

Thomas' Howe

Southern Eva}ﬂ‘gelical Seminary

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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“Theylonlyistrike'some

as ridiculous because

these readers [oing) (@
the}texdal

efAwhal

@od) st e e Once GUIETY AS
one is free from this
preconception, these C H A R G E D ’

passages contribute to s
the exalted portrait of

thellovinglyisovereign
God'inithe}Bible's

[GregonyfASBoydNGodlofitherRossibleAlBiblicall
Introductionttolthel@pentViewiofiGodl(Grand
Rapids:#BakerBooks}2000); 118119 emphasisiin
original]

“Theylonlyistrikelsome

as ridiculous because 4
these readers [bfing @ But, from where

the}texial :
preconception of wihat m{'ght one getlsuch a
@od must be [se. Once preconception of

one is free from this

: what God must be
preconception, these _
passages contribute to like* that he could
th Ited trait of .
st il bring. to the text?

thellovinglyisovereign

H H ([
Godiin the!Bible: -
[GregonyrABoydNGodiofitherRossibleFAIBiblicall
Introductionttolthel@pentViewioiGodl(Grand 3

Rapids:BakerBooks;2000); 118119 emphasistin
original]
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The heavens declare The heavens declare

the glory of God; and His righteousness,

the firmament shows and all the peoples
His handiwork. see His glory.

Psalm 976,

iy
ftlll %Hlu'h’ um"u

the ork G rhe Iaw wr:tteﬁ--

theril.a I

akes glad the eaﬂl oFnggs
face shine, and bread which
thens man'sheart.
Psalm 104:14-15

power and Godhead. ;
1:20a

L ___A u‘ %/ g._gRom:

ki
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“They:only!strikef'some
as ridiculous because
these readers bring to
the text a
preconception of what
God must be like. @@
is}fiiee this;
[preceneEiten, these
passages contribute to
the exalted portrait of
thellovinglyisovereign
God.inithelBible™

[GregonyfASBoydNGodlofitherRossibleAlBiblicall
Introductionttolthel@pentViewiofiGodl(Grand
Rapids:#BakerBooks}2000); 118119 emphasisiin

original]

“My‘fundamental
thesis is that the
classical theological
tradition became
misguided when,
under the influence
of Hellenistic
philosophy, it
defined God's
perfectioniinistatic;
timelessiterms:*

[Gregony ay BoydNGadlofithelPossibledAiBiblical
Introductionttolthel®@pentView!ofiGodl(Grand
Rapids:BakerBooks;i2000);:7]

8/9/2026 8:27 PM

- —

Given that this
‘breconception of what
God must be like”* comes
from our encolnter with
God's creation before we
read Scripture, how.is: it
possible for one'torget
‘freel from this
preconception? ‘

| v
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“Doesn’t'every’'page
of the Bible paint a
portrait of God who
experiences things,
thinks things, and
responds to things
sequentially? Every
verb applied to God
in_the Bible testifies
to this'

Godlofithe P SibledABiblicalk
elOpenViewloflGodl(Grand
G0KS

12000) 311> 132]

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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poes god ever change uis mind?
oF THEPOSSIBLE

GBEGORY A. BOYD

author of best-selling Letters from a skepti

*He'says here'[Jer."18:8,
10] (and many other
places), 'l change my

mind." How could he say
it any clearer? If this

passage doesn't teach us
that God can truly
change his intentions,
what would a passage
that did teach this look
like?

8/9/2026 8:27 PM
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*I"'suggest'that if this text
isn't enough to convince
us that God's mind is not
eternally settled, then our
philosophical
presuppositions are
controlling our exegesis
to a degree that no text
couldiever teach us this.
People who affirm the
divine,authority. of
Scripture do not wantito
be guilty of this'charge.*

Gregony AT BoydrGodlofithelRassibleiDees
God!EverChangelklisiMind2(GrandiRapids:
Baker, 2000); 78"

"God has a personallspiritibody;
7:9-14; 10:5-19); shape (Yn= )5
(Phil. 2:5-7); image andilik
man (Gen 1: 26 9:6; Ezek:

8:3-6; Heb. 1:10; Rev:i5:=
(Num. 12:8), lips and tongue
feet (Ezek: 1:27; Ext24:10);
11:4; 18:24; 33:18), ears (Ps*
head, face arms (Dan:7: 9-1

parts

Dake, NT, p. 97.
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o |sa 30:27 <=

Behold, the name of the LORD comes
from afar, Burning with His anger, And
His burden is heavy; His lips are full of
indignation, And His tongue like a
devouring fire.

"I'suggest that if this text
isn't enough to convince
us that God has lips and

a tongue, then our
philosophical
presuppositions are
controlling our exegesis
to a degree that no text
couldiever teach us this.

People who afflrm the
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THC'"N e'éd { o
Fhilosoplﬁgz

Hermeneutics

THC*N c.cd (O
Fhi losoph Y

Frinciples off ]nterpgstation
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TH@ é}:d (S
Fhilosoplﬁgz

Frinciplcs of Bib]ical ]ntcrpretation

"We must getiour
R EES
from the Bible

otherwise weire
lost in
relativism/*

(caller tolradioktalkgshow)
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FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
Z f)/))iﬁ// cal
INTERPRETATION

e ——

R -

: Thomas'Howe
, THOM/A\S HO\X/E Southern Ev?a??q:elical Seminary
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