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THE New

Testament
DOCUMENTS

= 12 ‘Bltice
(1910- 1799@)\%

—

e
“That Christianity:has
its roots in history.is

emphasized.in'the
O VA S CEIAES
creeds, which fix the
supreme revelation of:
God at a particular
pointin time when

(1910-199‘_\9)\///'
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-~ “Jesus Christ, His only.
Son our'Lord ...
suffered under Pontius
Pilate:* This historical
‘'once-for-all-ness* of
Christianity, which
distinguishes it from
those religious: and
philosophical systems

“which are not
specially related to'any.
particular time, makes

the reliability of the
writings which purporit
to record this
revelation' a question of
first-rate importance.*

[EXEXBruce; ThelNew: Testament: Documents: Are: They: Reliable? (Grand
Rapids:WilliamiBEerdmans Rublishing; 1988));:8]
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The O ver-all

. isfalbasicallygreliable
o Historicity of the Bible

sty
Om the besis of ihls, we heve

ISUtficiengevidencereo thet Who Is Jesus?
Jesus Christ s Son off Goal.

aﬂ@ ChliSteachesyhalthe ‘Thellnspirationfand =
@ is the Word of God. Inerrancy; ofithe Bible

e
of God and Christianity is true.  [BASHULLHICRChTiStianity,
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Is the New Testament that we have
today an accurate copy of the
original New Testament?

« Do we have what they wrote? <

This is an historical question involving the
task of examining the reliability of the New
Testament documents with regard'to their
transmission.down to us through history.




Did the events attested to in the
New Testament really happen?

« [s what they wrote true? <

This is an historical question involving the
task of examining corroborating evidence
and judging the plausibility of
eyewitness testimony.
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In many instances, the test
for the truth of a claim will
differ'according to the kind of
thingrabout which the
claim is made.
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Different aspects of reality
require different methods of
inquiry and tools of analysis.

— " L‘ * \ , X /I
Qluestlons of'-mathematics
-
sequire methods of inquity.
and tools o;‘)lan?_lys
-—'approprlate for the
/
/ mathematlcal aspects

of reality.

S
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Questions of natural science
require methods of jinquiry

/a'n’d/t‘ools of‘an\aﬁlys't‘\
appropriate for th e physical

aspects of re eality.
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Confusion and error can
arise when assumptions from
one aspect masqueraderas a
question’in different aspect.

What if someone argued that the account
could not be historically accurate because it
is impossible for a human to walk on water.

What assumption'is being made?

miraclesgakeynogpesSsible

The question of whether miracles are
possible is what kind of question?
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philosophical
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o Papyrus <

pl., papyri; paper manuscript made
from the papyrus plant; eitherin the
form as'scrollsi(long sheets rolled onto
stick) or as codices (books)
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variations or'\wording rotnaiin
differentmantsecripts
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Sellncialsi=,

from ther Eatintfor=attwelfthipart2arbeok-hand*
styleroftwritingiusedsin, Eiteranawerks: (as
opposed torarcursiverstylesuseatinteveryday.
decuments); more. formal,sdeliberate; carerully
executed letters,  sometimestreferred toras
majuscules’ (all’.capitals)

] gl R 1 5 LA LA

CodexdSinaiticus
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n
o Mmku-scwules cY)

fromither Eatintfor® rather smallﬂ*"a'sty/e of writing
initiated aboutithe begmnmg.of the 9th century,
created for'the' productiontoffbooks; " more of a
‘running-hand" whichiwas a maodified form of
cursiversecript smallerithanthesunecial style
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-
manuscripts conta/n/ng~se‘lectlons"of passages

of Scripture in: proper seq'uéﬁée,abp@/nted to be
read on Sundays:and‘otherholy! daysiin the

Christian, year

Epistolary

Ephesians 19, 20, 21
Italy, ca.1450
University of Colorado
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??Do We Ha ve
What Theyb
qute 72

We begin to understand the
integrity of the New
Testament text when we
compare it with other works
of antiquity whose integrity is
seldom called into question.

23
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We want to see how the New
Testament compares with other
ancient works in two areas:

1. The time-gap between the oldest extant
manuscript and the date of the original writing

2. The number of extant manuscripts

' - :
The, Importance of. «
the Time;Gap |\,

.

Vo
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No original manuscripts of the New
Testament exist since they were made
of material that easily disintegrated.
Copies of the originals were made and
disseminated.

Copies of the copies were made and
disseminated. As older copies
disintegrated, a time-gap began to
appear between the date of the original
composition and the oldest extant copy.
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Generally, the narrower the time-gap
between a copy and the date of original
composition, the less one would

suspect that variations had crept in.

Author Written Earliest Copy Time Gap

Homer c. 400 BC c. 400 yrs. 2,200

Herodotus 480-425 BC c. 1,350 yrs. 8
Thucydides 460-400 BC c. AD 900 c 1,300 yrs. 8
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 BC c. 900 AD c. 1,000 yrs. 10

. History of 3 4th cent. (partial) . 400 yrs.
Livy Rome 89 BC-AD 17 mostly 10th cent. . 1,000 yrs. 20

Tacitus Annals AD 100 c.AD 1,100 . 1,000 yrs.

. Natural
Pliny History AD 61 -113 . 750 yrs.

Suetonius 9 Wie AD75-160 | c. AD 950 . 800 yrs.
Caesarun
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St. John Fragment

(formerly known as the John Rylands Fragment)

W0 -first dated to c. 100-150 AD
| *most recently dated to AD 200

*located in the John Ryland
Library of Manchester, England

*oldest known fragment of the
New Testament

 contains fragments of the
gospel of John

 within 110 to 130 years of the

recto Verso original
part of John 18:31-33 part of John 18:37-38

St. John Fragment

(formerly known as the John Rylands Fragment)

i) "The Fragment is widely
. regarded as the earliest portion
of any New Testament writing
ever found. It provides us with
invaluable evidence on the
spread of Christianity in the
provinces of the Roman
Empire in the first centuries of
our era.”

[https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/rylands/special-
collections/exploring/guide-to-special-collections/st-john-

recto Voreo fragment/what-is-the-significance/, accessed 01/11/24]

part of John 18:31-33 part of John 18:37-38
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John Rylands Fragment (P>2)

John 18:31-33
recto

oi loudai hami[n]
"... the Jews, "For us ..." (v. 31)

oudena hina 6 I[ogos]
"...no one in order
that the saying..." (vv.

“otloyson HUUN &
A——OYAENO! INOL O AOT'OX
+——EINEN SHUOINON

eipen samaino[n]

AHO@NI‘IEKEIN\ ;".,:.I;I;)said, signifying..."
11 p a 1% i 10 NO IIOC ALV E:pg%t)hnéskein "..die..."
T omicron not visible : \ o .
e ity opseredK 0L EITTE Feractortum (1. 33
IO’US?{(DV ;(:[23¢;ip[en] "...and said..."

iota partially obscured

or elided (left out) [louda]io[n] "...Jews..." (v. 33)

John Rylands Fragment (P>2)

John 18:37-38

[to]uto yeyennamai verso
... this | was born... (v. 37)

[kos]mon hina mart[draso]
"...world in order

that | should
testify..." (v. 37)

TOVTO YEYEVVIUOLL (ftor &
KOZWLON INA [LOPTY PHEQ —{Us8iT

ek tas alathelia]

"...of the truth..."—— T r
(v. 37) ks (XKHQE‘};’"XC)” and kappa——
[llegei autd /AEFEI OLYT(1) ——areobscured—|

"...said to him..." (v. 38) 1\ pmos A ———

kai touto
"... and [when he had said OYZ IOYAAIYZ
this ... " (v. 38) 01)88“106\/

tous loudaious "... the Jews ... " \
(v. 38) [oud]emi[an] "... no ... (v. 38)"

1/15/2026
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"Had this little fragment been
known during the middle of the
past [19t"] century, that school
of New Testament criticism that

was inspired by the brilliant
Tubingen professor, Ferdinand
Christian Baur, could not have
argued that the Fourth Gospel

g

was not composed until about V
the year 160."
Cortpton, arlRsz Ao T s T AT U Bruce Metzger

1968), 39] — 191 4-2007)

«dated early 3rd century AD

+in the Chester Beatty collection in Dublin,
Ireland

part of P46 is owned by the University of
Michigan

*major portions of the New Testament

+original codex contained 220 leaves

P45 contains much of the Gospels and
Acts (oldest known)

P48 contains the Pauline Epistles (oldest
known)

+P47 contains Revelation

29
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Bodmer Papyrus

« earliest copies of Luke, Jude, First & Second Peter
« at the Bodmer Library in Geneva, Switzerland
* contains 88 papyri manuscripts
« part of an extensive collection that contains both
Greek and Coptic and both secular and sacred texts
* contains
v P% (shown here) - most of the Gospel of John
(AD 200)
v P72 - Jude, the Epistles of Peter, Psalms 33 and
34 in Greek (3rd cent.)

v P74 - Acts virtually complete and the General
Epistles (James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude)
in fragmentary form (6th or 7th cent.)

v P75 - most of Luke and John (2nd or 3rd cent.)
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Codex Vaticanus (B

AD 325-350

* in the Vatican Library, Rome, Italy

» 759 extant folios (first twenty
original folios are missing; a part of
folio 178, and ten folios after fol.
348)

« contains most of the Bible (except
most of Gen., Heb. 9:14 to the
end, the Pastoral Epistles,
Revelation

[http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-b.html, accessed 01/11/24]

30



1/15/2026

Codex Sinaiticus

AD 340

*oldest complete New Testament in
existence

*named after the Monastery of Saint
Catherine, Mount Sinai, where it had
been preserved until the middle of the
nineteenth century

*400 leaves

*leaves measure 380 mm x 345 mm (15
inches x13.5 inches)

[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 01/11/24]

+in four institutions

v'the British Library (principle portion of
347 leaves)

v'the Library of the University of Leipzig
(43 leaves)

v'the National Library of Russia in Saint
Petersburg (parts of six leaves )

v'the Holy Monastery of the God-
Trodden Mount Sinai (Saint
Catherine’s) (further portions)

[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 01/11/24]
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Codex Sinaiticus

econtains
v'The entire New Testament

v"The number of the books in the New
Testament in Codex Sinaiticus is the
same as that in modern Bibles in the
West, but the order is different.

v'The Letter to the Hebrews is placed
after Paul's Second Letter to the
Thessalonians, and the Acts of the
Apostles between the Pastoral and
General Epistles.

https://codexsinaiticus.org/en/codex/content.aspx, accessed 01/11/24]

* contains
v'half of the Old Testament, i.e., the
Septuagint (missing Genesis — 1
Chronicles)

v'OT Apocrypha (2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith,

1 & 4 Maccabees, Wisdom and
Sirach)

v'two early Christian texts (an epistle by
an unknown writer claiming to be the
Apostle Barnabas; The Shepherd of
Hermas)

[http://codexsinaiticus.org/en/, accessed 01/11/24]
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Codex Alexandrinus (A
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receives its name from Theodore

Beza, the friend and successor of

John Calvin

the University of Cambridge,

obtained it as a gift from Beza in

1581

text is Greek and Latin

10 x 8 inches

contains:

v the Gospels with select verses
missing in the order of Matthew,
John, Luke, Mark (only Luke is
complete)

v Acts
a few Latin verses of 3 John

Snvre Feyen picer e ae

& TOICNEPpEY TN <

AD 450

* in the British Library

earliest known location was Alexandria, Egypt
It contains the entire Greek Bible, except
Matthew 1:1 through 25:6, John 6:50 throug
8:52, and 2 Corinthians 4:13 through 12:6.
some early Christian writings including the
first Epistle of Clement, and the second
Epistle of Clement up to 12:4.

773 leaves (originally 822) are thin vellum, 12
3/4 inches high by 10 inches broad

Each page has two columns of 49 to 51 lines.

[http://www.bible-researcher.com/codex-a.html, accessed 01/15/22]
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“The interval then
between the dates of
original composition

and the earliest
extant evidence
becomes so small as
to be in fact
negligible,

“and the last
foundation for any
doubt that the
Scriptures have
come down to us
substantially as they
were written has now
been removed.

Sir Frederic Kenyon
(1863-1952)

14

Sir Frederic Kenyon
(1863-1952)

1/15/2026
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“Both the
authenticity and the
general integrity of

the books of the New
Testament may be
regarded as finally
established."”

[iThelBiblerand Archeology: (New: York: Harper & Row, 1940), 288ff.]

(19102 1‘9&9‘\%

Sir Frederic Kenyon
(1863-1952)

rie New

Testament
DOCUMENTS

1/15/2026
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“The evidence for our
New: Testament writings
isiever'so much greater.

than the evidence for

many; writings of:
classical authors, the
authenticity of which no
one dreams of
questioning.

“And. if the New.
Testament were
collection of secular
writings; their
authenticity. would
generally:be'regarded as
beyond all doubt:*

‘he:Newiilestament: DocumentsiArerThey:Reliable? (Grand Rapids:
WilliamiB: EerdmansiRPublishing, 1988); 5.

y

(1910-1‘-’99‘@).‘,4

1/15/2026
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The morelmanuscriptsiwelhave
of a document,theribetterwerare
abletorcross-checksvariant
readings:in. orderto reconstruct
the original reading.

1/15/2026
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'
Thelscienceloficomparing
variantireadingsyrinicopiesiof-an

ancient documentiniorder to

ascertain theioriginalireading'is
called textual criticism.
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"A variant is simply the
difference in wording found
in a single manuscript or
group of manuscripts (either
way, it's still only one
variant) that disagrees with
a base text. ... The
estimates today are closer
fo 400,000."

[Daniel B. Wallace, "The Number of Textual Variants: An Evangelical
Miscalculation," https://danielbwallace.com/2013/09/09/the-number-of-
textual-variants-an-evangelical-miscalculation/, accessed 01/14/22]

}\

Danlel B. Wallace

Most of the variants are
spelling variatio:%.

Most of the spellmg

variations are the

e

movable v (nu).
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apBible

aj apple
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Author Written | Earliest Copy | Time Gap

Homer ] c. 400 BC c. 400 yrs.

Herodotus ] 480-425 BC c. AD 900 c. 1,350 yrs.
Thucydides j 460-400 BC c.AD 900 ¢ 1,300 yrs.
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 BC c. 900 AD c. 1,000 yrs.

. History of i 4th cent. (partial) c. 400 yrs.
Livy Rome 89 BC-AD 17 mostly 10th cent. c. 1,000 yrs.

Tacitus Annals AD 100 c.AD 1,100 c. 1,000 yrs.

Pliny Natural History | AD 61— 113 c. AD 850 c. 750 yrs.

De Vita

Suetonius Pestnbisan ] AD 75 - 160

UncialsF Aeusmee ivet)
Mlnuscules 3. 936

Lectionaries 2453
fotal: >5851
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Eatin'Vulgate 10,000+
Ethiopic 2,000+
Slavic 4,101
Armenian 2,58
Syriac Pashetta 350+
Bohairic 100
Arabic 15

L e SR

OldfIEatin®

Anglo Saxon
Gothic
Sogdian
OldiSyriac
M ER
Erankish
Total

1/15/2026
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“To date, more than one
million quotations of the
NT by the church fathers

have been tabulated.
These fathers come from
as early as the late first
century all the way to the
middle ages."”

- | Daniel.B. Wallace
["An Interview with Daniel B. Wallace on the New Testament Manuscripts," ' n®

http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2012/03/21/an-interview-with-daniel-b-
wallace-on-the-new-testament-manuscripts/, accessed 01/11/24]
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THE

CENTER(OR THESTUDY
NEWTESTAMENT
MANUSCRIPTS
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The (Center FOR THE STUDY OF
NEW TESTAMENT (Manuscripts

Preserving Ancient New Testament Man

"Essential Christian
beliefs are not affected
by textual variants in
the manuscript
tradition of the New
Testament.”

[Bart Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the
Bible and Why (New: York: HarperCollings, 2005), appendix, as cited in
Daniel Wallace, "Has the New Testament Been Hopelessly Corrupted?"
in Stephen B. Cowan and Terry L. Wilder, eds., In Defense of the Bible: A

Comprehensive Apologetic for the Authority of Scripture (Nashville: B&H B a rt E h rm a n
Academic, 2013), 161]
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Is What They
\Wrote Tru e?
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7 Agwering the critics
by responding to the
reasons against
believing the
testimony of the New
flestamentywriters
- e

Making the case b’
giving the reasons for
believing the
testimony of the New
Testament writers

A - -

—
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Responding, to theﬁ?easons Against

1. Their.claims are too! fantastic (for example, that Jesus rose from the dead).
) -
Peo_;;"l‘e, from the ancientiworld were not interested in accurate history.

The‘ _de iliy of Christ wasithe result of a close vote among church leaders
convening at the Councillof Nicaea in 325 AD.

The Gospels were written much later and cannot be trusted to give an accurate
accountiofithe life of: Je‘,sfus.

.

The story of Jesus isimore accurately containediwithin the' Gnostic documents

\ than in the New Testament. These Gnostic documen.ts,,-;show a mere human

Jesus.

6. “Iheiwriters were readinglibackfintolthellife’and teachingsiofidesusstheir own

con eerns and desires. ‘ ‘

7. There are no extra-biblical (i.e:, outsid _ethe Bible) references to New'Testament:
people or events.

A

eir claims are

too fantastic (for
example, that

Jesusrrose from
mthe de'afﬁi)g

1/15/2026
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Whether or not these
types of events (such as
a resurrection) can
occur is het an historical
guiestion but a

philosophicéaliene.

~

People from the
ancient world

were not
inter.ested in
accurate
el

™ history, ™
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“7"/76 writings from other
historians show that ancient
people understood the
differences between history
and myth.

This is especially true with the

Hebrewamindset (within which
INew™Testamentywas birthed
| - /

which understee@ the
sacredness of history.

John Burrow
(1935-2009)
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“The central concerns—
above all with history as
truth-telling and, at least as
an ideal, as free from
bias—were already very old
ones and, though shaken,
are still in some sense with
us, for those of us for
whom a distinction
between say, history and
imaginative fiction is still
an important one.

“In this view Herodotus
was taking an important
step in distinguishing his
own Histories from the
work of the poets, and
Thucydides, though he may
have judged unfairly, was
invoking relevant criteria
when he sneered by
implication at Herodotus as
belonging with authors less
concerned to tell the truth
than to entertain
the public. ...

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

John Burrow
(1935-2009)
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"Of course, in the history of
historiography zeal for
truth had been a spectrum
rather than an absolute—
truth mattered, fairly
obviously, more to
Polybius than to Livy—but
someone who wholly and
perhaps willfully falls of the
negative end of the scale ...
counts rather as a parodist
or imitator of history."

[A'History of Histories: Epics, Chronicles, Romances
and.Inquiries from Herodotus and Thucydides to the

"Twentieth: Century.(New. York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2007),
XiV=XV]

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

T@ deity of Christ
was the result of a
close vote among
church leaders
conyvening at the
coluncil ofilNicaea in
" 325 ADY &
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Thdivinity of Jesus was
afirmed long before
Constantine and the

Council of Nicaea.
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"God Himself
being manifested
In"human form for

the renewal of
eternal life."

(Epistle to the Ephesians, 19)
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“.. the Logos
EHimself, who took
shape, and
became man, and
was called Jesus
Christ ..."

(First Apology 5)

“..the Father of
the universe has a
Son; who being
the logos and

Eirst-begotten is
also God"

(First Apology 63:15)
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FTWIN BROURS SERIES
TWIN BROOKS SERIES

THE
APOSTOLIC
FATHERS

Joseph'Barber Lightfoot .

Translated and Edited (1 828-1 889)
by J. B. LIGHTFOOT

: DR. NORMAN
GEISLER
SYSTEMATIC
. - - THEC THEOLOGY
e '
VOEUMETWE

\ —1 GOD

--‘i!.‘.
vf CREATION
‘ GEISLER GEISLEF
_‘ "THEOLOGY [Hml(u,\"
-y

DR. NCRMAN

Norm L Gelsler
(1932:20119)

CHURCH
SALVATION LAST THINGS
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Norma"ﬂglsler
(1932:20119)

Destroyer

of the

1

Larr}-' W. Hurtado

1/15/2026

DR. NOBMAN

GEISLER

THEOLOGY

VOLUMETWO
GOD
CREATION
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"Christianity did not
become successful
through Constantine
giving it imperial
approval. Instead,
Constantine adopted
Christianity because it
had already,become so

sue’eess-ful (?"évspite
__eadr ie refforts to
destroy the¥moyement.”

[Destroyer of the Gods: Early Christian Distinctives
in the Roman World (Waco: Baylor University
Press, 2017), 5]

LORD JESUS
CHRIST

LARRY W. SHURTADO
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How on Eafth. "
Did Jesus®
Become
aGod?

Historica
Questions
about
Earliest

(

"
H [

,‘t

EERY WE Hurc-él‘@l@
1943-20@)‘
B
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convened June 19, 325
considered the First Ecumenical'€ouncil

convened by the Roeman Emperor
Constantine in Nicaea in Bithynia (now
|znik, Turkey)

around 300 church leaders present

Arnias (Wheiregarded Jesus as a
suberdinate’god and of a similar
substance! (0[lotoveLog, /
hemoiousies) to'the Father)

Athanasius (Whoe'regarded Jesus
as co-equal and of the same

¥ substancel (OUEOVEOG /

¥ homeousios) as the Fathern)
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There was no "vote" on the deity. oft Christ.

The Bishops were asked to sign'the final

conclusion of the council—whichraffirmed

the full deity of €hrist—and only 2 out of
the 300 or so refused.

This is far from the “close vote" that The Da
Vinci Code claims.

Coneclusions

v All the church fathers before Nicaea
acknowledged the deity of Christ.

v The church fathers often defended the
deity of Christiagainst the heresies that
denied it.

v Nicaea formalized what the Chureh
already believed and was defending.
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Tlg@ Gospels were
written much later
and cannot be
frusted toigive an
accurate account
of ‘he life"ofgdesus.

Tvl@ four Gospels of the
New Testament were
attested to long before

Constantine and Nicaea.
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& Epﬁwﬁ Barnabas (c. 70-79)

< Diaaelae (c. 70-130)

% Papiasi(c. 70-163) Interpretation of the
Oracles of the Lord

% Josephus' Antiquities (93-94)

% Clement of Rome (c. 95-97) Epistle to the
Corinthians

% Epistles of Ignatius (c. 110-117)
NACUSH(CHNT 30%2) Against Heresies

185-254) HoMMuke‘

¢ Muratorian Canon (late 2nd Century)

S@ve scholars give the

four Gospels relatively

early dates, even within
the first century.
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John AT
Robinson

REDATING
THE NEW
e

JohgWalvoord W TESTMENT Roy/ B Buck
@& 102002) (1932-2013)
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THE NEW
TESTAMENT

BART D. EHRMAN

OXFORD

ANSWERS 7otve QUESTIONS
EVERYONE'S ASKING

1/15/2026
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“"The Nicene Creed
puts iniprecise
philesophicaliand
theological
language what had
been expressed in
more general terms
for years. It also
affirmed which texts
taught such views.

"What is more, the
fouzgospels
hlghllghted a %"IS
counc:l had been
solidly established
and recognized in
these communities
for more than a
century before

Nicaea.

Darrell"L. Bock o

Darrell"L. Bock o
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"The vote at Nicaea,
rather than
establishingjthe
church's beliefs}
affirmed and
officially recognized
what was already
the church'’s
dominant view."

[Breaking the Da Vinci Code: Answers to the
Questions Everyone's Asking (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson Publishers, 2004), 102]

Darrell »L'. Bock &

7@’9 story of Jesus is
more accurately
contained within the
Gnostic documents than
in the New Testament.
Thes'e Gnostic
cuments show a mere

.human Jesus.‘

1/15/2026
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Tgnostic documents
are later than the New
Testament. They show a
cosmic non-human
Jesus.

X%
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“An absolute gold mine of the literature of Gnosticism.”
—Los Angeles Times

TaEe NAG
HAMMADI
LIBRARY

THE DEFINITIVE TRANSLATION
OF THE GNOSTIC SCRIPTURES
COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME

JaAMES M. RoBINSON

GENERAL EDITOR

i,
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he Hammadl documentts were

, dls%:?avefrr}e&g byﬂ Wuhammad Ali ln 1 945 in

| RS- Waicave ini the Egyptian desert’

® They arer8th Century.
Coptic translations of
original'Greekidocuments
dating fromithe 279 to the
4'h Centuries.
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- - -

& They arel8th Century.
Coptic translations of
original'Greekidocuments
dating fromithe 229 to the
4t Centuries.

*They consiist of twelve
codices (books) and eight
leaves from a'thirteenth.
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- - -

® Thererare,fifty-two
separateitractates.
Eliminating duplication,
this amounts}to' forty-five
separate titles.

- Codex Il

-SlihelApocryphoniofiJohn

- “IhelGospel offThomas

» TheiGospel ofiRhilip

+ The Hypostasis ofithefArchons

« On the Origin of thelWorld

« The Exegesis on the Soul

 The Book of Thomas the Contender

74



- Codex i

iihelApocryphonfofiJohn

The Gospel of Thomas

The Gospel of Philip

The Hypostasis ofithefArchons

On the Origin of the! World

The Exegesis on the Soul

The Book of Thomas the Contender

- Codex VI

ilihe Acts of Peterandithe Twelve Apostles
Mihe Thunder, Perfect Mind
Authoritativefileaching

The Concept of OurgGreat:Power
Republic by Plato’ (588A -'589B)

The Discourse on the Eighth and Ninth
The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Asclepius 21-29

1/15/2026
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- Codex VI

ihe Acts' of Peterandithe Twelve Apostles
hhel Thunder, Perfect!Mind
Authoritativetileaching

ThelConcept of OugGreatiPower
Republic by Plato (588A - 589B)

The Discourse on the Eighthiand Ninth
The Prayer of Thanksgiving

Asclepius 21-29

P— - —

Slhough theyiare sometimes
called “secretis documents, the
texts'were no“‘secret.” Their
content has been known from
the critical v'vritings of the
Church Fathers of the 2nd to
4th Centuries.
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- - -
Nevertheless; the find does let

usihear the views set forth by
those who held them.

The teachings ofithe documents
are a combination of Christian
themes and Gnosticism.

—-— - —
Eor this reason, they are often

referred torasithe Gnostic
Gospels onGnostic writings.

However, onlyifive of the forty-
five works are in any since of
the term 'gospels.’
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» Other Coptic Gnostic
documentsihave also been
found aparntifrom the Nag
Hammadi"documents that are
sometimes grouped together
with them in translations (e.g.,
The Gospel of Mary; discovered
in 1896.)

1/15/2026
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The term ‘gnosticism’
comes from the Greek
word yvooic'(gnosis)
meaning 'knowledge.’

It' refers to a religious
movement which began to
flourish toward the end of

or soon after the
apostolic era.
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The movement taught that
one isisaved, not because
of'any atoning work of a
Savior, but through a
secret knowledge.

Some Tenets of
Gnosticism
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/

*» The True God is a pure, immaterial
fullness of light, removed from'the
creation.

The material world is evil and Is not a
subject of ultimate redemption in the
end.

A substitute, not Jesus, was the one
who suffered on the cross:

All of this is "secret"—a mystery.

Knowledge is self-knowledge, not
kKnowledge eentering in Jesus.
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What exactlyidoithese
So-called “Gnostic
Gospels” say?

Some of the material'is
quite incoherent.
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s - -~

*Jesus said ‘Blessed
is he whoer'came! into
being before he'came
into being.™

(The Gospel of Thomas; 19)

- - -~

!"_![His disciples] said'toj[Jesus], ‘Shall we then, as
children, enter the kingdom?* Jesus said to them,
\Whenlyou makeitheitwo one; andiwhen you make
the'inside’like theloutside and the outside like/the
inside, and thelabovellike the'below, andiwhen you

make the male and thelfemale one andithe same, so
that the male not be malelnor the female, female}

and when you fashion ej?es in place of an'eye, and a

hand in placelof a hand,;-and a foot in place of a footf,
and a likeness in place of'a likeness; then will you
enter [the kingdom].""

(The Gospel of Thomas, 22)
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Thus; it is difficult to glean a
consistent picture of anything in
the documents, though many of

the teachings fall within a
Gnostic world view.

Therelis a distinction between
the Living Jesus and the fleshly
Jesus, the latter alone being the

one who was crucified.
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- - -

illsaw him apparentlylbeing seized by them- And |
S said, 'What am | seeing;© Lord? Is it really you
\whomitheytake 2’/Andiarelyou holding onitoime?
And arelthey.hammering the feet'and hands of;
another?2 Who'isithisionelabove the cross, who'is
glad and'laughing?*“lihefSavior'said to me, ‘He
whom you saw being g_I:ad“and laughingabove the
cross is the Living Jesus. Butihe intoiwhose hands
and feet they are drivingithe nails'is his fleshly part,
which is the substitute.™

(Apocalypse of Peter 81:4-21)

- - -

& “ltwas another'...who drank'theigall and the
vinegar; it was not I. ‘Theyistruck me with the reed; it
wasianother, Simon;\who!bore the cross on his
shoulderflitiwas anothe@upon ' whom they placedithe
crown ofithorns: Butiliwasirejoicinglin the height:::.
over their error ... Anfl lwas laughing at their
|gnqrance."

(Second Treatise of the Great Seth 56:6-19)
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Interestingly, compare
this to'the Quran.

__-.__,._-l.--
i et
e ST
e

-
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", bultheyaicinetkilhimSandlthey did not
crucifiinReldaksimilitidelwastmadefor them:
Al those wholdiffemabott him arelin

: oeenning hinpAtheydhavernel knowledge
coneeling hingeu @l“fo//owi_én opinion.
They did not KilliippRfersure nay, God raised
him up unto Himself:fei@God is
mighty and wise!"

The'true identity of'the
Gnostic Jesus seems to
reside In hisitranscendence
apart from his incarnation.
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.’ ‘

#l'am the one who was sent down'in
the body because of the seed which
had falleniaway”And I came down
into their mortalimold. But'they did
not recognize mej they'were thinking

of me that | was'a mortal man."
(The Letter of Peter to Philip, 136:16-23)

The Gnostic Jesus is
presented as an exalted
being and an.associate of the
ineffable one.
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tfami Jesus ChristythelSon ofiManwholistexaltedl
labove the heavens, O'perfect andlincorruptiblelones,
because of thelincormuptible and perfect mystery andithe
ineffablelone: Butitheyithinkithat we decreed them
before thelfoundationiofithesworld in order that, when we
emerngetfrom thelplacesiof theiworld, we may: present
therelthe'symbolstoflinconruption fromitherspiritual union
unto knowledge: Youi (pl)ideinetiknow: itibecause the
fleshly cloud overshadowshyou: Butilalone amithe friend
of Sophia. | have been'infithefbesom of the father from
the beginning, in' the place ofithe sons of the truth, and
the Greatness. Rest theniwithime, my: fellow spirits and
my brothers, for ever.

(The Second Treatise of the Great Seth, 69:22-70:11)

The Gnostic Jesus seemingly
had little regard for women.
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uSimon Peter said to them,:Let Mary

lleavelus, forwomen are not worthy
L of life.*Jesus sjaid ‘| myself shall

lead her in orderto make her male;

so that she toormay become a living
spirit resemblinglyou males. For

every woman who'will make herself

male will enter the kingdom of
heaven.™
(The Gospel of Thomas, 114)

“['am Christ, thelSon of Manythe one)
Sfromiyou (pl.) who'is among you:- | am
despised for yoursake, in order that you

. .
yourselves mayiforget the difference.
And do'not becomel female, lest you give
birth to evil and (its)ibrother: jealousy.
and division, angerand wrath; fear and a
divided heart, andiempty, non-existent
desire. But | am an ineffable mystery to
you."

(The Second Treatise of the Great Seth, 65:19-33)
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The Gnostic Jesus seemingly
had little regard for
humanisexuality..

s —
*Then the savior continued,
saying, ... “Woe to you (pl.)
who love intimacy with
womankind andipolluted

intercourse withi them!*
(The Book of Thomas the Contender, 144.9)
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- - -
“But the Son ofiMan [came] forth from
Imperishability/[being]lalien to defilement. He came
[toithe]jworldiby:the Jordan river, and immediately
thelJordan|[turned] back:/And John'bore witness to
the [descent] of Jesus® Eor'it istThe.who saw. the
[power]whichicameldown uponithe Jordan river; for
he knew!thatithe dominion'of carnal procreation'had
come to an end:. The Jordaniriver is the power ofithe
body, that is, the senses! ofipleasures. The water of:
the Jordan is the desire for sexual intercourse. John
is the archon of the womb.*

(The Testimony of Truth, 30:19-31:6)

The Gnostic Jesus seemingly
had little regard for decency
although theilanguage could

be metaphorical for the
physical body.
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- - -

& “His disciplesisaid, 'When will'you
become revealeditoius and when shall
weisee you 2 Jesus said, ‘When you
disrobe without being ashamed and take
up your garmentsiand placeithem under
your feet like littlelchildren and tread on
them, then [will you see] the son of the
living one, and you will not be afraid.**

(The Gospel of Thomas, 37)

- - -

e Conclusion

The evidence shows! that traditional view of

the deity of JesusiJesusisibothihuman
and divine) predates! the later gnostic view
of Jesus (Jesus was not human)).
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L -l —
<« Theloverwhelmingtevidence indicates

that the writings of the New Testament,
whichl are earlierthan the Gnostic
writingsrand whichrwere written either by
eye-withesses or those closely.
associated with eye-witnesses, give a
much more accurate portrayal of whoe
Jesus was than the Gnostic writings:

- - ——
NWhat is more, theviews of the first

generatlon of Christiansias contained in
EIREIERSIVE wrltlngs corroborateithis
same portrayalleftdesusiand stand in

stark contrast to these Gnosticiwritings.
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- [ S

X Last, while'the Gnosticidocuments paint
a plcture of a metaphysmal Jesus, the
NEWAESIEEI shows I EIESUISWER
both' God'and man; God incarnate; ene
person withi two natures:

Lhe writers were
reading back into
the life and
teachings of
Jesusstheir own

concernsgand

e
desires.
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Th@)resence of irrelevant
material, the lack of
relevant material, and the
presence of
counterproeductive material
indicate that the writers
were not merelyakieading
batRinto the life Of JEBUS.

Th@@resence of irrelevant
material
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Ifithe discipleg or the early
churchiinvented the story of
Jesus Christ, why would the

story. include elements that were

\ unimpoutan tito¥them ?
-

-

- Jesus’ Sabbath
controversies with
the Pharisees" *
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Jesus'’ attitude of

favor toward Israel. A0S

JESUS’ UsEs e e
Plhireses “IKingekenm

©if Geel” amnel

ts mg@@ @Zf/? M@@‘ij
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the lack of
relevant material

=

Ifitheldisciples or the early
chiqrch invented the story of
Jesus Chnst why would the

story. not include elements that

were lmp@‘rtant to'them?
— -

E
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There is*nothingon ¢/

food'laws such as &’
‘eatingsmeat

sacrificed tosidols.”|

e
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-

the

- presence of
= counterproductive material

Ifithe dlsc1ple€ or the early
churchlinvented the story of
Jesus Chrlst why would the

story include elements that were

\coun terpr@ductlve to the

spreading ofithe Mmessage 24
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“In"some co‘qtexts it would hiavie been
an lmpe'ogment to spreadi the
message ofithe Gospel to teII of the

women at the tomb. (cf. 1 Cor 15)

".l'here are no
extra-biblical (i.e.,
outside the Bible)
references to New
leStament.people

W or even‘t”s. -

1/15/2026
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There are extra-biblical
references to New
Testament people

and events.

o .f'/!,é -
o RomangHistorianWliacitus <
i~ (6. ADBS-120) =

1/15/2026
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FPENGLUIMN |.|| LASSICS
TACITUS

THE ANNALS OF
IMPERIAL ROME

$

iReman; Historian Tacituss
(o ADES-T20): s e

i
AL Fe

er human resources, nOr Imperial Munircence, nor appease

ment of the gods, eliminated sinister suspicions that the fire had been

instigated. To suppress this rumour, Nero fabricated scapegoats — and

punished with every refinement the notoriously depraved Christians
(as they were popularly called). Their originator, Christ, had been
executed in Tiberius’ reign by the governor of Judaea, Pontius Pilatus.!

But in spite of this temporary setback the deadly superstition had

broken out afresh, not only in Judaea (where the mischief had started)

but even in Rome. All degraded and shameful practices collect and

104



1/15/2026

- Romaniklistoria
c. AD 69-126)

PE \:II;!i): LASSICS
SUETONIUS
THE TWELVE CAESARS
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tion of their faults. In granting

race, perpetual exemption from tribute, he supported his act by read-
ing aloud an ancient letter written in Greek to King Seleucus, from
the Senate and People of Rome, with a promise of loyal friendship on
condition that Seleucus should ‘keep their Trojan kinsfolk free from
all imposts’. Because the Jews at Rome caused continuous disturbances

e —— e ——-————

at the instigation of Chrestus,’ he expelled t thcm from the city. When

B T —— ,..-,-n_. P —

the German envoys first visited the Theatre, they took their seats
among the common people, but, noticing the Parthian and Armenian

tion of their faults. In granting the Trojans, as founders of the Sefh:
race, perpetual exemption from tribute, he supported his#€f by read- =noy ) :

ing aloud an ancient letter written in Greek to K Seleucus, fromr e = Cleueius
the Senate and People of Rome, with a proga#€ of loyal friciidship on “agosrn o

condition that Seleucus should ‘keepsi€ir Trn‘:.; Kinsfolk freg frer™ T e Jews
all imposts’. Because the Jews gs0me-eatised continyossdisturbances

at the instigation of (Chrestus)’ he expelled them them from the « e city. . When

the German envoys first visited the Theatre, they took their seats
among the common people, but, noticing the Parthian and Armenian

1/15/2026
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“ 2 helexpelled
,( them city:!

. cfYActsi 81287 Aftepthe se
4 things’ from;
/ Athens wentito
/ Corinth” helfound'a
centainiJew, "Aquila’;
: : ) \Who!
Because the Jews at Rome caused continuousdisturbances recently, Italy,
at the instigation of Chrestus,! he expelled them from the city. with his wife
all the Jews
to Rome);land
he'cameitoithem:*

o Jewish Histori “ vius Josephus <

(c#AD 37 - 100).
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Jewish Historian Flavius Josephus
(. AD 37-100)

P&

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XVIII;, Chapter V, Section 2

On the martyrdom of James

"Festus was now.dead, and Albinus was but upon the road;

So he assembled the sanhedrim of the judges, and brought
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ,
whose name was James, and some others and when he

had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the

law he delivered them to be stoned."

1/15/2026
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Antiquities of the Jews

Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1
On John the Baptist

"Now, some of theyJewsithought that the destruction of
Herod's army came’from God, and that very justly, as'a
punishment of what he'did:against John, that was called the
Bapitist; for Herod slew him, who'was a good man, and.
commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to
righteousness towards one another, and. piety towards God,

Antiquities of the Jews

Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1
On John the Baptist

"and so to come. toibaptism; forthat the washing [with
water] would be acceptable to him, if they made use of i,
not in order to the putting.away, [or the remission] of some
sins [only], but for the purification of the body: supposing
still that the soul was thoroughly: purified beforehand by
righteousness.”

109



Antiquities of the Jews
Book XVIII, Chapter V, Section 2

On Jesus

"Festus was now.dead, and'Albinus was but upon the road;
So he assembled the sanhedrin of the judges, and brought
before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ,
whose name was James, and some others and when he
had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the
law he delivered them to' be stoned.”

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (with alleged Christian interpolations)

"Now, there was about thisitime, Jesus, a wise man, if it be
lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful
works—a teacher of such:men as receive. the truth with

pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the' Jews, and

many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate,

1/15/2026
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Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (with alleged Christian interpolations)

"at the suggestion.ofithe principal men amongst us, had
condemned him to'the cross, those that loved him at the
first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive
again the third day, as the:divine prophets had. foretold
these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning
him; and the tribe of Christians, so'named from him, are not
extinct at this day.*

Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (without alleged Christian interpolations)

"At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus.
His conduct was goodiand. (he) was known to be virtuous.
And many, people fromamong the Jews and the other.
nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be
crucified and to die.
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Antiquities of the Jews
Book XX, Chapter IX, Section 1

On Jesus (without alleged Christian interpolations)

"But those'whorhad.become his disciples did not abandon
his discipleship. They.reported that he had appeared to
them three days after hisicrucifixion, and that he was alive,
accordingly he was perhapsithe Messiah, concerning whom
the prophets have recounted wonders. "

ANCIENT EVIDENCE FOR
THE LIFE OF CHRIST

GARY R, HABERMAS

112



1/15/2026

RAGEENEES @ NEW IESERERE [REE)RIE
and Events Outside the Bible

Thallus o [ucian

Pliny the Younger ' Mara Bar-Serapion

Emperor Trajan o the lost work "Acts of
Pontius Pilate™

| quoted by Justin

The Talmud Martyr in AD 150

Emperor Hadrian
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ST. PAUL

the traveller and
the Roman
Citizen

Sir W|II|am Ramsay

‘ “2 1916)

* AGENERAL
INTRODUCTION
10 THE

BIBLE

}

William"E. Nix NORMAN L. GEISLER Norman L Geisler
WILLIAM E.NIX
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Making the case b’
giving the reasons for
believing the
testimony of the New
Testament writers

Aanp” - -

The testimony‘.
is from
contemporary
eyewitnesses to

~the)e ueﬁts.-
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The testimony‘.
Is accurately
reported in the -
manuscript

ST

tradition”
L > @

Itis reasonable?g
believe that the
witnesses were -

willing and able to

tellithe the e
PR .
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)| e

(| i:.knéthvmg to gain by
A thelr testlimony

/ey

ey had much toflose
]b% th:elr testimony. -
|| (Many wentjon tojbe |
1 " martyrs.) | |

|I
2

LA
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r?senc? of adverse
hony would have

pered 4th" .spread of é‘
hl‘ltl%l")lty JF thg :
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falseg;lnes %Id have
been able to”c':ontradlc"?and
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The Gospels bear
the earmarks of
historicity.
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k ‘y &

7,

b .

If the&dlé’mplesﬂ lnvented the
| ! story ofiJesus Christ, why

||l wolld theyinclude in the ¥ .
i ' narrative. smbarrassmg ;

Y

&
e _

b -

If theAdISCIples:ﬂ mvented the
| ! story ofiJesus Christ, why:

: i ‘would they_,lr%clude in the ¥

* 'natgratlve em'barrassmg
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—

| ; Afgf I thetdlsmples mvented the
W l story oiiJesus Christ, why -

- e 78 vi;ould they construct the ¥ ;,.
|story~m*such d way as to

Iead to th’e'lr own personali
destru-ctlon ﬁwrtyrs?

.”».

Archaeology‘.
testifies of the
historicity of the
Bible.

anp” -
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» Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree

* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus

NOSENES » Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam * Erastus Inscription
* Pontius Pilate Inscription » Galilee Boat
» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim <« Jesus Inscription

» Cities of Revelation

» Old Testament Period
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#1269 BC Gen. 23:10, Ex. 23:28

E
§

Cyrus Cylinder

dooument issued by the PerS|an ruler Cyrus the Great in the form»of

G- 5’539 D@ (Book of Ezra)
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RiuinsfiofiUofithelChaldees

cH400IBC
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@ni]

s\\"ﬂ'h\!i\- 11.3
} ﬁ:!\-k_ |"' r

<sancientlinscriptionibyAMeshat
KingeofiMoab

sreferencesiOmriKingloflisiaeli({
Kingsi16)
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Kurkh Stele

(Ninth Century BC)
<o discovered 1861

<> now. at the British Museum,
London

s>slightly over 7 feet tall; just under
3ifeetiwide

ssreferences Ahab, King of Israel (1
Kings 16:28)

Tel Dan Stele=

(Ninth Century BC)
“sdiscovered 1993

<ssnow. at'thellsrael
Museum; Jerusalem

s referencelthe sHouselof;
David*

1/15/2026

125



1[ouse of David®

Tel Dan Stele=

(Ninth Century BC)
s discovered 1993

< now! at'thellsrael
Museum; Jerusalem

s referencelthe sHouselof;
David*

ssieferenceltorAhaziahi(2
Kingsi 22:40)

1/15/2026
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Abraham Gate at
Tel Dan

(1,750 BC)
s discovered 1966

s Possibly the gate through
which Abraham passed in
his travel to Dan to recuse
Lot (Gen. 14:14).

Henry Layard

one of two complete Assyrian}
obelisks yet discovered

now at the British Museum,
London

6 ' feet tall; 1 'z feet wide

references Jehu, King of Israel’ (1
Kings 19:16)
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——

Seal of "Shema, Servant of

Jeroboam™ [Jeroboam II]
(2 Kings 14:16)

129



Relief.from the Palacelof

Tiglath-PRileser {[Rul]
(Pul’s records reference’ Menahem; 2
Kings 15:19; Pekah; 2 Kingsi15:294
Hoshea, 2/Kings 15:30; and Rezin$2]
Kings 16:5)

Altar of 'Sargon Il to the

god Sibitti*
(Isa. 20:1)
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Seal which reads
"belonging to Ahaz, son of

Yehotam, King of Judah"
(2 Kings 16:1)
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Taylor Prism
(Ninth Century' BC)

s discoveredi1830
ssratithelBritishiMuseumflfondon

K/

X contalns the ENNELS of the

Taylor Prism
(2 Kings17:3)

Hezekiah Royal
Sealllmpression
(Bulla)

(EightiCentury/BC)
sadiscoveredi2009

ssHatithellsraeliMuseum’s
Jenusalem
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TIVTEY TN TOhM AR Weptethe
PO ATEODN 0T BT IRDD TN

VIO VOO TET VT IIMD TIRDT IOV TN
“(Belonging) to Hezekiah (son of) Ahaz king of Judanh™
Seal impression
Judah, 8th century BCE, clay
Extended loan from Dr. David and Jemima Jessisonn, Zurich

IMJ 2009 8472

Bulla with Possible
Reference to the

Prophet lsaiah

(Eight/Seventh Century BC)

discovered 2015 near the bulla ofithe
HezekiahiRoyal'Seal

Thoughlit bearsithelnametilsaiah?
scholarsidisagree whethertheword
following (nvy) isitheiword for
‘Prophet:.

Sincelthe bullalis!broken offiitherelis
noiway toitelll'whetheritlisithelcommon
namelorwhetherthereiwas thelletter
alephifollowingtnvysiwhichiweuld
makelititheiwordiforiProphet::
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The ]Puwer Fapgru_s,,

o9, 55

* an ancient E_ggptlan Papgr s.tm}};,‘:l us
% contains the ”Admomtlons 5 ‘; :
sage 5 [ihas

« discoveredin the early i 9th
% housed in the nationalarche
| eiden, Netherlands a4
% dated 1,400 to 1,200 BC
X Though dis utccl some bclleve

(20 s~ X
"‘ -
ﬁt 15! afu%%and
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eoloa!

The'Testin

A
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Eblaiwas a city-state with a population of 260,000:

Ebla'site;, known as Tel Mardikh, is in northern Syria.

Itthas been excavated by Professor Paolo Mattiae of
the Rome University since 1964.

It is mentioned in texts of the ancient Sumerians,
Akkadian, and Egyptians

It was destroyed by the Akkadians around 2250 BC.

Int 1975, around 15,000 tables were recovered.:
(The count is around to 17,000.)

Most of the tablets deal with economic matters,
receipts, and other commercial activities.

Other tables deal with case law and the law code of
Ebla (which is now recognized as
the oldest ever found.)

1/15/2026
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Anumber of cities are referred to in the tablets,
including Damascus, Urusalima (Jerusalem; being.
the earliest reference to this city), Sodom,
Gomorrah, Carchemish (cf. Is. 10:9).

Names of deities include El and Ya.

The tablets also mention the Hittites. Liberal critics
ofithe Bible had not too long ago maintained that
Abraham (c. 2000 BC) could not have had any
dealings with any Hittite (Genesis 23) because there
were no Hittites this long ago.

TherTestimony of Archeology.

» Old Testament Period
» The Ebla Tablets

NOSENES
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o-The Ossuary of Caiapha |
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Jesus of
Yeshua d
v 1
178N AT
4% |

e Jariton

«— read right to left

brother Joseph son of Jacob (James)

achui Yosef bar Ya'akov

MNR
z h
)

707 13 2y

TrILE

)
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THE BROTHER OF

The Dramatic Story & Meaning of the First
Archaeological Link to Jesus & His Family

UPDATED AND EXPANDED
WITH NEW ARGUMENTS FOR ITS AUTHENTICITY

mn
-

» Old Testament Period

» The Ebla Tablets
e Ossuaries

» Pool of Siloam

B
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John 9:1-7

Pool, site of cure
by Jesus, identified

BY RAMIT
PLUSHNICK-MASTI
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM — Archaeolo-
gists in Jerusalem have identified
the remains of the Siloam Pool,
where the Bible says Jesus mirac-
ulously cured a man’s blindness,
researchers said Thursday.

The archaeologists are slow-
ly digging out the pool, where
water still runs, tucked away in
what is now the Arab neigh-
borhood of Silwan. It was used
by Jews for ritual immersions for
about 120 years until the year 70,
when the Romans destroyed the
Jewish Temple.

Many of Jesus’ acts are di-
rectly linked to Jewish rituals,
and the miracle of the blind man
is an example. According to the
Bible, the man was undergoing
ritual immersion in the Siloam
Pool for entry into the temple
compound, and Jesus used the
occasion to cure his blindness.

In the past four months, ar-
chaeologists have revealed the
pool’s 50-yard length and a chan-
nel that brought in water from
the Silwan spring. In the past
week, a section of stone road that
led from the pool to the Jewish

Temple was uncovered.

“The moment that we re-
vealed and discovered this four
months ago, we were 100 per-
cent sure it was the Siloam Pool,”
said archaeologist Eli Shukron.

Stephen Pean, a Bible schol-
ar, said the pool’s waters were
considered so pristine they could
purify even a leper.

Pean said Jesus likely chose
to cure the blind man using the
purest water available because
people with any disabilities were
barred from the temple.

“The whole point is that peo-
ple will not only be healed phys-
ically but also healed spiritual-
Iy;” he said. “This discovery helps
bring the Gospel alive in the con-
text of Jewish practice.”

The archaeologists excavat-
ing the site are with the eli
government’s Antiquities Au-
thority. They found biblical-era
coins marked with ancient Jew-
ish writing, along with pottery
shards and a stone bottle cork,
helping them confirm the area
was the Siloam Pool.

The Israeli Antiquities Au-
thority is negotiating with the
Greek Orthodox Church, which

owns the land, to continue the dig.

i {

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw.a, ma .=who was blind from blrth

1/15/2026

144



Pool, site of cure
by Jesus, identified

JERUSALEM — Archaeolo-
gists in Jerusalem have identified
the remains of the Siloam Pool,
where the Bible says Jesus mirac-
ulously cured a man’s blindness,
researchers said Thursda}f

chaeolugists have rev ld 1 l l} g l

eek, a iec
‘ Io:
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"‘The Testimony of Archeology.

 Old Testament Period
» The Ebla Tablets

> Ossuaries

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription
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lhe Testimony of Archeology.

 Old Testament Period

» The Ebla Tablets

> Ossuaries

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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» Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree
» The Ebla Tablets
» Ossuaries

» Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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e

v discovered at Nazareth in' 1878
measuring 15" x 24"

videcree issued by an unknown
Caesar; possibly by Claudius
between AD 41-54

vitext reads ...

e -

. |
Ordinance of Caesar |
Itissmy pleasure that graves and'tombs
remain perpetually undisturbed for those|
fv@o have made them for'the cult of their!
ancestors or'children or members' of their
house: ... Letit be absolutely forbidden for
anyoneito disturb them. In case of violation |
desire that the offender be sentenced to
capital punishment on charge of
violation of sepulcher.
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PPl . |

v Remember that Claudius expelled
the Jews in Rome because!of the

'trouble instigated by Christ.
y A

Z4Somel suggest that itwas'the
testimony; of the resurrection
(disciples claiming that Jesus had
Y risen; Jews claiming that the body
was stolen) that prompted the decree

* Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree

* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus
» Ossuaries

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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Act 19:23-29 A
And about that time there arose a great.commotion about the Way For a
certain man_named.Demetriisy \a silversmith, who.made silver shrines of
Diana, brought no small—proflt ({o) the~craft\§men- Heycalled them. together
with the wo {(ers s of s:mllar occupa(%n ‘and-said: "Men“ you know that we
have our pros perlty by thls trade. Moreover: you see and.h hear that not only
at Ephesus, %ut«-throughout aImost al A\s‘ thls Paul has persuaded and
turned away nj “h : people saymg.that th Yy are: not godsﬂ%e made
with hands.g ‘only.is: thls-tradenof“%rs m"danger of falling into
disrepute, bt tlm great goddess Diana may be 5
despised and hmlcence destroyed, whom all Asia and the vyld
worship.” Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath andlcried out,
saying, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" So the whole c:ty w_asf’r";lled
with confusion, andirushed. into-the'theaterwithione:accor =having
seized Gaius and. Arlstarchus Macedonlans Paulis¥travelf'companions.

_‘
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TherfTestimony offArcheology

 Old Testament Period

» The Ebla Tablets

» Ossuaries

* Pool of Siloam

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim

» Nazareth Decree
» Theater in Ephesus

» Temple of Diana

Islamic Mosque

' Christian Basilica.
of St. John

Pagan Diana of
the Ephesians
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» Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree
* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus

» Ossuaries » Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam * Erastus Inscription

 Pontius Pilate Inscription

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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4

s marble paving stone
s discovered in Corinth in 1929 among excavated ruins
inscription reads: ERASTUS PRO AED. S..P.

’ \" - -
out abbrwlatlons) 'ERASTUS PRO‘@. -
TELS UAPECUNIA STRAVITHEE

s Translated: "Erastus, in return for his aedileship, laid
this pavement at his own expense."

s The office of aedilis was the commissioner of public
works

(http://holylandphotos.org/browse.asp?s=1,4,11,28,74,95&img=GSPLCO01)
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TherTestimony of /Archeology.

» Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree

* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus
NOSENENS » Temple of Diana

» Pool of Siloam * Erastus Inscription
* Pontius Pilate Inscription » Galilee Boat

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim
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» Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree

* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus

NOSENES » Temple of Diana

* Pool of Siloam * Erastus Inscription
* Pontius Pilate Inscription » Galilee Boat

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim <« Jesus Inscription
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» referred torasktherMegiddorMoesaic

slon. displayiatitherMusetmioefiitherBiblelinlVashingten, DC
116 feetby,32 feet

sldiscoveredibetween 2003tandi2005 by therlsrael
AntiquitiestAutherity:beneathitherflooroftan, Israelifprisen
intMegidde

sldated toraround ABN230).
slevidencelofiearlyAChiiistianiwership
Jdearliesttknownlinscriptionidentifyingldeststa'siGoad.
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I iota (I)

X chi (CH)
© theta (TH)
Y upsilon (U
2 sigma (S)

-~

VRRreEnes

ICHTHUS

Ichthus is the
Greek word
for 'fish'.
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ICHTHUS

Ichthus is the
Greek word
for 'fish'.
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The Testimony of 'Archeology:

* Old Testament Period » Nazareth Decree

* The Ebla Tablets » Theater in Ephesus
NOSENES » Temple of Diana
 Pool of Siloam * Erastus Inscription
* Pontius Pilate Inscription » Galilee Boat

» Heel Bone of Crucifixion Victim e« Jesus Inscription

» Cities of Revelation
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The New Testament that we have today an
accurate copy of the original NT.

v'time gap l_&etween original and oldestiextant

\/early
@éﬂ&p@bff@(ﬂm

It isireasonable to believe that events attested
toin the New Testament really happened.

v.contemporary eyewitnesses
| accurately, preserved injithe. manuscriptitradition

1@ @
' ef historieiﬁy
vitestimenhyjofaicheelody,
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CRISIS OF FRITH WILL LERD YOU.

A FILMMRKER'S JOURNEY
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www.PatternsOfEvidence.com
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‘PATTERNSZ EVIDENCE

THE MOSES
CONTROVERSY

Who wrote the first books of the Bible?
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COVENANTS, KINGS, and the PROMISED LAND CONDOUEST, CANAANITES, and the HOLY CITY

AMERICAN HISTORY SERIES
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