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The AUTHORITY
and INTERPRETATION
of the BIBLE

—o An Historical Approach o—

TR,

Jack B. Rogers'
(19342016) =

o
e

Jack ROGERS and DoNALD K. McKim
ord by Ford Lewis Battles

It was evident to Norman
Gelsler back in the 70s
that the main problem
with Rogers and McKim,
et al. (who considered
~themselves evangelicals
and yet claimed that the
Bible contained errors)
was the issue the
concept of truth.
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Et al. is an Geisler back in the 70s
abbreviation for the that the main problem
Latin phrase et alia with' Rogers and McKim,

meaning “and et al. (who considered
others.” themselves evangelicals
and yet claimed that the
Bible contained errors)
was the issue the
concept of truth.

r A | It was evident to Norman

It was evident to Norman
Gelsler back in the 70s
that the main problem

with Rogers and McKim,
et al. (who considered

themselves evangelicals
and yet claimed that the
Bible contained errors)

[+ : !
| Norman " Geisler was the issue the
W (1932-2019) concept of truth.
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The Conceptof Truth
inthe Inerrancy Debate

Norman L. Geisler

How Is 1t that evangelicals on both sides of the inerrancy
debate can claim the Bible is wholly truc and yet one side believes
that there can be minor mistakes of history or science affirmed by
thebiblical authors.' while the other side denies that there are any
mistakes whatsoever? Some even claim to believe in inerrancy to
the point that every word of the Bible is true? and yet they hold
= that Jesus’ statement that the mustard seed is the "smallest of all
4 seeds” ts scientitically incorrect * Some claim that the Bible is " the

‘ ' G I only infallible rule of faith and practice™ but hold that Paul was .
Noman "~ Geislen

wrong when he alfirmed that the husband is the "head” of the ~
L (1 932_201 9) wife. One errantist put it bluntly when he wrote, "We can speak of

- the Bible as being inspired from cover Lo cover, human mistakes
and alt"* ,

Is this duplicity? Are those who belleve the Bible contains

ln this weighty article,
Geisler contrasts a

prominent concept of

truth held by Rogers

and McKim (and
others) with the

correspondence
theory of truth.
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[ became interested
in. whether and how
the concept of truth
might figure into
several current
debates regarding
inerrancy.

Hence, the title
“The Concept of Truth
in the Inerrancy
Debate, Revisited.”
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“"What
Scripture says,
God says—
through human
agents and
without arror. i

James NMlontgomery Boice
i Py g

(©@akland , CA: International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979 )] “ = )
iy,
3
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Onelcannot until ene
know'whatfan know what
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Wu
e "And you shaII know the trlth);
and the truth shall make youifree!

2Jesus of Nazareth John. 8:32

"I em The way, the Truilh,
and The [ife. Ne one eemes
Te The Father exeept
Threvgh Me.”

Jeha 14:6 NKJIY
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B &, THEORIES
OF TRUTH (i}

"1t |s ra|n|

"Is that‘
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R

Whatever you are‘ sa ;u '
about the stat 0 :

“l [/ gk
errilen

: —

when you say that
itis true’ |sd.y®u
| theory of truth ' i

How you kni\ﬁl'
is ralnlngi

test for. t it
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osTest for Truth==

L?z]@w M iib@ how. one ClISEEE
termsktruefandktruthi whether a statement is

] true, regardless of

one's theory of truth

THEORIES
OF TRUTH

11
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Correspondence’

Coherence

Functional

Pragmatic

Power

Correspondence lruthlisicorrespondenceitoireality:

> IS SEVS e el SElEEhE SVE ([ ES
muchrasiittconmespondsitoireality!

w
ilakelthelstatementsltisiraining:s
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would beatru'cre i l ni
statement,if |t |sr|n, ,lf f
fact ralnlng b 1} L
in realltyz‘r‘l RS T

|

TR bs reiming’

would be a false
statement if it is in
fact not raining =
in reality.
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"To say of . whatiis}
that it is not) oRof
what is not; thatlitis}
is false, whilelto¥say;
of what is; thatlitis;
and of whatlis
that it is not, isitriens

S [Aristotle, Metaphysics, IVA 7,10 5y W, B Ross [
a5y Richard McKeon, The Basic Worl (NeWAYork3
House, 1941). 16 pv.yap Aéyev )it [ EeE,

10 O¢ 10 OV £ival Kail TO. Un OV un) ETVGl.&Kﬁg-]

OthegRhilo'sophersiVheliiolditoythie
ColespondenceNiie oy aLith
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SOCRATES: But how about truth,
then? You would acknowledge that
there is in words a true and a false?

HERMOGENES: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And there are true and
false propositions?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

SOCRATES: And a true proposition
says that which is, and a false
proposition says that which is not?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

[Cratylus, 385b, trans. Benjamin Jowett in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns,
eds. Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961,
423]

STRANGER: Then what sort of character
can we assign to each of these
[statements]?

THEAETETUS: One is false, the other true.

STRANGER: And the true one states about
you the things that are as they are.

THEAETETUS: Certainly.

STRANGER: Whereas the false statement
states about you things different from
the things that are.

THEAETETUS: Yes.

[Sophist, 263b, trans. F. M. Cornford in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns, eds.
Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961, 1010]

(42&348 BC)

42@ 348 BC)
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Augustine*
(854-430 BC)

"Though you do not trust the
senses and can reply that
you do not know whether it is
a tree, at least you will not
deny, | suppose, that if is
truly a tree if it is a tree. For
that is a judgment not of the
senses but of the
intelligence. If it is a false
tree it is not a tree."

[The Soliloquies, |, 28, Augustine: Earlier Writings, trans. John H. S.
Burleigh, The Library of Christian Classics: Ichthus Edition (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1953), 40]

Augusting s
(354-430)

8/9/2026 9:51 PM
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"All things are true, in
so far as they have
being, nor is there any
falsity, except when
that is thought to be
which is not."

[Confessions, VII, 15, (21), The Confessions of St. Augustine, trans.
John K. Ryan (New York: Image Books, 1960, 174]

AUgUsting s
 (354-430)

Phﬁm@@h
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Augustine® ; Anselm- W w
(854:430 BC) ' okl Tiol |
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"Now, in some statements thesektw.o;
truths, or correctnesses; are

an animal’ or 'A man_is not a
the affirmative statemen
signifies that what-is'is,

negative statement alway.

Anselm of Canterbury, trans. Jasper Hopkinsiand
(Minneapolis: Arthur J. Banning Press; p-168;ava

https://www.faculty.umb.edu/gary_zabeI/Courses/Splnpa/Texts/IDeVerita
te.pdf, accessed 06/05/24]

OthegRhilo'sophersiVheliiolditoythie
ConrespondenceNihe ool
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Augustine*
(854-430/BC)

| p.]
Anselm? '« Aquinas
{05109 WY (1225:1274)
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k;.,_ow truth. K S
a6 art 2 v Thomas'/Aguinas
I 1225= 1274
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“Of course it is possible
to explain the meaning of
the word to someone who

does not know the
language, and tell him
that the word ‘truth’, in
the strict sense, denotes
the conformity of thought
with its object ...”

[René Descartes Letter to Mersenne, Oct. 16, 1639,

D eS Ca rteS https://archive.org/stream/the-philosophical-writings-of-descartes-v-

3/The%20Philosophical%20Writings %200f%20Descartes %20V3_djvu.tx,

(1596-1660) accessed 06/18/26]

OthegRhilo'sophersiVheliiolditoythie
ConrespondenceNihe ool

.—-'-. 3
“Rlat Augustine*
(428-248 BC) (854-430 BC)

Locke
(1632-1704)
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i
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“Truth then seems to
me, in the proper import
of the Word, to signify
nothing but the joining
or separating of Signs,
as the Things signified
by then, do agree or
disagree with one
John Locke another.”

John Locke An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, IV, v, §1
(1632-1704) [ % 2 % WA
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Augustines Anselmis = '+ Aquinas Deseartes)
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(428 248 BC) (854-430 BC) (1225-1274) (1596-1660) ‘&
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Locke Leibniz
(1632-1704) (1646-1716)
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“It were then better to
place truths in the
relation between the
objects of ideas which
causes the one to be or
not to be included in
the other.”

GOttfrled Wl I hel m Le | bn |Z [Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, New Essays on Human Understanding, Bk.

IV, Chap, V, §2, trans. Alfred Gideon Langley (New York, Macmillan,

(1646-1716) 1896) , 451]
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Locke Leibniz Hump_
(1632-1704) (1646-1716) (1711-1776)
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“Truth or falshood [sic]
consists in an agreement
or disagreement either to
the real relations or ideas

or to real existence and

matter of fact.”

[David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Bk. Ill, Pt. |, §1.]

“Truth or falshood [sic]
consists in an agreement
or disagreement either to
the real relations or ideas

or to real existence and

matter of fact.”

[David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Bk. Ill, Pt. I, §1.]

8/9/2026 9:51 PM

David Hume
(1711-1776)

For Hume, ‘Relations of
ideas’ and ‘matter of fact’
roughly track the distinction
between logical truths
(2+2=4; All bachelors are
unmarried) and other types
of truths (e.g., It is raining
in Pretoria).

This is picked up later by
Kant as his ‘analytic’ vs.
‘synthetic’ distinction.

23
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Locke Leibniz Hume: daKant G
(1632-1704) (1646-1716) (1711-1776) (724-1804)

“What is truth?2 Tihe
nominal definitionlof
truth, that it is'the
agreement of:
knowledge withlits;
object, is assumed,
as granted.’

[Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, A58/B82}transYNoimaniKemp
I mman uel Kant Smith (New York, St. Martin’s Press, 1965); 97 B
(1724-1804)
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Locke Leibniz Hume: iKant a. b ; ussell
1

(1632-1704) (1646-1716) (1711-1776) 7fz4 1804) 5. 1970)

“Thus although truth and falsehood
are properties of beliefs, yet they
are in a sense extrinsic properties,
for the condition of the truth of a
belief is something not involving
beliefs, or (in general) any mind at
all, but only the objects of the belief.
A mind, which believes, believes
6 truly when there is a corresponding
‘ complex not involving the mind, but
7 only its objects. This
. correspondence ensures truth, and
i its absence entails falsehood.”
'ert*?d RUSSG” [Bertrand Russell, The Problems of Philosophy (New York: Oxford
2 1970

) University Press, 1959), 129]

25
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Cornrespondence

Theory of Truth
T — T

| iea l conee: in (i mine | me—p | thinglinjreality, |
Form in the intellect m Form in the sensible object

The term 'Form' here is a reference to a philosophical doctrine in the
metaphysics of Aristotle and Aquinas. It stands in contrast to ‘Matter:.

‘Form’ is that metaphysical aspect of a sensible thing that makes the
thing the kind of thing that it is.

'‘Matter' is that aspect of a sensible thing that makes it an individual
member of the kind.

One can talk about dogs as a kind (e.g., “Dogs are mammals") and
talk about an individual dog (e.g., “My dog is a Great Dane*)

In the thinking of Aristotle and Aquinas, every real, sensible thing is
composed of Form and Matter.

——

Form in the intellect Yigenityd Form in the sensible object

26
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METAPHYSICAL

Mortimer I§AdIes MORAL
(1- OBJECTIVE
: CATEGORICAL

|

"To avoid a confusion

that runs through
philosophical
& cOntrovers'iés about truth,
g it must’be remembered

T that the correspondence!
I 1
J

theory wof truth is not ltself
~ " truthhat lt is. Th)s
, ,\ underlies all'fempirical
\ and pragmatlc tests; of
\ / 2 maa

Mortimer I§Adles

27
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“The logical test of truth,
such as coherence or the
absenceiof intrinsic
contradictionlinta theory,
do no‘t presuppose ‘t'h‘e1
realist's definition of truth

as agreement or

fact'are That is why_
idealists tend to define
truth entirely m terms of

\
M O I’tl m e r \‘J o Ad I e I Mortimer J. AgalgFour Dimensionslofi
sophy: Metaphysical'Moral Objective
§°002-2001)) \eategorical (New Y"‘WMacM.Han 1993), 2‘
.

What does it mean to
correspond to'reality?

28
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Truth is when a proposition
corresponds to reality.

But there are a number of ways
that a proposition can
correspond to reality.

F Dy 19 ;;.. '-‘f"f-'":-?.‘"} _V,,-?
e}%valked by the Sea of %
Sﬂag/~3lmon and Andr

29
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"But, hewho;was of the bondwoman was

to the flesh, and he of the

Mh*robgh promlse v%h'ich things

\ are sygﬁneo‘llif ~Gal. 4: 1253 -24a &
T GANNYO Qwoupewa,.”;”
- ] ‘

A \
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. shaII 907 °”t i Jopz and

be Ied“‘ou%t with peace ... and all the

1 . @ trees of the fleld shaII

31
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"“Sohisiheart.and.the heart.of*
. hisipeopleiwereimoved:as
I the trees of the woods: are

" movedwith the wind: |
L7 g SRS I _ e s [sang: 2t

32
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Analogically

Analogy

“For we walk by
faith, not by

sight.”
2 Cor. 5:7

33
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the!ldely;Sp¢rqtﬂndlcatlng this, that the way

mto the'Holiest.of éll was not yet made mq‘anlfest 4

whilejthe flrs*t@b rnacle was!still sta’ng‘l%lt ,‘4*
wa§ symbollc«‘fmr he present time_ in\which® both

gifts and’sacrifices are offered WhICh cannot
make hm‘%!lwho‘ﬁ rformed-‘the'service perfect in

1

regard to the consc:ence— “ Heb. 9 79

q
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Hyperbole

"Nowﬁthe Mldlamtes and Amalekltes,-\-»all ithe
‘peopler lof.the East were Iymg lin’the! valley
& ;hass?*umerous as%locusts ‘and. thelr camels
f-‘ were w:thout‘numbernas the sand by. the

s‘e‘sh&re ’;n multltude Z Uudges 7: 1 2

35
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Phenomepologically
" .. for He makes His sun

rise on the evil and on the
good, ..."Matt. 5:45

Phenomenologically

"The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon
into blood, Before the coming of the great and
awesome day of the LORD." Joel 2:31

36
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i

Metonymy a

"For it happened when'David wa'§'7n f
4\ Edom, and Joabithe commander;of

'8 the army had gone up;to bury the

: ‘slam after he hadikilled every malel

W ) g 1
’S« A

A

in Edom “1 Kings 11:15 |

&£

39



8/9/2026 9:51 PM

\

o T

‘ ,ﬂ ,
I\/I etO NYMYy ! &
= i’.
"After these things Jesus T, herefore, when the»-Lord
and His disciples came into = knew that the Pharlsees
l\ithe land of Judea, and had heard that Jesusﬁhmade

there He remained with # and baptized more

4
3 'hem and baptlzed " John - dlsc1ples than Joh ?@
" #(though Jesus Hlmself did

'got baptize, but HIS
disciples),” John 4:1-2

W

rd

T ' i

Métonymy n

A’wd when John had heard in Notice that two Went to
prison about'the works of speak to Jesus
Christ he sent W@ of his

(Jdlsmples {3} and said 1

Alre You the Coming OrioNlR Y?@i? e 170@7@ ZB
'do we look for another?” {47 % gjthatithe
ﬁesus answered.and said to (e WERD

them "Go and. tell John the Jesus es i it wes Josus
thmgs which you hear and Himselfideingitheltalking?
see:” Matthew' 11:2-4 S —_

l
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T

, ,;, |
Metonymy 4 P
"The centurlon answered . ="...'the centurlonféent ,ﬁu
and said, ‘Lord,  am not fnends to Him, saymg 0]
&orthy that You should' 'Him, 'Lord, do not t:gouble
{eome under my roof. ..." £ Yourself for I am not
il Matt. 8:8 Pa. , worthy that You shPuId
= enter under my roof""
d* Luke 7:6 !

£~ Metonymy I e
"After these things Jesus * “Therefore, when the»-l:ord |
and His disciples came into ® knew that the Pharlsees}
the land of Judea, and had heard that Jesus} made
f®there He remained with £ and baptized more
'1 them and baptlzed " John - dlsc1ples than John
. " #(though Jesus Hlmselfidld
’Qot baptize, but HIS
disciples),” John 4:1-2

M
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Ways a Proposition Can
Correspond to Reality

Allegoncally

4
(allegory)
_\ﬁ\\ A
- : Y |

vy

Analogically o Symbohcallyw Hyperbollcally Phenomegologically

(analogy) T : yperbolé) - ‘M. (aka, language of appearance)

/;)Syne'gdo chically j\ V) Metonymlcally ,,

(metoRymy) « - ful

g5, a0,
(] : 1

o

‘(syn cdoche)“

leff

Did ancient writers care
about historical
accuracy and truth?

42
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“The central concerns—
above all with history as
truth-telling and, at least as
an ideal, as free from bias—
were already very old ones
and, though shaken, are still
in.some sense with us, for
those of us for whom a
distinction between say,
history and imaginative
fiction is still an important
one.

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

8/9/2026 9:51 PM
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“In this view Herodotus was
taking an important step in
distinguishing his own
Histories from the work of
the poets, and Thucydides,
though he may have judged
unfairly, was invoking
relevant criteria when he
sneered by implication at
Herodotus as belonging with
authors less concerned to
tell the truth than to entertain
the public. ...

“Of course, in'the history of
historiography zeal for truth
had been a spectrum rather
than an absolute—truth
mattered, fairly obviously,
more to Polybius than to
Livy—but someone who
wholly and perhaps willfully
falls of the negative end of
the scale ... counts rather as
a parodist or imitator of
history."
[John Burrow, A History of Histories: Epics, Chronicles,
Romances and Inquiries from Herodotus and Thucydides

toithel TwentiethiCentury, (New,York: Alfred/A. Knopf,
20017); 1 Xiv=xV]

8/9/2026 9:51 PM

wl ¥

R

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

wl ¥

R

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)
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What about the other
theories of truth?

> Definition: A statement is true
when it coheres with or is
consistent with a body of other
statements.
Coherence




"F ;"
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Stephen'W. Hawking
(1942-2018)

A 2’_;‘%@ > ;
Stephen W. Hawking ==,

(1942-2018)
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2%

P 5
)

e

8/9/2026 9:51 PM

A BRIEF
HISTORY OF
TIME |

__FROM| °

BLACK
HOLES

|
A --—...\ 3
STEPHEN
W.HAWKING

'a?h‘erfnatical model

we make to describe

our observations: it
only exists in our
minds. ... It is simply
a matter of which is
the more useful
description.”
[Stephen W. HaWking, /A Blier. HIStoioh T@eEFrt;mqthéi

Big Bang to Black; I!Ioleg (Tc.)fontc?Ban?gm IBooks ,'13"9ﬂ]'E

W HAWNKING
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The
Resurrection

of Theism

Prolegomena
to Christian Apology

ks series

“Mani... must come to'a
comprehension of the
conditions,which.make

knowledgelitselfipossible:

= This possibility:of

knowing depends upon
aniinnate’structure of

rationality: with which the

mind approaches and.
understandsithe datalof

experience.: Such an
epistemologyifis] called,

rational.empiricism:*

[The!Resurrection:of Theism: RProlegomena; to
Christian Apology, 229 ed. (Grand.Rapids: Baker,
1982),24]
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‘Eitherwe must be
skeptics aboutithe
knowledgelof things:as
they:exist
independently:orwe
must maintain that true
knowledge of such
entities'istpossible by,
the systematic
correlation oflour
various experiencesiinto
a selfzconsistentwhole.

“Since ... skepticism'Is
self-contradictory; the
second. alternativeiwill
necessatrily:be
maintained: Butithe
theory that the test of
truth consists'in'such a
sy Stematiciconsistency
of ideas is a logically,
coherentwhole'is
preciselyithe'coherence
theory.ofitruth.*

[The!Resurrection’of Theism: Prolegomena: to

Christian Apology, 22 ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1982),:38]

8/9/2026 9:51 PM
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“Since'the position
involves epistemological
dualism, it necessitates
an'espousal ofithe
coherenceltheoryiof
truth.*

[The!Resurrection of Theism: Prolegomena to
Christian Apology, 229 ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1982),:38]

“Epistemologicalidualism
ISithe doctrinelthat the
immediateiobject; present.
to'thermind.is:notithe
independentlyiexisting
reality—say.a box: or what
have you—buta
representative idea of this
object. All‘the'mind,
knows. directly.arelits
ideas'and nothing else.*

[The Resurrection’of Theism: Prolegomena: to
Christian Apology, 253 ed’ (Grand/Rapids: Baker,

1982),38] Stuart C: Hagek

‘Y
~
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The |
Reconstruction

of the Christian
Revelation

> Definition: A statement is true
when it coheres with or is
consistent with a body of other
statements.

Coherence > Truth cannot merely be

coherence because by this
theory, even a fairy tale could be
“true."

> Every theory of truth, including
coherence, requires the
correspondence theory of truth
to define itself.

50



8/9/2026 9:51 PM

> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it works or is
practical.

> The pragmatic theory gives rise
to the notion that something can
be “true for you but not true for
me."

Pragmatic

‘rather than to find
objective truth."

SRhilosophylandithe:Mirror: of Nature (Princeton:
versitylRress197.9); 360, 377, as cited in William

Rl Ch a rd RO rty : ' helVoyagelofiDiscovery: An Historical

Rhilosephy: 223 ed:, (Belmont,

(1 931 -2007) ort omsonilearning;, 2002), 563]
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"For pragmatists, the desire for
objectivity is not the desire to
_escape the limitations ofione's |
community, but simply:the

desire for as much intersubjective s
agreement,as possible;-the desire

to extend the reference of 'usi as
far as we can.' ;

[Richard Rorty, "Solidarity: or ©bjectivity," in
Objectivity, Relativism, and Truth: Philosophical
Papers Vol. 1, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1991), as cited in Lawhead,
The Voyage of Discovery, 563-564]

Richard Rorty

(1931-2007)
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Rorty had /n m/nd or was hop/ng for:

MfﬁA

X 8

i ST AL
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" “TRUE FOR YOU
e e, BT
NOT FOR ME”

Overcoming Objections
to Christian Faith

PAUL COPAN

fathers, our kings a
princes, in the cities:
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. Bt y
§. .29
e

: A%

of heaven and'pouringieut
drink offerings to herswethave

been consumed by the'sword.
and by famine>=

> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it works or is
practical.

> The pragmatic theory gives rise
to the notion that something can
be “true for you but not true for
me."

Pragmatic > Every theory of truth, including

pragmatic, requires the
correspondence theory of truth
to define itself.
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> Definition: Discussions and
disputes over truth are
fundamentally struggles over
political power.

> Social elements justify their
control over and suppression of
others elements in society by
framing their political status as
being grounded in objective
truths about reality.

beinglunderstoodloncel
again that byitruthllidolnei ™
mean! ‘the ensemblelofi
truths\whichtareltolbes
' discoveredand
" accepted, butirather the
. i ensemble of rules according
to which the!true and the
h\ false are separated.and
specific effects of power:
attached to the true,’
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almatternotiofiatbattlelon
behalf‘ofithe truthybltofia
battle:aboutithelstatus.of
truthand the economic
and political role it plays-*

[Michel Foucault, Folicault!ReadersAnntroductionito;
Foucault's Thoughtiwith: Major New:Unpublished:

Material, ed. Paul'Rabinow! (New!York: Pantheon:
Books, 1984), 74]

I\/IiChe,,I&FoucauIt <
((926-1984)

FEMINIST STANDPOINT THEORY
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Sharon Crasnow

"Feminist standpoint theory is one of
three alternatives to traditional
philosophy of science proposed by
Sandra Harding in her 1986 The
Science Question in Feminism.
Feminist standpoint theory has its
roots in Marxism and takes as a
starting point the idea that people in
different social/political locations
(different classes in its Marxist
version) sometimes have access to
information that those in more
socially/politically privileged
positions do not.”

[Sharon Crasnow,"Feminist Standpoint Theory," in Nancy Cartwright
and Eleonora Montuschi, eds. Philosophy of Social Science: A New
Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 146]

Communication Theory

The Standpoint Theory

FEMINIST STANDPOINT THEORY

gihelstandpointitheonylisialpost

approachlonipeople’s

mm hoewithelday-
alters or

whenlpeople; recognle thelvalue
@?[’Ziiﬂdb creates|different
withinlsociety ¥ Tihe
ffguses on
andlgives
(té) vewpomts r

unicationtheonorgithiess andpo‘mt Stheony/yaccessed
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One should ask “when people
recognize the value of power
which creates different groups
within society” whether their
recognition and "opinions* are
themselves altered by their
own “day-to-day experience”.

If the answer is 'no’, then
standpoint theory is not true.

If the answer is ‘'yes’, then why
should anyone take their
recognition and opinions to be
objectively the case?

giihelstandpointitheonylisialpost

approachlionipeople’s
I¥statesthowithe day-
experienC' alters or

to) fem:mstwewpomts

[ttpsivwiwicemmunicationt e@ry.og/thestandpomt theony/yaccessed

TESTS FOR TRUTH
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Two things (at least) are
common to all tests for truth.




FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
o l)/))zﬁ//((//
INTERPRETATION

ThomasiHowe

8/9/2026 9:51 PM

Southern Eva'"ﬁ‘j_“g:elical Seminary

4
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~~The Laws of Logic<

v The Law of Non-Contradiction
v The Law of Excluded Middle
v' The Law of Identity

~The Law of Non-Contradiction-<

pgsence » A thing cannot be both 'A' and 'non-A' at the
same time and in the same sense.

existence> A thing cannot both exist and not exist at the
same time and in the same sense.

iruth yalue > A statement cannot be both true and not true at
the same time and in the same sense.




“Those who deny a first
principle should be beaten
and burned until they admit
that to be beaten is not the

same as to not be beaten
and to be burned is not the
same as not to be burned.”

Metaphysics |

“As for the obdurate, he must be
subjected to the conflagration of
fire, since ‘fire’ and ‘not fire’ are
one. Pain must be inflicted on him
through beating, since ‘pain’ and
‘no pain’ are one. And he must be
denied food and drink, since eating
and drinking and the abstention
from both are one [and the same].”

[Metaphysics of Healing |, 8, §12. Trans. Michael E. Marmura (Provo: Brigham Young
University: Press, 2005), 43]

8/9/2026 9:51 PM
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"But we have now.poesiteakthaiis}
impossible for anything:atithersame
to be and not to be, and byathis;
have shown that thisiisihelmeoss

infinite regress, so that there
no demonstratio

Now the'serpent was :: or ! _cunnm g than any beast of

the field which'thek L@RD %)bd hadimade. And he said to

the woman; “*Ha's} God indeed sald shall not eat of
every.tree'of: tpe ga'{rden& , 0

nt; We;may% the fru:t of the trees @IF
garden:b ofdthe}fru:bof the, tree Wthh‘*lS (lb@'

ofithe garden:’G"b*'d sald éﬂ[‘?ﬂz @Eﬂ@w
s d , d'.. . ‘ ‘ . \
knows
- d

._ ay you eat of lt your mﬂ] " o
and youiwﬂl Ilke God»-knowmg

ol 4
3 J
. -
" /
/

S5
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~The Law of Excluded Middle-<

pgsence » A thing is either 'A' or 'non-A"’

nce > A thing either exists or does not

existe ;
exist.

gruth yalué > A statement is either true or not true.

-

. _.
- - Ay '\
.t
o “u

Q\ o."‘.

"Elther*make the: tree.good and

“l.\‘l

its fru:t#god ©RR else m@&@ the

.‘ .

v"‘**-ﬁf : S s
tree; bad~and l'tS u:tba '
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~~The Law of Identity=

gssencé ~ If a thing is A’ then it is ‘A’
ex-lstence"‘> If a thing exists, then it exists.

yruth yalué > If a statement is true then it is true.

come;to: the fhlldren oﬁlsrael s’ay to
them; 'The?de ofyour
uanditheyisa Sire Wh:
name?: whgf“shalllsay th '
said; tofMoses, ] ANV
said, "Thus:yowsha .
Israel 2 A Zﬁm@@@@

S~
~ o
i T .‘. “'Q, -,
- [ o

o

S RS/ - . LN
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~The relationship of logic and reality<

The laws of logic are undeniably true.

v One has to use logic in order to deny logic.

Reality is knowable.

v To claim that ‘reality is unknowable' is to claim to know
something about reality.

Objections
fo

Logic
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74 'Y
Wh'atgab Gl

s2i5nGh 639

& Isalah 55:6-9 &

{6} Seek the LORD while:He may %
be found, Call upon Him'while He is
near. {7} Let the[W|cke forsake[ hIS|

way, And the [ATCCUETMaGEN \

R Let h|m return to the
LORD, And He will have mercy: on
him; And to our God, For He will- ==
abundantly pardon. {8} “For (¥}
OGRS are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways{My ways!" says e,
8RB {9} "For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts."

67



8/9/2026 9:51 PM

,g\.v.l,'es n twe

A

=
~—

Wﬁh}@ rerfsa dlifference
%I "TI k‘nT@Wali 1C i 4 E
o ‘w 2N
‘.-:: ’I.h R ot

68



8/9/2026 9:51 PM

There is a difference between "the order of
knowing" and "the order of being"

1he map IS MrSEn e ereer of Knewing.
SESHistfirstinitheleidegoRbeinap
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» response: It is not "our" logic.

> Logic is an expression of the nature of God

Himself.
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> response: Logic was not created by God. Itiis'an
expression of God. (like goodness)

n 1 SQ%O

@ctnn esjinv.elve
Madc IO'nS
Ilk.the Tnf"lty’?
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> response: There is nothing in the doctrine of the Trinity.
(or any other biblical doctrine) that is illogical.

> There is a difference between something being beyond

reason and something being against reason.

If Ioglc IS se h%p&ym

canks tich a great logician

as tg‘athe Rhlilosepher ™
“ra,n Russell befsolfar:

¢fr“@m the tn{h)’?

a ¢ . =9
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» response: If you start a race facing the wrong direction,
then the faster you can run, the quicker you will be in
getting farther from the finish line.

11th August, 1918
It is quite true what you say, that you have never expressed yourself
- b who has hat has anything to eXpres h hings on qys e

Even when one feels nearest to other people,
something in one seems obstinately to belong to God and to refuse to
enter into any earthly communion — at least that is how I should ex-
press it if I thought there was a God. It is odd isn’t it ? I care passion-
ately for this world, and many things and people in it, and yet . . . what
is it all ? There must be something more important, one feels, though I
don’t believe there is. I am haunted — some ghost, from some extra-
mundane region, seems always trying to tell me something that I am to
repeat to the world, but I cannot understand the message.

The outcome is that one is a ghost, floating through the world with-
out any real contact. Even when one feels nearest to other people,
something in one seems obstinately to belong to God and to refuse to
enter into any earthly communion — at least that is how I should ex-
press it if I thought there was a God. It is odd isn’t it ? I care passion-
ately for this world, and many things and people in it, and yet . , . what
is it all ? There must be something more important, one feels, though I
don't believe there is. I am haunted - some ghost, from some extra-
mundane region, seems always trying to tell me something that I am to
repeat to the world, but I cannot understand the message, But it is from

listeni the ghost that comes to feel oneself a ghost. I feel I
Bertrand Russe” shmt:ile;uthonmydwthme bﬂ!can:besumuneudcdbypeopletoo
(1 872-1 970) stupid to understand - fussing about medicines instead of searching

73



't Ifo.g:ic,
oppeSsed ton

@ i 0
.fa:t




