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 Colossians 2:8 
"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul
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Jeffrey D. Johnson

Jeffrey D. Johnson
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Is Paul talking about 
philosophy as we use 
the term today?

Suppose, for the 
sake of argument 
that he is ...

 Colossians 2:8 
"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 
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"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 

Though infectious 
diseases are not to be 
trifled with, we are 
grateful that 
physicians learn about 
them in order to help 
us avoid getting sick 
or to help us get 
cured. 

"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 

By analogy, even if 
Paul was warning us 
to avoid philosophy, 
we can be grateful 
that Christian 
philosophers learn 
about philosophy in 
order to help us avoid 
getting "sick" or to 
help us get "cured."
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C. S. Lewis
(1898-1963)

"Good philosophy 
must exist, if for no 

other reason, 
because bad 

philosophy needs 
to be answered."

["Learning in War-Time" in The Weight of Glory: A Collection of 
Lewis's Most Moving Addresses (London: Harper Collins, 
2013), 59]

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

“But seeing that a teacher 
of sacred Scripture must at 

times oppose the 
philosophers, it is 

necessary for him to make 
use of philosophy.”

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, Q. 2, art. 3.6, published as 
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions I-IV of His Commentary on the De Trinitate of 
Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, 1987), p. 
48]



10

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

"We cannot 
properly beware

of philosophy 
unless we be 

aware of 
philosophy."

[Norman L. Geisler, "Beware of Philosophy: A Warning to Biblical 
Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March 
1999): 3-19 (18)]

"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 
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I do not believe that 
Paul had philosophy 
in mind as we use 
the term today. 

"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 

 Another way to translate the 
Greek could be "the philosophy 
which is empty deceit."

 Josephus used the term 
'philosophy' to refer to the 
doctrines of the Jewish sects.

 The context is a warning about 
an insidious legalism that 
threatened the Colossians' 
liberty in Christ.

 This legalism had an outward 
form of piety but was useless in 
developing an inward character 
of righteousness.

"Beware lest anyone 
cheat you through 

philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the 

tradition of men, 
according to the basic 
principles of the world, 
and not according to 

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians 
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Some Voices from 
Christian History 

on Philosophy 
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"What is truth?
Pontius Pilate, John 18:38
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"It is raining!"

"Is that true?"

"Yes!"

Whatever you are saying 
about the statement 

'It is raining' 
when you say that 

it is true is your 
theory of truth.
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How you know whether it 
is raining is your 

test for truth.

how one defines the 
terms 'true' and 'truth' 

when saying that a 
statement is true

how one discovers
whether a statement is 

true, regardless of 
one's theory of truth

Theory of Truth Test for Truth
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Power

Pragmatic

Functional

Coherence

Correspondence  
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Correspondence  

Correspondence  Truth is correspondence to reality.

This says that a statement is true in as 
much as it corresponds to reality.

Thus, the statement 'It is raining.'  
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'It is raining'
would be a true 

statement if it is in 
fact raining 
in reality.

'It is raining'
would be a false 

statement if it is in 
fact not raining 

in reality.
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The 
Laws of 
Logic 
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The Laws of Logic

 The Law of Non-Contradiction

 The Law of Excluded Middle

 The Law of Identity

The Law of Non-Contradiction

 A thing cannot be both 'A' and 'non-A' at the 
same time and in the same sense.

 A thing cannot both exist and not exist at the 
same time and in the same sense.

 A statement cannot be both true and not true at 
the same time and in the same sense.
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Think Like 
You Mean It!

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
Provost 

Professor of Philosophy and Apologetics
Norman L. Geisler Chair of Christian Apologetics

Southern Evangelical Seminary
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Galileo Galilei

1564 - 1642
Thomas Aquinas

(1225-1274)

"Our knowledge, taking 
its start from things, 

proceeds in this order. 
First, it begins in 

sense; second, it is 
completed in the 

intellect." 
[Thomas Aquinas, Truth, I, 11, trans. Mulligan, 48, in Truth (3 vols), vol. 1 
trans. Robert W. Mulligan (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1952); vol. 2 trans. 
James V. McGlynn (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1953); vol. 3. trans. Robert 
W. Schmidt (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1954). The three volumes were 
reprinted as Truth (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1994)]
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"We must get our 
hermeneutics 
from the Bible 

otherwise we're 
lost in 

relativism!"
(caller to radio talk show)

Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary
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A Popular 
Misconception of 
Faith and Reason

Reason Faith

Popular Misconception

truth
facts
outer
public

rational
thoughts
objective
science

true for all

opinion
values
inner

private
emotional 
feelings

subjective
religion

true for me
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The New 
Atheism's 

Misconception of 
Faith and Reason

Other Atheists' 
Misconception of 
Faith and Reason
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Neo-Orthodoxy's 
Misconception of 
Faith and Reason

Presuppositionalism's
Misconception 

of Faith and Reason
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Postmodernism's 
Misconception of 
Faith and Reason 

The Classical 
View of 

Faith and Reason
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Classical View of Faith and Reason

Reason Faith

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 
authority.

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

demonstration.

Classical View of Faith and Reason

Reason Faith

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

Divine authority.

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

demonstration.
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Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

"God has a personal spirit body (Dan. 
7:9-14; 10:5-19); shape (Jn. 5:37); form 

(Phil. 2:5-7); image and likeness of a man 
(Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28; 1 Cor. 

11:7; Jas. 3:9). He has bodily parts such 
as, back parts (Ex. 33:23), heart (Gen. 

6:6; 8:21), hands and fingers (Ps. 8:3-6; 
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7), mouth (Num. 

12:8), lips and tongue (Isa. 30:27), feet 
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10), eyes (Ps. 11:4; 

18:24; 33:18), ears (Ps. 18:6), hair, head, 
face, arms (Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-19; Rev. 
5:1-7; 22:4-6), and other bodily parts." 

[Dake's Annotated Reference Bible, (Lawrenceville: Dake Bible Sales, 1963),  NT, p. 97]
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Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

(Dan. 
7:9-14; 10:5-19) (Jn. 5:37)

(Phil. 2:5-7)
(Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28; 1 Cor. 

11:7; Jas. 3:9)
(Ex. 33:23) (Gen. 

6:6; 8:21) (Ps. 8:3-6; 
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7) (Num. 

12:8) (Isa. 30:27)
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (Ps. 11:4; 

18:24; 33:18) (Ps. 18:6)
(Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-19; Rev. 

5:1-7; 22:4-6)

Gregory A. Boyd
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Gregory A. Boyd

"Scripture also 
frequently depicts God 
as experiencing regret 

... disappointment, 
frustration, and 

unexpected outcomes 
... suggesting that the 
future is to this extent 

composed of 
possibilities rather 

than certainties.

Gregory A. Boyd

"It is, I submit, more 
difficult to conceive of 

God experiencing 
such things if the 

future is exhaustively 
settled in his mind 
than if it is in part 

composed of 
possibilities." 

[Gregory A. Boyd, "Neo-Molinism and the Infinite 
Intelligence of God," Philosophia Christi 5, No.1, 
(2003):192]
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"For since the 
creation of the world 

His invisible attributes 
are clearly seen, being 

understood by the 
things that are made, 

even His eternal 
power and Godhead."

Rom. 1:20a  


