JFEE hict S I
an Enemﬂ?

-




- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,

and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
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Tonight, we're going to look at Colossians chapter 2, verses 8-10 in our study. Colossians chapter 2, verses 8- G/Ing

o fou
10. Really this is just the first part of a look at verses 8-15, which should be taken as a composite. You might .
title our discussion tonight, our study tonight, Philosophy or Christ, because really that's what Paul is dealing

— 4

with in this passage. The word philosophy which appears in verse 8, “Beware lest any man spoil you through > ~,

and sophia
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by John MacArthur Wednesday, April 10, 2019 ®, Comments (11)
PDF
“It seemed like a good idea at the time.” That's a popular postmortem for a plan A% As RESET & SiEscRIBE
that has gone horribly wrong. In fact, well-intentioned ideas are behind almost
every financial shipwreck, abandoned project, and foreign policy failure that & VIEW ARCHIVE

happens in this world. And yet the quest for better ideas and fool-proof

philosophies continues unabated—even making incursions into the church.

Our English word “philosophy” is a transliteration of the Greek word philosophia, which literally means “the love of Blog Guidelines
human wisdom. In its broad sense it is man’s attempt to explain the nature of the universe, including the Respectful
phenomena of existence, thought, ethics, behavior, aesthetics, and so on. We value your comments, even your

disagreements, as long as you are
courteous and respectful. We'll remove
In Paul's time “everything that had to do with theories about God and the world and the meaning of human life anything unwholesome.

was called ‘philosophy’ . . . not only in the pagan schools but also in the Jewish schools of the Greek cities.” I The it
elpfu

first-century Jewish historian Josephus adds that there were three philosophies among the Jews: the Pharisees, the
We appreciate comments that are on

Sadducees, and the Essenes. [2] topic and contribute to the discussion;
expressing appreciation is also welcome.
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s Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to

v'Is Paul talking about
philosophy as we use
the term todq)%i\ _

v Stippose, for:thé

ek sake of argument
Christ. that he is ...

The Apostle Paul

lest anyone
cheatiyou through
philosophy’and empty
according to the
tradition of men,
accordingito'the basic

principlesiofithe world,
according to

The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians




EBewarellest anyone

1 viThough infectious
cheat YO~ through diseases are not'to be

RlosCRvEandiempty trifled. with, we are
according to the grateful that
tradition of men, physicians learn about
accordingitoithe basic them in order to help
principlesiofthe world, us avoid getting sick

netfaccording to or l‘Odhe/P us get
: curea:

The Apostle Paul
Epistle'to the Colossians

gBewarellest anyone

‘/ ;
@IM you through By.analogy, evenlif

Paul'was warning‘us

to avoid philesophy,

a.cordlng to the we can be grateful
tradlztl.on of men, that Christian

accordingitoithe basic philosophers learn
principlesiofithe world, about philosophy in

notfaccording to orderito help us avoid
‘ getting, “sick or.to

The Apostle Paul helprusiget “cured:"

Epistle to the Colossians




"Good philosg‘@mhy
must exist, if forno
other reason,
because bad
philosophy needs
to be answered."

["Learning in War-Time" in The, WeightoGlory: A,‘_@Q[[ei‘;‘.
Lewis's Most Movigg Addressesy(E@idongilaip Collins,
2013), 59] g

1(1898-1963) ¢

“But seeing that a teacher™ ¥
of sacred Scripture must at’ 8
times oppose the ;
philosophers, itis
necessary for him to make
use of philosophy:”

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, Q. 2, art: 3.6, publishedias
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions -1V of His Commentary on the De Tirinitatelof:

Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies; 1987); p: : e
SN ThomasiAguinas

48] 9
(1228-1 24&2‘ _-

31 B




"We cannot
properly [bevwealre
of philosophy
unless we
A ewere of

- T philosophy."”

St
/Nv@rma L”GGlSIGr sth|1 LG I/ f?hWE ;P/hllrishy/gwls gtty?tztjlunln ch
OB2- 2019) 1999): 3

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,

according to the basic
principles of the world,

and not according to

Christ."
The Apostle Paul

Epistle to the Colossians




"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through .
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to

v'| do not believe that
Paul had philosophy
in mind as we use

the term today. '
-

Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul
Epistle to the Colossians

Another way. t@tfrans/ate the
Greek could be¥ithe philosophy
which is emptyideceit."

Josephus used'the term
'philosophy‘teirefer to the
doctrines of the Jewish sects.

The context is a warning about
an insidious legalism that
threatened the Colossians'

liberty in Christ.
This legalism had apleUtwai
form of piety but was useless¥in

developing an inward character
of righteousness.
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Some Voicesrom
Chrisfian flistory
«on Philosophy
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&J@W M how one elISEEES
terms; Cﬁfw@ Wﬂ?ﬂ whether a statementis
m@n ﬂib@ﬁ@ true, regardless of

one's theory of truth
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Correspondence’

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power
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| Correspondence fTruth isicorrespondence tolreality:
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would beatru'c’e T
statement|if |t |s+|n, Aty
fact ralnlng M 1” b
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flisirainincy

would be a false
statement if it isin
fact not raining =
in reality.
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| olically. Phenomegologically
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T he Laws of Logio@'

v. The Lawiof Non-Contradiction
voThe'Law of Exe-lu de d'
v _The L'aw‘of Identityss

- -

~The Law of Non-Contradiction-<

encé ~ A thingfeannot be both 'A' and®non-A' at thel

es5 : )
same time and in thelsame sense” -.. :

existence > A thing cannot bethlexisfand not existfatithe
sameitime and inkthefsamelsense.

quth valier~ A state‘ﬁe‘nt cannotibelboth true and notitrue at
: the same time and in the same sense.
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gOQurknowledge, taking
its¥start from things,
proceeds in this order.
Eirst, it begins in
sense; second, it is
icompleted in the
intellect.”

s strans. Mulligan, 48, in Truth (3 vols), vol. 1
| igan' (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1952); vol. 2 trans.
o VI noi(€hicago: Henny Regnery, 1953); vol. 3. trans. Robert
cagoiHenny/Regnery, 1954). The three volumes were
hi(Indianapolis:Hackett, 1994)]
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"We must getiour
hermeneutics
from the Bible

otherwise we: re
lost in
relativismi®

(caller tolradiortalkeshow)

-
FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
INTERPRETATION

4 THOMAS HOWE

w

$ "

Thomas Howe

Southern EvaE]’geIicaI Seminary
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Popular Misconception

Faith

truth opinion
facts values
outer inner
public private
rational emotional
thoughts feelings
objective subjective
science religion
true for all true for me
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Classical View of Faith andisceeel
Faith

Believing Believing
something on | something on
the basis of the basis of

demonstration. authority.

Classical View of Faith andisceel

Faith

Believing Believing
something on | something on
the basis of the basis of
demonstration. |Divine authority.
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ANNOTATED REFERENCE

Finis Jenigings Dake

"God has a personal spiritibody;
;

‘Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7), mo
12:8), |IpS and tongue (Isa { 247) feet!

Finis Jenlpings Dake § 5:1-7; 22:4-6), and other bodn

[Dake's Annotated Reference Bible, (LawrencevillediDakelBiblelSales %1963 MNiF P 94|




Finis Jengings Dake

4

7:9-14; 10:5-19)
(Phil. 2:5-7)

11:7; Jas. 3:9)
(Ex:33:23) N (Gen*
6:6; 8:21) (PS%8:326
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7) (Num?
12:8) (Isa%30:277)
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (PSS
18:24; 33:18) (Ps=:18:6)R
(Dan. 7:9-14;10:5-19:Re v
5:1-7; 22:4-6)
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“Scripture also
frequently depicts God
as experiencing regret

... disappointment,
frustration, and
unexpected outcomes
... suggesting that the
future is to this extent
composed of
possibilities rather
than certainties.

"It is, | submit, more
difficult to conceive of
God experiencing
such things if the
future is exhaustively
settled in his mind
than if it is in part
composed of

possibilities.”

[Gregory A. Boyd, "Neo-Molinism and the Infinite
Intelligence of God," Philosophia Christi 5, No.1,
(2003):192]

Gregory

by

i
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“For since the
creation of the world
His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being

understood by the
things that are made,
even His eternal

power and Godhead."

Rom. 1:20a B
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