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 puzzlement 
 suspicion
 hostility
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fivloV (philos); filevw (phileo)
beloved, friend; I love

sofiva (sophia)
skill in arts or crafts or in matters of 

common life; sound judgment, 
intelligence, practical wisdom

 filosofevw (philosopheo) - discuss, 
investigate, study

 filovsofoV (philosophos) - lover of 
wisdom; used of all persons of 
education and learning

 filovsofia (philosophia) - used only 
once in the NT (Col. 2:8), in a bad 
sense 
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"To understand what 
philosophy is in the strict, 
technical sense requires a 

knowledge of philosophy. It is 
impossible, therefore to start 

with a definition of philosophy 
in the strict sense which will 
have much meaning for one 

who is just beginning his study 
of philosophy. 

"For the present, we will 
content ourselves with the 
most general description of 

what philosophy is.
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"The numerous schools of 
philosophy that have arisen have 
offered different explanations os
what philosophy is. Most of them 

agree, though, that it is 
concerned with the broad 

view of things.

"Where the scientific specialist 
concerns himself with a single 

feature of reality—the 
astronomer, for example, with 

the study of the heavenly 
bodies—the philosopher seeks 
to view the whole of reality in a 
single comprehensive glance, 

to organize all aspects of reality 
into a unified world view."

[Daniel J. Sullivan, An Introduction to Philosophy: The Perennial 
Principles of the Classical Realist Tradition (Rockford: TAN Books, 
1992), 2]
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Philosophy
the attempt to think rationally 
and critically about the most 
important questions 

 rationally = 
reasonableness;  opposed 
to undue emotions

 critically = subjecting to 
legitimate critique; 
opposed to gullibility  

How do philosophy and religion 
compare and contrast?

 Both can deal with the same subjects.

 Both utilize the tools of language and 
logic. 
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How do philosophy and religion 
compare and contrast?

 Philosophy as such recognizes no 
authority except reason itself whereas 
religion often recognizes additional 
authority such as a sacred book.

 The Christian philosopher recognizes 
the Bible as the ultimate authority as 
God's inspired and inerrant word.

How do philosophy and religion 
compare and contrast?

 Philosophy as such recognizes no 
authority except reason itself whereas 
religion often recognizes additional 
authority such as a sacred book.

 The Christian philosopher recognizes 
the Bible as the ultimate authority as 
God's inspired and inerrant word.
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The relationship 
between what God's 
word gives us and 

what human reason 
can give us is 

referred to as the 
relationship of faith 

and reason.
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"Theology is the science of those 
things which are received by faith 

from divine revelation, and 
philosophy is the knowledge of 

those things which flow from the 
principles of natural reason. Since 
their common source is God, the 

creator of both reason and 
revelation, these two sciences 
are bound ultimately to agree."

[Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience: A Survey 
Showing the Unity of Medieval, Cartesian, and Modern Philosophy (New 
York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1937), 62]

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

"Theology is the science of those 
things which are received by 

faith from divine revelation, and 
philosophy is the knowledge of 

those things which flow from the 
principles of natural reason. 

Since their common source is 
God, the creator of both reason 

and revelation, these two 
sciences are bound ultimately 

to agree."
[Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience: A Survey 
Showing the Unity of Medieval, Cartesian, and Modern Philosophy (New 
York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1937), 62]

The term 'science' here 
does not mean what we 
commonly mean by the 

term today.

Rather, in this context, 
'science' is any area of 

study that has 
principles and methods 

of reasoning that 
govern that area.
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 Analytic Philosophy 

 Existential Philosophy

 Continental Philosophy 

 Classical Philosophy 



6/2/2025

12

 Analytic Philosophy 

 Classical Philosophy 

Classical 
Philosophy

Analytic 
Philosophy

vs
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 Analytic   Classical 
Analytic Philosophy is by 

far the most common 
approach to philosophy 
today in Anglo-American 
philosophy departments 

or faculties.

Classical Philosophy has 
fallen into much disrepute 

in contemporary 
philosophy but is making 

a comeback in certain 
circles. 

 Analytic   Classical 
At its inception at the 
beginning of the 20th

century, it was concerned 
primarily with the analysis 

of concepts and terms 
and the clarification of 

language.
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Alfred Jules Ayer
(1910-1989)

Alfred Jules Ayer
(1910-1989)

"The philosopher, as an 
analyst, is not directly 

concerned with the 
physical properties of 

things. He is concerned 
only with the way in 

which we speak about 
them. In other words, 
the propositions of 
philosophy are not 

factual, but linguistic in 
character." 

[Alfred Jules Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic (New York: 
Dover, 1952), 57] 
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 Analytic   Classical 
At its inception at the 
beginning of the 20th 

century, it was concerned 
primarily with the analysis 

of concepts and terms 
and the clarification of 

language.

Classical Philosophy also 
is concerned with the 

analysis of concepts and 
terms and the clarification 

of language, but it also 
seeks to synthesize 

its findings into a 
comprehensive view of 

all reality. 

 Analytic   Classical 
It made use of rigorous 
logic in its analysis of 

philosophical questions 
seeking only to clarify the 

language of other 
disciplines. 

Classical Philosophy goes 
beyond the supposition 

that the task of the 
philosopher is to merely 
clarify the language of 

other disciplines. 
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 Analytic   Classical 
In its most extreme forms, 

Analytic Philosophy 
denies that the discipline 
of philosophy had its own 

body of knowledge. 

Alfred Jules Ayer
(1910-1989)

"We mean also to 
rule out the 

supposition that 
philosophy can be 

ranged alongside the 
existing sciences, as 
a special department 

of speculative 
knowledge." 

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic (New York:  Dover 
Publications, 1952), p. 48] 
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Alfred Jules Ayer
(1910-1989)

"There is no field of 
experience which 

cannot, in principle, 
be brought under 

some form of 
scientific law, and no 
type of speculative 

knowledge about the 
world which it is, in 

principle, beyond the 
power of science to 

give." 
[Ayer, Language, p. 48] 

Ayer's philosophy became known as Logical 
Positivism (or Positivism for short).

It  was quickly rejected by very nearly all 
philosophers with only a few holdouts.

In the popular (as opposed to the academic) 
discussion today, Positivism is 

disparagingly referred to as "Scientism". 
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Richard Dawkins

Richard Dawkins

"The presence or 
absence of a 

creative super-
intelligence is 

unequivocally a 
scientific question, 
even if it is not in 
practice—or not 
yet—a decided 

one." 
[The God Delusion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 
58-59]
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Richard Dawkins

The expression 'creative 
super-intelligence' is Dawkins' 

fancy term for 'God'.

Without argument, Dawkins is 
asserting that the question of 
God's existence can only be 
answered using the methods 

of the natural sciences.

What Dawkins completely 
gets wrong is that the 

question of God's existence is 
a philosophical question.

"The presence or 
absence of a 

creative super-
intelligence is 

unequivocally a 
scientific question, 
even if it is not in 
practice—or not 
yet—a decided 

one." 
[The God Delusion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 
58-59]

J. P. Moreland
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 Analytic   Classical 
In its most extreme forms, 

Analytic Philosophy 
denies that the discipline 
of philosophy had its own 

body of knowledge. 

Classical Philosophy 
maintains that philosophy 
indeed has its own body 
of knowledge and can 
discover truths about 

reality.  
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Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary

 Analytic   Classical 
As Analytic Philosophy 

has developed in the 20th

into the 21st centuries, it 
has moved away from the 

Positivism of Ayer and 
does seek to make claims 

about reality. 

With this, the major 
difference between 

Analytic and Classical 
Philosophy is the 

Classical Philosophy 
seeks to do philosophy 
along the categories of 

Ancient Greek philosophy.
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Logic 
 that field of philosophy that deals with the study of 

right reason or valid inferences and the attending 
fallacies, formal and informal.

 asks "What is a valid argument?"

"What is fallacious reasoning?" 
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Metaphysics
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of reality

 asks "What is it to be real?"

"How do things change yet remain the same?" 

Epistemology
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the knowledge of reality

 asks "How do I know what is real?"

"Can my senses tell me everything there is to 
know about reality?"
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Ethics
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of right actions

 asks "What ought I do?"

"Ought we to do good for its own sake, or for the 
sake of certain consequences, or something 
else?"

Political Philosophy 
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of the state (government)

 asks "Are there certain rights that transcend the 
authority of the state?"

"Where does government derive its authority?" 

"What is a right?" 
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Philosophy of Religion
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of God and religion

 asks "Does God exist?"

"Can His existence be rationally demonstrated?" 

"What are God's attributes?"

Philosophy of Science
 that field of philosophy that deals with questions of 

the nature of science and scientific inquiry

 asks "Does science give us a real account of 
nature, or merely a model?"

"Are there things off limits to the scientific 
method?" 

"What is the scientific method?" 
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Philosophy of ... 
 mind, language, law, mathematics, history, education 
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Historically
 follows the development of philosophy 

chronologically

 Philosophy is divided into four eras. 

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)
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Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)
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Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)
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Systematically
 follows the fields of philosophy (Logic; 

Metaphysics; Epistemology; Ethics; Political 
Philosophy; Philosophy of Religion; Philosophy of 
Science; Philosophy of …) 

Individual Philosophers
 Aristotelianism, of Aristotle

 Thomism, of Thomas Aquinas

 Cartesianism, of Descartes

 Wittgensteinianism, of Wittgenstein

 Howe-ian-ism? 
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Individual Philosophies
 British Empiricism (Locke, Berkeley, Hume)

 Phenomenology (Husserl)

 Process Philosophy (Alfred North Whitehead)

 Existentialism (Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus)  

Philosophical Problems
 Mind/Body Problem

 Freedom & Determinism

 Personal Identity and Immortality

 Faith and Reason 
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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

Plato
(428-348 BC)
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There are two great 
philosophical/theological 

traditions in Christian 
thought that have tracked 

these two Greek 
philosophical traditions.   

Augustine
(354-430)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)



6/2/2025

36

Exploring the contours of how these 
traditions have answered certain basic 

questions about the nature of reality 
and our knowledge of it, will enable us 

to position many questions and 
concerns we have as Christians.  
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Willard Van Orman Quine
(1908-2000) 

Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

Gottlob Frege
(1848-1925) 

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)Etienne Gilson

(1884-1978)
Henry Veatch

(1911-1999)Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)Armand Maurer

(1915-2008) Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Henry Veatch
(1911-1999)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Gaven Kerr

Edward Feser

John X. F. Knasas
Medieval 

Thomistic Philosophers
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Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. Knasas

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Henry Veatch
(1911-1999)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

J. Thomas BridgesThomas A. HoweNorman L. Geisler
(1932-2019) Medieval 

Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Travis CampbellDavid HainesJames Dolezal

Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers
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Medieval 
begins with Augustine (354-430)

Modern 
begins with Descartes (1596-1650)

Ancient 
begins with Thales (624-545 BC)

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

William Lane CraigRichard SwinburneAlvin Plantinga

Contemporary 
(20th Century +)

Robert MullerMatthew BarrettStephen Duby

Medieval 
Thomistic Philosophers

Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. Knasas

George Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)
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Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. KnasasGeorge 
Klubertanz

(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Robert MullerMatthew 
Barrett

Stephen 
Duby

Travis 
Campbell

David Haines

James DolezalJ. Thomas 
Bridges

Thomas A. HoweNorman L. 
Geisler

(1932-2019)

Catholic Protestant Evangelical

Edward FeserGaven KerrJohn X. F. KnasasGeorge 
Klubertanz

(1925-1993)

Maurice Holloway
(1920-2008)

Armand Maurer
(1915-2008)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

Robert MullerMatthew 
Barrett

Stephen 
Duby

Travis 
Campbell

David Haines

James DolezalJ. Thomas 
Bridges

Thomas A. HoweNorman L. 
Geisler

(1932-2019)

Does Thomism 
Lead to 

Catholicism?
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

https://ses.edu/resources/does-thomism-lead-to-catholicism/ 

Ralph E. MacKenzie
(1932-2021)

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Richard Bennett
(1938-2019)


