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oo (philes); oY (phileo) e
- .
beloved, friend; | Love -
s
codra (sophia)
skill' in arts or crafts orin matters of

commonilife; soundijjudgment,
intelligence, practical wisdom

S 0osooco(philosopheo)iidis cuss, _
Investigate; study Ew

, : -
> ditlocodoc (philosophos) -llover of
wisdom; used of all persons of
education and learning

> d1hocoota (philosophia)i-iused only
once in the!NT (Col. 2: 8) in albad
sense
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o
“To understand what
philosophy: is in the strict,
technical sense requires a
knowledge of philosophy. It is
impossible, therefore to start
with a definition of philosophy
in the strict sense which will
have much meaning for one
who is just beginning his study.
of philosophy.

“For the present, we will
content ourselves with the
most general description of
what philosophy is.
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“The numerous schools of
philosophy that have arisen have
offered different explanations os
what philosophy. is. Most of them

agree, though, that it is
concerned with the broad
view. of things.

a0

“Where the scientific specialist
concerns himself with a single
feature of reality—the
astronomer, for example, with
the study of the heavenly
bodies—the philosopher seeks
to view the whole of reality in a
single comprehensive glance,
to organize all aspects of reality
into a unified world view.*

[Daniel J. Sullivan, An Introduction to' Philosophy: The Perennial
Principles of the Classical Realist Tradition (Rockford: TAN Books,
1992), 2]
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Philosophy

" the attempt to think rationally
and critically about the most
important questions

Q tiJ E[S Tl (I)“N S t/mf/l\/l/A‘TT/ ER v, rationally =
—— reasonableness; opposed
% lto undue emotions
o critically = subjecting to
' + legitimate critique;
Lt Ws' us opposed to gullibility

lrcompare and contrast’?

v Both can deal with the same subjects:

v' Both utilize the tools oflanguage and
logic:
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lcompare and contrast’?

v Philosophy as such recog’uzes no
authority except reason itself whereas
religion often recognizes additional
authority such as a sacred book:

v' The Christian philosopher recognizes
the Bible asithe ultimatelauthority as
God'’s inspired and'inerrant word.

lcom pare and contrast’?
v Philosophy as such recognlzes no
authority except reason itself whereas

religion often recognizes additional
authority such as a sacred book:

v' The Christian philosopher recognizes
the Bible asithe ultimatelauthority as
God's inspired and'inerrant word.
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A4
How do‘ﬁﬁilos@phy and religion
. compare‘and icontrast?

v
v' Philosophy,as such recognizes no

authority,except reasomiitself whereas
religion’ often recognizes additional
authority such as,a _sacred book.

v' The Christian philosopherirecognizes
the Bible as the ultimatelauthority as

God's inspired anq‘[me_rran | word.

The relationship
between what God's
word gives us and
what human reason
can give us is
referred to as the
relationship of faith
and reason.




"Theology is the science of those
things which are received by falth
from divine revelation, ands
philosophy is the knowledge §@f
those things which flow!fromsthe

0 %
principles of natural reason:Since

their common source isiGodthe
creator of both reason and

i,

revelation, these two sc:ences
are bound ultimately to agreg

[Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience: A Survey: g " ;
Showing the Unity of Medieval, Cartesian, and Modern Philosophy: (New
York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1937), 62]

Y

"Theology is the science of. those?" '
things which are receivea 5 )

falth from dlvme revelation, ana 3

those things which flow fromitt
principles of natural reas

to agree."

[Etienne Gilson, The Unity of Philosophical Experience: A Survey. 3
Showing the Unity of Medieval, Cartesian, and Modern Philosophy. (New
York: Charles Scribners’s Sons, 1937), 62]

- nne Gilson
“#(1884-1978)

The term 'science’ here

does not mean what we

commonly mean by the
term today.

Rather, in this context,
‘science’ is any area of
study that has
principles and methods
of reasoning that
govern that area.

ST 1004- 13917 0)
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.
<< Analytic Philosophy <

.= Classical Philosophy <
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O-yANalVticr=

AnalyticiPhilosephy.isiby  Classical Philosophyahas
far theimost common fallen'into.mtch disrepute
appreachito philosephy: In coy.témporary
today in"Angle-American  philosephy butiisymalking,
philosephy.departments a comeback in certain
or faculties. circles. B

OoyANalVticre>

At its inceptionrat the
beginning of'the 204
centunysidwas coneerned
primarily withithe analysis
of concepts and terms
and the clarificationiof
language.

13



()

fred JUlesYAYen
(1910:11989)

\lfred JulesA

l 191024989)

6/2/2025

FANGUAGE
IRUTHE
LOGIE

"The philosopher, as an
analyst, is not directly
concerned with the
physical properties of
things. He is concerned
only with the way in
which we speak about
them. In other words,
the propositions of
philosophy are not
factual, but'linguistic'in
character.”

[Alfred Jules Ayer, Language, Truth and Logici(NewaYork:
Dover, 1952), 57]

14
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Al its inceptionrat the Classical Philosophydalso
beginning of'the 20th is concerned with the
centuryyitwas concerned analysis gzﬁ’concepts aﬁd
primarily withithe analysis terms,and the.clarification
of concepts and terms of language, but it:also
and the clarificationiof: Seeks torsynthesizess
language. its findings'into’a

comprehensive view oi
all reality. _ -“;

OoyANalVticre> e Classier] <2
Itmade use offrigorous; Classical Philosophy goes

logic imkits analysisiof beyond thelsupposition
philesephical questions that theltask of the
: ) ; o
seeking onlyito clarifyithe  philosepher isitoxmelelys
language’ of other: clarifyithe.language’or
disciplines. other discipline Sy

15



Inlits most extreme forms,
Analytic Philosophy
denies that the diseipline
of philosophythad itstewin
body: of knowledge!

6/2/2025

"We mean also to
rule out the
supposition that
philosophy can be
ranged alongside the
existing sciences, as
a special department
of speculative
knowledge."

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth;and Logic (New York: Dover
Publications, 1952), p. 48]

16
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"There is no field of
experience which
cannot, in principle,
be brought under
some form of
scientific law, and no
type of speculative
knowledge about the
world which it is, in
principle, beyond the
power of science to

Alfred JulestAyer WLl
<7/_ (19101989) give:

[Ayer, Language, p. 48]

A a
/~
Ayer:siphilosophy became known as Logical

Positivism (or Positivism for short).

It was quickly rejected by very nearly all
philosophers with only’a few holdouts:

In the popular (asiopposed to'the academic)
discussion today, Positivism is
disparagingly referred to as *Scientism*.

44 R

17
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IRichard Dawkins

‘.
A

%@@ﬁ'
absencelofia

mtelhgence is
unequivocally a
scientific question,
even ifit is notin
practice—or not
VELEE Wo [Yed [o (Yo
one."

[The God Delusion'(Boston: Houghton'Mifflin, 2006);
58-59]

18
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7
snhe ©F The expression ‘creative
absenceloffal super-intelligence' is Dawkins!

creativelsupern fancy term for ‘God'.
intelligence'is Without argument, Dawkins is
unequivocally a asserting that the question of
SCienﬁtjifié question God's existence can only be
J

answered using the methods

even if it is notin of the natural sciences.

practice—or not

. What Dawkins completel
yet—a decided e

o gets wrong is that the
one. gquestion of God's existence is
ggfzgg(];od Delusion! (Besten: Houghton Mifflin}2006); a philosophical question_

Forewor d by Dan Egeler
1

Learning to Respond to a Dangerous Ideology

SCIENTISM
AND

SECULARISM

J. P. MORELAND

IO
X\
p ’.’L‘J L'AV.OR\
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o yAInalyticEs
Nlnlits most extreme forms,
Analytic Philosophy
denies that the diseipline
of philosophyzhad. itsfewin
body: of knowledge!

Categ jom@@ Olf 45
logic of .
glossary © ()”F
scope of ...
relation to other disciplines

SECOND-ORDER DISCIPLINE

SAClassicalfe
Classical Ph/losop@/

maintains.that. philoseoph

y
indeed l‘@s’ts own bogﬁ/

of knewledgesandican
discove__r’truths about

PHYSICS
CHEMISTRY
BIOLOGY

FIRST-ORDER DISCIPLINES
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According to the Classical Tradition
NATURAL SCIENCES

Categolies of ...
philosophical lkexgie: @i ou P H YS I C S
ofireality: l Ao
initheltraditionlof scope of ... C H E M I ST RY
lelatiomn torother:
BIOLOGY

FIRST-CRDER SECOND-ORDER P S -
DISCIPLINE DISCIPLINE FIRST-ORDER DISCIPLINES

According to the Classical Tradition
NATURAL SCIENCES

e Iy
act/|potency, Caltegellesi ol
LT i gl PHYSICS
particulanuniversai AT CHEMISTRY
substance/laccidendd

FIRST-CRDER SECOND-ORDER P S -
DISCIPLINE DISCIPLINE FIRST-ORDER DISCIPLINES

6/2/2025
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- -
FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
INTERPRETATION

Thomas Howe
\i THOMAS HO\X/E & Southern Evﬁgelical SEINIERY
e d

OoyAnalyticEs GClassSicalfesz
As Analytic Philesophy, With this, the majel
has developed inither20: differencelbetweer

into thes2ist centuries, it Analytic aﬁd Classicall
has moved away. fromithe P'fgilosophy iSythe

Positivismi of Ayer and Classical Philosophy
does seekito makeclaims  seeks to\do phlloscag#y.

e

about reallty: along the categories;of:

Ancient Greek ph/losophw

E I P

22
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> that field of philosophy/that/dealsiwithithelstudylofi
right reason or valid inferencesfandithelattending
fallacies, formal andlinformal’

> asks“Whatlisfa\validfargimentZs
“Whatlisifallaciousireas

23



> that field of philosophy:that!dealsiwithiquestionsfofi
the nature of'reality
> asks “What isiititolbelreal2:
“How/dolthingsichangelyetiie mainkthelsame e

Epistemology

> that field of philosophy: thatidealsiwithiquestionsiof:
the knowledge ofireality,

> asks "How do'I' knowiwhatlistreali?s

Canl my/ sensesitellimelevenythingktherelisito
know;aboutireality%s

6/2/2025
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Ethics

> that field of philosophy: thatidealsiwithiguestionsiofa
the nature of'right’actions

> asks “What oughtilidoi2s

tQughtiwelto dolgoodiforlitsfownlsakeNofokthe!
sakeloficertainiconseguencesYogsomething

Political Philosophy,

> that field of philosophy: that'dealsiwithiguestionsiof:
the nature of'the statei(government)

> asks "Are there!certainirightsithatitranscendithe

authority ofi thelstate2
“Whereldoesigovernmentidenivelitsfalithonityia
=WhatlistalnightZs

6/2/2025

25



Philosophy ofi Religion

> that field of  philosophy:that'dealsiwithiguiestionsiofs
the nature of'God andireligion

> asks “Does God existi?:

“Can|Hislexistencelbelrationallyddemonstratedia
=WhatiarelGodislattrhibutes P

Philosophy ofi Science

> that field of philosophy:that'dealsiwithiquestionsfofi

the nature of science and scientificlinquiky,

> asks “Does sciencelgivelusialreallaccountiofi
nature, ormerelyfalmodel s

YArel therelthingsloffllimitsito}
method?&

2Whatlisithelscientific

6/2/2025
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Philosophy. ofi ..

> mind, language; law, mathematicsjhistory¥eduication

6/2/2025
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Historically

v follows theldevelopment ofiphilosophy,
chronologically.

v Philosophy/isidividediintoifouderas?

o y

LA PANncient ==

insiwith Thalesy(624:545,BC)

6/2/2025
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begins with Descartes(1596-1650)

29



Contemporary -
(20t Century +)

& 7 = \
o ~ Medieval e
@ _béains withAugusfine (354°430)

Mode n"'J Contemporary.
begins with DeScartes|(1596-1650) (20t Century +)

6/2/2025

30



6/2/2025

Systematically,

> follows the fieldsiof philosophyi(Eogic:
Metaphysics; Epistemology:lEthicsiiPolitical
Philosophy; PhilosophylofiReligion: Rhilosoph
Science: Philosophylof )

Individual Philosopheks

v Aristotelianism;, ofiAristotle

v. Thomism), ofilihomasfAquinas
vA CartesianismiofiDescartes)
7 Whiieensinknismm, of Witcensiein

vAHowesiansiSmi

31



Individual Philosophjies

v_ British Empiricismi (LLocke’ Berkeleyasiume);

v Phenomenology/(EHusserl)

v4 ProcessPhilosophyl(Alfre diNorthAWhitehead)
vAExistentialismi(NietzschefSaitie Camus),

Philosophical Problems

v. Mind/Body! Problem

v Freedom! & Determinism

v4 Personallldentityfandiimmontality;

vA FaithfandiReason

6/2/2025
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Philosophy™

we

will be unpacking the
elements of philosophy in

ispective.
-

pe

lightfof a particular

philosoephical

33



BTihere are two great
philosophical traditions in
Western thought that have
endured since the ancient

Greeks:

»

|

Plat@, % Aristotle|

(428" 348‘BC) (384-322 BC)

6/2/2025
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X
/- T'[h] elae Worgreatss

ph@sophheoI@caI ;

dltlon m@hrlstlran
4 [ |

gh} that hav W‘tr%’iked

l thﬁese t\* reg‘_— .

ph||0§,J‘|6h|caI tradition ns.)

Aug,ustlne Aqumas

’“ (1225- 1274) 5
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aluestlons#abeuit the¥nature of reality,
and our'knowledge of it, willkenable us
id’ to pesition many questll:l)'ns and
¥ coencernsiwellhave as C tstlans
.

—

¥
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M n
begins with Descartes(1596-1650)

29 L,
“;Med als. g
begins'with,Augustine (354430)

N (1872:1970) i (§00=42000)

.

(18487925)
Contemporal’y -
(20t Century +) i)

GottloblEreg ‘Bé;trap(j Russell »§ Wilard v Ofmem,@*
X

[S
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begins with Descartes (FJ'I 596-1650)

begins with Descartes (FJ‘I 596-1650)

S0l Medleval
begins'with; Augustlne (354~

o
ARichard Swmburn Williaml*anel€raig
ond Cl ,

) temporary
@Century i)

Medle s \

beginsiwith August ne (354-430)

P
JRichard Swmburn Williamlsanel@raig
Lo | ,

91 g emporary
' WCentury i)
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Richard Swinbu\\mgl

N s -’[] Contemporary
begins with Descartes'(1596-1650) il i A '&20‘“ Centuryli-i-)

il

JosephiOwens L
(1908%005) €n \éatch
i Medieval (‘@1-@9%
7 gﬁﬂ\omistic Philosophers

ey

| . —

; : dSwinbu‘mJl Willid I!ane@‘raig

Madern Wt i Contemporary '
’::

begins with DeScartes (fLI 596-1650) il i A | Centuryli-l-j
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begins with Descartes ('11 596-1650)

begins with Descartes (FJ‘I 596-1650)

Armand NMautrer

(191552008) (1925-1993)

emporary
“‘ Century +)

George Klubertanz

A0
Edward FeSe‘r

: Medleval
Thomlstlc Philosophers

(20t century )

';:emporary
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Joseph Owens 'ﬂ%’ \featch ArmandNTaurer > 3 George Klubertanz
9
Y

(1908-2005) (1S§1-1999) (1915°2008) 9202 (1925-1993)

=S|
!

y

Edward Fesérf

Richard Swinbu{ne
n T ,/i/ Contemporary
begins with Descartes(1596-1650) itk i :;é'.‘ ’r (205 Century]’il-)
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Norm! LXGeisler Thorrp’asA Howe
(1982:2019) g

Megiileval
ThomisticiPhilosophers

.

1 ,James*D@IezaI Bavid Haines Travis Car:npbell

Medieval
Thomistic ii hilosophers

begins with Descartes (FJ‘I 596-1650)
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begins with Descartes (FJ'I 596-1650)

N

Moder ‘
begins with Descartes(1596-1650)

'“"T'Hd Swinbd_rrg‘g WilliaglEanelCraig

‘-

ntemporary
0tBICentury #)

Robert Muller

ﬁ
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George
Klubertanz
(1925-1993)

Josepﬁ @wens
(1908-2085)

John X. F. Knasas§

W

Armagd®™Maurer

(19%5.2008)

Gaven Kerr

haurice olloway,
57

Norman L.
Geisler
(1932-2019) |

\P Protestan

l

t Ev?ngellcal -

t,.

|
1 David Haines i Travis

6/2/2025

44



6/2/2025

Ak
SOUTHERN
EVANGELICAL Apply  Give  NationalConference

AboutSES  Acedemics  Admissions  CurentStudents  Upcoming Events  Resources  Blog  Alumni & Pariners  SES Store

Faith & Reason

DOES THOMISM LEAD TO CATHOLICISM?

-

What is "Thomism' and Why Does It
Matter Now?

While:

As a matter of fact, 1 find Aquinas’s philosophy to be a helpful
prolegomena for evangelical thealogy. After all, Aquinas defended

bt N .
N O rm a n I G e I S I e r metaphysical realism, the correspondence view of truth, propositional
. 4 g 4 3 i 4

revelation, classical apologetics, and classical theism—all of which are

) helpful to defending the evangelical positions. Indeed, one has to
( 1 9 32-2 O 1 9 ) search hard, if not in vain, to find an evangelical philosopher who can

match Aquinas in these areas.’

CATHOLICS

(771(/

i

AGREEMENTS
(7’71(/

DIFFERENKCES

N © R M. AN

GEISLLR?

.y (l/ﬁ(/

Norman L. Geisler | McKENZIE!! : Ralph E. MacKenzie
(1932-2019) TR : (1932-2021)
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