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A DIVIDED CHURCH
.How Bad Is It?

"LIKE a large and startled family,
living in a .ramsha.ckle old house
'Yhose-front wall has suddenly col

lapsed, ther~:~eell,l..~ to~be,~ row going,on in
practically ev~rY' room~with tambourine
bashing Jesus" children screaming at ele
gant·Anglo-Catholic homosexuals in ,black
silk .suits;" - The Sunday Times,., .London,
Apr~lli, '1993.

This family is the Church of, England.
The., row .is about admitting women to the
priesthood. The graphic descripti()n 9f deep
disunity.appljes just..as well to all.Christen~
dome ,With the-patriarchs of the Orthodox
C~urchand the pope condemning the .deci
sion'to allow women tq,be priests, the ov~r

alr'result, oner~port concllld~~, is that "the
dream of reunification with the rest of
Christendom is farther away than ever."

Demonstration by priests against abortion

How Divided Is the Church?
As we read at Matthew 7:21, Jesus Christ

said that many would profess faith in him
as Lord..but still fail to 'do the will of his
Father.' ;Maclean's magazine observes:
~'Readers of Matthew seeking salvation
could be excused for confusion about what
exactly the will of God is, when Christians,
~nd their churches, differ so profoundly:
on ,the question." Following a poll among
Canadians, it concluded that there is "tre
mendous diversity in Canadian Chris
tians' beliefs and practices-more divers~ty

among members of any given denomina
tion, in fact, than between th~ denomina-:
tions themselves."

Acco~di11-g to its survey, 91 percent 'of
Catholics agree with the' use, of ·artificial
birth control even though their church
condemns it; 78 percent think women
should be allowed to become priests; and
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A disunited' church produces disunited
:people. In' the ',Balkans, both Serbian and
Croat "Christians" feel that Christ is with

,themin th~ir "just" war. Many wear·cruci
'fixes'iil ba:ttle;,':one, it is reported, "always
held his crucifix in his mouth when the
fightip.g;was fiercest~"

"'ThereShould Not'
Be Divisions Among·,you.',"

True, the Bible:leaves S'ome matters ,to
consci:ence·,but· this, should" not leave: room
for such'·divisibn. The apostl~ Paul'clearly
states: -'''You should allspe,~k Iand~ctl in
agreement, and ..' . there shoul<inot'be'di
visions among you."-l Corinthians 1:10;
Ephesians 4:15, 16. ,

.An honest look at "ChristiaIiity,"';'sorne
two,'thou.sand years a.fter the.··apo$tle Paul
Wrote those words raise's ·sonie'v~nr.;:s'erious
questions. WhY' are'''Christlaris~''so divid~

ed?"'C'ali ·such'a divided":'church'sutvive?
Will there ever be a. ufiited.:Christelidbri1?
:Fhe next article' Will' consi.:der:,these{'ques~
tiOllS~ "," .. .. ,

.• \Yid?l~i~ri~tte~ed£~yofr~ligiOllS;.~UprQ
~¢ssi~g,s~~e kind of faith inJ~slls.(Jhrist.

•·•• ,··.·•.~Qwe-ver,itislldivid¢df~lI.lil~jwith con
.....\fll~tingheliefsaD.d .stal\l~al'ds Qfbe~aviQr;
"'iPrese~t..~ay.ehtis~ia~~t.y ·'C'>•.has low-
el'standlirtts ~orqhurcb.~7Irtpership than
tnosefoi'gfattinfonao'U:s/' says one ob
server~Bow,thel1, shoul<i"'~e'Qiagnose its

•••••J

.:.::" ..:.

i~,,~p~·oD.e·~uth6rviews'Christiailityi--'as:'a
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·,,·GanIISuffJivf,? '.

41 percent accept aborti~m.,"in certain cir-
- cumstances."Disagreement wit4in the

different denominations .on "a host of theo
logical questions," Maclean/s'says, "und~r...;

scores the divisions tearing at the seams of ,
the mainstream churches."

'·:DoubleStandat-ds '
,; 'Double standard's 'as·well·:a:s··conflicting
(stahdaros exist';:tin: morals.' .Some.profess
to uphold' the Bible"'s priheiplesl,:~l)ut 'others

i~"1 't £lout; them. Was' the: "marriage'~· ceremony
l. ~ ",,~~, perforllledfor,lwo Lesbians in the' Metro

",,: ,.,.' I politan 'Church of Tor()~to,for :example, 'ill
keeping With God~s, will?' :The" partic,ipants

t'" evidently thought'so. "We'want to, celebrate
out love publicly ·andbefore Go~," they'·said~

On~c6Iurririi!st:askedhowit w'as,that:"a '
Catholic archBishop with whom complaint
after complaint had been' filed~ 'moved pedo
philiaC": priests' to .a': :differeIit 'Set, of 'altar
Dtiys:"'Priest Al1drewGr~eleysuggests that
from 2,000 to 4,000 priests may have'abused
'iliOO,:~OO\ und~rage:yict~ms, oftentim¢sWith
little.'doileabout it..,'



spiritual.·state·? .Catholic. bishop Basil·But
lerconcludest "A dividedChristiamty is
very:: ill· indee.d." .(The ... Church and.Unity)
How. did the~jllness"begin?Are there hopes
for .recovery·?

"The. IVl~n of Lawl~ss~ess;~
T~~:~postle .PalJ:l ~~·~;ne(.l· that...dis~nity

wquld .d~velop. To Ghr~.~ti~~~; in r,hessal.oni
ca who thought.'.th·~t,~h·ri$t':s,:,p:re~'elJ.ce was
imminent, he.wrQ~~: "Let.~Qol1eseduce.you
in any mann:er.,·ljecaus.e :it .[Jehova.h'sday]
will not 'C():nlJ~~; l1Ii.less the apostasy comes
first a.nd,:--the·man, of lawlessness gets. re
vealed·,·.the son·of destruetion/'-2 Thessa
lonians:2·:3.

This "maI>l of lawlessness"· introduced
apostasy and rebellion into the Christian
congregation. Who is' he?; Not ;any·jndivid
ual man· but, rather~.. ·the clergy'-class' of
Christendom. This class elevated itself over
the apostate congregfatiotl relatively soon
after the death:o£ Jesus'·apostles, and even
tually came· to' teach pagan .philosophies,
s'!J.c4 as the Trinity a~d the immortality 'of
the human soul. (Acts'20:29;~.30; 2 Peter 2::
1";3) ··Like a lethal virus,' it· infected the
professing C'hristiancongreg-ation with
demon..;irtspired id-eas that'would lead in
evitably todi$unity.-Galatians·5:7-10.

T~ecoritagion:ha(ralreadystarted in'the
apostlePauf's day.. He wrote: "True, the
mystery of this lawlessness is already'at
work; but only till he who is right nowact~
ing.as·a I.'e~~r~i~t.g~ts!.tobe <?~tof.the way."
(2 ~hes~aJ9ni~~s:2::'7).The appstles ~cted as
a :}~estr~int :~g~iJ1stthe pOlson.of aposta~
sy.When their unifying i~.fluence was·.re~

llloved, :'"llP,res.traineqapostasy spread -like
.,~~ngrene-.~.l Til}1othy '4:1-3;·. 2. Timothy 2:
lQ~:+8. "-

.The activities of .this ··"man.·of·lawless
1J;e~S~~.continue un.abated~ In·a recent report

on "a chu.rch in .sexual and theological tor
ment,"!one archdeacon of-the Church of En
gland isquoted'as complaining: "Motions
calling.,on the clergy not to'. indulge in .sex
ual activity outside' marriage are flu.ng out.
Practising homosexuals are;ordained. They
have made good evil and.evil good."-·The
Sunday ·Times Mqgazihe,·London, Novem
ber 22, 1992.

Wheat and Weeds
Jesus Christ himself taught th'at tru~

Christianity would temporarily. disappear
from view. He said that the founding: ofthe
Ch:risti~ncongrega.tion was like a man'sow
ing fine. seed in his field. But, Jesus .s~id,
"his enemy came ~nd oversowed weeds· in
among the wheat."· When his slaves. asked
wheth~r they; ~hould. try' to uproot: the
weeds,_ the: tleld.QWIl,.er said: "No; that by no
chance~ w~Jle collecting the weed~, Y9~.UP
root the wheat witll them." How long 'would
this mingling of wheat and weedscontin
ue? The owner 9f the field said: "Let both
gr6w together until the harvest."'~Mat
thew 13:25,29, 30. :

:Ul1til"tlle ,harve~t,'" or time qf. separa
tion durifi~ the last day~ ..'of:the "s'ystem.. of
things," imitation Christians grewalong
side ~rue.Christi~Il.~., (~~tthew 28:~O) Sa
tan the Devil used ~he apostates to create
a ~orrupt and divide9. tJ:nitation Christian

.congregation. (Matthew 13:36-39) They
produced'a shamefql·~ounterf~it ofgenuine
Christianity. (2. Corinthians 11:,3, 13-15;
Colossians 2:8) As the church fragmented
over thH:'centuries, it became increasingly
difficult to identify true Christians.

New'Divisi'ons
In more moderA' ti~es, '~ays .The Tes·ting

of the Churches__1932-1982, ''In]ew divi
sions have·appeared., in particular the char
ismatic movement,. with its .. eIl1phasis on
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,personal faith and experience." Inter-
I estingly, some see the born again, char

ismatic movements as signs· of spiritual re
covery rather than new divisions. Northern
Ireland, for example, experienced such are
vival in the 1850's~ High-·hopes were raised.
A report told of "fraternal union ... among
the Presbyterian, Wesleyan, and Indepen
dent ministers" and said that "every day
brought new ta}es. of trances, sleeps, vi
sions, dreams and miracles."-Religious
Revivals.

Many saw these dramatic manifestations
as evidence. of God's spirit 'working to re
v~ve his church. "The church of God," said
one observer, "in its highest ~ehse is in
these districts revived." H-owever, even
though this particular reVival was heralded
as "a gl~rious and'unprecedented epoch in
the religious history of Dlster," it and other
reVivals like it have not produced religious
unity, among those who claim a spiritual
rebi!th.· .'

~~ch one~.will-argue that they are united
in fundamentals. But'this is the same, ar
gument _:used by the l."est, of Christendom,
wh.Q 'rationalize that '''what unites Chris
tians is'_already far more important than
the m~tters tha~ still divide them." (The
Church and Unity) Chri:s~~ndom cl~ims:

In Our Next Issue

W.hy Does Fear Grip the World?

Work Hqrd for t.he Salvation
of Your'Household

How D~o You Settl.e Dirfferences?
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"Our fundamental unity with each other
and with all our fellow Christians is rooted
in our baptism in Christ." (Christians in
Communion) To say that the divisions are
unimportant because of common faith in
Jesus is, however, like saying that cancer is
not serious as long as your heart is strong.

The reality is that such modern religious
movements have added to the confusion
and produced spiritual anarchy as persua
sive teachers corral followers for them
selves.Jim Jones and David Koresh are
recent examples of spiritual leaders who
misled thousands. (Matthew 15:14) One
Baptist minister is a leading memb~r of the
Ku Klux Klan. He links his campaign for
white supremacy with a religions revival
and says that those who take part in it will
"be given the strength of providence on
high, given the courage of-He· who died on
Calvary [Jesus Christ]."

What about the supposed miracles, the .
powerful. works, and· the.signs .. performed
in the name of Jesus? .. RemeJIlber Jesus
Christ's strong warni~g·_that.itis, not those
merely. saying "Lord, Lord" who gain his
approval, but, rath~r,'tho~e who do the
will of his Father.' Map.y today do not even
know the name of his ,Father, J~hovah. Je
sus warned of those who would 'expel de
mons in his name,.. and perform powerful
works in this" ~am~" and yet would be
"workers of lawlessness."-Matthew 7:
21-23. ',.

"Get Out Of,Her'MY'People"
What is the" prognosis for sick Chris

tendom? Very' :poor.-Should we, then, take
Catholic bishop:; Butler's advice, to "join
[the church] without more ado and to lend
our aid to her continual 'purification' from
within her ranks"? No! Divided and divi
sive Christendom will not survive. (Mark
3:24, 25) She is part of a world :empire of



'.J

false religion'~alled B~bylon;the,,~Great.

(Revelation 18:2,- 3) This,:;bloodguUty" 'reli
gious ~ystem fa~es immi';lent destrUction,
at God's hand. .

The Bibledo~~ not suggest thatgenu-'
ine Christiansstay·:~th.1.Ir;thiscdrruptre~;'
Ug;iousorganizffti~n~·ahd:t~to tef()~m J.1er
fro,tll in~ide ....:Rath~r, tt ~~()rts:"G~}~/,out of
her;~y:people; 'if :yolldQnQt,w~nt to 'share
with her ill per S~$'".~p-~if~~~,g~llotwant

;:~:~~i::lil,~!~ti~?llr~~~:~~
IXlind'.i",:,~eYel\8;tion '18:4:, 5. "
?'~f~~t ~Q-tit" to· where?'Remember, Jesus
p~o~i~edithat at~hetb;ll~()f the. harvest,
true Christians would.'be ,gathere-d together

~ _ J' • ,. " '-'_..... • ,

I~Godh(Jsca"e~,."'~r~c:ts:()lin;ustice to mind"

again:int9 ~_'-worldwide unity. The ',prophet
Mi~~h,aJso;foretold ~uch a regathering with
'thesErwords:' "Ill unity I shall set them, like
,a·flqckin<tne pen." '(Micah 2:12} Has this
4~l>.p·~1l~d?

\tv:.f. _' _,','~;'~~~C '"' ..... ",_._.__ " _ ,_"'>~ ".~. ,~r~~'··'.J
~hg om;iii0~3rlanas~ They have trejected
Chtist.end.om'·s divisive teachings and seek
t6·worship God acc~rding to the truth of his
Word.-Johfi:8::31,32; 17:17.

You are' wa17mly invited to speak with
them. If you' vvould~keto'lrnow more about
Jehovah':$ .Witp,esses, please contact them
·locally,orthrop~htheappropriate address'
on.page 2ofth~s:',rnagazine.



ARE YOU FEEDING?
AT WHICH TABLE

"YOu cannot be partaking of 'the table ofJehovah' and the table ofdemons."
-1 CORINTHIANS 10:21.

2. (a) What table of Jehovah existed inthe days
of ancient Israel, and who shared in the commu
nion sacrifices? (b) What does, partaking of the
table of Jehovah mean today?

rifice they sacrifice' to .demons, and not to
God; and I do not wari~ you to become shar
ers with the .demons.. You cannot be drink
ing the cup bf Jehovah and the cup of de
mons; you' 'cannot be partaking of 'the
table of Jehovah' and the table of demons."
~1 Corinthians 10:20, 21.

2 Paul's words remind us of the commu
nion sacrifices that the ancient Israelites

1. What tables are set before us, and what warn
ing does the apostle Paul give regarding them?
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T.
'. - HESE inspired .words of the apostle
. '.' Paul show that two figurative tables

are set before mankind. Each table
is identified by the kind of symbolic food
placed upon it, and all of us are eating at
one or the other. However, if we wish to
please God, we cannot be feeding at his
table and, at the same time be nibbling
at the table of demons. The apostle Paul
warned: "The things which the nations sac-



offered under Jehovah's Law. The altar of
God was, called a table, and the one bring
ing the. animal to be sacrificed w~s·said·~o
have .- cOIrfmunion .with Jehovah and with
the p:riests. How? First,Jehovah slla.red·in
the sacrifice because the ·bloodwas'·sprin
kledupon.his altar~~d the fat .~as'.con

sumed.'by flamesllnd~rneath. S,econd, the
priest shared inthatJte{and his family) ate
the roasted brea~.t .and····right leg of the
animal sacriticed.~'_.~d·tbird, the offerer
shared by eating.th.~restalit. '(Leviticus 7:
11-36) T0:aay,;'partaking-'of the'table of ,Je
hovah means that we give him the kind of
worship- that he req~ires, as e~em.plifiedby
Jesus' and his apostles.. T<l;:do thi~, we must
feed spiritually on vyhat Jehovah"provides
through his Worcland, organiz'ation~.The
Israelites, who enjoyed sp.e.cialcQmmunjon
with Jehovah at histaJ~le;,'w~r~.forbidden
to offer sacrifices to d.em()ns'a~ their table.
Spiritual Israelites and their "other sheep"
companiop.s .are- under the ~am.~ divi~e pro-
hibitiQri.~John10:1(3.,., '

3. How could· one become,gu.ilty of partak
ing'Qf,the table of,::qemons ,~n our day? .By
serving. the. ·interest$>:of:..,a:!lything opposed
to' Jehovah., The table of demons includes all
demQnie'p~opaga~d~,whichisde~igPced to
mislead;1~p.dto turn us away, frQmJehoyah.
Who would want to feed his heart and mind
on s~ch pO,l;SQn? True Christians.. :r,.ef'qse .to
$hare intlie sacrific,es that-·wost,p~.ople to
<;lay pffer to'.the g9ds of war 'and. ric4es.
.0rMatthew 6,:.2'4. ,- ,

.";,:AVoiding"'the; Table iof Demons"
4T~equestioh .ali of us· face is,· At'which

tabl~)aI1l1feeding?We cannot escape the

3'.;:. How·,¢()u14·on:~'become;Jguilty of partaking 'of
the table ofdeDlQfis in our day?
4. What·qllestiQn"dQ~a11ofus face, and why
would weliotk}il:<I>;Wi'ng1y' wan!t:'to partake of the
table of demons? . ,.

f~ct that we are obliged to eat,,at: one' tab~e
or the other. (Compare Matthew12:pO~)We
would not knowingly want"t() b'e,':pElrtakiJ1l:g
of the table of demons. To'·:dQ;c:th~t would
cost uS the favor of the only true and living
Gq~l, ,Jehovah. On theouher' hand, to par~-·

take of 'food. onlycat Jeh()vah's .taple leads
to our everlas~ing life in happine$sl(~o1in
17:3)ThereIs:a sayirig that -a,perspn is.·what
he eats. Anyone, then, who wants. to: keep
in good physical alldm~;ntalhealth;':has to
,watch his diet. Just as hi,gh~fat junk food,
'though tastily prepared With chemical ad
ditives,does~()t90i1tributeto:our contin
ued physical' health, ,so,.thepropaganda of
this world lacedwithdemoni~ideasis bad
figurative junkfo.od·that· will corrupt our
minds.

5 The apqstlePaul fore,told that during
the last days,people,W'9v1d,:be led astray by
the "teachings of demoris'~;'(1 Timothy 4:1)
Not only are such demonic teachings found
in false religious. beliefs but they" ar.e also
widely promulgated in other way,s. For ex
ample, we need to analyze and weigh what
books all;d magazines we and our children
read,wpat t(elevisiol1 programs' we view,
an~rwhatplaysand films'wewatch. (Prov
erbs14:15) If'for recreation we read· fiction,
does it feature senseless'violence, illicit sex,
,o,r 'occult 'practices? If we read nonfiction in
order to: b'e instructed, does it· expound '8.
:philosophy or way of life "not according to
Christ"?'(Colossians 2:8) Are empty spec
ulations presented, or is involvement in
worldly social movements advocated? Does
it foster the determination to get·ve"ry rich?
(1 Timothy 6·:9)' Is it a publication that sub
tly presents divisive teachings that are .un
Christlike? If the· answer is yes aDd we con
tinue to read or view such material, we risk

5. How. can we avoid taking in demonic teach
ings today?
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Jehovah's table is brimming with the best of
spiritual food

feeding at the table of demons. Today, there
are hundreds of thousands of publications
that promote worldly philosophies that
seem so enlightened and current. (Eccle
siastes 12:12) But none of this propaganda
is really new; nor does it work for one's
benefit and betterment, any more than
what Satan cunningly said to Eve worked
for her betterment.-2 Corinthians 11:3.

6 Therefore, when Satan invites us to
taste his demonic junk food, how should we
respo~d? As Jesus did when he was tempt
ed by Satan to turn stones into bread. Jesus
replied: "It is written, 'Man must live, not
on bread alone, but on every utterance com-

6. When Satan invites us to taste his demonic
junk food, how should we, in effect, respond?
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ing forth through Jehovah's mouth.'" And
when the Devil offered Jesus "all the king
doms of the world and their glory" 'if he
would fall down and do an act of worship to
Satan, Jesus responded: "Go away, ·Satan!
For it is written, 'It is Jehovah your God
you must worship, and it is to him alone you
must render sacred service.' "-Matthew 4:
3, 4, 8-10.

7 Jehovah's table and the table spread by
his demonic enemies can never be recon
ciled! Oh, yes, it has been tried before. Re
call the ancient Israelites in the days of the
prophet Elijah. The people claimed to wor
ship Jehovah, but they believed that oth
er gods, such as Baal, promised prospe;i
ty. Elijah approached the people and saId:
"How long will you be limping upon two

7 Why are we deluding ourselves if we think we
c~n successfully feed both at Jehovah's table and
at the table of demons?
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eigntyofJehovah God and for:his ~Kingdom
by which he will sanctify his holy ,name~

. ~,!evelation.7:9::J~'J"~,::,\",c;.'[:,~:.K'·",m[;'::::,,;;,,.~"~{.~J(;~E~ii;.,:,.,:',:,·.'.~.;,' ..,.,",;" .j;
I~ _.. ;.: \i

"~.::~.~~~~',.'.~<-:. :~:i

ti ./:;\'1'4'-

~;~~~'i~;/~;~j;;~~E}d~::~~. . .' _.d?:;lJ7j:./~
'" . .' ~.:,:.: .~" . -I ;ifChtistenaomand'
"~'~~e res ',' oftlf~::··~Ysteni 'of things are starv-
ing for the lack: of life-givingsp~ritual' food;
Jehovah's ,people are'· feasting. (Amos 8:11)
This is in fulfillment of the prophecy at Isa~

i~h :25:6: "Jeh6vah' of '~rmies will c~rtainly

make for all the peoples, in this mountain,
a banquet o{ well-oiled dishes, .tt 'banquet bf
wine kept 'on' the dregs, or'well-oiled dish~

·es:filled with marrow, of wine k(3pt 'on. the
dregs,filter~d.",As' verses' .7alld 8 show,
thisfeast will continue everlastingly. What
a l:>lessiIig"it:is' for all in Jehovah's visible
organizatipl1 hpw, and what a bleseing'it
WUl contintte to be in the 'future! .

different opinions? If'Jehovah is,·t~e ,tru~

God,. go folloWing.him;·but if Baalis;f)igo
followinghil1l." Undeniably, the Isra¢J~tes

were.:hobbling "Jirst.on one leg thep.·ol1 "th.e
other.~.' (1·K.ings·:1S):~21·; The' JerU8.alem·Bi
ble)'Elijah chal1engedthe priests of.Baal to
prove the •..g(1),.dship,cof their .deity~;.The:,God
that couJ:d? "bring; ,~fire:down, from ,heaven
upon:·a·saerifice wou1dpt~ve~to be~the true
God. ':Despite m-ach effort; the:. priests of
Baal: failed.. Then' ·Elijahsimplyprayed:
"Q Jehovah,.. ca:nswer me, ' that:.this·:p.eople
may know ··that 'you, Jehovah, are. the' true
God." IIn:lllediatelyfire from Jehov~h 'shot
down from heaven and ,consu:;J:l):.ed "the
water-drenched aniD;1al·~acrifice. Sti~:red'by

the(convinQingdeJ;llo:Q.~tratio:g..of J~hoya~:s
g9ds~ip, .. :'~h~, people:()b~y~d. ·El:ijah':~JJ-d. put
all·/f50; ··PfQph~tso9fBa;al·~(1:d.eath,. ,( 1 Kipg~

18;24-40). .~o:- toqay, w~,mus~ r~q()gnize, !~~~
hovah as the true Gpdanq' d~ci~iv~ly turn.
to. feeding o~ly.at.J~is table if-.w~ ...~ave not
alr~~dy49neso. ', .. .Dew·are; of' the Poisonous

Food!'~:ntbe Ta:bleofDe:m.ons
'·"Th~·Fai.thfuISlave' . 10 Food~()rl?the table of demons is pojson-

Serv.esJ~hoVah'sTable',,,,,,;.+, o~s. Coh,sider, for example, theifood dis
"""'~'~i1 pensedhythe evil slave class ~dt.he apos

,~~!,r!;: tates~ Itdoes'ttot nourish or build up; it is
.,:-~'-_. . . . ..•.. fJ1~$' . notwholesome,'Itcannot be, for, the apos-

.."~_, .. _~t~ap~Jjstha.t slave .if,l,ii~;Diaster tates havestoppe4 •..·f~edi~g· .·~t .Jehovah's
on a:trIw,Ji,.fi#qs, him' doing so~. T11dyJ"s~y table. Asa ~eslilt,Whatevertheyhaddevel
t01you,iH!e;,wilh8iJlPoint him'o;v~r;anlj.ilfhe~ oped o~theA~wpers9hality is' gQn.e.. What
longinJgs.'~. (Matthew .21:45-47).,This slaye motivates thelriis, ·,.notJi~ly~pi):,it",but'.vit
has ,proved to be,: notap.y'~inglein~iVitlliaI, riolic bitterness; They are obsessed With
b1lt'theplass.ofdedieated;.ariointed Chris- only one ait,n~beating. their forme.r fellow
t~~.This ,. class.haspnt uPon Jehovah's slaves, as ~esus foretold; .:.,-Matt:p.ew 24:
t~~~ethe.'finest spiritualfood,tfor.both the 48,49. '~'. ,',', '
,',~~~i~:ted'refunant and the "gTeat crowd'." .

'.' frNf" .\.. ':'" ';' . ill~' . h \':9. What· instrument has the-slave ·lclass·ID,eeIi.

·t!iJI;t;'t:~£:~:~ti5e:r~tf!~~ :i~~:l~ia:;rit~t~~Jo~gir!~~JI~~~::
~:.; ;".' )':~;'." :;..~; 10. (a) What kind of food is dispensed by the
8."What sla~~'~Id!J\~slls"fo~eteifhew~~lduse 'to evil' slave class;.: and what. is their motivation?
feed his,:dis,ciples:'spiriittally:·during:his·,-,presence, (b) How do,the evil: slave class treat their former
and what is the slave's identity? .' . fellow slaves?



\~I~~T'~'~;:I'l~~l!!~:!!i!t~:'":;'~'
Or -us-~ personally, the hazard reIllains~

Wby? ,For one thing,some ,of the apostate
literature presents ·,·falsehoods by' rrteans
of "smooth talk" and "counterfeit words."
(Romans 16:17, 18; 2 Peter 2:3) What~w()tlld
you·'expect from the table of demons? And
while the apostates may also present cer
tain facts, these are usually taken out of
context with the goal of drawing others
away from the table of Jehovah. All their
writings simply criticize and tear down!
Nothing is upbuilding.

13 Jesus said:" "By' their fruits you will
recognize them.'"(Matthew 7:16) What,
n.ow,' are the fruits of the apostates 'and
th,eir publications? Four things mark their
propaganda. (1) Cleverness. Ephesians 4:14
says that they are'''cunning in contriving
error.'" (2) 'Prideful intelligence. (3)' Lack
of love. (4) Dishonesty in' various forms.
These are the..very ingrediepts,of the food
that is on,the.. table of demon~,"all of which
~s, design~d,toundermine the .f~ith of,Jeho
vah's:people.., ,i;

,~ 14 And, there is another as. -ec.t.Ttl:wh~t

\~~:e.:::::llllt;i!~~i'I~~;!
Moreover, most no longer take a firni Scrip
tural stand regarding, ,blood, neutrality,
and,thenee4.to witness about God's"King
dome We,tp.ough, have escaped the, da~kness of Babyl,on the. Great, and wene,~%.;1

.8~a~t to return to~}~~~r.~:::;I:i;:::

13, 14. What are the fruits. of the apostates and
their propaganda?
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11 Eor'example,. away back in 1909, the
.then president of the Watch Tower Society,
C. T. Russell, wrote about those who turned
·~W~Y.,JrgAlJeJ;1~vah'st~ble~ndthen lJegan
t().'!fli~,t~~a~ their, fQrmer~,fel1o:wslave~ ..Tlw
Watch TOliJe-r:of Octo~er 1, 19.09, said':" "All
wllo cut loos¢' from th~ Spcieiy'and -its
work, instead of prosp~ring themselyes or
upbuilding others in th~ faIth an~ 'm the
graces of the spirit,:·s.e,e:r,ningly do the re
ver~e-atterppt injury}.tQ the -Cau.se, they
oJ;lce served, and, .with more or less noise,
gradual}y sinlt, i:Q.to~'oblivion,harmi~g only
themselves an.a others' possessed of a. simi
l~rly contentious spirit.... If some', think
thatthey ~~ri",get as goocl.or better proven
de! at other tables, or that they can prQduce
a~ ,good;,'or.better thetpselves-Iet;these
ta:ke 'their :course... "'Brit .while' we are
wiliingtllat others sho\!ldgo aJ)ywhere and
everyWhere t9 find foodaila light tQ their
satisfaction, strarige to say, those who be
come ou~ opponents, take! a, very different
cours~. Instead'of sayjng jn'them~Dlyfash
ion of the world,. 'I h8:v.e,fou:pd .som~thing

whic~ .1;prefer; ~ 'goodbye!' these. manifest
anger, malic~, hatreq",strife, "wOI'~sof the
flesh and oft4e devil' such.,as, w_e'h~ve 11.ever
kn<;>wu worldly people to,e;xhibit. They seem
i~o¢u~~ted wit~ madne~s,,.:~atallic ,hydr()
phqqia:Irabi~s]. ~om~·.9f them., smite us ~lld
the~\/cl~ilIl.'\t~atw~ did th~, ~mitil)g~ They
are ready'tQ:~Ayandwrite'c<Jntemptfble fal
sities andtp}~toop tq do..'ni~a~ness/"

12:',Yes,.,,'apq~tates p~l;>lisJl·ljt~,ra.ture that
r~sorts·tQ"dist.ortions,.·hal£~t,I'Uths,and out
right 'fa1sehood.They even picket Witness

_nt~~ili.~Wf.jli:1,E.~)
il. ·What,didC. T~"Russell write; as toone's
choice of spiritual food, and:how'didhe describe
those·who'forsake Jehovah's table?,
12. (a)' How do apostates beat' their· fellow
slaves? (b)' 'Why is jtdangerous';out 'of curiosity
to feed on the writings of apostates?
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the table of demons, will pe forced to 'attend
a literal ~meal, no, not' as part~kers,but

as the main '"course-to their destruction!
-See Ezekiel 39:4; Revelation 19:17, 18.

17 Only Jehovah's table will re:rnain.
T'hose who are 'appreeiatively feeding at it
will 'be preserved and Will be privileg,etl to
eat there for all time to 'co:m~. Nev~r .again
will food shortages'of .any ~~d" thre'~t'~l1
them. (:~~al~ 67:6; 72':16) In perfect h~'aJth
they will,s~r\Te:Jehovah God in Paradise!'At
last the"stirring words of Revel~tion ~1:'4

will be magnificently fulfilled: "He wiJl"vip~
out every, tear from their eyes, ,and death
will be :no more', neither will mournIng .nor
outcry nor pain be anymore. Thef()rJ;Iler
things have passed away·."W\th oPP9sition
~thing 91t~e past, Jehov~hGod's univer.sal
s~verei~ty w,illoptain eyer~he~e ~9r~ver
ahd ever as endless divine favor pours upon
redeemed map-kind occupying the .Paradi~e
earth. 'ro gain thts. r'eward, iet all of Jis be
determined to part,ake.e~clusively of. J~ho
y~'s table, :'which is 'briIllIliip.g with ~the
b~st of spiJ;itu8.I food! .~~, :

17. What blessings come to those who Ieed ex';'
elusively .at.:Jehov~h's table? .

15S~;;ti::y be inquisitive about accu
sations that the apostates make. But we
should take ,td 'heart the principle at~beu~

teronomy' 12:30, 3t. Here Jehoyah through
Mose's" warned the Israelites about what to
avoi9.>;dhce they' di~pt)ssessed"the pagan in
habItan.ts of· the P'fomised' Land. "Watc~
(nlt··;for"yourself'·"fot,fearyou may 'be 'en,;.
tr~pped '~after :,them, 'aft~r they have been
annihilated from before' ryou, and ~for fe'ar
you may ihquire respecting their gods', say
ing, 'How'·was it these nations used to Serve
their gods?:' And I, yes, I; Will do the same
way. ' You mu~t not' <;10 that way to Jehovah
yOllr'God'l"" Yes, :Je~ovah God :knows 'how
h1irriiln eu.riositY(":Wqrks. :lte~emQer. Eve,
and also:' Lot'·s: wife!- '(L~e:'17::B2'~; ~!",rT}mQ~

(;.r"",,~,c,£' .."~_.3 ~~i!:~~~
us be busY--bUilaiiig. :peopl~ up and loyally
feeding ,a~ tb~: t~ble ?t Je~oY~4!, :

'Only~Jehovah's Table' Will'Remat-n
16 Shortly/the gTeat~tripul~tionwill sud

denly bre'iikout~\:b1Qyi*gqiti~ldy-toaclimax
in "'the 'war of the gt·eat~~;daY'..of God the
Al*lightYJ~''': (RevelatIon 16:14;' '16) It will
reach; a crescendo as Jehovah :aestroys:this
sy~t~ni of;thi~gs. and the ;f1gU!t~t~yetab~e at
wh~e4the world~js n'ation's'~·h~~e·b·een'feed
ing., Jehovah -will 'also bverth'row the 'e:q.tire
irivisID:b~~':;:'(j,tg:anizati(jlt of 'Satan' ,the ,Devil
with:"its horde;s'~'of demons'. Those1who have
co~tiIiued'lo:'fee'([at :~Satari's spiritual ta~le',

1~. 'What~ \l3ible..,p~i~~i~l~'i, h~lps ustQ"take. tJ:le
Wise course','wh~ll" -We, ,hear of accusations the
apostat~s-mak~?;~:~'" ,- \',:",,'-": ..... ':. .',. -- '. r'.. ,-'.

16.- (a) ·What:Will'-sho~.tly;'-b:appeh.to,.·S'atan, his
d~Jn<;>~s,.~a;nd. the: fi;gu.ratige ,table,·at::~hich the
wQrld'e natiol)..s hav~ be~ll f~~c.ting? (b) What wil~
;h'appen to aU hu~ahs wijd 'colltinJltfto feed at the
table 'Of .demons?';, .'. ~ ; '. ", ,


