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"If the CSBI is substantially changed, even 
in one of its propositions, it’s no longer the 

CSBI. Even if the new entity has 90% 
continuity with the old entity, it’s still 
radically different. Blurring the lines 

between the old CSBI and the new CSBI 
would be confusing at best."

[https://defendinginerrancy.com/should-the-chicago-statement-be-revised/, accessed 02/25/25]
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Definition of 
Inerrancy

James Montgomery Boice
(1938-2000)

"What 
Scripture says, 

God says—
through human 

agents and 
without error."

[James Montgomery Boice, Does Inerrancy Matter? (Oakland: 
International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979), 13]
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"What is truth?"
Pontius Pilate, John 18:38

Misconceptions 
of Inerrancy
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1. Inerrancy and Literalism

2. Inerrancy and Jesus

3. Inerrancy and Christian Living

4. Inerrancy and Copies and 
Translations 

Adapted from James Montgomery Boice, Does Inerrancy Matter? (Oakland, CA: International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979).

What Is the 
"Chicago 

Statement?"
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The "Chicago Statement" was a 
document forged by the International 
Council on Biblical Inerrancy (ICBI). 

The statement is sometimes referred 
to by the initials CSBI (Chicago 

Statement on Biblical Inerrancy).

Ways to 
Deny or 

Compromise 
Inerrancy 
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One could deny 
inspiration altogether.  

 Since a sound doctrine of inspiration 
entails inerrancy, a denial of 
inspiration can allow a denial of 
inerrancy. 

 This is what "liberal Christianity" 
does. (Rudolph Bultmann, 1884-
1976)
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One could have a 
compromised view of 

inspiration.  

 This would allow for a compromised 
view of inerrancy. 

 This is what Neo-Orthodox Christianity 
does. (Karl Barth, 1886-1968)
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One could affirm some 
qualified view of inerrancy 

and reject how the 
Chicago Statement 
defines inerrancy.

 One could reject it by saying it does 
not go far enough. 

 This is how some Young Earth Creationists 
might frame their disagreement. 

 Note, however, that Henry Morris signed the 
statement. 
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 One could reject how the Chicago 
Statement defined inerrancy by 
modifying one or more essential 
commitments upon which the ICBI 
writers formulated the statement.

 One essential commitment upon which the 
ICBI writers formulated the statement is the 
concept of truth.
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 One could reject how the Chicago 
Statement defined inerrancy by 
modifying one or more essential 
commitments upon which the ICBI 
writers formulated the statement.

 Another essential commitment upon which 
the ICBI writers formulated the statement is 
inspiration.

Attacks on 
Inerrancy: 

A Short Historical 
Reconnaissance
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Inerrancy and 
Church History

John D. Hannah
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Peter A. Lillback Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.

Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon and the 

Downgrade 
Controversy
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

Metropolitan Tabernacle, London
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"If a mariner, having to traverse an 
unknown sea, does not put implicit 

confidence in his charts, and 
therefore does not consult them for 

guidance in steering the ship, he is, as 
anyone can see, every moment 

exposed to dangers of various kinds. 
Now, the Word of God — the Book 
written by holy men as they were 

moved by the Spirit of God — is the 
Christian's chart … 

"The captain is supposed to be well 
instructed therein, and to be able, by 

consulting the charts, to steer the 
ship aright … The first step astray is a 

want of adequate faith in the divine 
inspiration of the sacred Scriptures. 
… Let a man question, or entertain 

low views of the inspiration and 
authority of the Bible, and he is 
without chart to guide him, and 

without anchor to hold him."
[Robert Shindler, Sword and the Trowel, "The Down Grade, Second Article," 
https://archive.spurgeon.org/s_and_t/dg02.php, accessed 02/25/25] 
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

"Read those newspapers which 
represent the Broad School of Dissent, 

and ask yourself, How much farther 
could they go? What doctrine remains 
to be abandoned? What other truth to 

be the object of contempt? A new 
religion has been initiated, which is no 
more Christianity than chalk is cheese; 

and this religion, being destitute of 
moral honesty, palms itself off as the 

old faith with slight improvements, and 
on this plea usurps pulpits which were 

erected for gospel preaching." 
[Charles Spurgeon, Sword and the Trowel, "Another Word Concerning the 
Down Grade," https://archive.spurgeon.org/s_and_t/dg03.php, accessed 
02/25/25] 

J. Gresham 
Machen and the 

Modernist 
Controversy
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J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

"In the sphere of religion, in particular, 
the present time is a time of conflict; 
the great redemptive religion which 

has always been known as Christianity 
is battling against a totally diverse type 

of religious belief, which is only the 
more destructive of the Christian faith 

because it makes use of traditional 
Christian terminology. And indeed the 

movement is so various in its 
manifestations that one may almost 

despair of finding any common name 
which will apply to all its forms."

[J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans), 2]
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Cornelius
Van Til

J. Gresham 
Machen

Oswald T. 
Allis

John Murray

Paul 
Wolley

Allan McRae

Ned 
Stonehouse
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The Rogers / 
McKim 

Controversy

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

In the ‘70s, Norman 
Geisler identified the 
main problem with 

Rogers and McKim, et al. 
was the nature of truth. 

(They considered 
themselves evangelicals 
and yet claimed that the 
Bible contained errors.)

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

In this seminal article, 
Geisler contrasts a 

prominent concept of 
truth held by Rogers 

and McKim (and 
others) with the 
correspondence 
theory of truth. 

The Concept of 
Truth in the 

Inerrancy Debate, 
Revisited

Richard G. Howe, Ph. D.
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John D. Woodbridge

Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)
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Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)

Works published by 
the International 

Council on Biblical 
Inerrancy
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General PhilosophicalInaugural Homiletical

HermeneuticalTheological Historical Applicational
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Recent Evangelical 
Controversies:

Compromised Theories of Truth 
 Intentional Theory 

Daniel P. Fuller

"Although the mustard seed 
(see Matt. 13:32) is not the 
smallest of all seeds, yet 

Jesus referred to it as such 
because . . . 
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Daniel P. Fuller

"to have gone contrary to 
their mind on what was the 

smallest seed would have so 
diverted their attention from 

the knowledge that would 
bring salvation to their souls 

that they might well have 
failed to hear these all-
important revelational

truths."
Daniel P. Fuller, "Benjamin B. Warfield's View of Faith and History," Bulletin of the 
Evangelical Theological Society 11 (Spring 1968): 81-82, quoted in Norman L. 
Geisler, "The Concept of Truth in the Inerrancy Debate," Bibliotheca Sacra (October-
December 1980): 336-337. 

Q: What about a "What 
is the Bible?" on Adam 
& Eve—historical vs. 
fictional?

RB: All right, then, Adam 
and Eve.
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Q: Do you think they 
were real people?

RB: I don’t think that’s 
the point of the story.

Q: Could they have 
been?

RB: Of course. But then 
you’d have to answer all 
sorts of questions about 
DNA and fossils and 
evidence for 
how old the 
earth is…
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Q: Does anybody 
actually know for sure 
whether or not they 
were actual, real 
people?

RB: No.

"Now Jesus Himself 
began His ministry at 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, 

... {38} the son of 
Enosh, the son of Seth, 

the son of Adam, the 
son of God."

Luke 3:23, 38   
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"Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over 
those who had not 

sinned according to the 
likeness of the 

transgression of Adam, 
who is a type of Him 
who was to come."

Romans 5:14

"For Adam was 
formed first, 
then Eve." 

1Timothy 2:13
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Q: So debating whether or 
not they were actual, real 
people isn’t the point.

RB: Exactly. It’s actually 
dangerous, because in 
arguing one way or the 
other you may miss 
the point of the 
story.

[https://www.sg.org.za/what-is-the-bible-by-rob-bell-part-9/, accessed 04/04/22]
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Recent Evangelical 
Controversies:

Compromised Theories of Truth 
 Post-Modern Relativism

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"In the twenty-first 
century world … 

the new attitude … 
is that the use of 

reason and science 
to prove or 

disprove a fact is 
questionable. …

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"This … points 
… to the 

postmodern 
conclusion that 

we deal with 
'interpreted 

facts.'"
[Robert E. Webber, The Younger Evangelicals: 
Facing the Challenges of the New World (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2002), 84]
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"Classical 
Christianity knew 

nothing of 
the concept of 

propositionalism 
as held by 

Christians after the 
Enlightenment." 

[Robert E. Webber, The Younger Evangelicals: 
Facing the Challenges of the New World (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2002), 84]
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"Homiletics: So then, the Traditional 
Evangelicals function within a 
modern worldview that is 
rationalistic, and propositional. 

"That probably is the most 
distinguishing feature of the 

Traditionalists. They've been shaped 
by the Enlightenment. So they work 
with modern philosophy, a modern 
understanding of science, history, 

sociology. They're modernist, and so 
they interpret the Christian faith 

through these modern categories.
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"And what’s very interesting about 
Traditional Evangelicals is that the 

categories through which they 
interpret the Christian faith are 

almost regarded as sacred, almost 
as sacred as the Christian faith 
itself. So if you say, 'Well, I don’t 
believe in evidential apologetics,' 

there’s something wrong with you."
[http://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/interviews/webber.asp, accessed 
09/19/19]

Recent Evangelical 
Controversies:
Illicit Imposition of Genre
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Mike Licona

Mike Licona

"Would it be possible for God to 
ensure that certain messages He 

regarded as having great 
importance were preserved 

accurately while He allowed … a 
deliberate altering of data for 

theological reasons resulting in a 
portrayal of events in ways not 

reflective of what we would have 
seen had we been there?"

[Mike Licona, "On Chicago's Muddy Waters," https://www.risenjesus.com/chicagos-muddy-
waters, accessed 02/25/25]
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Mike Licona

F. David FarnellNorman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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The Current Inerrancy 
Controversy:

Progressive "Christianity"

Jared Byas
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Jared Byas

"As of today, there are around 660 
million Evangelicals using hashtags 
like #blessed and #letsgobrandon. 

That is around 26% of all Christians 
worldwide. The vast majority are 
people who believe that if you’re 

part of the 74% who aren’t 
Fundamentalist Evangelical you’re 
not a real Christian, or at least not 

as good as them, and not at all 
concerned about white 

supremacy or the harm caused by 
patriarchal social structures."

[https://thebiblefornormalpeople.com/why-we-should-not-redeem-
fundamentalist-evangelicalism/, accessed 02/25/25]

Jared Byas

"As of today, there are around 660 
million Evangelicals using hashtags 
like #blessed and #letsgobrandon. 

That is around 26% of all Christians 
worldwide. The vast majority are 
people who believe that if you’re 

part of the 74% who aren’t 
Fundamentalist Evangelical you’re 
not a real Christian, or at least not 

as good as them, and not at all 
concerned about white 

supremacy or the harm caused by 
patriarchal social structures."

[https://thebiblefornormalpeople.com/why-we-should-not-redeem-
fundamentalist-evangelicalism/, accessed 02/25/25]
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Jared Byas

Online, there are countless 
counseling sites which will facilitate 

your fundamentalism and 
reconstruct your modern 

mindset and need for certainty. 
There are conferences you can 
attend to be taught how to follow 

your male leader without question, 
be told that if you don’t believe in 

Fundamentalist Evangelical 
Christianity you’re not a true 

Christian, and learn to embrace 
what basically added up to warmed-

over American exceptionalism. 
[https://thebiblefornormalpeople.com/why-we-should-not-redeem-
fundamentalist-evangelicalism/, accessed 02/25/25]
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G. K. Beale
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

William C. Roach

Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"While much of my journey has come 
from the Christian tradition, I also feel 
the freedom to explore the wonders 

and wounds of my neighbors, whether 
they are Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, 

Agnostic, Atheist, or anything in 
between. I want to help us all learn to 
leave our theologies of hierarchy and 
exclusion that wound and separate us 
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 Matthew 10:34-36 
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not 

come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to 'SET A 
MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER 

MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER 
MOTHER-IN-LAW'; and 'A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THOSE 

OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD.' 

Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"While much of my journey has come 
from the Christian tradition, I also feel 
the freedom to explore the wonders 

and wounds of my neighbors, whether 
they are Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, 

Agnostic, Atheist, or anything in 
between. I want to help us all learn to 
leave our theologies of hierarchy and 
exclusion that wound and separate us 

and move toward theologies of 
convergence and embrace that heal 

and bring us together. I hope this 
website will be a resource for you on 

that journey toward realizing what has 
always been true."

[https://rickpidcock.com/about/, accessed 02/25/25]
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Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"Much could be said about the 
weaponization of the Chicago 

Statement on Inerrancy. But where 
did the Chicago Statement come 

from? What is it? Does it accurately 
communicate what the Bible is? 

Can it be signed in a non-
weaponizing way? Or is it a 

fundamentally flawed document that 
fails to reflect the Bible accurately 
and that is inherently weaponized 

by white male supremacy?"
[https://baptistnews.com/article/how-the-chicago-statement-on-biblical-
inerrancy-became-a-litmus-test/#.Yi9SzRPMLQ1, accessed 02/25/25]

Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"The Chicago Statement on 
Biblical Inerrancy originally 
was signed by 334 people. 

After looking up every name on 
the list and asking some of my 
seminary professors to review 
the list, I was able to confirm 
four Hispanic men, one Black 
man, one Asian man, and five 
white women who signed the 

document. But those 11 people 
are merely drops in a sea of 

white males.
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Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"Because the statement was 
signed in 1978, the vast 

majority of those white men 
were theologically trained 

decades earlier in segregated 
seminaries by other white men 
who had created theologically 

fueled systems of white 
supremacy.

Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"Where are the Hispanic, Black, 
Asian or Middle Eastern 

women? Where are LGBTQ 
Christians? Why are there not 
more Hispanic, Black, Middle 

Eastern and Asian men?" 
[https://baptistnews.com/article/how-the-chicago-statement-on-biblical-
inerrancy-became-a-litmus-test/#.Yi9SzRPMLQ1/, accessed 02/25/25]
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Rick Pidcock
Baptist News

"At its core, the Chicago 
Statement proposes a view of 
inerrancy that denies how the 
Bible was formed, that denies 

church history, that denies how 
the social location of the authors 
affected their views of history and 

science, that denies modern 
science, that denies the authors’ 

own culturally formed biases, and 
that depends on original 

manuscripts that no longer exist."
[https://baptistnews.com/article/how-the-chicago-statement-on-biblical-
inerrancy-became-a-litmus-test/#.Yi9SzRPMLQ1/, accessed 02/25/25]
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David Randall-Bodman
Senior Pastor, Bethel Congregational UCC

"We aren’t fundamentalists. We don’t 
believe the Bible is the inerrant or 

infallible word of God. We don’t agree 
that Creationism should replace the 

science of evolution in public schools. 
We don’t believe that God hates gays. 
We don’t believe that people of other 
faiths are going to hell unless they 

convert to Christianity. We don’t deny 
the right of women to choose what 

happens to their bodies.”

[Bethel Congregational United Church of Christ, Beaverton, OR, "What Is Progressive 
Christianity? Origin of Progressive Christianity," 
https://www.bethelbeaverton.org/progressive-christianity, accessed 02/25/25]
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Marcus Borg
(1942-2015)

"Progressive Christians are often 
better known for what we don't 

believe than for what we do 
affirm. I say 'we' because I am 

one of them. There is an obvious 
reason: we disagree with much of 
the most publicly visible form of 

contemporary Christianity. … 
Commonly called 'conservative' 
Christianity … At the heart of the 

disagreement is the Bible. For 
conservative Christians, two 

claims about the Bible are 
foundational. 

Marcus Borg
(1942-2015)

"First, it is inerrant and/or 
infallible. … Second, the Bible is 

to be interpreted literally. … 
Together, affirming biblical 

inerrancy and biblical literalism 
are a litmus test for most 
conservative Christians, 

distinguishing 'true believers' 
from those who are not. … 

Progressive Christians reject 
biblical inerrancy.”

[Marcus J. Borg, "Does the Bible Matter? Progressive Christians and 
Scripture," https://day1.org/articles/5d9b820ef71918cdf20039bb/
marcus_borg_does_the_bible_matter_progressive_christians_and_
scripture, accessed 02/25/25]
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Ellen O'donnell Molly Baskette

"Progressive Christians 
take the Bible literately but 

not literally. We don’t 
believe the Bible is 

inerrant, and we don’t take 
it literally. How would it 
even be possible to do 

that? When Jesus said “I 
am the bread of life,” did 
he mean he was a simple 

fermentation of flour, 
yeast and water?"

[Bless This Mess: A Modern Guide to Faith and 
Parenting in a Chaotic World, "Progressive 
Christianity for the Uninitiated" 
https://www.blessthismessparenting.me/blog/201
9/7/23/progressive-christianity-for-the-uninitiated, 
accessed 02/25/25]
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John Petty
Progressive Involvement

John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"The 'inerrantist' position should 
be rejected on many grounds … 
The Bible itself does not support 
'inerrancy.' There is no passage 

which says so. … 
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John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"If the Bible is fact upon fact, all 
of which are crystal clear, why is 

it, then, that fundamentalists 
don’t agree with each other? …  

John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"'Inerrantists' confuse the 
message with the messenger. … 
The Bible brings the Word of God 
(Christ).  It is not the Word itself. 

… 
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John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"An 'inerrant' Bible is 
untraditional. The word didn’t 

even exist prior to the 19th 
century. … 

John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"It is patently obvious that belief 
in 'inerrancy' is not necessary to 

be a Christian. … 
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John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"How does one receive revelation 
from God? Inerrantists say that 

God speaks in truthful 
propositions. … To me, that is 
not how we receive revelation. 
God is not revealed so much 
through 'truth propositions' 

uttered to intermediaries long 
ago. God is, rather, constantly 
revealing himself everywhere, 

every second of every day, 
through God’s actions in our 

lives and in our world. … 

John Petty
Progressive Involvement

"One of the biggest problems 
with inerrancy is that it gives too 

much support to hierarchical 
authority."

[John Petty, "Top 10 reasons inerrancy makes no sense," 
https://www.progressiveinvolvement.com/progressive_involvement/2014/01/to
p-10-reasons-inerrancy-makes-no-sense.html, accessed 02/25/25]
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John PettyEdgar Zelle
former Pastor Good Shephard Lutheran Church

"I have come to the conviction 
that teaching that 'the Bible is the 
Word of God and truthful in all its 

writings' has served as a 
roadblock to prevent the church 

from becoming the culture 
changing force which Jesus 

imagined. … Using the Bible as 
literal, divine truth enabled the 

architects of an organization they 
called ‘church’, to control the 

people of the land and even the 
emperors who ruled over them."

[Edgar Zelle, "A Long Journey," https://progressivechristianity.org/
resources/a-long-journey/, accessed 02/25/25]

John PettyJames F. McGrath
Butler University

"Progressive Christians hold a 
range of views, and so I won’t 

presume to speak for other 
Christians. … We recognize that 
the Bible bears witness not to 

divinely-revealed timeless truths 
but to an ongoing human 

conversation, and it invites us to 
join in that conversation. When 

we disagree with something that 
Biblical authors say, that is itself 

'Biblical' because Biblical 
authors did that too …"

[James F. McGrath, "Progressive Christians and the Bible," 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/religionprof/2014/06/progressive-
christians-and-the-bible-2.html, accessed 02/25/25]
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John PettyEric Reitan
Oklahoma State University

"The Jesus of Scripture was not an 
inerrantist. In John 8:1-11, we have 
the story of the teachers of the law 
coming to Jesus with an adulteress 
… Notice that Jesus didn't tell them 

to do what Scripture prescribed. 
Instead, He found a powerful way to 
drive home exactly what was wrong 

with following that scriptural 
injunction--in a way that avoided 

their trap. In short, Jesus disagreed 
with some of the teachings in the 

Scriptures of His day."

[Eric Reitan, "How Does God Reveal? Five Christian Reasons to 
Doubt Bible Inerrancy," https://thepietythatliesbetween.blogspot.com
/2014/06/how-does-god-reveal-five-christian.html, accessed 02/25/25]

John PettyRichard Rohr
Franciscan Friar

"I think the very best key by which a 
Christian can interpret Scripture is 
to interpret Scripture the way that 

Jesus did! … Jesus heard the voice 
of God inside of one concrete 

context, exactly as we all must do. 
But he also had the added 

advantage of the Jewish practice of 
midrash. … We have actually gone 

backward with the recent and 
childish notion of 'biblical 

inerrancy,' where the one inerrant 
interpretation always just happens 

to be mine!"

[Richard Rohr, ""From 'Only My Truth' to Hierarchy of Truths," Center 
for Action and Contemplation, https://cac.org/truth-hierarchy-truths-
2015-03-03/, accessed 02/25/25]
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John PettyRichard Rohr
Franciscan Friar

"I think the very best key by which a 
Christian can interpret Scripture is 
to interpret Scripture the way that 

Jesus did! … Jesus heard the voice 
of God inside of one concrete 

context, exactly as we all must do. 
But he also had the added 

advantage of the Jewish practice of 
midrash. … We have actually gone 

backward with the recent and 
childish notion of 'biblical 

inerrancy,' where the one inerrant
interpretation always just happens 

to be mine!"

[Richard Rohr, ""From 'Only My Truth' to Hierarchy of Truths," Center 
for Action and Contemplation, https://cac.org/truth-hierarchy-truths-
2015-03-03/, accessed 02/25/25]

Daniel L. Prechtel

John R. Mabry

Katrina Leathers
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Inerrancy 
Resources
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