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1) An Extra-Scriptural Source of
Authority ’

2) The Denial of Justification by
Grace Alone

3) The Devaluation of Christ

4) The Group as the Exclusive
Community of the Saved

e

5) The Group's Central Role in

Eschatology Anthony A. Hoekema

- | (1913-1988)

“ i
The Distinctive The Marks
Traits of the Cult ”a Cult

1) An Extra-Scnptural Source of mmmm) 1) All CultsiWeaken or Deny the
Authority Authority of the Bible.

2) The Denial of Justification by mmmmm) 2) All Cults Deny Salvation By Grace
Grace Alone Through Faith Apart from Works.

3) The Devaluation of Christ < 3) All Cults Deny the Trinity. #%

4) The Group as the Exclusive 4) All Cults Deny the Work of Jesus
Community of the Saved Christ.

5) The Group's Central Role in

Eschtology .
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Semeicultsiweaken the
author/ty ofthe Bible by
Cla/muw_,t/onalnrevelatlon

THE

BOOK

- OF
MORMON

AnotherTestament
of Jesus/Christ




PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

“The Bible is the\Wornd off God, written by men. Itfis arbasiciMormon
teaching. But the lLatter-day: Saints recognize that enrors haver crept
into'thisisacred work because ofi the'manner iniwhichithe book has
come to us. Moreover, they/ regard it as not being complete asia
guide. Scores of different types' of interpretations on basic doctrines,
which have led to the creation of hundreds of different sects, bear
witness to the inadequacy of the Bible. ... Supplementing the Bible,
the Latter-day Saints have three other books. These with the Bible
constitute the standard works of the Church. They are known as the
Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and

o n
the Pearl of Great Price.
[Gordon! B Hinckely, What of the Mormons? (n-c.: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1976), 10, 12.]
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PREFACE

How It Came
A COURSE IN MIRACLES began with the sudden decision of two
people to join in a common goal. Their names were Helen Schucman
and William Thetford, Professors of Medical Psychology at Colum-
bia University’s College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York Ci-

“Three startling months preceded the actual writing,
during which time Bill suggested that I write down the
highly symbolic dreams and descriptions of the strange
images that were coming to me. Although I had grown
more accustomed to the unexpected by that time, [ was

still very surprised when 1 wrote, This is a course in
miracles...” That was my introduction to ¢hesVeices It
made no sound, but seemed to be giving me a kind of
rapid, inner dictation which I took down in a shorthand
notebook.

More accustomet

still very surprised when 1 wrote, Thx: is a course in
miracles...” That was my introduction to ¢hesMoices It
made no sound, but seemed to be giving me a kind of
rapid, inner dictation which I took down in a shorthand
notebook. The writing was never automatic. It could be
interrupted at any time and later picked up again. It
made me very uncomfortable, but it never seriously
occurred to me to stop. It seemed to be a special assign-
ment I had somehow, somewhere agreed to complete. It

#
i prENoMENAL [l BEstseLLER

MARIANNE
SON

Marianne Williamsen
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OVER MILLION COPIES SOLD

SCIENCE
-HEALTH

WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES

e } a,ry Baker Eddy
' (1821«-1910)




1821:-1910)
“Qﬂns

"When God called the
author to proclaim His
Gospel to this age, there
came also the charge to
plant and water His
vineyard. The first
school of Christian
ScienceiMind-healing
mm Started by the
Wwith only one
student in Lynn,
IWassachusetts, about

thelyear 1867.

"In the spirit of Christ's
charity, — as one who
"hopeth all things,
endureth all things,” and
IS joyful to bear
consolation to the
sorrowmg and healing to

. pages to the
h@netﬁfseekers for

4/9/2025
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Suf&My"ung Moon
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A Sur&My‘ung Moon
SIX HOUR LECTURE N (19202012)
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W@ ff[mﬁld
e s
andiwe knew WENEL

revealed wo&is through
WIES and Jesus €an not
thefsamelli AWholis

alive t@day‘,,‘,gl.ve a [ﬁ@\w
revelationiinithelp

.. . Sun Myung Moon
. (1920 -2012)

"’W}@

his; revelat/on /n School

’
revealediHis willltolhim: ’«h-
(ST ngNeomBine|Brne el o Alec rel (o ! Sun Myung Moon

AhelblolASpinitAsseciationtforthelUnificationtof
e S (1920-2012)
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RDavid Yonggi'ho
, (born Paul Yonggi Cho)

David Yonggi€ho

'.' (born Paul Yonggi Cho)

“l'\was quite troubled one
day, for many. ofiour
Christians were not

considering God's
miracles to be of
importance. They: said,

'‘Oh, how can we believe

in God as an absolutely,
divine being? How. can
we call the Jehovah God
the unique creator in
heavenly places?

4/9/2025
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)
_ (born Paul Yonggi Cho)

BYAthelennatirelofithelcase’
Wm@]@@uw@?@
impossiblelinkheselieligions!

‘,Amambt@@m@@@fﬂ}n@

INonelofithese rellglons hasfany,
notionteffaitranscendentiGod:

4/9/2025

“\We see miraclesiin
Buddhism, miracles'in
yoga, and miraclestin
Sokagakkai. We see
many miracles in the
Oriental religions. Why
should we claim
Jehovah God as the
only creator of the
universe?"

“\We see miraclesin
Buddhism, miraclesiin
yoga, and miraclestin
Sokagakkai. We see
many miracles in the
Oriental religions. Why
should we claim
Jehovah God as the
only creator of the
universe?'

14
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“But | knew: that our God
was the unique God, the
only'God, and'the
creator of the universe.
So | made their.
questions a matter of
prayer before God. |
fasted and prayed,
seeking the faith of the
Lord, and His answers.

)
_ (born Paul Yonggi Cho)

P

"Then a glorious
revelation came to my
heart, and | received a
clear'explanation. And

from that time on |
began to explain these
things through my.
lectures in my church in
CICER

)
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)




* .. After receiving this
revelation [aboutithe
Fourth'Dimension] from
the Lord, | began to
easily. explain the
happenings and
miracles of other
religions."

[Paul Yonggi [David] Cho, The Fourth Dimension:
The Key to Putting Your Faith to Work for. a
Successful Life (Plainfield, NJ: Logos International,
1979), 37, 41.]

David Yonggi€ho
.(bon1PauIYonggiCho)

Dr. Paul Yonggi Cho

THE:-FOURTH

DIVIENSION
VOLUME - TWO

more secrets for a successful

4/9/2025
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‘Nevill:Brury.

(1947-2013)

" NEVILL DRUR

DICTIONARY OF
MYSTICISM AND

THE OﬂCCUl.T

Folklore
Fortuna

sence of cosmic electricity” and was re-
garded by Madame Helena Blavatsky as
the vital and

clety for Psychical Research. He began
his career after meeting Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, but gained international fame follow-
ing his association with the Episcopalian
clergyman Bishop James Pike. Pike con-
sulted Ford after the death of his son Jim,
and believed that Ford had made contact
with his spirit. Ford also maintained that
since 1929 he had been in contact with the

Folklore.

ries ascribed)
other super)

= Fourth Dimension. Following the formu- |

on some lucky mortals, but poverty on those
who had fallen from favor. Notoriously fick-
le, she was also regarded as the goddess of
chance.

Fortune, Dion (1891-1946). Leading En-
glish occultist and author. Fortune, whose
real name was Violet Firth, grew up in a
household where the teachings of Christian
Science were rigorously practiced. When

Fortune, Dion
Fox, George

often very methodical in routine work situa-
tions. They are plodding and unadventurous
and .

fions, Four.

blogy, the

=4 lation by Albert Einstein (1879 —1955) of the ==

anecdotes.

| principles of relativity, it has now become Jon =

analysis of

individuals

wiid popular to regard time as the “fourth di- o

of psychic
graphs hing

e obtained
naterial

-1 mension” of space. Some occult writers refer -

dem prize H

=iy to the “fourth dimension” as a mysterious o

Fool. In tiy

—the persof

P become
fourth di-

fmysterious

w4 domain where paranormal events occur, but iz

of No-Thing

=4 this concept has no practical application in "

butes may
‘magic, whi

on the Tred

i scientific parapsychology.

connects K&

Forau. In q

dants to Sargatanas, a Brigadier of hell
knowledgeable in the magical art of attain-
ing invisibility.

Forcas. In demonology, a grand prince of
hell who commands twenty-nine legions of
devils.

Ford, Arthur (1897-1971). ‘Well-known
American spiritualist and psychic medium
who became a member of the American So-

g to
ce that suc-
eded the
fice ended

s sank

New York in 1931 to promote the bodks of
Charles Hoy Fort and to continue his in-
vestigatory work into unexplained phe-
nomena.

Fortified. In astrology, a sign that is well
positioned or well aspected in a horoscope.

Fortuna. Roman goddess of happiness and
good fortune and the counterpart of the
Greek goddess Tyche. She bestowed wealth

the futere through divinaton. Forune-well-
ing may take different forms, but the most
popular contemporary forms are astrol
Tarot, and, to a lesser extent, numerology.

Four. In numerology, the number asso-
ciated with hard work, practicality, and also
unhappiness and defeat. People whose
names “reduce” to four (when mathematical
ascriptions are given to each of the letters)
are said to be stolid and uninspiring, but

Lemuria; Root Race.

Four Universals. In Buddhism: kind-
ness, pity, joy, and indifference. They are
also known as the Four Immeasurables and
the Four Infinite Minds.

Fox, George (1624-1691). Spiritual heal-
er and psychic who was also founder of the
Society of Friends, or Quakers. Fox, who
lived at the time of Oliver Cromwell,

4/9/2025
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Soemelcultsiweaken the
authority.orthe Biblexby
claimingauthoritative or
infallible interpretations!

S
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AT WHICH TABLE

ARE YOU FEEDING?

“You cannot be partaking of ‘the table of Jehovah’ and the table of demons.”
—1 CORINTHIANS 10:21

inspired words of the apostle
two figurative tables
d. Each table

is identified by the kind o
placed upon it, and all o
one or the other. Howev w
please God, we cannot be feeding at his
table and at the same time be nibbling

rifice they sacrifice to demons, and not to
God; and I do not want you to become shar-
ers with the demons. You cannot be drink-
ing the cup of Jehovah and the cup of de-
mons; you cannot be partaking of ‘the
table of Jehovah’ and the table of demons.”

remind us of the commu-
at the ancient Israelites

at the table of demons. The apostle Paul
warned: “The things which the nations sac- 2. (a) Wh

of ancient
1. What tables are set before us, and what warn-  nion sacri
ing does the apostle Paul give regarding them?  table of Jehovah mean t

ed in the days
n the commu-
partaking of the

at does p
oday?

8 THE WATCHTOWER—JULY 1, 1994

“The Lord Jesus Christ foretold
that during his presence a 'faithful
and discreet slave' would provide

spiritual food for his disciples ...

This slave has proved to be, not

any single individual, but the
class of dedicated, anointed
Christians. . . . This faithful slave

class has been using the Watch

Tower Bible and Tract Society to

provide spiritual nourishment for
all Jehovah's Witnesses.

4/9/2025
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“Yes, apostates publish literature
that resorts to distortions, half-
truths, and out-right falsehood.

. Hence, it would be a
dangerous thing to allow our
curiosity to move us to feed on
such writings or to listen to their
abusive speech! ... In many.
cases, [the apostates] have
reentered the darkness of
Christendom and its doctrines ....
Let us never give ear to what the
apostates are saying or doing.

[n:a., "At'\Which Table Are You Feeding?" The Watch Tower:
Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom 115, no: 13 (July 1, 1994), 11,
12, 18]

4/9/2025
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26 Worship the Only True God Keep a Firm Grip on the Word of God 27

‘ Our Bible Reading Jehovah lovingly provides through his visible organi-
i Our Bible Reading .
@ 7 In addition to helping others believe the Bible, we Eoe
el ourselves need to take time to read it regularly. Are you Holy
L *8 doing that? Of all the books ever produ&,d this one [ &
5188 is the most important. Of course, this does not mean [ ex
18[ that if we read it on our own, we need nothing else. W
i‘lh;; The Scriptures warn against isolating ourselves. il e
e s

that organization. (Acts 6:5, 6; 8:5, 26-35) Similarly to-
migl day, no one arrives at a correct understanding of Je-
gl OVAR'S purposes on his owil| We all need the aid that
sl Jehovah lovingly provides through his visible organi-
day, il Zation.

hoval

i‘f{fl‘l i e [J 1‘?’?’1 S 2 ,\E'lﬁigffﬁf,.ﬂl“?iff
personally gained an understanding of Jehovah’s purposes? portant?
———e—
26 Worship the Only True God Keep a Firm Grip on the Word of God 27
Our Bible Reading V Jehovah lovingly provides through his visible organi-
o : ; b
doin} 10 In our day the Governing Body of Jehovah’s visi-
‘j‘i‘ ble organization is made up of spirit-anointed broth-
it ers from vanoL_b lands aml_ is located at the world
inded headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Under the head-
i "8 W ship of Jesus Christ, the Governing Body furthers pure
1518 il worship in every land, coordinating the preaching ac-
SR W tivities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in their tens of thou-
iah. 4 Sclﬂdh ()f CONEI Lg:l[]()ﬂb.
to as
‘O’j' 15 Jehovah is guiding us today by means of his vis-
urged ible organization under Christ.
1‘7111;[1: By being loyal
sondl ll to Jehovah’s organization, we show that Jehovah is our
sl 8 God and that we are united in worship of him.—1 Co-
day, ¢ rinthians 15:58.

7, 8. (a) Wharshould'we be doing with the Bible? (D) What do 10. (@) When do you do your Bible rea nge ”'\\“Ih else should
we need in addition to personal Bible reading? (c) How have yc be included when reading the Bible, { why is regularity im-
personally gained an understanding of lshu\ah s purposes? portant?

4/9/2025
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7AH’S KINGDOM

DIVINE
PRINCIPLE

SIX HOUR LECTURE

"Many hesitate to listen to Jehovah:s
Witnesses because of the negative
information that circulates against

them. But honest-hearted peoplerare

invited to decide for themselves
whether what the Witnesses preach
is the truth or not. Such: a vital

decision should not be based'on
hearsay. Many who have conducted
their own personal investigation of:
the teachings of Jehovah's
Witnesses have benefited greatly/

["Worshiping God with Truth" The Watchtower: Announcing Jehovah's
Kingdom Vol. 119, No. 19 (Oct. 1, 1998), 4]

o~ 2

_ Sun\Mylung Moon
o (1920-2012)

— em—— .

| et o

4/9/2025
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dlodayswhatithelChlrch
needs istnot anotheln
humaninterpretationion
the Bible™ What matters;
nowjisthowaGodiinterprets
ittfodtisYandiwheniwellive
foRGoed accordingitolftlis
willSwelwilllbe' fulfillinelflis
willss Eetiusiconsiderthis
withraniepen: minad:anad.
heart:y

v

LN

[SinivytingiVMoonsDivinelRrinciplekSixitiotigiectirel
(ncthelHolyISpititASSociationtforthelUnification f - S u n Myu ng MOO

\Worldlehristianity 1977021 X ' X (1920-2012)

— e—— .

‘God spoke to me
audibly, just like I'm
talking to you now. He
said he would teach me
the word as it had not
been known since the
first.century, if [ would
teach it to others." ‘
|

[Artiloalston; God Not|Human,! ' Says Way, Leader," Jackson Daily Vl Cto r Pa U] ’Wl erWl | |e

INews:=Religion: Midweek, Wed., Oct. 8, 1980, p. 3.]
.o (1916-1985)
. ol i©
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Victor Pa&’WierwiIle
- (1916-1985:‘)

Somescultsidenyithesauthority
of therBible byirejecting it
altogether™

“a_—
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The Satanic Bible
Anton Szandor LaVey

Anton Szandor LaVey

‘-\(1 930-1997)

THE
BOOK OF
SATAN

L

1

2

For I stand forth to challenge the wisdom of the wotld;
to interrogate the “laws” of man and of “God”!

II

Behold the crucifix; what does it symbolize? Pallid in-
competence hanging on a tree.

I question all things. As I stand before the festering and

sarniche cades o ghriest doomas.

I request reasons for your golden rule and ask the why
and wherefore of your ten commands.

Before none of your printed idols do I bend in acquies-
cence, and he who saith “thou shalt” to me is my mortal

)8 the ¥ing
No hoary falsehood shall be

dogma shall encramp my pen!

I break away from all conventions that do not lead to
my earthly success and happiness.

I raise up in stern invasion the standard of the strong!

I gaze into the glassy eye of your fearsome Jehovah, and
pluck him by the beard; I uplift a broad-axe, and split
open his worm-eaten skull!

I blast out the ghastly contents of philosophically whited
sepulchers and laugh with sardonic wrath!

30

a truth to me; no stifling

beginning of all unwisdom.
The chief duty of every new age is to upraise new men
to determine its liberties, to lead it towards material suc-
cess—to rend the rusty padlocks and chains of dead
custom that always ‘prevent healthy expansion. Theories
and ideas that may have meant life and hope and freedom
for our ancestors may now mean destruction, slavery, and
dishonor to us!

As environments change, no human ideal standeth sure!
Whenever, therefore, a lie has built unto itself a throne,
let it be assailed without pity and without regret, for under

31

4/9/2025
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CHBISTIAN BESEABCH

T‘T

[l ~stanism

Covenant of the Goddess §

_——

-

4/9/2025
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[Donald H. Frew, "Pagans in Interfaith Dialogue: New: Faiths, New:€hall
https://www.patheos.com/resources/additional-resources/2009/11/pagan
dialogue?p=2 accessed 06/04/23, accessed 06/04/23]

CHBISTIAN BESEABCH

l LDS Apologetics 3 Recent Perspectiv
and the Battle for 3 ‘ n the Reli blty
ooooo History of the Gospels

Wﬁi“u E_HFT

$6.50 USA 51000 Canada [
| ‘ oarolsgsre ‘|H|
Vol. 28 / No. 01 / 2005

4/9/2025
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ﬁ]\lﬁ b’r”"beng
ahion=B pt _-r*ace
mfa f-@@gﬁﬁ'

TULOTIS 5

.u._ ‘r

“For by grace you

| have been saved
- through faith, and that
| not of yourselves; it is |

 the gift of God, not of
| works, lest anyone

should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9

4/9/2025
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im who works,
the wages are not

counted as grace but as
debt. But to him who
does not work but
believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for

righteousness,
Romans 4:4-5

ADVERTISEMENT

Q/Articles of “Faith or iz cuorcu o

JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

We believe in God,
the Eternal Father, and in His son, Jesus
Christ, and in the Holy Ghost

We be-
lieve that men will be punis hu for their
d nsgr

[ON: 3. We bulu.‘r'u lhal through
the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may
be saved, by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the Gospel.

Tors, tcachers,

gift of tongues, p

we
P nonition of Pa
sions, healing, interp:

we hope all th
1 d
We believe the Bible to
be the word of God as far as it is traris.  anything virt d re
lated correctly; we also believe the Book  port or praisevorthy, we after these
of Mormon to be the word of God thing 2
12

Clip, fill in and mail to:
Free Booklets
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150
Please send me the free booklets |
have checked in the boxes at right
How to work on
NAME T A four qualities that able plan by which
strengthen family to increase your
life. sense of security.

STREET
cITY
e Filling your special A lifestyle that
STaThy | needsasamanor satisfies both
(i §aud likertoiKoppicnle tact, | asawoman generations

just send your name and addi
which booklets you want.)

30
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AnotherTes tament |
of ]esus Christ

oD ALMA, 7

born of “Mary, at Jerusalem
which is the land of our fore
fathers, she be ing 2 rgin, ¢
precious and chosen vessel, who i
shall be o had m\u n

h d show
-eive by the power of the Hul forth, an r
‘Eifnit “and forth a son, | that ye are willing to repent of
ea, even the Son of God. | your sins and enter into a cove-
“{\ And he st go forth, suf- [ nant wi f‘: h it te keep his com-
fering pains andl ”

ALMA, 8 213
neither doth he vary from that | 2
which he hath said; neither hath
bes he a shadow of turning from the | more out.
which du\h bind you down to right to the left, or from that 26. And now my beloved breth-
ruction, yea, come and go which is right to that which is | ren, I have spoken these words
mto your God wrong; therefore, his course is | unto you according to the Spirit
sone eternal round. which testifieth in me; and my
21. And he rlorh not \h\ell in | soul doth e: dingly rejoice, be-
h 1 eeding diligence
ye have given

‘ W

el ~ e . I now, may the peace of
< 16. A d 'hosoe doeth th por S0
i ). And whosoever doeth this, g b i

=i and keepeth the commandments .- o
wewod OFNGod from thenceforth, the

and good works, from
bowels

forth and foreves
;;;grg;;g“g;} same will remember that I say

| and a
sin, which e s beset you,

S their garments are spotles:

in
he kingdom of heaven to g¢

no

=

e spoken.  Amen.
how to suc

HAPTER 8.
oo unto him, yea, he will remember FefsE iz

iyl that [ have said unto him, he

upm\ i tte - "
S shall have eternal life, according Jaziier
power of his ished the order of

whhed to the testimony of the Holy [y
Splrlt, which testifieth in me.

urned to his
ye must [qk hemla to rest
Kingdom of
e that ye are

it came to pass
rned o the
Gideon, after g
people of Gideon mnm
b not be written,

bors which he
(m not bom a
herit the kin
therefor
unto re X
washed from your sins, th
may have faith on the Lamb,
God, who taketh maway the sins . :
of the world, who is mighty to made known 1\\(1((\“\”(:{1 iy e

ve lez om  all hslmmn\ n' his v 12
and to ¢ anse o e ath

ed the ninth
of the judges

And may the Lord bless

73

in the
tha commencement of the *tenth year

the broughr to sit do\\n wuh b of the reign of the judges over
y . Tsaac, and Jacob, and the | the people of Nephi, tt
holy prophets who have been | dep:
ever since the w orld began, hav- | his journey
Melek, on th

=

been
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The Philippian jailer did not ‘shut off his
mind’ when the apostle Paul answered his  under heaven that

question, “What must I do to get saved?” men by which we m
And Paul and Silas did not mount an 3:15; 4:12) Paul an
assault on his emotions’ and ple
large financial contribution. Ra th
spoke the word of Jehovah to
g with the 1 they hel

anyone else, for there is not another name

Philippian jailer to this sar
salvation when they said on the
Lord Jesus and you will get saved.”—Acts
16

Wi

Some suggest that behef in Jesus is the
end of the matter.

However, to concentrate on only one
essential requirement for salvation to the
exclusion of the others is like reading one

crueial clause in a contract and ignoring
the rest.

Yes, believing in Jesus is crucial to our
salvation, but more is needed.

be saved 5

g
\H L]\lm to that ;,HL (Runmm 6:
Adam’s condemnation to death was ne
2 because nothing imper can be
permitted to survive and pollute the uni-
se_indefinitely. Thus, when Adam
, he began to die and no longer
sed perfect, sinless life to hand on
to his children as an inheritance. He could
only give them life tainted with imperfec-
tion and sin.—Roman: 2

We should not, how

imperfection, ; a
nally death. The apostle Paul explained
that this is so because our forefather
Adam rebelled against God’s law. Paul
wrote: “Through one man [Adam] sin en-

3 !nmm that it

32



“He That Has Endured . . .
Will Be Saved”

Yes, there are various
things involved in getting
saved. We must take in accu-
rate knowledge of God’s pur-
poses and his way of salva-
tion. Then we must exercise
faith in the Chief Agent of salvation, Jesus
Christ, and do God’s will the rest of our
lives. (John 3:16; Titus 2:14) Salvation is
sure for those who follow this course.

All g@m!n Deng
i’r“h
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Should.
You Believe
in the Trinity?

Is Jesus Christ the Almighty God?

Hindu Trinity

The book “The Symbolism
of Hindu Gods and Rituals” says

Why Did God’s Prophets Not Teach It?

What Does the Bible
Say About God and Jesus?

F PEOPLE were to read the Bible from cov-

er to cover without any preconceived idea

of a Trinity, would they arrive at such a
concept on their own? Not at all.

What comes through very clearly to an im-
partial reader is that God alone is the Almighty,
the Creator, separate and distinct from anyone
else, and that Jesus, even in his prehuman exis-
tence, is also separate and distinct, a created
being, subordinate to God.

e is called  the core but not a new

fessor of  theology epted as his own

s that monothe- f th h mon
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An Answer to
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Robert M. Bowman, Jr.
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Is Jesus Christ the Allﬁl'ghty God?

James E. Talmage
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isti jrit, ¢ g . for such is the unity between His Father

different way, and each distinct from the others. Later the spirit, <_m<1 1]);!!110»;,]#01 fmd] :; the m.llt)nw }\IZI“, A
Savior promised His disciples that the Comforter,” who is Rt sclf, and between them anc Aty |
This unity is a type of completeness; the mind of any

the Holy Ghost, should be sent unto them by His Father;
here again are the three members of the Godhead separately
defined. Stephen, at the time of his martyrdom, was blessed
with the power of heavenly vision, and he saw Jesus stand-
ing on.the right hand of God./ Joseph Smith, while calling

one member of the Trinity is the mind of the others; seeing
as each of them does with the eye of perfection, they see
and understand alike. Under any given conditions each
would act in the same way, guided by the same principles

UP . - ¢
%4 Unity of the Godhead—The Godhead is a type of unity
i1 in the attributes, powers, and purposes of its members.

cwf Jesus, while on earth’ and in manifesting Himself to His
. @ Nephite servants,’ repeatedly testified of the unity existing

=@ between Himself and the Father, and between them both
> and the Holy Ghost. This cannot rationally be construed to
=@ mean that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are

ol [GHCHISubstanceranaunperson, nor that the names repre-
mfl sent the same individual under different aspects.

preserved m unity, a ey all Ty De one s E: the evidence already presented, 1015 ClEd & er 1S
and the Son are one. We cannot assume that Christ prayed a personal being, i)ossessing a definite form, with bodily
that His followers lose their individuality and become one parts and spiritual passions. Jesus Christ, who was with the
person, even if a change so directly opposed to nature were Father! in spirit before coming to dwell in the flesh, and

i sired that all should be united in heart, through whom the worlds were made," lived among men as

4 1 Bor 816y a man, with all the physical ch: eristics of a human
2

1, 2. h, Sec xid .
:10; see also Alma - Jobn 14:9-11; see also Heb. 1:8. I, See John 17:5.  m, See John
1:16

Heb. 1:2; Eph. 3:9; Col.

=
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It different w and each distinct from the others. Later the spirit, and purpose; for such is the unity between His Father
I 1 Tin ddic shot sha Comfadter® who i and Himself, and Letween them and the Holy Ghost.

This view, known as el S Viewy,
Unitarianism, was one view }-{33{1’5393
that the doctrine of the Trinity werme
was explicitly formulated — F.—. ofithel

to reject. lici I
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h" and = It YAIC
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that His followers lose their individuality and become one parts and spiritual passions. Jesus Christ, who was with the
person, even if a change so directly opposed to nature were Father! in spirit before coming to dwell in the flesh, and
possible. Christ desired that all should be united in heart, through whom the worlds were made," lived among men as

e i F: > E an
e, See John 14:2 1, See Acts 7:5: a man, with all the physical characteristics of a hum:
John 1:1-14; Matt. n. 3:16; 1 John 5.

John 10:30, 38; i S N
11:44; Mormon 7:7.

‘See 1 Cor. 8:6;
h, See

ah ) 8
See 3 Nephi 11:27, 36; 28:10; see also Alma

3 % Jobn 14:9-11; see also Heb. 1:3. I, See John 17:5.  m, See John
.’ See John 17:11-21. 1 116

a
; Heb. 1:2; Eph. 8:9; Co
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80 THE SCIENCE OF MIND '

§ R —
delved into the real nature of God, or First Cause, from CHAPTER THREE
which man springs. As we have found that man is threefolq i

in his nature, we must deduce that God is threefold in His Splrlt
Nature, i.e., that God is Spirit, or Self-Knowingness; God is

Law and action; God is result or Body. This is the inner

teaching of “The Trinity.” God, as Self-Knowing Spirit,

means the Divine Being Whom we have always thought of

and believed in, the Being to Whom we have prayed and .
Whom we have adored. God as Law means the way in which The Definition of Spirit
Spirit works, and Law in this sense would be the servant of S
the Spirit. God as Body means the manifestation of the Spirit. “‘\f"rilhw Ve ¥ wekes

Throughout the ages, this Trinity has
been taught. Every great religion and every great spiritual
philosophy has taught this Trinity. Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost is the Christian Trinity. It is the Thing, the Way It §*
Works, and What It Does. The Thing is Absolute Intelli- [
gence; the way It works, is Absolute Law; and What It does,
is the result—manifestation.

o, Spiit s the active and Sel-Conscious Principle. Spirit is
First Cause or God—the Absolute Essence of all that is. It is
the Great or Universal I AM. Spirit is Conscious Mind and
is the Power which knows Itself. It is conscious Being,

The Spirit is Self-Propelling. It is Absolute and Al It is Self-
EXistent and has all life within Itself. It is the Word and the
Word is Volition. It has choice because It is Volition. It is Will
because It chooses. It is Free Spirit, because It knows nothing
Outside Itself, and therefore nothing different from Itself

what the Bible calls “The Word.” Absolute Intelligence.

81
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256 Science and Health

1 Progres es off human shackles. The finite mygg
yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane of 5
3 Nomateriat tion, thought rises from the material sense 3
creation  the spiritual, from the scholastic to the j_
spirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. gy
6 things are created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is fho
creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and
Mother of the universe, including man.

Tritheism

The theory of three persons in one God (that is, a pep.
sonal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polythe.

Creation 957

jte image or idea emanating from this Mind. If

d is within and without all things, then all is Mind;

this definition is scientific. 3
L Jf matter, so-called, is substance, then Spirit, matt
h]ikeness, must be shadow; and shadow cannot produce
lubstance. The theory that Spirit is not the aaster isnot 6
jonly substanc um-i creator is pantheistic het- stbstance

impossible jor  rather than the one ever-present I ay
“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord.”

the language of Scripture, “doeth according to Iis will
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can stay Iis hand, or say unto Him,
‘What doest Thou?”

24 No form nor physical combination is adequate to rep-
resent infinite Love. A finite and material sense of Gm%
leads to formalism and narrowness; it chills the spirit of

Tind cannot proceed from physical limita-
tions. Finiteness cannot present the idea or the vast

infinity. A mind originating from &
1 source must be limited and
finite. Infinite Mind is the creator, and creation is the

” who bringeth “forth Mazzaroth in his sea-
son,” and guideth urus with his sons.” 21
Finite mind manifests all sorts of errors, and thus

Proves the material theory of mind in matter to be the

antipode of Mind. Who hath found finite life rexhaustibe 24

Otlove sufficient to meet the demands of human viee Leve

V?Ent and woe, — to still the desires, to satisfy the aspi

fions? Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a finite

08 Mind would lose its infinite character as inexhaustible

Love, eternal Life, omnipotent Truth.

¢ .It would require an infinite form to contain infinite 30
‘_i- Indeed, the phrase infinite form involves a con-

"agdlctiuu of terms. Finite man cannot be the image and

amps of d‘cw,’
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Some cults'deny the Trinity by
den ylngathe [Person of
Jesus Ghrist

' In the beginning

- was the Word, |
| and the Word was |
' with God, and the |

- Word was God. |
John 1:1]
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JESUS CHRIST

historian Josephus of the first century C.E. men.
other than those in the
Bible record, bearing that name. it also appears in
the Apocryphal writings of the last centuries of
period. It therefore appears that it was

tions some 12 persons,

the BC.E.
not an uncommon name during that period

1. The name e:sous’ appears in the Greek text
of Acts 7:45 and Hebrews 4:8 and applies to
the leader of Israel following Moses' death.

Joshua,
See JosHua No. 1
An ancestor of Jesus C
mother’s line. (Lu
scripts here read “Jose(s)."
SUS CHRIST
3. Jesus Christ
4. A Christian,
worker of Paul
411

See JEsus CHRIST
evidently Jewish,

rist, evidently in his
)) Some ancient manu-
See GENEALOGY OF Ji

and fellow
He was also called Justus.—Col

52
(Col 1:15; Re 1:1; 3:14) Thus the Scriptures identi-
fy the Word (Jesus in his prehuman existence) as
God's first creation, his firstborn Son.

That Jehovah was truly the Father or Life-Giver

this firstborn Son and, hence, that this Son was
actually a creature of God is evident from Jesus’
own statements. He pointed to God as the Source
of his life, saying, °I live because of the Father.
According to the context, this meant that his life
resulted from or was caused by his Father, even as
the gaining of life by dying men would result from
their faith in Jesus' ransom sacrifice.—Joh
6:56, 57,

If the estimates of modern-day scientists as to
the age of the physical universe are anywhere
near correct, Jesus’ existence as a spirit creature
began thousands of millions of years prior to the
creation of the firsthuman. (Compare Mic

This firstborn San was used

That Jehovah was truly the Father or Life-Giver
to this firstborn Son and, hence, that this Son was

actually a creature of God is evident from Jesus'’

own statements. He pointed to God as the

position, office, and service of hrist

there!

SSIAH.
Prehuman Existence.

enly life. (Joh 3:13;
1:1, 2 gives t
became Jesus, saying
(Gr
the Word was a god [*was divine,” AT;
divine being,” Bohmer;

Word's being with
must
Jehovah’s creative works.

God from

creation,

Jesus is
ore preeminently and uniquely “the Christ,
the Son of the living God."—Mt 16:16; see CHRIST;

The person who be-
came known as Jesus Christ did not begin life here
rth. He himself spoke of his prehuman heav-
6:38, 62; 8:23, 42, 58) John
> heavenly name of the one who
In the beginning the Word
Lo'gos] was, and the Word was with God, and
Mo; or
Stage (both German)].
This one was in the beginning with God.” Sin
mem is etornal and had no beginning (Ps 90 2

here refer to the beginning of
This is confirmed by
other texts identifying Jesus as “the firstborn of all
the beginning of the creation by God."

Source

Source of all life, all animare creation, visik
invisible, owes its life to him. (Ps 36:9) Rather than
a co-Creator, then, the Son was the agent or
instrumentality through whom Jehovah, the Cre
ator, worked. Jesus himself credited God with the
creation, as do all the Scriptures —Mt 19:4-6; see
CREATION.

Wisdom personified. What is recorded con-
cerning the Word in the Scriptures fits remarkably
the description given at Proverbs 8:22-31. There
wisdom is personified, represented as though able
of o speak and act. (Pr 8:1) Many professed Chris-
tian writers of the early centuries of the Common
Era understood this section to refer symbolically
10 God's Son in his prehuman state. In view of the
texts already considered, there can be no denying
that that Son was “produced” by Jehovah “as the
beginning of his way, the earliest of his achieve
ments of long ago,” nor that the Son was "beside
[Jehovah] as a master worker” during earth’s cre-

“the

393

2. Son of Imlah and a prophet of Jehovah to the
rorthern kingdom of Israel during King Ahab's
fign. (1Ki 22:8) While King Jehoshaphat of Judah
was visiting Ahab, the Israelite king invited him to
join in a military campaign against the Syrians to
regain possession of Ramoth-gilead. Before ac-
eepting, Jehoshaphat asked that the word of Jeho-
vah be sought. So Ahab summoned 400 prophets
and asked them: “Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead
in war, or shall I refrain?” They answered in the
affirmative, saying that Jehovah would give the
dity into the king's hand. However, Jehoshaphat
wanted more assurance, whereupon Ahab reluc-
antly sent for Micaiah, the prophet who had al-
ways prophesied bad for him. The dispatched
messenger urged Micaiah to speak words to Ahab
like those of one of the other prophets. At first
Micaiah did so, but Ahab placed him under oath to
speak “truth in the name of Jehovah.” At that,
Micaiah said: “I certainly see all the Israelites
scattered on the mountains, like she that have

o ikiood ioiony e

MICHAEL
with them as they mmm the people in all the
cities of Judah.—2Ch

4. Father of the /\chbo) (Abdon) who was sent,
along with others, by King Josiah to inquire of
Jehovah concerning the words of the newly found
book of the Law. He is also called Micah.—2Ki
22:12, 13; 2Ch 34:20, 21

5. *Son of Gemariah the son of Shaphan.” He
was present in the dining room of his father,
Gemariah, when Baruch publicly read there the
roll containing Jehovah's words through Jeremiah
against Israel, Judah, and all the nations. After
hearing this message, Micaiah reported what he
heard to King Jehoiakim's secretary and princes.
—Jer 36:2, 9-13

6. Ancestor of the priest Zechariah, the latter
being among those with trumpets at the inaugural
ceremony of Jerusalem’s rebuilt wall. He is also
called Mica.—Ne 11:22; 12:31, 35,

7. A priest among those with trumpets who
played in one of the two “tha .

/ing ct

Scriptural evidence indicates that the name Mi-
chael applied to God's Son before he left heaven to
become Jesus Christ and also after his return.

@lamity concerning you." With that the false
prophet Zedekiah struck Micaiah upon the cheek
and asked mockingly: “Just which way did the
spirit of Jehovah pass along from me to speak with
you?” Micaiah boldly replied: “Look! You are see
ing which way on that day when you will enter
the innermost chamber to hide yourself.” Ahab
then commanded that Micaiah be put in the house
of detention, where the prophet would be fed with
reduced allowances of bread and water until the
king returned in peace. However, Ahab never
returned, because during the battle at Ramoth-
gilead, ‘there was a man that bent the bow in his
innocence,” the arrow struck the Israelite king,
and he gradually died. Micaiah's final words to
Ahab had been: “If you return at all in peace,
Jehovah has not spoken with me.” The king's
death proved that Micaiah was indeed Jehovah's
prophet.—1Ki 22:18-37; 2Ch 18:17-34.

3. One of the princes King Jehoshaphat sent
throughout Judah as teachers, along with Levites
and priests. They had “the book of Jehovah's law”

chael was called “the prince of mmmvm people,”
“the great prince who is standing in behalf of the
sons of [Daniel’s] people.” (Da 10:13, 20, 21; 12:1)
This points to Michael as the angel who led the
Israelites through the wilderness. (Ex 23:20, 21

2:34; 33:2) Lending support to this conclu
sion is the fact that “Michael the archangel had a
difference with the Devil and was disputing about
Moses’ body."—Jude 9.

Scriptural evidence indicates that the name Mi-
chael applied to God's Son before he left heaven to
become Jesus Christ and also after his return.
Michael is the only one said to be “the archangel,”
meaning “chief angel,” or “principal angel.” The
term occurs in the Bible only in the singular. This
seems to imply that there is but one whom God
has designated chief, or head, of the angelic host
At 1 Thessalonians 4:16 the voice of the resurrect-
ed Lord Jesus Christ is described as being that of
an archangel, suggesting that he is, in fact, him-
self the archangel. This text depicts him as de-
scending from heaven with “a commanding call.”

4/9/2025
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Jesus Christ:
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“Here, then, is eternal life—to e
know the only wise and true God; [ e i iin i
and you have got to learn how to i
be gods yourselves, and to be kings
and priests to God, the same as all
gods have done before you, namely,
by going from one small degree to
another, and from a small capacity
to a great one; from grace to grace,
from exaltation to exaltation, until
B l you attain to the resurrection of [« J”:
mni il the dead, and are able to dwell in

mained w
by that

to keep o . . . .
st ol €verlasting burnings, and to sit in e o b
i § clory, as do those who sit en-

throned in everlasting power.
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208 /| Divine Principle

Suppose there is a perfect machine. If the parts of the
machine are the only ones of their kind in the whole world and
can neither be obtained nor made again, one part would have
of the

sponding o that whole machine, howeve

by many Christians that Jesus is God,
perfected man is one body with God. Furthermore, when the
Principle asserts that Jesus is 2 man having attained the purpose
the

However, the principle of creation sees the original v

of creation, this does not in

perfected man as being equal to

tected Ad: Vounede

randing
Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:9) and the Tree of

Life that is to be restored at the close of the age (Rev. 22:14

As already discussed in detail in the “Fall of Man,” if Adam
had become a man who had attained the ideal of creation, he
(Gen. 2:9); and all his

s of life. However, Adam

would have become the Tree of L

posterity would also have become tr
fell, nullifying the will (Gen. 3:24), and ever since, it has been
the hope of fallen men to restore themselves o this Tree of Lifc
(Prov. 13:12, Rev. 22:14). Since fallen man can never restore
himself as the Tree of Life by his own power, a man having
attained the ideal of creation must come as the Tree of Life

and all men must be engrafted to him. Christ is the man wh

The Principle does not deny

Christology | 209

comes, symbolized as the Tree of Life (Rev. 22:14). Thercfore,

perfected Adam, symbolized by the Tree of Life in the Garden

of Eden, and Jesus, who is also likened to the Tre
22:14), arc identical from the s

of Life (Rev

the attitude of faith held

ince it is true that a

least diminish his value.

alue of
that of Jesus.

gest wever gren i
may be, he cannot assume a value greater than that of a man
who has attained the purpose of creation. Therefore, we cannot
deny that Jesus was a man who had attained the purpose of
creation.

The Principle does not deny the attitude of faith held
by many Christians that Jesus is God, since it is true that a
perfected man is one body with God. Furthermore, when the
Principle asserts that Jesus is a man having attained the purpose
©of creation, this does not in the least diminish his value.
However, the principle of creation sces the original value of
perfected man as being equal to that of Jesus. We have ex-

Plaincd above that Jesus was a man who had attained the

andpoint of their being men
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Chapter One

‘ 13. The Triangle of Solomon 261

\ 14+ The Pentagram of Solomon 266 The World of the Black Magician
15. The Double Seal of Solomon 267

i 16. Magic Symbols of Devils from the Lemegeton 288

Carried to its furthest extreme, the black magician’s
ambition is to wield supreme power over the entire universe,
to make himselta god. | ¢ |

i i soen, Ao Ve were o they
ate the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
they would die. But the serpent said, ‘Ye shall not surely die: for
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil'1® Tn occultism the serpent is a symbol of wisdom, and for
centuries magicians have devoted themselves to the search for
! the forbidden fruit which would bring fulfilment of the serpent’s
| promise. Carried to its furthest extreme, the black magician’s
ambition is to wield supreme power over the entire
{ agod.
{ Black magic is rooted in the darkest levels of the mind, and
| this is a large part of its attraction, but it is much more than a
product of the love of evil or a liking for mysterious mumbo-
jumbo. It is a titanic attempt to exalt the stature of man, to put
man in the place which religious thought reserves for God. In
spite of its crudities and squalors this gives it a certain magnif-
icence.

The great fascination of magic is in the type of thought on

® The numbers refer to the notes at the end of the book. These notes contain
. references only.
viii
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Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers,
and Other Pagans in America Today
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viii «  Preface to the Revised Edition

worldwide. Children in Iran are sent to die as martyrs in Iraq; Christians
in America throw textbooks in the flames; Sikhs war in the Punjab; and in
Israel Jewish fundamentalists continue to destroy the hopes of Israeli and
Arab peace activists. When Drawing Down the Moon was published, the
Iranian revolution was still new, Ronald Reagan had not entered the
White House, and “détente” was still a word in common usage

The fundamentalist impulse—coupled with the inevitable rise of
apocalyptic millennialiss ar 3

Preface to the Revised Edition ix

about modern Pagans is that they remain anti-authoritarian while
retaining rituals and ecstatic techniques that, in our culture, are used only
by dogmatic religions or are the province of small and forgotten tribal
groups.

While Neo-Paganism and modern Wicca are very anarchistic religions
and it is probably wrong to say all Pagans believe this or that, there are

some basic beliefs that most people in this book share:

The world is holy. Nature is holy. The body is holy. Sexuality is holy, The
mind is holy. The imagination is holy. You are holy. A spiritual path that is not
stagnant ultimately leads one to the understanding of one’s own divine nature.
Thou art Goddess. Thou art God. Divinity is imminent in all Nature. It is as

much within you as without.

oV a n IF SOuTs iR

saved. They are not so different from their descendents in the 1980s who
wistfully yearn for salvation, even if it takes the form of nuclear war.

Drawing Down the Moon espouses radical polytheism. It is grounded in
the view that reality is multiple and diverse. It stands against all of the
totalistic religious and political views that dominate our society. It says,

Strive to be comfortable in chaos and complexity. Be as a Shaman who
walks in many worlds. Try to feel strong and whole and at home in a
world of diversity.” The book’s basic assumption is that your own
spiritual path is not necessarily mine. In fact, Islamic and Christian
fundamentalism are seen here as appropriate individual spiritual paths as
long as each is seen as merely one flower in the garden. Polytheism
always includes monotheism. The reverse is not true.

The book focuses on modern Neo-Paganism and Witchcraft because
these religions turn out to be a surprising and amazing attempt by
Westerners in the heart of our industrial society to create non-authoritar-
ian and non-dogmatic religions. There are many anti-authoritarian
religious groups from liberal Christians to Unitarians. What's unusual

The All Souls

Beaco

1 you go far enough back, all our ancestors practiced religions that had
neither creeds nor dogmas, neither prophets nor holy books. These
religions were based on the celebrations of the seasonal cycles of nature.
They were based on what people did, as opposed to what people
believed. It is these polytheistic religions of imminence that are being
revived and re-created by Neo-Pagans today. This book is the story of that
Pagan resurgence.

This book is the only detailed history of the origins of Neo-Paganism in
the United States. In preparing this new edition, there was a constant
tension between keeping the book as a piece of history and the desire to
bring people up to date. Many people wrote to me requesting that there
be additions instead of changes. Moreover, there was no time for a truly
massive reconstruction of a book that took more than four years to write
In the end, I took a middle course—leaving most of the book intact,
adding several new sections, making small changes here and there, and
creating an extensive Resource Guide to Pagan groups, festivals, and

journals

HOME ABOUT THE BEACON STAFF ALL SOULS WEBSITE

Adler

- OCTe 20e14

by Maryah Converse, Membership Coordinator

I was deeply moved by the death in July of this year of Margot Adler: the noted author,
radio journalist, Wiccan priestess, lover of vampires, and fellow member of the great

Remembering Margot

WELCOME

Welcome to the All Souls Beacon!

family of All Souls Unitarian Church since 1992, as well as a member of its Women’s In Clara Barton's Footsteps
Alliance. In A Chosen Faith. the late Rev. Forrest Church recounted these words from Puerto Rico Redux

Margot’s statement of faith:

Three Lines and a Circle

chose Unitarian Universalism because I need to live in “Deeds, Not Creeds”
1 balance. I can do all those wenderful, earth-centered spiritual U%s o the March

RECENT ARTICLES

4/9/2025

47



| DONATE | Q, |

A LL SOU LS Who We Are  News &Events  Worship & Music ~ Faith Formation  Justice & Outreach

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Connection

1<1 1 _Iwl

Create Account | Log in with ['.'j e f

Resources for Congregations Facing the COVID-19 Pandemic

FIND A CONGREGATION DONATE BOOKSTORE

OUR FAITH = AGES&STAGES ¥  CONGRI

<) U N | ‘I‘A R |A N WORSHIP & INSPIRATION ¥ JUSTICE & INCLUSION ¥
. UNIVERSALIST

ASSOCIATION

HOME > GENERAL ASSEMBLY > PAST GENERAL ASSEMBLIES > ST. LOUIS 2006 > THE STATE OF PAGANISM TODAY

4028 THE STATE OF PAGANISM TODAY

w51 o) Lo

. Speakers: Margot Adler
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Some cults denyithe Trinity
by deny/ng the
Person of the-Holy Spirit.
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10 HOLY SPIRIT—THE FORCE BEHIND THE COMING NEW ORDERI

1 The “abundance of dynamic energy” that
God has is immeasurable. It is inexhaustible.
When we think just of the energy tied up in the
sun of our solar system, which is a furnace of
nuclear explosmns 11ke the eXD]O‘;lO]] of hydmven

clean and righteous.

other day causes speech to bubble forth, and
one night after another night shows forth knowl-
edge.”—Psalm 19:1, 2.

12 Happily for us, God is invisible to mankind.
Yet, in spite of this, he gives us so much evidence
of his existence that the world of mankind is
without excuse for denying or ignoring his exis-
tence and their responsibility to him. “For,” as
one Biblical writer wrote, “his invisible qualities

t played out and will not let

noring God and responsibility

14 From God there goes forth an invisible active
force by means of which he gets his will done. It
is not a mere influence such as a man might
exercise over others by his powerful personality. Ry
It is a force that is operative, and it issues forth
from God who is holy, that is to say, absolutely

THE SUPERHUMAN SOURCE OF HOLY SPIRIT 11

are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward,
because they are perceived by the things made,
even his eternal power and Godship, so that they
are inexcusable; because, although they knew God,
they did not glorify him as God.” (Romans 1320,

1) In the face of all the evidence, they cannot

14 From God there goes forth an invisible active
force by means of which he gets his will done. It
is not a mere influence such as a man might
exercise over others by his powerful personality.
It is a force that is operative, and it issues forth
from God who is holy, that is to say, absolutely
clean and righteous. He sends it forth to accom-
plish what is holy. So it is correctly called “holy
spirit.” It is so spoken of in God’s written Word.

se, besid is God the Source,

4/9/2025
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14 HOLY SPIRIT—THE FORCE BEHIND THE COMING NEW ORDERI

1 Holding in view that rwahh means an in-
visible force in action, the New World Translation
of the Holy Scriptures puts Genesis 1:1, 2 into
English in this way: “In the beginning God cre-
ated the heavens and the ealth Now the earth

THE SUPERHUMAN SOURCE OF HOLY SPIRIT 15

the watery deep, for an unstated length of time,
the divine command followed: “And God pro-
ceeded to say: ‘Let light come to be.’ Then there
came to be light. After that God saw that the
light was good, and God brought about a division
petween the light and the darkness. And God

Thus this trans-

lation as well as An American Translation makes
it clear that no person called “the Spirit” was
moving invisibly over the waters that covered the

entire globe. Rather, it was the impersonal active
force of God that was moving to and fro over
the unlighted surface of the waters

cloud in which earth may have found 1tself and
which prevented the light from our sun from
reaching the surface of the watery deep all about
the earthly globe.*

20 At any rate, after such movement of God’s
active force back and forth over the surface of

i See Genetls 8:1, where the Hebrew word rw/ahh is translated,
not ‘‘spirit,” but ‘‘wind.”

18. How does the New World Translation of the Holy Soriptures
show that no person called ‘‘the Spirit”’ moved over the waters?
19. What shall we say as to whether God’s spirit or active force
was moving over the waters for nothing?

20. How did God move forward with his purpose for our earthly
parents to see by the light of Day?

It has served God's righteous purpose. Never
should we want to be in opposition to that'in-
visible active force of God Almighty. We should
feel like the Bible writer who said to him: “Teach
me to do your will, for you are my God. Your
spirit is good; may it lead me in the land of up-
rightness.”—Psalm 143:10.

21. In view of how God has operated his holy Splnt why are we
moved to feel like the writer of Psalm 143:1

4/9/2025
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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88 THE ARTICLES OF FAITH CHAP, 4

to the ills of mortality; but through Christ’s atonement they
are all redeemed from the curse of this fallen state, The
debt, which comes to them as a legacy, is paid for them ang
thus are they left free. Children who die before reaching
the state of accountability for their acts are innocent in th:
eyes of God, even though they be the offspring of trans

ART. 3 SALVATION 89

dispensation, the Lord has said: “But behold, I say unto
you, that little children are redeemed from the foundation
of the world through mine Only Begotten; Wherefore, they
cannot sin, for power is not given unto Satan to tempt little
children, until they begin to become accountable before

biBaaci b

The Individual Effect of the Atonement makes it possible
for any and every soul to obtain absolution from the effect
of personal sins, through the mediation of Christ; but such
saving intercession is to be invoked by individual effort
as manifested through faith, repentance, and continued

works of righteousness.

them in me, that it hath no power over them, ° * © Behold
I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance
:n‘Vd baptism unto those who are accountable and capable
of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent
and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little
children, and they shall all be saved with their little children
And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism
Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the com

mandments unto the remission of sins. But little children
are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world.”

In a revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith in this

i, Moroni 8:19-22 i» Moroni 8:8-12.

salvation is obtainable have been prescribed by Christ,
whose right it is to say how the blessings made possible
by His own sacrifice shall be administered. All men are
in need of the Savior’s mediation, for all are transgressors.
So taught the apostles of old: “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.” And again: “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in uvs.” That the blessing of redemption from
individual sins, while open for all to attain, is nevertheless
conditioned on individual effort, is as plainly declared as
is the truth of unconditional redemption from death as

Tk, D&C. 20:46, 47. I, Mediation and_Atoncment, p. 148; sce also
Appendix 4:3 m, Rom, 3:28, n, 1 John 1:8

clalimineithafi@iskunnecessary.
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Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)

Chapter 2
THE SEPARATION AND THE ATONEMENT
The Origins of Separation

h He gave to Hi

His creations and

The escape is brought about by your
acceptance of the Atonement, which enables you to realize that
your errors never really occurred.

The Atonement as Defense

anc
performed in the
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4. MEANING OF THE DEATH ON THE CROSS

Although Jesus did not die this death on the cross to atone for the racial guilt
of mortal man nor to provide some sort of effective approach to an otherwise
offended and unforgiving God; even though the Son of Man did not offer himself
as a sacrifice to appease the wrath of God and to open the way for sinful man
to obtain salvation; notwithstanding that these ideas of atonement and
propitiation are erroneous, nonetheless, there are significances attached to this
death of Jesus on the cross which should not be overlooked. It is a fact that
Urantia has become known among other neighboring inhabited planets as the
“World of the Cross.”

Neither was the Master’s death on
the cross a sacrifice which consisted in an effort to pay God a debt which the rac
of mankind had come to owe him.

acrifice whic

4/9/2025
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We should treat others with
love and respect.
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O Peter 3:15 C
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s Peter 3'15 <

”~

We shodld be equipped in
order toravoid being swayed by
the doctrines of the cults.

:
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o Ephesiansididili=15 <

"And He Himself gave S (i be-‘apostles seme prophets,
some evangelists umo a'd iteachers, for the
equipping|off th.e Saintskiomtine o ikiofiministiys for the
edifying of the .@?@}Wm-m@]]m, Mthelunity of
the faith andlef the 5 6l e Son 6 &

perfect man to.,the @? ﬂ?ﬂ@ SEE @

o Ephesiansidiididi=15 <

"that we should nollengerbelchildienitossedito and fro and
carried aboutiwithieVewAvindiofldectiine’ byatheltrickery of
men, in the clnninglcraiinessiondeceitil platting;, but,

speaking theltqutfin maydgiowluplinfallithings'into
HimAwholiskthelhe ad @St
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”~

We shouldtalways be'ready: to
teach and defend the.truth.

o~ 2 Timoethy,2:23-26 <

|_ﬁ=FsF=“'

"But avoid foolishiandiign rantdlsputes knowing that they
generate strife. And @M@ﬁ@n@ Fordimustinetiquarrel but
be gentle torallf¥abletokteach® Sinthumilityicorrecting
those who arelinfoppesition ﬂ{?“ WI|| grantithem
repentance, soithat tey mwﬁh@ﬂmﬁ}ﬂg andithatithey may
come to their sensesfandiescapelthelsnanelofitheldevilihaving
been take'ﬁ‘fcaptime Y ,g@:hissillf"
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o~ 2 Timoethyi2:23-26 <

"But avoid foolishiandiignerantidisputesiknowing that they
generate strife  Anddeenvantoithel ordimustinotquarre! but

be gentle to aII,w;&f’gb“Ie oltcachipagyntini

those who arelinioppeN

repentance, so thatitheyimaylknowatnektiith¥and

Rleasefviisit these sites:
http://ses.edu
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