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Some cults weaken the
authority of the Bible by
claiming additional:-revelation.

HOLY BIBLE
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The Bible alone is
the inerrant, infallible
Word of God.

(Hebrews 1:1; 2 Peter 1:19-2:2;
2 Timothy 3:16; Revelation
22:18-19)




Mormonism denies
the authority of the
Bible by claiming

additional revelation.

The four standard works:
»The Bible (correctly translated)
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Mormonism denies
the authority of the
Bible by claiming

additional revelation.

The four standard works:
»The Bible (correctly translated)
*The Book of Mormon
»The Doctrine and Covenants
*The Pearl of Great Price

THE |
BOOK
" OF
MORMON

AnotherTestament
of Jesus/Christ
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BooK OF MORMON

«

DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

-




Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

-

Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

-

"The Bible'is the Word of
God; writteniby/men. It
is 'a basic:Mormon
teaching. But the'Latter-
day Saints recognize that
errors have crept into
thistsacred\work
because of the manner
in whichithe bookihas
come forus.

"Moreover, they regard it
as not beingcomplete as
a guide. Scores' of
different types of
interpretations on basic
doctrines, which have led
to the creation of
hundreds of different
sects; bearwitness to
the inadequacy; of the
Bibler ...
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"Supplementing the Bible,
the Latter-day Saintsthave
threelother books. These
with the Bible constitute
the standard works of the
Chureh. They are known
as the Book of Mermon,
thel Doctrine and
Covenants, and the Pearl

_ of'Great Price.*
Gordon B y H I anley [Gordon B. Hinckley; What of thelMormons? (n.¢% The Church

(1 91 0_2008) of Jesus Christiof Latter-day: Saints; 1976), 10, 124]
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HOLY BIBLE

Christ's death was the
complete payment for
man's sins. Salvation is
a gift and cannot be
earned by works. All that
IS necessary is belief in
the gospel.

(Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:24,25; Col.
1:20; | Peter 2:24; 2 Cor. 5:20; John
20:30-31).
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Mow to him who works, the
| wages are not counted as

| faith is accounted for

I

|

 righteousness,
-'E.

 grace but as debt. But to |
him who does not work but |
 believes on Him who :
 justifies the ungodly, his

Romans 4:4-5
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Salvation is Becoming
"like Him" (1 John 3:2)
morally not ontologically.
This means that we will
be made completely holy
and righteous as He is.

(2 Peter 1:4; Hebrews 12:10)
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| For He made Him who

| knew no sin to be sin for

| us, that we might become |
| the righteousness of God in |

 Him.

2 Co 5:21

Mormonism denies
salvation by grace
through faith apart
from works by
adding works to the
gospel.
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ADVERTISEMENT

C/Articles of “Faith or iz cuorcu o

JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

We believe in God,
the Eternal Father, and in His son, Jesus
Christ, and in the Holy Ghost
We be-
lieve that men will be punished for their
own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression
We believe that through
the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may
e saved, by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the Gospel
We believe that
the first principles and ordinances of the
Gospel are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ; second, Repentance; third, Baptism
by immersion for the remission of sins;
fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of
the Holy Ghost
We believe that a man
must be called of God, by prophecy, and
by the laying on of hands, by those who
are in authority to preach the Gospel and
administer in the ordinances thercof
We believe in the
same organization that existed in the Prim-
itive Church, viz., apostles, prophets, pas-
tors, teachers, \\A\ngch\lw‘ etc
 believe n the
gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, v
sions, healing, m(c:pn..mnn of tor
We believe the Bible to
be the word of God as far as it is trans-
lated correctly; we also believe the Book
of Mormon to be the word of God

" Clip, fill in and mail to
Free Booklets
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

Please send me the free booklets |
have checked in the boxes at right

NAME

STREET
ciTy

STATE

(If you'd like to keep this section intact,
just send your name and address—and tel
which booklets you want.)

e believe all that

God has reveal h He does now
I, and we believe that He will yet re.

vea nd uh,um ant things per
taining to the Kingdom of God.

We
believe in the literal gathering of Israel and
in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; t
Zion will be built upon this (the /

can) continent; that Christ will reign per.
sonally ups

will be renewed and receive its paradisia-
cal glory

We claim the priv
Srshiping Almighty God accordir
el oo
allow all men the same privilege, let them
worship how, where, or what they may

We believe
in being subject to Kings, presidents, r
and magistrates, in obeying, honorin
sustaining the law

We believe in being ]\\\H\ﬂ
true, chaste, benevolent, Jiuious and i
doing good 1o all men; indeed, we may
52t we ollow!the adsomtioh of Pl
We belicve all thing

we have endured many things,

to be able to endure ail things. If the
anything virtuous, lovely, or of goc
B praiseworthy, we seck after these

How to work on A worl
four qualities that  able plan by which
strengthen family to increase your
life. sense of security.

Filling your special A lifestyle that
needs as a man or satisfies both
as a woman generations

Articles of “Faithor i cuorcis or

JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY

ster in the ordinances thereof

lieve in the
same organization that existed in the Prim-
itive Church, viz., apostles, prophets, pas-
tors, teachers, evangelists, etc

We believe in the
gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, vi-
sions, healing, interpretation of tongue:

etc

e believe the Bible to
S AR Rl
lated correctly; we also believe the Book
of Mormon to be the word of God

“Clip fillinand mailto:
Free Booklets
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

Please send me the free booklets |
have checked in the boxes at right

NAME

STREET
ciTy

STATE

(If you'd like to keep this section intact,
just send your name and address—and tel
which booklets you want.)

that through

and magi
sustaining the faw

We believe in
ru ste, benevolent,
Soine good to all mem m
52t we ollow!the adsomtioh of Pl
We believe all things, we hope all things,
we have endured many things, and hope
to endure ail u.mm If there is

thi of goo
port or prasseworthy, we seck afier these
things.

How to work on A work-
four qualities that  able plan by which
strengthen family  to increase your
life. sense of security.

Filling your special A lifestyle that
needs as a man or satisfies both
as a woman generations

the Atonement of Chri: st, all mankind may
be saved, by obedience to the laws
ordinances of the Gospel.

and

4/9/2025
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OF .
MORMON

AnotherTestament
of Jesus Christ

AnotherTestament

of Jesus Christ

born of ‘Mary, at Jerusalem
which is the land of our fore
fathers, she bi\m- a 'virg
cious and chos
Shall be o Adm\u and con- | de ome qml(‘x;g
ceive by the power of the Holy | forth, and show unto 3om\ L,( :
Ghost, and bring forth a son, | that ye are willing to repent of
w\ even Son of God. | your sins and enter into a cove-
And m shall go forf nant with him to \mp his mx:r
Iumg pains and afflic mm\mm m\‘ A\l({ witr nl mzh?
temptations of ev by going into
this that the word Txghr l"ﬂ '?\1
lled which saith *he will take ever doeth this,
i1‘xpon him the pdlnlﬁ and the sicl ] (r)d, it\;“{:h& l(‘ty:'r:x:}‘.‘w:égmat;
o of G
e o Fmewil take upon him | same will remember that T =2
that he may loose the | unto him, yea, he will rem«\mhuy
‘bands of death which bind his | that I have said unto him, ‘;f
people; and he will take upon | shall have ktunmvh{L( A]um[tlul
hlm their infirmities his | to the mony of the Holy
s may be filled with mercy,
dLLor(lmL to the flesh, that m ‘
may know according to the flesh | ren, , do )uul
how to succor his people A«m,d | XBL \n](}h 15;\» hm‘no y
ir mhumm now that ye bel
4 §°\‘:‘<‘,§» the Spirit ‘knoweth | the way that I know that e b
all things; nevertheless the Son | liev m m is by the manifesta-
of God suffereth according to | tion of the > Spirit which 1<[‘m‘1111u‘
the flesh that he might And now because your faith is
upon him the sins of his p rong concerning that, Jearom:
that he might blot out their ‘(Pvmn: the things which I have
transgressions according to th spol:er\, Mul is my joy. i
power of his deliverance; and PlE Xor H(}l‘\ﬁnlu{‘xﬁun:‘:;‘]
now‘b( old, thmqh( lnllmom« hn“: et 1
N Now T say unto you that | state of dilemma like your rlmlux
yelu st repent, and be *born | ren, even so I have found hL)m\
again; pirit saith if ye | my desires have )ul\);,ht\ ified
are nm born again ye cannot in- 19. For I pum\f that ye (hLl
herit the kingdom of heaven; | in the paths of rig teousriess; |
come and be ‘bapt ::\L perc ~>le\3( ye are lx\;:mdw;“k i

>ver doeth this,

death

ntance, that ye ma

[

God, who taketh
of the world, who
cave and to cleanse from all
unrighteousne

e Mox. 38
o
iNes

ighty to | made lnown unto you, by the
testimony of his word, that he
cannof K ooked paths;

ALMA, 8 213

neither doth he vary from that
aid; neither hath
of turning from the
right to the left, or from that |
which is right to that which is |
wrong; therefore, his course is

which he hath
he a shadc

“one eternal round.

21. And he doth not dwell in

temples; neith
r anything which
unclean be ived into th
kingdom of God; therefore I sa;
unto you the time shall come,
vea, and it shall be at the last
ay, that he who is filthy *shall
remain in his filthin
22. And now my beloved breth-
ren, I have said these things unto
you that I might awaken you to
a sense of your duty to God,
that ye may wak blameless be-
fore him, that k after
the Imh o after
which ye have been received
23. And now I would that ye
should be humble, and be sub-
missive and gentle; easy to be
entreated; full of patience and
long-suffering; being temperate
in all things; being diligent in
keeping the commandments of
God at all times; ‘asking for
whatsoever things ye stand in
both spiritual and tem-
poral eturning thank
unto God for whatsoever things

2

: c that ye have faith,
hope, and charity, and then
will always abound in g
works.
25.

nd may the Lord bless
you, and keep your garments
spotless, that ye may at last be

brought to sit down with At
haxv Isaac, and Jacob, and the
have been
e the world began, hav-

heu garments are spotless, in
the kingdom of heaven to go no
more ot
26. And now my beloved breth-
| ren, T have spoken these wor
unto you according to the Spirit
which testifieth in me; and my
| soul doth exceedingly rejoice, be-
cause of the exceeding diligence
and heed which ye have given
unto my word
27. And now, may the peace of
God rest upon you, upon
your houst ml lands, and upon
your flocl herds, and all
that you po:
and your children,
your faith and goo«
this time forth and forever. A
thus T have spoken. Amen.

CHAPTER 8.
Alma's success in Melck—The
Ple of Amm
Jorted by an ange
lek joins him i
power given.
1. And n
that Alma

peo-

it came to pass
returned from the
<land of Gideon, after having

taught the people of Gide
things which not be written,
hu\ ing established the order of
the Lhuan, according as he had
before done in the ‘land of Zara-
hemla, yea, he returned to his
own house at Zarahemla to rest
himself from the labors which he
ad performed
And thus ended the ninth
yur of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi
3. And it came to pass in the
commencement of the *tenth year
of the reign of the judges over
the |1rnple of Nephi, tha

arments spotless even

\lxhl\ on nl.g west of t hr‘ ‘Tiver
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fering pains and
temptations of
this that the wd
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upon him the pa
nesses of his ped
12. And he wi

13. Now the]
all things; nev
sufferd

I\cnl the h
washed from
may have fai

of the workd,
save and to

that ye are
your

16. And Whosoever doeththis) k...~
&4 and keepeth the commandments
=il of God from thenceforth, the [ i
vl same will Shall have eternalilife) |-~

thus ended the ninth
ie:.4 the Holy Spirit, which testifieth Foi
=i I me.

SpenceplV. KT’

ball

neither doth he
witici h e inrh sl

gho\\ unto your God [ on s

willing to repent of
sins and enter Into a cove- [y ey
nant with him to keep his com-
T 1«8 mandments, and witness it unto e
d him this day by going into the
worco8 "waters of baptism.

ALMA, 8 213

rom hu ‘ as their garments are spotless, in
ath ‘nr kingdom of heaven to go no
L.

i now my beloved breth-

tifieth in me; and my
. ingly rejoice, be-
eeding diligence
h ye have given

word

upon_you, and upon
es and fands, and upon
ks and herds, and all
POSSess, your women
children, according to
and good works, from

ve spoken.  Amen,

HAPTER 8.

bccess in Melck—The peo-
jom thah cast him out—Com-
¢ angel, he Teturns—Amu-
Rim in the ministry—Great

=Y murmd from the
Gideon, after having
 people of Gideon many

tablished the order of

LOl’dlng as he had

4, he rommui to his
rest

brined.

s of the judges Over
of I\sphl that ~\1nn

SPENCER W. KIMBALL

1acle

“Forgiveness
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| Wwages are not counted as
 grace but as debt. But to
- him who baes not nwrk

’ yustlhes' the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for

4/9/2025

“@Onelofithermost
fallacious doctrines
originated by, Satan
and propounded by
man is that man is
saved alone by the
grace of God; that

belief in Jesus Christ
alone istall that is
needed for salvation."

[Spencer Wi Kimball,Tihe Miracle of Forgiveness
(Salt Lake City: Bookeraft, 1969), 206]
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AnotherTestament
of Jesus Christ,

2 NEPHI 25:10-17 98 9 2 NEPHI 25:18-23
igain the second time to *restore | that he should *heal the nations
ties; and never hath any of them | my soul delighteth to prophesy con and fallen | after they had been bitten by the
been destroyed save it were *fore- [ cernir n his day, tate. Wherefore, he will proceed | poisonous serpents, if they would

1 by the prophets of the | and my heart doth magnify his holy do a *marvelous work and cast their eyes unto the

generation according to their iniqu in the kingdom of God. Wherefore

his people from their lo:

which he did .

| name r among the children up bef
refore, it hath been told | 14 And behold it shall come to pass and also gave him power that he
e, he shall bring forth | should smite the *rock and the wate:

ming the destruction | that after the “Messiah hath risen
i cc

T
s unto them, which words | should come forth; yea, behold 1
> last day, | say unto you, that as these things

from the d and hath manife
himself unto his peog

them ¢
which should

many as will believe ¢ T re‘true, ar s the Lord God liveth,
behold, Jerusalem shall be *destro there | other ‘name given
ed wo unto them ‘ under heaven s it be this Je

" Christ, of whi have spoken

ved

this cause hath

withstanding

away they
possess  the
wherefore, t

their inhe

which i
1 when t
they st
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2 NEPHI 25:10-17 98 9 2 NEPHI 25:18-23
generation according to their iniqui- | in the kingdom of God. Wherefore, again the second time to “restore | that he should *heal the nations
ties; and never hath any of them - his people from their lost and fallen | after they had been bitten by the
been destroyed save it were “fore- state. Wherefore, he will proceed | poisonous serpents, if they would
told them by the prophets of the | and my heart doth magnify his hol to do a *marvelous work and a | cast their eyes unto the “serpent
ord. name. wonder among the children of | which he did raise up before them,
10 Wherefore, it hath been told 14 And behold it shall come to pass men. and also gave him power that he
them concerning the destruction | that after the “Messia th risen 18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth | should smite the ‘rock and the water
which should come upon them, im- | from the dead, and hath manifested his *words unto them, which words | should come forth; yea, behold 1
mediately after my father left * Jeru- | himself unto his people, unto as hall ‘judge them at the last day, | say unto you, that as these things
salem ; nevertheless, they *hardened | many as will believe on his name, for they shall be given them for the | are’true, and as the Lord God liveth,
their hearts; and according to my | behold, m shall be *destroy- purpose of ‘convincing them of the | there is none other ‘name given

ed a rejected by

prophecy they have been destroyed, wo unto them that under heaven save it be this Jesus

true Messiah, who wa
) Christ,_of_which 1 have spoken,

away

= 23 For we labor diligently to write,

i to “persuade our children, and also [

=4 our brethren, to believe in Christ, [
and to be reconciled to God; for we J=E

Begotten of
the Father ¢
cording to the

tten

know that it is by *grace that we are s
saved, after all we can ‘do.

t
13 Behold,
and after he
od; for we

SPENCER W. KIMBALL

@e SMiracle
“Forgiveness
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“hhisimakes clearthe
twolfacets, neither of
whichraleneiwould
bring the individual
salvation—the grace
of Christ, particularly
as represented by his
atoning sacrifice, and
individual effort.”

[Kimball, Miracle, 207]

£9581085)

SpencepVV. K|Aball
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CHAPTER 4
FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY

Apostasy from the Truth

A second great truth was revealed in the visitation
of the Father and the Son to the Prophet Joseph Smith
through the announcement made by the Savior of the
world in answer to Joseph Smith’s question as to which
of the churches he should join. He was told he should
join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who
addressed me said that . . . “they draw near to me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines the com-
mandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the
power thereof.” (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith 2:19.)

This pronouncement brought to Joseph Smith the
information he so much desired, for, more than any-
thing else, he wanted to know which of all the churches
he should join, and it was to obtain this information
that he went to the Lord in prayer.

Erroneous Teachings of Christian Churches

One erroneous teaching of many Christian
churches is: By faith alone we are saved. This false doc-
trine would relieve man from the responsibility of his
acts other than to confess a belief in God, and would
teach man that no matter how great the sin, a
confession would bring him complete forgiveness and
salvation. What the world needs is more preaching of
the necessity of abstaining from sin and of living useful
and righteous lives, and less preaching of forgiveness of
sin. This would then be a different world. The truth is
that men must repent of their sins and forsake them
before they can expect forgiveness. Even when our sins
are forgiven, God cannot reward us for the good we
have not done.

FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY 25

I'he prophet Mormon, who lived upon the
American continent about A.p. 400, foretold the coming
of the plates from which the Book of Mormon should
be translated and described the condition of. the
churches that should then be found among the people:

Yea, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be
dunied, und churches become defiled and be lifted up in the pride
ol their hearts; yea, even in a day when the le

ders of churches and
teachers shall rise in the pride of their hearts, even to the envying of
{hem who belong to their churches

Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be churches built
up that shall say: Come unto me, and for your money you shall be
forgiven of your sins. (Mormon 8:28, 32.)

Doctrine of Predestination

Again, there is the erroneous doctrine of predesti-
nation, which teaches that without any act on our part,
some are predestined to eternal life and some to eternal
damnation, and that no matter in which class we find
ourselves, there is nothing we can do about it. A com-
plete analysis of this doctrine forces one to the conclu-

ion that if it is true that all our acts, whether good or
evil, were predetermined before our birth, God would
be responsible for all sin and iniquity in the world.

In his effort to destroy truth, Satan could hardly
have hoped to deceive men more effectively and com-
pletely than to take from them, through the teaching of
such doctrines, a consciousness of their responsibilities.

One Heaven and One Hell

There is also the false teaching of one heaven and
one hell, with the thought that all who reach heaven will
share alike, and the same will be true of those who are
assigned to hell.

The truth, as restored through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, emphasizes the fact that every man will receive
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FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY 25

I'he prophet Mormon, who lived upon the

American continent about A.p. 400, foretold the coming

ARG E of the plates from which the Book of Mormon should

FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY be ftranslated and described the condition of. the
churches that should then be found among the people:

Yoa, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be

e pride

hes and

Erroneous Teachings of Christian Churches yiog of

es built

One erroneous teaching of many Christian R
churches is: By faith alone we are saved. This false doc-
lrlne would relieve man tmm the _Tespo ility of his

asy from the Truti

desti-
r part,
informatiol 0 eternal
S s we find

SIREMISEE0-321

“What shall'we say then? That Gentiles, who did net pursue righteoushess,
have attained to righteocusness, even the righteousness of faith; {31} but
Israel pursuing the law of righteocushess, has not attained to the law of:

righteousness. {32} Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were,
by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone.*

FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY 25

I'he prophet Mormon, who lived upon the
American continent about A.p. 400, foretold the coming
ARG E of the plates from which the Book of Mormon should

FALSE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY be translated and described the condition of. the
churches that should then be found among the people:

Yoa, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be

Erroneous Teachings of Christian Churches

One erroneous teaching of many Christian
chur(.hes is: By faith alone we are saved This false doc-

(25 emitneseihat they avelazeal for God) but hot
iacconding| to Knowledger{SEorthey velnglignoranteoiGeds rlghteousness
and seekingiterestablishitherewniightealsness, havernorsubmittediterthe

fighteeushessiof God: =
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Salvation means
exaltation to
godhood.

"With three or four possible
exceptions, all of the
revelations of all the ages
speak of salvation as being
wholly, completely, and totally
synonymous with eternal or
everlasting life, with exaltation
in the highest heaven of the
celestial world, with attaining
Godhood and being like God

gl : the Eternal Father."
B ruce R M CCO n kle [Bruce McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary,

(1915-1985) 3:284-285]
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Gospel Principles

Chapter 47
edge and all wisdom. He is the father of spirit children. He is
a creator. We can become Gods like our Heavenly Father
This is exaltation
If we prove faithful and obedient to all the commandments of
the Lord, we will live in the highest degree of the celestia
kingdom of heaven. We will become exalted, just like our
Heavenly Father. Exaltation is the highest reward that our
Heavenly Father can give his children. The Lord ha: d that
exaltation is the greatest gift of all the gifts of God (see D&C
14:7)

BLESSINGS OF EXALTATION
Our Heavenly Father is perfect. However, he is not ealous of
his wisdom and perfection. He glories in the fact that it is
possible for his children to become like him. He has said

This is my work and my glory—to bring to pass the immorta
lity and eternal life of man" (Moses 1:39)

Those who live the commandments of the Lord and recei
eternal life (exaltation) in the celestial kingdom will re
pecial blessings. The Lord has said
(D&C 76:59). These are some of the ¢
to exalted persons

1. They will live eternally in the preser
Father and Jesus Christ (see D&C 76)

of our Heavenly

2. They will become gods

3. They will have their righteous family m
and will be able to have spirit children al These spirit chil-
dren will have the them as we do to our

feavenly Father. They will be an eternal fami ly.

mbers with them

same relationship

4. They will receive

of joy
5. They will have everything that our Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ have, all power, glory, dominion, and knowl
eph Fielding Smith wrote: “The Father
has promised through the Son that all t
given to those who are obe:

29(

apter 47
all increase in knowledge, wisdom, and power, going from
to grace, until the fullness of the perfect day shall burst
of Salvation, 2:36)

jrace
spon them' (Doctrines
me of ings that will b

REQUIREMENTS FOR EXALTATION
stter-day Saints are taught that now is the time to fuuiu the
quirements for exaltation (see Alma 34:32-34). President

ph Fielding Smith said, *‘In order to obtain the exaltation

pt the gospel and all its covenants; and take

ve must ac Kitako

pon us the obligations which the Lord has offered; and wal
the light and understanding of the truth; and ‘live by e

word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God (D

s of Salvation, 2:43)

s we must have received to be

e are specific ordina

xal
ized and confirmed a member of the

> must be
h of Jesus Christ

e must receive the Holy Ghost
ive the temple endowment

We must r

tim

e must be married for and all eternity

addition to the required ordinanc

s, there are also many
we have to obey to qualify for exaltation. We must—

Love God and worship him
Have faith in Jesus Christ

X

Love our neigf

Live the law of chastity

Pay hones ings

yest in our dealings with others and with the Lord

out our kindred dead and perform the sav-

ng ordinances of the gospel for therr
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Exaltation is eternal life, the kind of life that God lives. He
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Heavenly Father. They will be an eternal family.

4. They will receive a fullness of joy.

5. They will have everything that our Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ have, all power, glory, dominion, and knowl-
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HOLY BIBLE

God is a Trinity: one in
substance (nature) and
three in person
(hypostasis).
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Biblical Argument
. There is only one God.
. The Father is God.
. The Son is God.
. The Spirit is God.
. The Father is not the Son.
. The Son is not the Spirit.
. The Spirit is not the Father.

& |Isaiah 44:6 =

"Thus says the LORD, the King of
Israel, And his Redeemer, the
LORD of hosts: 'l am the First
and | am the Last; Besides Me

there is no God.'"
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Though Mormons
claim to believe In
the Trinity, the
Mormon view is not
the true, orthodox
view of the Trinity.

4/9/2025

& Matthew 3:16 =

"When He had been baptized,
Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him,
and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and
alighting upon Him. And
suddenly a voice came from
heaven, saying, 'This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.""
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James E. Talmage

(1862-1933)

40 THE ARTICLES OF FAITH CHAP. 2

different way, and each distinct from the others. Later the
Savior promised His disciples that the Comforter,” who is
the Holy Ghost, should be sent unto them by His Father;
here again are the three members of the Godhead separately
defined. Stephen, at the time of his martyrdom, was blessed
with the power of heavenly vision, and he saw Jesus stand-
ing on the right hand of God.” Joseph Smith, while calling
upon the Lord in fervent prayer, saw the Father and the
Son, standing in the midst of light that shamed the bright-
ness of the sun; and one of these declared of the other, “This
is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!” Each of the members of
the Trinity is called God,’” together they constitute the
Godhead.

Unity of the Godhead—The Godhead is a type of unity
in the attributes, powers, and purposes of its members
Jesus, while on earth” and in manifesting Himself to His
Nephite servants,’ repeatedly testified of the unity existing
between Himself and the Father, and between them both
and the Holy Ghost. This cannot rationally be construed to
mean that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are
one in substance and in person, nor that the names repre
sent the same individual under different aspects. A single
reference to prove the error of any such view may suffice
Immediately before His betrayal, Christ prayed for His dis-
ciples, the Twe! nd other converts, that they should be
preserved in unity,’ “that they all may be one” as the Father
and the Son are one. We cannot assume that Christ prayed
that His followers lose their individuality and become one
person, even if a change so directly opposed to nature were
possible. Christ desired that all should be united in heart,

"¢, Seo John 14:26; 15:26.

1
John 10:30, 38:
11:44; Mormon

f, See Acts 7:55,
. 8:16; 1 John 5

i, See 8 Nephi 11:2
See John 17:11-21.

g See 1 Cor.
siah 15
36; 28:10; see also Alma

aRT. 1 GOD AND THE HOLY TRINITY 41

spirit, and purpose; for such is the unity between His Father
and Himself, and between them and the Holy Ghost.
This unity is a type of completeness; the mind of any
one member of the Trinity is the mind of the others; seeing
as each of them does with the eye of perfection, they see
and understand alike. Under any given conditions each
would act in the same way, guided by the same principles
of unerring justice and equity. The one-ness of the God-
head, to which the scriptures so abundantly testify, implies
no mystical union of substance, nor any unnatural and
therefore impossible blending of personality. Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost are as distinct in their persons and in-
dividualities as are any three personages in mortality. Yet
their unity of purpose and operation is such as to make their
edicts one, and their will the will of God. Even in bodily
appearance the Father and the Son are alike; therefore said
Christ when importuned by Philip to show to him and others
the Father: “Have I been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us
the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me? The words that I speak unto you
I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me,
he doeth the works. Believe me that T am in the Father,
and the Father in me.”
Personality of Each Member of the Godhead—From
the evidence already presented, it is clear that the Father is
a personal being, possessing a definite form, with bodily
parts and spiritual passions. Jesus Christ, who was with the
Father! in spirit before coming to dwell in the flesh, and
through whom the worlds were made,™ lived among men as
a man, with all the physical characteristics of a human

~ "k, John 14:9-11; see also Heb. 1:3. 1, See John 17:5. m, See John
1:3; Heb. 1:2; Eph. 8:9; Col. 1:16,
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Personality of Each Member of the Godhead—From
the evidence already presented, it is clear that the Father is
a personal being, possessing a definite form, with bodily
parts and spiritual passions. Jesus Christ, who was with the
Father! in spirit before coming to dwell in the flesh, and
through whom the worlds were made," lived among men as
a man, with all the physical characteristics of a human

N % Jobn 14:9-11; sce also Heb, 1:8. I, See Jobn 17:5.  m, See John
1:8; Heb, 1:9; Eph. 5:9; Col. 1:16
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1 ANSWERS TO GOSPEL QUESTIONS
was Christ (Jehovah) who led Israel from Egypt to
; 2
the land of Canaan, and that he is God. ) )
In the Doctrine and Covenants we find this written:
hould believe
As well as those who should come after, who s| 3
in the gis ‘nd callinge of God by the Holy Chost, which
ea d of the Father and of the Son; !
e Hiﬁ&irﬁf “Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one God, infinite
and eternal, without end. Amen. )
B e e that a1l mem, st ropant and believe on the
name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his name, and
endure in faith on his name to the end, or they cannot be save
in the kingdom of God.*

This is very clear, and there is no confounding of
the Personages of the Father, the Son, and“d\e Hol):
Ghost. Therefore the statement that they are “one (Eod
must refer to something other than that they are “one
essence” and “without body parts and passions” as so
many Christian people believe.

SupremE Counci ComposeED OF THREE PERSONAGES

This reference, then, to the threeAas one God, mus(;
be interpreted to mean that they constitute one Godheas
or Supreme Council, composed of three separate Per-
sonages, the Father, the Son, and thc‘ Holy' Chost.

Paul, in his epistle to the Corinthian saints, says this:

s -erning therefore the eating of those ghing; that are
gl i St g o e B G
in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

Paul knew as well as any man could know it 'that
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost constitute
one Supreme Council—one God. In the following verses
he adds this:

" iDeuteronomy 6:3-4.

2D, & C.

THE PERSONAGES IN THE GODHEAD 3

For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven
or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are
ull things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
are all things, and we by him.*

Here Paul speaks of both the Father and Son as
God. Near the close of his epistle to the Roman saints,
he said:

And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet
shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.®

The “God of peace,” who according to the scriptures
I8 to bruise Satan, is Jesus Christ.®

It is very strange that Christian people can be con-
fused and believe that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
ure one substance or entity, in the face of the constant
ropetition in the New Testament of the evidence which
clearly proclaims them separate and distinct from each
other. It appears to those who are guided by the light
of truth, that the frequent declarations of the Savior
that he and his Father are distinct from each other, but
one in thought and action, is so plain that even the most
simple should understand it. Our Redeemer was con-
stantly addressing his Father in prayer. He taught his
disciples to pray to the Father, not to him, and the most
touching and tender appeal that was ever recorded is
his prayer to his Father in the seventeenth chapter of
John,

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent. . . .

And now Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with
the y_lul?’ which I had with thee before the world was. . . .

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the

\1bid., 8:5-6.
ans 16
sis 8:15; Hebrews 2:14.
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that he and his Father are distinct from each other, but
one in thought and action, is so plain that even the most
simple should understand it. Our Redeemer was con-
stantly addressing his Father in prayer. He taught his
disciples to pray to the Father, not to him, and the most
touching and tender appeal that was ever recorded is
his prayer to his Father in the seventeenth chapter of
John,

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent. . . .

And now Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with
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. ANSWERS TO GOSPEL QUESTIONS THE PERSONAGES IN THE GODHEAD 3
was Christ (Jehovah) who led Israel from Egypt to . For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven
the land of Canaan, and that he is God.* or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are
ull things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
are all things, and we by him.+

In the Doctrine and Covenants we find this written:

As well as those who should come after, who should believe
- odcallinge of Cod by the H ]

It is very strange that Christian people can be con-
fused and believe that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
are one substance or entity, in the face of the constant
repetition in the New Testament of the evidence which
clearly proclaims them separate and distinct from each
other. It appears to those who are guided by the light
of truth, that the frequent declarations of the Savior
that he and his Father are distinct from each other, but
one in thought and action, is so plain that even the most

simple should understand it.
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Gop GoD AS A SPIRIT GoDHEAD GODHEAD
principle dwell; and that he is the Ghost as a consequence of obeyj, [SHowever, it is true that God may third, the witness or Testator
Father of lights; in him the princi- ence to the laws and ordinar Wsaid to be a Spirit, but this (Teachings, p. 190.)
ple of faith dwells independently, the gospel Qtement must be understood to Thotigh ‘each God in the God
and he is the object in whom the Man's purpose in life is to lear, |glan that he is a Spirit in the head is a personage, separate and
faith of all other rational and ac- the nature and kind of being thy |{giile sense that a resurrected man distinc each of the others,
countable beings centers for life God is, and then, by conform Q@ spirit. When the apostles, be- yet they “one God” (Testimony
and salvation.” (Lectures on Faith, his laws and ordinances, to progres; |jgiding the resurrected Lord, of Three Witnesses in Book of
p.9) to that high state of exaltatiop |#ére terrified and affrighted, and Mormon), meaning that they are

There is a God in heaven, who wherein man becomes perfect s |gpposed that they had seen a united as one in the attributes of
is infinite and eternal, from ever- the Father is perfect. (Matt. 5:45; |ifit” (Luke 24:36-43), there was perfection. For instance, each has
lasting to everlasting the same un-  Teachings, pp. 342-362.) b the slightest intimation that the fulness of truth, knowledge
changeable God, the framer of e “spirit” was a vaporous noth- charity, power, justice, judgment
heaven and earth, and all things {lgness that filled immensity. mercy, and faith. Accordingly
which are in them.” (D. & C. 20: GOD ALMIGHTY. §pirits are personages. God the they all think, act, speak, and are
17.) He is not a progressive being  See ALMIGHTY GOD. B is a glorified and perfected alike in all ‘things; and yet they
in the sense that liberal religionists Man, a Personage of flesh and are three separate and distinct en-
profess to believe; he was not cre- fnes (D. & C. 130:22), in which tities. Each occupies space and is
ated by man; and he was not a GOD AS A SPIRIT. fingible body an eternal spirit is and can be in but one place at
God of vengeance and war in Old See Apostasy, CREEDS, Gon. [llEed. It is in this sense that God one time, but each has power and
Testament times and a God of love False creeds teach that God is a [ Spirit influence that is everywhere pres
and mercy in a later New Testa- spirit essence that fills the immen sitt. Theonedsiot e Gods &the
ment era. He is the same yester- sity of space and is everywhere g8t ity thatahould existaniong
day, today, and forever and nowhere in particular present J@DHEAD. the saints. (John 17: 3 Ne. 28:10

God is known only by revela- In a vain attempt to support thi Bee CHRrisT, FATHER IN HEAVEN, 11.)
tion: he stands revealed or remains doctrine, formulated by councilsin {§@p, Goproop, HoLy GHosT, Perhaps no better statement
forever unknown. He cannot be the early days of the great apos |#URraLiTy oF Gops. Three glori- defining the Godhead and showing
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have existed. A knowledge of his The fact is that this passage *|#85.) They are: God the Father; Lectures on Faith. “There are two
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only by revelation from the Holy (Inspired Version, John 4:25-26'Wond, the Redeemer; and God the Father being a personage of spirit
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A SPIRIT GODHEAD

Though each God in the God-
head is a personage, separate and
distinct from each of the others,
yet they are “one God” (Testimony
of Three Witnesses in Book of
Mormon), meaning that they are
united as one in the attributes of

\ are faith pro- to
ch help him to hat
re about Deity; but
God comes worship in spirit and in truth- [§
v (Inspired Version, John 4:25-26){&onc

Some cults¥deny the Trinity by
denyingoth.e' Rerson of
Jesus @hrist:

by raising) M[ﬁ@ﬂ@{ﬁlﬁ%ﬂ as deity.
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GGODHEAD GODHEAD GODHOOD GODHOOD

[meaning that he has a spiritual truth, and having ol 8 him, cven thiaPather) exaltedbmariand gits enthronsdin
body which by revealed definition ceived a fulness of the glory (HSBESE Holy Spirit are one.” yonder heavensl. .. I am going to
is a resurrected body of flesh and Father, possessing the

:W(m Faith, pp. 50-51.) tell you how God came to be God.

bones (1 Cor. 15:44-45; D. & C. with the Father, which We have imagined and supposed
88:27)], glory, and power, possess- Holy Spirit, that bea that God was God from all eter
ing all perfection and fulness; the the Father and the Sor WOOD' nity. T will refute that idea, and
Son, who was in the bosom of the three are one; or, in o @ CeLestiaL  MaRRiAGE, take away the veil, so that you
Father, a personage of tabernacle, these three constitute the p i oF THE FIRSTBORN, may see. ... It is the first principle
made or fashioned like unto man, matchless, governing and sup JESEIERS OF GoD, BTERNAL of the gospel to know for a cer-
(or ibeing intthesformtanidilikeriess' fpowapiover allsthi NG eRn AL Lives, ExaLta- tainty the character of God, and to
of man, or rather man was formed ~things were created ade K FuLness oF THE FaTHER, know that we may converse with
a keness and in his ir were created and made nd th MBIRS WITH CHRIST, PLUR- him as one man converses with
he is also the express im three constitute the Godhead, g mof GoDs, SALVATION, SoNs another, and that he w nce a

the personage of are one; the Father the §@88GOB: That exaltation which the man like us; yea, that God himself
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ng begotten filling

of him, and ordained from before with the fulness of the 4 , and enjoy the - the Bible
the foundation of the world to be a and power; or, in other MBS which the Father has Here, then, is eternal life—to
propitiation for the sins of all spirit, glory, and power, of Yili#0¥do what he does, have the know the only wise and true God;
those who should believe on his Father, possessing all knowlddi@@esident in him, and live as and you have got to learn how to
name, and is called the Son be- and glory, and the same kingid g eternal increase. be gods yourselves, and to be kings
cause of the flesh, and descended sitting at the right hand of pW#lBRC. 132:17-20, 37.) It is to and priests to God, the same as all
in suffering below that which man in the express image likes$l8WHIm in the full and complete gods have done before you, namely
can suffer: or, in other words, suf- of the Father, mediator for MSSSMERd no one can fully know by going from one small degree to
fered greater sufferings, and was being filled with ness of MBMSBXeept another exalted per- another, and from a small capacity
exposed to more powerful cor mind of the Father; or, in OMSE8N#ho is like him in all re- toa great one; from grace to grace,
dictions than any man can be words, the Spirit « he Fatl8Those attaining the supreme from exaltation to exaltation, until
But, notwithstanding all this, which Spirit is shed forth upoif@lliire sons of God (D. & C. you attain to the resurrection of
he kept the law of God, and re. Wwho believe on his name and i )i they receive the fulness 1, and are able to dwell in
mained without sin, showing there- his commandments. Bather and find membership ~everlasting burnings, and to sit in
B i G Sowbn BEimin Atia e belicgewh n‘:e Church of the Firsthorn v, as do those who sit en-
to keep the law and remain also commandments shall gro BRE. 93:17-22); they are joint- throned in everlasting power
Sttt SR and alsoyikiat by him ¢ A QWith Christ (Rom. 8:14-18), [Such persons are] heirs of God
\ righteous judgment might come the heavenly §E with him a and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ

hath. (D. & C. 84:33-51.) What

upon all flesh, and that all who heirs with Jesus ( s it? To inherit the same
walk not in v of God may the same mind, being t Bl Eods: (Ps. 82:1, 6; John power, the same glory and the

ik et it et s, Doctrines of Salvation, same exaltation, until you arrive
T o ek ese Vrarbeiiess kit B 5-79; Gospel Kingdom, at the station of a god, and ascend
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as_the Father

Q. even

“Here, then, is eternal life—to
know the only wise and true God;
and you have got to learn how to
be gods yourselves, and to be kings
and priests to God, the same as all
gods have done before you, namely,
by going from one small degree to
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to a great one; from grace to grace,
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HOLY BIBLE

The sacrifice of Jesus
Christ is sufficient for
salvation.

(2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Heb. 9:12)
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Mormonism denies
the work of Jesus
Christ by claiming

that it is iIncomplete.

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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E ARTICLES OF FAITH CHAP. 4

to the ills of mortality; but through Christ’s atonement they
are all redeemed from the curse of this fallen state, The
debt, which comes to them as a legacy, is paid for them anq
thus are they left free. Children who die before reaching
the state of accountability for their acts are innocent in the
eyes of God, even though they be the offspring of trans.
gressors. We read in the Book of Mormon: “Little childre n
cannot repent; wherefore, it is awful wickedness to deny
the pure mercies of God unto them, for they are all alive
in him because of his mer ® * ° For behold that all
little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are
without the law. For the power of redemption cometh on
all them that have no law.”

The prophet Mormon, writing to his son Moroni, ex-
pressed in the following manner his conviction of the inno-
cence of children: “Listen to the words of Christ, your
Redeemer, your Lord and your God. Behold, I came into
the world not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance;
the whole need no physician, but they that are sick; where
fore, little children are whole, for they are not capable of
committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from
them in me, that it hath no power over them. * * ® Behold
I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance
and baptism unto those who are accountable and capable
of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent
and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little
children, and they shall all be saved with their little children
And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism
Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the com-
mandments unto the remission of sins. But little children
are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world.”

In a revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith in this

i Moroni 8:19-22. 1, Moroni 8:8-12.

ART. 3 SALVATION 89

dispensation, the Lord has said: “But behold, I say unto
you, that little children are redeemed from the foundation
of the world through mine Only Begotten; Wherefore, they
cannot sin, for power is not given unto Satan to tempt little
children, until they begin to become accountable before
me.”* President John Taylor, after citing instances of Christ’s
affection for little children, and proofs of the innocent con-
dition in which they are regarded in heaven, says: “With-
out Adam’s transgression those children could not have
existed; through the atonement they are placed in a state of
salvation without any act of their own. These would em-
brace, according to the opinion of statisticians, more than
one-half of the human family who can attribute their salva-
tion only to the mediation and atonement of the Savior.”

The Individual Effect of the A makes it possible
for any and every soul to obtain absolution from the effect
of personal sins, through the mediation of Christ; but such
saving intercession is to be invoked by individual effort
as manifested through faith, repentance, and continued
works of righteousness. The laws under which individual
salvation is obtainable have been prescribed by Christ,
whose right it is to say how the blessings made possible
by His own sacrifice shall be administered. All men are
in need of the Savior’s mediation, for all are transgressors.
So taught the apostles of old: “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.” And again: “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.” That the blessing of redemption from
individual sins, while open for all to attain, is nevertheless
conditioned on individual effort, is as plainly declared as
is the truth of unconditional redemption from death as

& C. 20:46, 47.

"k D& L Mediation and_Atonement, p. 148; see also
Avpendix 4:3.  m, Rom. 3:23.  m, 118

1 John

——
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of the world through mine Only Begotten; Wherefore, they
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as manifested through faith, repentance, and continued
works of righteousness.

e no physician, but they that are s where
fore, little children are whole, for they are not capable of
committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from
them in me, that it hath no power over them. * * © Behold
I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance
and baptism unto those who are accountable and capable
of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent
and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little
children, and they shall all be saved with their little children
And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism
Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the com-
mandments unto the remission of sins. But little children
are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world.”

In a revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith in this

i Moroni 8:19-22. 1, Moroni 8:8-12.

i 581 510 NVOKH Yy
as manifested through faith, repentance, and continued
works of righteousness. The laws under which individual
salvation is obtainable have been prescribed by Christ,
whose right it is to say how the blessings made possible
by His own sacrifice shall be administered. All men are
in need of the Savior’s mediation, for all are transgressors.
So taught the apostles of old: “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.”" And again: “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.” That the blessing of redemption from
individual sins, while open for all to attain, is nevertheless
conditioned on individual effort, is as plainly declared as
is the truth of unconditional redemption from death as

C. 29:46, 47.

"k D&C. 3 L Mediation and_Atonement, p. 148; see also
Avpendix 4:3.  m, Rom. 3:23.  m, 1 John 1:8.
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e SMiracle
“Forgivéness

206 THE MIRACLE OF FORGIVENESS

occur, though to a somewhat lesser degree. But what every
member most definitely can do is follow President McKay's
inspired slogan, “Every member a missionary.” He can be-
friend and fellowship nonmember neighbors, friends and
acquaintances, and by his interest and association strive to
bring those nonmembers to the point where they will will-
ingly receive the stake or full-time missionaries. No one
needs to be concerned lest he cannot properly teach his
friends the gospel. The set-apart missionaries are equipped
to do that. What every member ought to do, by good ex-
ample and by bearing testimony, is to portray to nonmem-
bers the joys of gospel living and understanding, and thus
help to bring them to the stage where they will accept
more formal teaching.

In addition to the possibilities in missionary work, in
areas such as quorum and auxiliary and committee work of
the Church almost limitless opportunities are afforded to
lift others, thus blessing oneself. Monthly there are testi-
mony meetings held where each one has the opportunity
to bear witne To by-pass such opportunities is to fail to
that extent to pile up credits against the accumulated errors
and transgressions.

Faith and Works

In view of the emphasis thus far made on the importance
of good works in returning from sin and establishing a re-
pentant life, it may be well to say a word about the idea of
salvation by faith alone. Some people not of our Church
like to quote, in support of that concept, the following
words of Paul:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God

Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8-9.)

One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan
and propounded by man is that man is saved alone by the
grace of God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that
is needed for salvation. Along with all the other works

Keering Gop’s ComMANDMENTs BriNGs FORGIVENESS 207

necessary for man’s exaltation in the kingdom of God this
could rule out the need for repentance. It could give license
for sin and, since it does not require man to work out his
salvation, could accept instead lip service, death-bed “re-
pentance,” and shallow, meaningless confession of sin.

Church members are fortunate indeed to have scriptures
brought forth in this age which clarify this and other doc-
trinal questions beyond all doubt. One passage in the Book
of Mormon, written perhaps with the same intent as Paul’s
statement above — to stress and induce appreciation for
the gracious gift of salvation offered on condition of obedi-
ence — is particularly enlightening:

For we labor d

ently to write, to persuade our children,
and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled
to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after
all we can do. (2 Ne. 25:23. Ttalics added.)

And the Lord further emphasized the fact:

And no unclean thing can enter into his kingdom; therefore

nothing entereth into his rest save it be those who have washed
their garments in my blood, because of their faith, and the
repentance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the end

Now this is the commandment: Repent, all ye ends of the

carth, and come unto me and be baptized in my name, that
ye may be sanctified by the reception of the Holy Ghost, that ye
may stand spotless before me at the last day. (3 Ne. 27:19-20.)

This makes clear the two facets, neither of which alone
would bring the individual salvation — the grace of Christ,
particularly as represented by his atoning sacrifice, and in-
dividual effort. However good a person’s works, he could
not be saved had Jesus not died for his and everyone else’s
sins. And however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it
brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the
works of the gospel.

Of course we need to understand terms. If by the word
alvation” is meant the mere salvation or redemption from
the grave, the “grace of God” is sufficient. But if the term
“salvation” means returning to the presence of God with
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Christianity Mormonism

Number of Gods

MiherelisionlylonelGod: Tis doesinotimean There are many Gods.
merelyithatitherelistfonlylonelGodiwithiwhom
welhaveltoldojibutiratherithatitherelistonlyione

i - “And they (the Gods) said''Let there be
SupremelBeingliniexistence:

light* and therelwasilight.* [Pearl of Great

“Hear, OlIsrael:he EORDIourGod; the Plletz, el @ el AL

H i &
HORD s ened™ (Peuierenet 6 “According to that which was ordained in

the midst of the Council of the Eternal God
of all other gods before this world was ..."
[Doctrine & Covenants 121:32]

“Remember the former things offold, Eor
am God, and there'is no other; I'am God,
and there'is none like'Me:*(Isaiah/46:9)
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Mormonism

Number of Gods

liherelisionlylonelGod: This does|not mean
merelyithatitherelisionlylonelGodiwithiwhom

welhaveltoldojibutiratherthatitherelisionlylone;

SupremelBeingliniexistence:

“Hear] @lIsrael: The|EORDlour God; the
LORDIisione!*(Deuteronomy 6:4)

“Remember the former things ofield, For
am, God, and therelis nolother; /'am God,
and there is none like'Me.*(Isaiah!46:9)

There are many. Gods.

“Three separate persenages—Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoest—compriseithelGodhead: As each of
theselpersonsiis a God, itiis evident, from' this
standpointialone, that a plurality of Gods exists: o
us, speaking inithe proper finite sense, these three
are the only Gods'we worship. Butiin'addition there
is'aniinfinite: number of holy. personages, drawn from
worlds without number, who have passed on to
exaltation and are thus gods." [McConkie, Mormon:
Doctrine; s.v. “Plurality of Gods," p- 577, emphasis
in originall

Christianity

Mormonism

Number of Gods

MiherelisionlylonelGod: This does|not mean
merelyithatitherelistfonlylonelGodiwithiwhom

welhaveltoldojibutiratherithatitherelistonlyione

SupremelBeingliniexistence:

“Hear; Ollsrael:iihe’ EFORDlourGod; the
EORDIisione!* (Deuteronomy 6:4)

“Remember the former things offold, Eor
am God, and there'is no other; I'am God,
and there'is none like'Me:*(Isaiah/46:9)

There are many Gods.

“Ift Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John
discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ
hadia Father; you may suppose that he had a
Father also. Where was there ever'a son
without aifather? And where was there ever a
father without first being a'son?" [Joseph
Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
p- 374, as cited in McConkie, Mormon Doctrine,
s.v. “Plurality]
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Christianity Mormonism
Nature of God

Godlistalspinitiwithoutifleshfand'bone* Godlis a personage of flesh and bone
(physical):

“The Eather has'a body, of flesh; and
bonesias'tangiblelas man's.* [Doctrine &
Covenants 130:22]

=GodlistSpirityandithoselwhoiworshipiHim
mustiwershiplinfspinitfanditruth>*(Jeohn
4:24)

“Behold My handstand My:feet;ithatiitlisi
Myself.Handle'Me andisee, for a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see
Ilhave:* (Euke 24:39)

Christianity Mormonism
Nature of God

Godlisfaispinitywithoutifleshfandiboner Godlis a personage of flesh and bone
(physical):

=GodlistSpiritiandithoseiwhoiworshipiHim
mustiworshiplintspiritfanditruth®s(John
4:24)

“We affirm that to deny the materiality, of:
God'siperson is to deny God; for ... an
immaterial body cannot exist." [James E.
Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith
(Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1971), 48]

“Behold:My handsrand My:feet;ithatiitlisi

Myself:|Handle'Me andisee;, for a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you see
I have (Euke 24:39)
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Christianity

Mormonism

Eternity of God

GodihasfalwaysibeentGod*

“Evenifromieverlastingitoleverlasting;iYou
anelGod™(RPsalm}90:2)

YAndiunderstandithatillamiHe . BeforelMe
therelwasinolGodiformed; Norshallithere
be afterMe.* (Isaiah'43:10)

God was once'a mere man.

“God himself'was once as welare/now; and'is;an
exalted man, andisits enthroned in yonder
heavens! ... | am going to tell you'how God came
to be God. Ye have imagined and suppose that
God was God!from all eternity. l'\will refute that
ideal ... he was once a man like us; yea, that God
himself, the|Father of us' all, dwelt on an earth, the
same as Jesus Christ himself did.* [Joseph
Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p-
345-347, as cited in McConkie, Mormon Doctrine,
s.v. "Godhood," p. 321]

Christianity

Mormonism

Pre-Existence of Man

Manlhastaniimmortal so whichlisinotimade
fromianyiprezexistingispititualisstuffSbutiis
createdibylGodH(Gent:2652:7)

Man's spiritiis from an eternal self-existent
“spirit element.”* Aslindividuals, men pre-
exited thisiworld.

“MhenGodisaid, = lletiUsimakelman inlOur;
imagejiaccordingitolOurillikenessilletithem
haveldominionloverithelfis hiofithelsea;lover
thelbirds ofithefairfand overithelcattle; over
all'thelearthfand overeveny creeping thing
thaticreepsionitheleanth:=(Gen/1:26)

“And thelLORD!God formed manjofitheldust
of'the ground, and breathed into’his nostrils
the breath of life; and man/became alliving
being. (Geni2:7)

“Man is a spirit clothed with'aitabernacle
the intelligent part of'\which was never
created or made but existed eternally—
man was also in the beginning with God.*

[Joseph Eielding Smith, Progress of Man
(Salt Lake City: genealogical Society of
Utah, 1938), as cited in Gordon H. Fraser,
Is Mormonism Christian?: Mormon
Doctrine Compared with Biblical
Christianity (Chicago: Moody Press,
1977), 57]
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Christianity

Manlhastanlimmorntalisouliwhichlisinotimade
fromianyipre-existingispiritualfstuffSbutlis
created by,Gody(Gen™:2652:7)

Shhen Godisaid; ¥ lletiUsimakelmanlin'Our;
imageiiaccorndingftolOurllikenessiiletithem
haveldominionfoverithelfishiofithe'sealover
thelbirds ofithefairfand overithelcattle;over
allithe'earth’andioverievery creeping thing
that creepsionithelearth = (Gen 1:26)

YAnd thelLORD!IGod formed man of'theldust
of'the ground, and breathed into’his nostrils
the breath of life; and man'became alliving
being. (Gen 2:7)

Mormonism

Pre-Existence of Man

Man'sispirit is from an eternal self-existent
“spirit element.* As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

“Spirit element hasialways existed; it is
co-eternal with God. Portions of the self-
existence spirit element were born as
spirit children, or in other words'the

intelligence which cannot be created or
made because it is self-existent, is
organized into intelligences." [McConkie,
Mormon Doctrine, s.v. “Spirit Element," p.
751]

Christianity

Manjhasfaniimmaortal so whichlisinotimade
fromianyiprezexistingispititualisstuffSbutiis
createdibylGodH(Gent:2652:7)

“MhenGodisaid, = lletiUsimakelman inlOur;
imagejiaccordingitolOurillikenessilletithem
haveldominionloverithelfis hiofithelsea;lover
thelbirds ofithefairfand overithelcattle; over

all'thelearthfand overeveny creeping thing
thaticreepsionitheleanth:=(Gen/1:26)

“And thelLORD!God formed manjofitheldust
of'the ground, and breathed into’his nostrils
the breath of life; and man/became alliving
being. (Geni2:7)

Mormonism

Pre-Existence of Man

Man'si spiritiis from an eternal self-existent
“spirit element.”* Aslindividuals, men pre-
exited thisiworld.

“The intelligence or'spirit element became
intelligences! after the spirits'werelborn as
individual entities. Use of this'name
designates both the primal element from
which the spirit offspring were created and
also their inherited capacity to grow: in
grace, knowledge, power, and intelligence
itself, until such intelligences, gaining the
fulness of all things, become like their
Father, the Supreme Intelligence."
[McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, s.v.
“Intelligences,™ p. 387]
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Christianity

Manlhastanlimmorntalisouliwhichlisinotimade
fromianyipre-existingispiritualfstuffSbutlis
created by,Gody(Gen™:2652:7)

Shhen Godisaid; ¥ lletiUsimakelmanlin'Our;
imageiiaccorndingftolOurllikenessiiletithem
haveldominionfoverithelfishiofithe'sealover
thelbirds ofithefairfand overithelcattle;over

allithe'earth’andioverievery creeping thing
that creepsionithelearth = (Gen 1:26)

YAnd thelLORD!IGod formed man of'theldust
of'the ground, and breathed into’his nostrils
the breath of life; and man'became alliving
being. (Gen 2:7)

Mormonism

Pre-Existence of Man

Man'sispirit is from an eternal self-existent
“spirit element.* As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

“*What is' [man]? Helhad'his being in the
eternal worlds; he existed before he came
here.* [JohniTaylor, Teachings of the
Presidents of the Church: John Taylor,

(Salt Lake City: The Churchiof Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day: Saints, 2001), 2]

Christianity

Manjhasithe opportunitby Godisfgrace
throughpfaithjitolbe presentiwithithelEordrafter
deathiibutiwilllneverlbecomeralGod:

=“Welarelconfidentlyesiwelllpleasedirather
tolbelabsentifromithelbodyfanditolbe
presentiwithithel Lord*(2iCor:5:8)

“Eorithelllord Himselfiwillidescendifrom
heavenlwithia'shout;with'theivoice ofian
archangel;jand withitheitrumpetiofiGod-"And
the dead in' Christ will'riselfirst- {17} Thenwe
who'are aliverandiremain shall beicaughtiup
together withitheminithe clouds'toimeetithe
Lord inithe air:’And thusiwe'shallfalways be
with the Lord. (1 Thes. 4:16-17)

Mormonism

Manis destiny isito progress into Godhood
and occupy. the highest of the three-leveled
heaven.

“And when he shall'be perfected, and'have
progressed to maturity; he will be'like his

Father—a God, being indeed' His offspring.
Asi the horse, the ox, the sheep; and every.

living creature, including man, propagates
its own species and perpetuates its own
kind, so does God perpetuate his.” [John
Taylor, Teachings, 3]
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Christianity

liihe eternalfabodeloffalliwholarelsavedlisitolbe
withithellfordlinlheaveniwherefawaits\foralllofi
thelredeemedfanieternalireward ¥ (f
Corninthiansi5#1=2; 1 Reter1:4)

sEonwelknowithatiiffourieanthlylhouseiithisitentilis
destroyed;iwelhavelalbuildingifromiGodifathouseinot
madelwithihands’ieternallinithelheavens {2} Eorlin
thisiwelgroanjiearnestlyidesiringitolbeiclothediwith
ourihabitationiwhichlisifromiheaven®*(2:Cor: 5:1=2)

“Blessed beithelGodland!EatheriofiourEord Jesus
Christ; wholaccordingitolHisfabundantimercylhas
begotteniusiagainitorallivinglhopeithroughithe
resurrection'ofiJesusiChristifromithe dead’ {4} tolan
inheritancelincorruptiblefand undefilediand'that'does
notifade away, resenrvediin'heaven foryou-* (1 Pet:
1:3-4)

Mormonism

Tihere are/three levels of heaven:

<+ Celestial - faithful Mormons

«» Terrestrial- honorable men who'are not
Mormon

«+ Telestial - those who received not the
testimony of Jesus

“One of the great errors in the teachings' of
the Christian religions is the doctrine of
one heaven and one hell'..." [LeGrand
Richards, A Marvelous Work and a Wonder
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976),
253]

Christianity

iiiheleternalfabodeloffaliiwhorarelsavedlisitolbe
withithellfordlinlheaveniwhererfawaitsiforalliof;
thelredeemedianfeternalireward®(d
Corinthiansi5#1=2;8 1 Peterl:4)

=Eorwe knowithatiiffouriearthlylhousejithisitentilis
destroyed;iwelhavelalbuildingifromiGod;jathouse not

madelwithihands$ieternallinithelheavens {2} Eoklin
thisiwelgroan;earnestly desiringftoibeiclothediwith
ourdhabitationiwhichlisifromiheaven:*(2iCor:15:1-2)

“Blessed beithelGodland!EatheriofiouriEordiJesus
Christ; wholaccordingito Hisfabundantimercylhas
begotteniusiagainitorallivinglhopeithroughithe
resurrection'of'JesusiChristifromithe dead} {4} tolan
inheritancelincorruptible’and'undefiled and that does
notifade away, reservediintheaveniforyou-* (1" Pet:
1:3-4)

Mormonism

Tihere are/three levels of heaven:

o= Celestial =<

“Wherefore; ... they are gods, even the
sons of God ... These are they whose
bodies are celestial ... *[Doctrine &
Covenants, 76:58]
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Christianity Mormonism

Tihere are/three levels of heaven:

liihe eternalfabodeloffalliwholarelsavedlisitolbe
withithellfordlinlheaveniwherefawaits\foralllofi
thelredeemedfanieternalireward ¥ (f
Corninthiansi5#1=2; 1 Reter1:4)

-1flerrestrial <

“...these are they who die/without the law.
... whoireceive not the testimony of Jesus
in'the flesh, but afterwards received it ...
who are honorable men ofithe earthi...they.
are bodies terrestrial ..." [Doctrine &
Covenants, 76:70, 74, 75, 78]

sEonwelknowithatiiffourieanthlylhouseiithisitentilis
destroyed;iwelhavelalbuildingifromiGodifathouseinot
madelwithihands’ieternallinithelheavens {2} Eorlin
thisiwelgroanjiearnestlyidesiringitolbeiclothediwith
ourihabitationiwhichlisifromiheaven®*(2:Cor: 5:1=2)

“Blessed beithelGodland!EatheriofiourEord Jesus
Christ; wholaccordingitolHisfabundantimercylhas
begotteniusiagainitorallivinglhopeithroughithe
resurrection'ofiJesusiChristifromithe dead’ {4} tolan
inheritancelincorruptiblefand undefilediand'that'does
notifade away, resenrvediin'heaven foryou-* (1 Pet:
1:3-4)

Christianity Mormonism

iiiheleternalfabodelof: alIho arelsavedlisitolberl | There are three levels of heaven:
withithelfordlinlheaveniwherefawaitsiforallfof;
thelredeemedianfeternalireward®(d

Corinthiansi5#1=2;8 1 Peterl:4)

- Telestial <

“...these are they whoreceived not the
gospel of Christ, neither the testimony, of:
Jesus ... these are they'who receive not
his fullness in the eternal world ... and
thus we saw. ... the glory: of the telestial*

=Eorwe knowithatiiffouriearthlylhousejithisitentilis
destroyed;iwelhavelalbuildingifromiGod;jathouse not
madelwithihands$ieternallinithelheavens {2} Eoklin
thisiwelgroan;earnestly desiringftoibeiclothediwith
ourdhabitationiwhichlisifromiheaven:*(2iCor:15:1-2)

[Doctrine & Covenants, 76:82, 86]

“Blessed beithelGodland!EatheriofiouriEordiJesus
Christ; wholaccordingito Hisfabundantimercylhas
begotteniusiagainitorallivinglhopeithroughithe
resurrection'of'JesusiChristifromithe dead} {4} tolan
inheritancelincorruptible’and'undefiled and that does
notifade away, reservediintheaveniforyou-* (1" Pet:
1:3-4)
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Christianity

TWEE S GEREL punishnt for'sin:

“hhenfalthirdfangelifellowedithemiisayingiwith
alloudivoiceiElffanyonelworshipsithelbeastiand
hislimageyandireceivesihisimarkionihis:
foreheadlorfon’hisihand; {10} hefhimselfishall
alsoldrinkiofithelwinelofithelwrathlof!God;
whichlistpouredioutifullistre ngthlintoithelcuplof:
HisfindignationHelshalllbeltormentediwithifire
and'brimstonelinithelpresencelofithelholy:
angelstandinithelpresencelofithellflamb: {11}
Andithe'smoke ofitheirtormentiascends
foreveriandiever; and they have noirest day on
night; whoworshipithe'beast'and'hisfimage,
andiwhoeverireceivesitheimarkiofihis name: *
(Rev: 14:9-11))

Mormonism

Tolbeldamned means to limit one!s' progress
to Godhood. Eternal punishment does not
necessarilyy mean endless punishment. The
lowest level (perdition) is'reserved for:
apostate Mormons. [t isilikely not eternal.

“*Whosoever, therefore, received God's
punishment receives eternal punishment,
whether it is'endured one hour, one day,
one year, or an age.* [n.a., Plan of:
Salvation (n.c.: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.): 30]

Christianity

iiiherelisieternalipunishmentifordsin:

slihenfalthirdfangelifollowedithe miisayingiwith
alloudivoicelElffanyoneiworshipsithelbeastiand
hisfimageyandireceivesihisimarkionihis'
foreheadlorionfhisthand {10} helhimselfishall
alsoldrinkiofithelwinelofithelwrathlofiGod;
whichlistpouredioutifullistre ngthlintoithelcuplof;
Hislindignation:Helshalllbeltormented\withifite
and brimstonelinithelpresencelofithelholy:
angelsiand in‘thelpresencelofithe’ lLlamb= {11}
Andithelsmoke ofitheirtormentiascends
foreveriandiever; and they/have noirest day or
night; who'worshipithe'beast'and'hisiimage,
andiwhoeverireceives theimarkiof his'name:
(Rev:14:9-11)

Mormonism

To be damned means to/limit one's progress
to Godhood. Eternal punishment does not
necessarily mean endless punishment: The
lowest level (perdition) isireserved for:
apostate Mormons. [t is/likely not eternal-

“Thefalse doctrine that the punishment to be
visited'upon erring souls'is endless ... must be
regarded as one of the most pernicious results

of misapprehension of scripture. ... The
punishment in any case is sufficiently severe
without the added and supreme horror of
unending continuation. Justice must have her
due; but when ‘the uttermost farthing® is paid,
the prison doors shall open and the captive be
free." [Talmage, Study, 61]
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Christianity

Mormonism

"iherelisieternall punishment for'sin.

&hhenlalthirdiangelifollowed them;saying with
alloudivoice;tiflanyoneiworshipsithelbeastiand
hislimage;andireceives!hisimarkionlhis;
forehead orlonlhisthand, {10} helhimselfishall

e the llam

elofitheir tormentiascends
foreverrand'ever:iand they/have'noirest'dayor
night; who'worshipithe'beast'and'hisiimage,
andiwhoever receivesithelmark{ofihis name=*
(Rev: 14:9-11))

Tolbeldamned means to limit one!s' progress
tolGodhood. Eternal punishment doesinot
necessarily mean endlessipunishment. The
lowest level (perdition) is'reserved for:
apostate Mormons. [t isilikely not eternal.

“Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who
know my power ... and to deny the truth and
defy my power—they are they'who are the sons
of perdition ... vessels of wrath, doomed to
suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his
angelsiin eternity." [Doctrine & Covenants,
76:31-33]

Mormonism's

Plan or
Salvation
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Pre-Existence
Pre-Earth life

spirits

In the presence of
God our Heavenly
Father

Jer. 1:4-5
John 17:4-5
Prov. 3:13

1 Pet. 1:19-20
Eph. 1:4-5

Satan and the spirits who
rebelled against the Father
and are denied bodies

-
14

Spirit joined to Body

Earth Life

Purposes
to gain a body
to gain experience
to develop faith
to prove love by
obedience to the
commandments

John 14:15
Alma 32:21
James 2:17-24

Plan of Salvation
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

Spirit World

Paradise

Prison

| Pt 819 |
J

Body placed
in the grave

1 Cor. 15:29

RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT

\\

mity

\\

Spirit and Body joined for ete

Celestial
Marriage
D&C 76:50-70
Eternal families
dwellingin
God's presence
Sun

Terrestrial
D&C 76:71-80

with the presence of the
Son but without the
fullness of the Father:
unmarried and
without exaltation
Moon

Telestial
D&C 76:81-90

all those who are
not Sons of Perdition
but who did not live
according to the Gospel

Stars

’ Perdition
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