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JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES
A.K.A. THE WATCHTOWER

BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY

WHO ARE

JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES ?
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There are over 9 million 
active Jehovah's 

Witnesses in nearly 
120,000 congregations 

around the world.

They operate out of 
Warwick, NY, and control all 
publications and doctrinal 

positions of the organization.
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Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

Charles Taze 
Russell is the 

"founder" of what we 
now know as 

Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

 Russell was born in 1852.
 At an early age he rejected 

the notion of eternal torment 
(hell).

 He became concerned with 
the end times.

 Russell became associated 
with the Adventist minister 
Nelson H. Barbour. 
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Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

Russell founded The 
International Bible 

Students Association 
in 1872. 
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The Watchtower has a 
circulation of over 42 

million in more than 190 
languages. 
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A close second is 
Awake! with a 

circulation of 41 
million in more 

than 80 languages.
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Together these 
publications are 

distributed in 240 lands.

Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

Charles Taze Russell
(1852-1916)

 In 1880 Russell predicted 
that Armageddon would 
occur in 1914.

 He died in 1916.
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In 1917, Joseph 
Franklin Rutherford 
became the second 

President of the 
Watchtower Society.

Joseph Franklin "Judge" Rutherford
(1869-1942)

In 1975, Nathan 
Knorr became the 
third President of 
the Watchtower 

Society.

Nathan Knorr
1905-1977
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In 1977 Frederick 
W. Franz took over 

the presidency upon 
the death of Nathan 

Knorr.

Frederick W. Franz
1893-1992

In 1992 Milton G. 
Henschel took over 
the presidency upon 

the death of 
Frederick W. Franz.

Milton G. Henschel
1920-2003
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In 2000 Don Adams 
took over the 

presidency upon the 
resignation of Milton 

G. Henschel.

Don Adams
(1925-2019)

Robert Ciranko

In 2012 Robert 
Ciranko took over 

the presidency upon 
the resignation of 

Don Adams.
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The organization is headed 
by a governing body 
consisting of seven 

male members. 



4/9/2025

17

Jeffrey WinderDavid SplaneMark Sanderson Jacob Rumph

Jody JedeleGerrit LöschStephen LettGeoffrey Jackson  

Samuel HerdGage FleegleKenneth Cook 



4/9/2025

18

The governing body claims to 
be God's "faithful and discreet 
[wise] slave" in Mt. 24:44-47; 
each one being a member of 
the 144,000 of the "anointed 
class" of Rev. 7:4; 14:1, 3.
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 Matthew 24:44-47  
"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 

as ye think not the Son of man cometh. {45} Who 
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord 
hath made ruler over his household, to give them 
meat in due season? {46} Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
{47} Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him 

ruler over all his goods."
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In this capacity, they believe 
that God is using the 

Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society to accomplish His 

purposes in the world.
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Thus, there is a distinction 
between the Watchtower as a 
non-profit organization and the 

governing body. 

The local congregation, called 
the "Kingdom Hall," is guided 
by unpaid male elders who 
arrange meetings, teaching 
times, speakers, and more. 
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There are 9,043,460 Jehovah's 
Witnesses (up from 8,816,562) 

worshiping in 118,767 (up from 118,117) 
in 240 different lands (up from 239) 

conducting 7,480,146 (up from 
7,281,212) free home Bible 

courses conducted.
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The attendance at their annual 
Memorial of Christ's death, 
which would include both 

Jehovah's Witnesses and other 
interested persons, numbers 

over 20 million.

The attendance at their annual 

which would include both 
Jehovah's Witnesses and other 

interested persons, numbers 
over 20 million.

Easter 
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The attendance at their annual 
Memorial of Christ's death, 
which would include both 

Jehovah's Witnesses and other 
interested persons, numbers 

over 20 million.

Resources
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