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ABOUT US:

The association of International Bible Students has existed continuously since the days of Pastor Charles Taze Russell to the

present. In Pastor Russell's day, the IBSA was a cooperative association of Bible Student congregations worldwide, all united by
the cemmon beliefs taught in Pastor Russell's Studies in the Scriptures series. The Watchtower was merely a publishing house and
lecture service, with NO central control over these thousands of associated, but independent congregations.

IBSA name origin - 1810 (scan of original).

After the death of Pastor Russell in 1916, J.F. Rutherford took control of the IBSA, acting in violation of Pastor Russell's Will and
the Watchtower Bylaws. By 1931 J.F. Rutherford had radically changed and recrganized the Watchtower into a different
organization. He named his new organization "Jehovah's Witnesses," in order to distinguish it from the various groups formed by
the 75% of original Bible Students no longer connected. Hundreds of these Bible Student congregations worldwide have continued
to the present, thus constituting a continuation of the original IBSA. These Bible Students remain united in the original early
Watchtower beliefs taught by Pastor Russell

The International Bible Student's beliefs remain unchanged since the days of Pastor Russell. We continue to treasure the Studies
in the Scriptures, early Watchtowers and other writings of Pastor Russell. We continue to believe the following:

Both the Old and New Testament are Jehovah's inspired words; the primary source of all Truth

Man did not evolve but was created

Jehovah created his only-begotten Son, Jesus. Jesus created all other things.

ABOUT US:

The association of International Bible Students has existed continuously since the days of Pastor Charles Taze Russell to the
present. In Pastor Russell's day, the IBSA was a cooperative association of Bible Student congregations worldwide, all united by
the common beliefs taught in Pastor Russell's Studies in the Scriptures series. The Watchtower was merely a publishing house and
lecture service, with NO central control over these thousands of associated, but independent congregations.

IBSA name origin - 1910 (scan of original).

After the death of Pastor Russell in 1916, J.F. Rutherford took control of the IBSA, acting in violation of Pastor Russell's Will and
the Watchtower Bylaws. By 1931 J.F. Rutherford had radically changed and reorganized the Watchtower into a different
organization. He named his new organization "Jehovah's Witnesses," in order to distinguish it from the various groups formed by
the 75% of original Bible Students no longer connected. Hundreds of these Bible Student congregations worldwide have continued
to the present, thus constituting a continuation of the ariginal IBSA. These Bible Students remain united in the original early
Watchtower beliefs taught by Pastor Russell.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
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. NINE TREATISES ON BIBLE SUBJECTS

by
J. E. RUTHERFORD

Author of
“The Harp of God”
“Can the Living Talk with the Dead?”
“Millions Now Living Will Never Diel”
etc., ete.

PRINTED IN U. S. A,

Copyrighted 1923 by
International Bible Students Association

Why is Evil Permitted ?

HE earth is full of sorrow; and every one has

I more or less human ailments, pains and weak-

nesses. Crime is prevalent in every land ; hatred,

ill will and malice are manifested without ].umt and
the question frequently comes to the mind of the one
who is asked to consider the divine arrangement: Why
should a just and wise and loving God permit evil to
be in the world and afflict the people so long?

Evil is that which produces unhappiness; and any-
thing which either directly or indirectly causes suffering
may be classed as evil. The question is asked: Why did
God permit Satan to tempt our first parents and cause
them to violate his law? Could he not have prevented
all this trouble, the fall of man, and the thousands of
years of suffering that have been upon humankind?
The statément that Jehovah is all-powerful at once
leads to the conclusion that he could have prevented
it had his wisdom dictated that he should do so. The
fact that he did not do so is sufficient proof that he
permitted it for some wise and good purpose. When
we see and understand the outworking of his great plan,
his wisdom is manifest in all that he has permitted,
and his love is ever manifest in the method provided
for the restoration and blessing of mankind.

Can Man be Made Good through Evil?

God ereated the first man perfect mentally, morally,
an in a f this
subject in Volume 1, STUDIES IN THE Soxmunns,
Page 119:
“God could have made mankind devold of ability to "
cern between right and wrong, or able only to discern and
to do right; but to have mad emmsowwmnv-mw

g,

{
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and his love is ever manifest in the method provided
for the restoration and blessing of mankind.

Can Man be Made Good through Evil?

God created the first man perfect, mentally, morally,
and physically. As suggested in a discussion of this
subject in Volume 1, STUDIES IN THE SORIPTURES,
Page 119:

“God could have made mankind devold of ability to Al
cern between right and wrong, or able only to discern nnu
to do right; but to bave made him so would have
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Bl Jehovah's Witnesses E# Englist () togln  search Q

[ uBrary | @D NEwsroom B8 ABOUTUS

Newsroom > Legal Developments > By Region > Russia

READ IN | £ English

“lehovah’s Witnesses distribute their religious publications
around the world. Their literature is nonpolitical, is aimed at
Bible education, and promotes peace. Among the
publications Russian courts have declared extremist is My
Book of Bible Stories—a children's book—and What Does the
Bible Really Teach?, a book that has a circulation of over

200 million copies and is available in more than

250 languages."—Robert Ciranko, President, Watch Tower

The Administrative Centq

Bible and Tract Society/of Pennsylvania. * //
APRIL 27,2016 es
Warning Issued to Witnesses' Rujssi:‘i Sec'a[a;.m}g
. . Attack on Religious
Headquarters in Russia Freedom Intensifes
Threatens Religious Freedom NEWS RELEASES

‘ R Russian Authorities Move
> 5000 o0 oy Toward Unprecedented
Shutdown of Witnesses'

The organization is headed
by a governing body

consisting' of seven
male members.

4/9/2025

16



4/9/2025

!

Stepte%Lett

Dawd‘ lane Jeffr tander

W\l

17



4/9/2025

The governing body claims to
be God's "faithful and discreet
[wise] slave” in Mt., 24:44-47;
each one being a member: of
the 144,000 of the “anointed
class” of Rev. 7:4;: 141, 3.

18



o> Matthew 24:44-47 <

“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour
as ye think not the Son of man cometh. {45} Who
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord
hath:made ruler over his household, to give them
meat in due season? {46} Blessed is that servant,

whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

{47} Verily I’ say unto you, That he shall-make him
ruler over all his goods:*

ONLINE LIBRARY “Who Really Is the Faithful and DOWNLOAD OPTIONS
Discreet Slave?” Dfo] ]
> oo:o0 o000 W) B popcasTs
Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master
appointed over his domestics?"—MATT. 2445 LSl By
PREVIOUS NEXT
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DID YOU GET THE POINT?

* “The faithful and discreet slave™: A small group of anointed
brothers who are directly involved in preparing and dispensing
spiritual food during Christ's presence: Today, these anointed
brothers make up the Govemning Body

In_this capacity, they believe
that God Is using the

Watchtower Bible and. Tract
Society to accomplish His
puUrposes in the world.

4/9/2025
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Thus, there Is a distinction
between the Watchtower.as a
non-profit organization and the

governing body.

The local congregation, called
the “Kingdom Hall, " is'quided
by unpaid male elders who
arrange meetings, teaching
times, speakers, and more.
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KINGDOM
HA}_L

0
JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES

[/

EN S
Witnesses (up from 8,816,562)
w@lshiping inkd 18,767 (up from 118,117)
in 240 different lands (up from 239)
conducting 7,480,146 (up from
/7,281,212) free,home Bible
courses conducted.
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attemadance at their annual
Wemorial of Christ's death,
which would include both
Jehovah's Witnesses and other
interested persons, nhumbers
over 20 million.

Rattendance at their annual
Easter .
which ‘would include both
Jehovah's Witnesses and other
Interested persons, numbers
over 20 million.
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Jehovahs
Witnesses,
Jesus Christ,

Gospel of John

Bias in New Testament
Translations?
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WHYYOU
SHOULD
BELIEVE
IN THE

TRINITY

An Answer to
Jehovah's Witnesses

Robert M. Bowman, Jr.

The Deity of Chrlst inAModern
Translations

A Response TO THE CLAMS OF Jason BeDuwm

AND
A Derense oF THE BiBLiCAL TESTIMONY THAT Jesus 1s Goo
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Startling, eye-opening

information for Jehovah’s Witnesses and the
( //)/\/ums/l/m tallzunth them. J emu ah s

A Critical Guide

D’MdO uewu% to Watchtower Publications
Je /wva/z Wit
F IfUANEMiGNANIneSS David A. Reed

with Arthur Barrett

The struggle between
loyalty to God and
loyalty to one’s religion

A penetrating view of a religion’s supreme councll
and their dramalic power over human lives

by Raymond Franz, former mambar of the
Gaveming Body ol Jehovah's Winesses

Fourth Edition—Revised and Updated
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