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"Christian” Occultism:
The Word of Faith
Movement
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What kind of thoughts
doesithe term
‘Witchcraft® bring
about for you?
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®5)) INTERNATIONAL

OL OF EXORCISM®

Bob Larson, Founder

Weicome ContactUs Courselevels Enroliment FAD  Mission Statement  Student Portal

Fm so glad that you are interested in leaming more about our new Intemnational School of Exorcism®. Our mission is to empower a
generation of spirtual warriors who know how to effectively push back against the Forces of Darkness, in our country, in our homes.
and in our indvidual ives. The curricula for this School are brand new. The teachings have never before been released in any format
As you study each course you will truly be able to declare of Satan that you are "not ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). You'l
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@ BOB LARSON .
EB UNIVERSITY About v Departments v Contact Student Login START TODAY

Experience what Jesus meant in John 14:12 when He sai
followers would do “greater things.”

PREPARE FOR GREATER THINGS -

f
{

e il

o Welcome to the new and improved online experience for Bob Larson University

For students currently progressing, we recommend finishing your teaching on the old site.
Learn more about the transition to our new learning platform.

O INTERNATIONAL )
PP SCHOOL OF EXORCISM About ¥ Departments ¥ Contact Student Login
BOB LARSON UNIVERSITY

BLU/ISE

Live a Spiritually
Flourishing Life

ATIONAL SCHOOL OF EXORC ! Learn how to heal the brokenhearted and set captives free
2 from spiritual bondage.

13 13 (13
For the cost it's worth a thousand times in value. It You don't get this teaching in church on Sunday My husband and | are pastors, and we wanted to be
is knowledge you can't find anywhere else. It's Moming. Too many churches give people a mask to more equipped to deal with demonized people.
amazing. hide behind. .

April
Don Kara Pastor's wife
Ordained deliverance minister Homemaker, Prayer warrior

HOW TO ENROLL

International School of Exorcism
Curriculum
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About CoG v  About Witchcraft v Howtoloin v+ CoG Newsroom v Merry Part v MEMBER LOGIN  ContactUs

We, the cbven_ant bf;t'he_' G less, through advocacy, education, interfaith -a'ction, and resource
sharing, empower Witches'andiWiccans to %roitlecé, s_tlr‘engthen, and enrich our religion, society,
R s and the Earth. o : o
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Home
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About CoG ~

About Witcheraft

~ OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS.

N

How to Join v

CoG Newsroom

Merry Part v MEMBER LOGIN ContactUs v

OUR MISSION OUR WORK OUR HISTORY

*There is a principle which is found and has persisted in many
raligious and ethical traditions of humankind for thousands
of years: What you do not wish done to yourself, do not do to
others. Or in positive terms: What you wish done to yourself,
do to others! This should be the irrevocable, unconditional
norm for all areas of life, for families and communities, for
races, nations, and religions.

Earth cannot be changed for the better unless the
consciousness of individuals is changed.

Together we can move mountains! Without 3 willingness to
take risks and a readiness to sacrifice there can be no
fundamental change in our situation! Therefore, we commit
ourselves ta a common global ethic, to better mutual
understanding, as well as to socially beneficial, peace-
fostering, and Earth-friendly ways of life. we invite all men
and women, whether religious or not, to do the same.”

—Towards A Global Ethic: An Initial Declaration
Signature document of the Parliament of the World's
Religions

SUPPORT OUR MISSION -

ie)
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ABOUT  LATESTNEWS  CONTACTUS  WAYSTOGIVE  LOGIN f @ @ ¥ in

2

OUR MISSION OUR WORK OUR HISTORY OUR 2023 CONVENING

HE WORLD'S RELIGIONS.

2023 Chicago

AUGUST 14-18, 2023 | MCCORMICK PLACE LAKESIDE CENTER

REGISTER & SAVE TODAY! BOOK THE POWR HOTEL BLOCK EXPLORE THE 2023 PROGRAM

e P
[5 2023 Programs Defending Freedom

mp— & Human Rights _dsiidie

AUGUST 14-18, 2023 | McCORMICK PLACE

An Important

Distinction
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The Many Names
of Witchcraft
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*The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s.
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder
of the modern witchcraft movement.

*This aspect is sometimes referred to as
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

_ I\/IEAN ING
WITCHCRAFT

i

| Gerald B Gé'fd’ne;a_' |

Fofewo‘rd by Dr. Leo Lotis Martello
) B U
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*The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s.
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder
of the modern witchcraft movement.

*This aspect is sometimes referred to as
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

*The term 'witchcraft' encompases both
“Gardnerian®* Witches (i.e., Wiccans)as well
as witches who do not regard themselves as
"Gardnerian" (e.g., Alexandrian)

Witchcraft

ALEX SANDERS
BOOK OF LAW

2 nﬁj

with commentary

(1926-1988)% i by Daniel MacDonald
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*The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s.
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder
of the modern witchcraft movement.

*This aspect is sometimes referred to as
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

*The term 'witchcraft' encompases both
“Gardnerian®* Witches (i.e., Wiccans)as well
as witches who do not regard themselves as
"Gardnerian" (e.g., Alexandrian)

siiheltermineo=pagannetionlylincludes
WiccansiandiWitechesh  blialselincludes the
Witcheraft groups (EleNeVICVELS)) that. tiy to"rgconstruct'
ancient; pre=randinen-Christianireligious
systems=suchiasitheNorsesCeltici Greek;
Neo-Paganism RemanandiEgyptianiieligions=—asiwellfastthe
fellowersiaffvanioustebscure; fergetten;and
neglectedioceultiieachingsifromiaroundithe
wornlds[Alexander Vainstreamy pa23]

Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers,
and Other Pagans in America Today

Margot Adler
(@9246-2014)

-

REVISED. ANID -EXE AN DED:E DT T
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“In the past most writers
broke down the Craft
traditions into

W46-2014)

The All Souls

Beacon ‘

\
—

HOME ABOUT THE BEACON STAFF ALL SOULS WEBSITE

Remembering Margot
Adler

- OCTe 20e14
by Maryah Converse, Membership Coordinator

radio journalist, Wiccan priestess, lover of vampires, and fellow member of the great
family of All Souls Unitarian Church since 1992, as well as a member of its Women’s
Alliance. In A Chosen Faith. the late Rev. Forrest Church recounted these words from
Margot’s statement of faith:

chose Unitarian Universalism because I need to live in
balance. I can do all those wonderful, earth-centered spiritual

-
and sometimes
'Continental.’ All these
terms now have vague
boundaries and mean
less as the years go by."

M a rg Ot Ad | er [Margot Adler, Drawing Down the Moon, p. 113-114]

I was deeply moved by the death in July of this year of Margot Adler: the noted author,

Search

WELCOME

Welcome to the All Souls Beacon!

RECENT ARTICLES

In Clara Barton's Footsteps.

Puerto Rico Redux

Three Lines and a Circle

“Deeds, Not Creeds”

UUs on the March

4/21/2025
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§ | DONATE | Q, |

A LL SOLJ LS WhoWe Are  News &Events  Worship & Music ~ Faith Formation  Justice & Outreach ~ Connection

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Create Account | Log in with ['.'j e f

Resources for Congregations Facing the COVID-19 Pandemic

FIND A CONGREGATION DONATE BOOKSTORE

OUR FAITH + AGES&STAGES ¥  CONGREGATIONS & LE/
<) U N | ‘I‘A R |A N WORSHIP & INSPIRATION ¥ JUSTICE & INCLUSION ¥ ABOUT THEUUA ¥

ASSOCIATION

HOME > GENERAL ASSEMBLY > PAST GENERAL ASSEMBLIES > ST. LOU 6 > THE STATE OF PAGANISM TODAY

4028 THE STATE OF PAGANISM TODAY

w51 o) Lo

. Speakers: Margot Adler

Prepared for LUUA org by Ch calv. Beporder Margy Lavine Youna, Editor,
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The Many Faces
of Witchcraft

| MEANING

| 'WITCHCRAFT .

|
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| GeraldB Gardne P l
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Margot Adler

“’I946—2014)
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ALEX SANDERS
BOOK OF LAW

with commentary
by Daniel MacDonald

Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers,
and Other Pagans in America Today

REVISED. AN[D -EXP AN DED:IE DT TIOIMN
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ovenant of the Goddess

-

A WITCHES BIBLE
COMPLEAT

JANET AND STEWART FARRAR

1 91‘6 200

‘Stewart Farrar\g' Ja‘net Farra
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OF
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by Gavin Frost and Yvonne Frost

Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

26



The Modern Craft
Movement

Witchceraft Today

BOOK
ONE

IJ ..u-I III Fi‘ L Il‘ III IF ) _Il..

Chas S. Clifton

Modern Rites
of Passage

Witchcraft Today

BOOK
TWO

Edited by
Chas S. Clifton
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Witchcraft Today
BOOK
THREE

Edited by
Chas S. Clifton
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|

fBez‘weeh oy

T wo Worlds

T

28



4/21/2025

,i
SeottyCunningham
1956-1993

DREAMING
THE DARK

e “/

e "f' o

< Magic, Sex and [olitics
\ - )
Starhawk (Mitiam Simos)i,

N STARHAWK
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Starhawk (

Mitiam Simos)

-

2 THE SPIRAL DANCE

I
1 A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess

)

P

Doreen Valiente’ *

(1922-1999)
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BUCKLAND'S

COMPLETE
BOOK OF

WITCHCRAFT

®

Raymond
Buckland

Doreen Valiente’ -

(1922-1999)

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)
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Witchcraft Is a
Religion

or we do not wrestle

LS (& gainst flesh and blood,
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Witchcraft Is a

Worldview

Naturalism

There is no transcendent realty.

Supernaturalism

There is a transcendent realty.

Atheism Pantheism Theism
Humanism New Age Christianity
Nothing is God. Everything is God. Only God is God.
Monistic Dualistic
Reality is made of one kind of thing. Reality is made of two kinds of things: God and His creation.
matter l spirit Note that this distinction is not merely material vs. immaterial.
Evolution Creation

The basic elements of the universe are eternal.

The basic elements of the universe are not eternal

Darwinism Reincarnation but are created by God.
o oo Mechanistic oo Rationality and Free Will
g (I [Pk a]_':;?::;ﬁpe Y @ cause and etiec God has rationality and free will and has created humans with

science l occultism

rationality and free will.

Experience
Everything in principle can be discovered by experience.
scientism l mysticism

Experience and Revelation
Some things can be known about God through His creation while
other things can be known only by revelation from God.

4/21/2025
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Witchcraft
Is Occult

Spirifual “Law”




B‘s'i}:lawarvavle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2

B‘v"‘?'jvwafd,Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2!

4/21/2025

Spiritual "Law" is the
notion that the spiritual
or non-physical realm
operates according to
laws or regularities like
the physical realm does.

ard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745

Much of occult practice
is mastering these
"laws"” in order to
manipulate the spiritual
realm to get physical
results.

ward-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745
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By}-j’award ‘Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2i
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This is often referred to
as "magic."”

ward-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745

Whereas the cause and
effect (action and
reaction) aspect of the
physical world is the
philosophical
foundation of
all modern science ...

@Ward—pyle—king—arthurfand—his—kmghts/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745
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... applying the same
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the
essential element of
occult philosophy.

. §iu
34 By Howard:Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2 D8/ rd-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the
behavior of the physical realm to
enable us to control physical things
and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the
behavior of the non-physical realm to
enable us to control non-physical
things and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world

4/21/2025
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Natural Science \/

Mastering the laws that describe the
behavior of the physical realm to
enable us to control physical things
and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world
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Occultism
Mastering (22 "laws" that ¢<scribe the
behavior of the ' nan-r'iysical realm to
enable us to et non-physical
things and«"_rces for thepurpose of
mar pulating the physical vonrld
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The Laws of Magic

Over the centuries a collection of basic magical and mysti-
cal axioms has surfaced in culture after culture throughout
the world, even in cultures that were totally isolated. These
we can, and will, call the Laews of Magic. Like the law of
gravity or the law of diminishing returns, these magical laws

| are not legislative acts (as some theologians have tried to make
Ml them) but rather they are descriptions of the ways that
|
\

|
‘ The Laws of Magic ; CHAPTER ONE
1

phenomena in a field—in this case magic—seem to interact and
behave. They are the results of observation, testing, and the-
orizing until a coherent whole is produced.

For example, suppose a physiologist is watching Arnold

Aol St ; Palmer play golf. Now the scientist may understand every-
qualitative diagram showing thing that's going on inside Palmer’s body when he swings
their primary interrelationships his club; that is, he will know what neurons are discharging,

| ‘ what hormones are being released into Palmer’s bloodstream,

%

A WITCHES BIBLE
COMPLEAT

JANET AND STEWART FARRAR

4. (19:16-200
o 7
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The Theory of Levels maintains that reality exists and operates on
many planes (physical, etheric, astral, mental, spiritual, to give a
simplified but generally accepted list?); that each of these levels has its
own laws; and that these sets of laws, while special to their own levels,
are compatible with each other, their mutual resonance governing the
interaction between the levels.

The discovery of those connections is the aim of the scientist (on the
physical plane) and of the witch (on all the planes). The use of those
discoveries is ‘magic’. Magic does not break the laws of Nature; when it
appears to do so, that is because it is obeying laws that the observer has
not yet understood

4/21/2025
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Mechanical
VS,
Personal
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The+'Force"

There is-a hid@i erce or energy
which one camitaplinto-to use-for
healilngkegharm. - -
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Exactly what this fegce is, accordmg
to‘the occultl and what:is:the
best way to}ta h[;@ t(;)‘lt are ' what
make theje ces between

‘_ﬂerce serves as

—

the basis @if’ el occultlsm
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Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

0 YOU CANDEVELOP YOUR MAGIC WITCHCRAFT POWER YOU CAN DEVELOP YOUR MAGIC WITCHCRAFT POWER 3
would turn down the change to wield more powe The religious shop so that she could give Matt her telephone number wi
man would use it to (unhgr his (cughmgx and to gain more con- urgent demand, “I must talk with you (-r:,“ me ]::“ ‘S-r:;“,h the
verts; the businessman might use it to gain more money; the of course, intrigued by the m\\wn[,“g}m-cc (},Lu h,:;’l . "t e
garbageman’s aims might be lower: getting a new car or TV set. to interrupt her sightseeing. Matt ulk‘cd to hcr‘ah A‘l letmd hf‘r
‘All would take the chance and use it — yet power is available to and proved to her that she too had them. At on > of llkv pl‘j\ms
you today. You need not wait for some fairy godmother to come strations, he was able to tickle hc; bare fc.c; Ih‘r'»: “‘;1 [ ]LY'EIL ]
along with her wand. You have power within you. as a result of this exploration of the power, a ;115:1113 f‘“ .L!Ahnd
o dic fines power as “the ability to do; the capacity grew up between the two young people. By .u.:m;; :Im:m:;:]m:uiz

| e : You have
powers within you. The mysterious life force that Hindus call

prana” can gain power over others for you today; through that
power over others, you can gain the more material ends that you
may have sought in vain.

old car, no luck atall'wi oIS, and was aoou il
through inability to communicate with his fellow workers. A few
short weeks later Matt was driving a new foreign sports car, the
gift of a young starlet whom he had influenced, and, quite the
opposite of being worried about being fired, was thinking of giv-
ing up his job to get into the more highly paid writing end of a
TV advertising company. What had made these sudden dramatic
changes in his life? It was simply that we had shown him how to
use his powers and convinced him that he had the power within
himself to influence other people.
After his first lesson, Matt had gone to Hollywood Boulevard
for a cup of coffee; he had seen a young and glamorous starlet
and her elderly escort walking along looking at the plaques in
the sidewalk. He had decided to try one of the simplest tech-
niques: getting her to look at him. He concentrated; almost
immediately she turned and caught his eye. Moments later she Figure 2-1
had made an excuse to her escort, and had come into the coffee Setting Up for Fingers-Across-Palm Experiment

45



6 HOW TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE WITH THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT

in dreaded sweatshops because these masters knew they must
not allow their workers to realize that they need not labor their
life away. The powers associated with Witchcraft were kept a
deep dark secret because anyone gaining the powers would be
able to live serenely, no longer enduring oppression and enslave-
ment. Today, however, the suppression of knowledge is not so
easy; tens of thousands of people have become initiated Witches.
As they learn and practice, so can you. Witchcraft was hushed

HOW TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE WITH THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 7

Because we Witches are not Christians, we do not have any
real belief in the efficacy of the Christian form of prayer. It fur-
thers me nothing, however, to mock the Christian mass or to say
it backward, forward or sideways — any more than it would to re-
ject religious acts of Muslim, Hinduism, Buddhism or Shinto. It
is better by far to call on the old God Force and to form our own
pure thoughtforms, avoiding any possible evil associated with a
call to Satan or to some other devilish being.

4/21/2025

A Witch does not believe in wasting anything. The powers
described in this book were made accessible to mankind for our
use. People often protest that using these powers is evil, but
evil is like beauty: it is in the mind of the doer, not in the power
itself. The powers were placed here by the God for us to use.

had just a piece of the truth and what awesome powers are avail-
able to the initiated Witch who has full knowledge of his or her
powers. As you will see in reading this book, Witches can perceive
the truth in its entirety. They realize the existence of the other
nine-tenths of the iceberg. They have it all.

SATANISM

Witches are not Satanists, for Satan appears only in the Judeo-
Christian Bible. But because thoughts are real things, each time
you, dear reader, think of Satan, you add to the thoughtform

in the vastness of cosmic space, the thoughtform labeled

This allows people who are practicing Satanists to

gy from your very thoughts. Satanism is indeed real —

but it is not Witchcraft. The Craft was in existence long eons
before the name of Satan was inscribed in the Christian writings.

use. People often protest that using these powers 1S evil,

evil is like beauty: it is in the mind of the doer, not in the power
itself. The powers were placed here by the God for us to use.
When the Rural Electrification Authority put power into the
farmhouses and cottages of rural America, many said that this
new force was evil. But how can a rational mind regard elec-
tricity as an evil force? When electricity is used to kill someone,
it can indeed be regarded as evil. But when it is used to light the
lamp of our understanding, obviously it is a good and beneficial
power. Just as the humble plowman seeing the giant turbines and
the power lines for the first time had no concept of the benefits
available to him, so very few people have any idea of the vast
cosmic forces which they can tap. But the forces are there: they
should be used, though they should be used in constructive ways

*+God" in this work means both god and goddess, the two halves of the life principle

Modern Rite

Witchcraft Today

BOOK
TWO

Edited by
Chas S. Clifton
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1. We practice rites to attune ourselves with the
natural rhythm of life forces marked by the full of the
Moon and seasonal quarters and cross-quarters.

3. We acknowledge |a depth of power far greater
than that apparent to the average person. Because it is
far greater than ordinary, it is sometimes called “super-

natural,” but we see it as lying within that which is nat-
urally potential to all.

4. We conceive of the Creative Power in the Uni-
verse as manifesting through polarity—as masculine
and feminine—and that this same Creative Power lives
in all people, and functions through the masculine and
feminine. We value neither above the other.

o
2

. WHAT WITCHES DO

i
LX<

Stewart Farrar
1916-2000
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another manner’, In other v e Microcosm (the little world, man) starter in the car, triggering off power greater than its own. And herein
is a miniature of the

subject to the same lsws Witchcraftis the ¢

of the best-known of all occult symbols, the he Few thinking pes uld deny that the nan psyche has vast
! dormant, and little unc Such
riddles as telepathy and nition do not merely absorb the attention
of fringe intellectuals conscious universities investigate them,

and hard-headed men in the F and the Kremlin

The witch coven at work is the singer in the belfry; it is the self-
starter in the car, triggering off power greater than its own. And herein
lies the key to the whole of Wiccan theory and practice.

Witchcraft is the raising and manipulation of psychic power.

Few thinking people would deny that the human psyche has vast
areas that are at present untapped, dormant, and little understood.

through co asly by g n tune’ by ritual, by trance, or by
any other s Paths that are syr
rayed star on his athame (Fig. an make the Micre
Macoocoat, 1 lies in the individual, in a collective unconscious, or in a non-material
note, can make a great bell hum in sympathy
. I o plane that includes more than human forces and entities, remains a

The witeh caven sl €uger: @ e SEl subject of debate. While the debate goes on, the witches' coven, as it
has done from time immemorial, continues to work with them by meth
ods that have been proved in pra

any techniq

only one «

from ancient times,’

BUCKLAND'S

COMPLETE
BOOK OF

WITCHCRAFT

Raymond Raymond Buckland
Buckland (1934-2017)
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J. We acknowledge a depth of power far greater
than that apparent to the average person. Because
it is far greater than ordinary it is sometimes
called “supernatural”, but we see it as lying within

Scott Cunningha

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

SeottyCunningham
1956-1993

4/21/2025
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2 / The Truth About Witchcraft Today
This, too, is Witchcraft.

These examples sum up Witchcraft. It is a religion
known as Wicca. It isalsathe gof folk magic

Introduction / 3

Though times have changed, contemporary prac-

titioners of folk magic accept the same principles and
perform rituals similar to those of

f bygone eras.
upernatural powers.

Folk magicians don’t use supernatural powers. erld. They aren't
Satanic worshf  They’re not out to control the world. They aren’t
dangerous or evil. They simply sense and utilize natural
energies which have not yet been quantified, codified, ~[fEarth itself, not

d utilize natural
tified, codified,
5 of science.

Persons
: o g int within stones,
3:“5“ l{“‘“de and accepted into the hallowed halls of science. ot
e religion . . -
ple mf', o These energies spring from the Earth itself, not s rouse, release,

t s from demons or Satan. They’re present within stones,
colors, and herbs, as well as within our own bodies.  Egies is no more

hours of Through timeless rituals, folk magicians rouse, release, ’;‘ffﬁ:;’::hﬁ}’z

1’55;‘52"535 and direct these energies for the purpose of creating “dominate and

= positive, specific, needed change. connccionsvit
As is often the case, f cheraft e

far less tantalizing than the lies. It doesn't lend itselt as
readily to talk shows as Satanism and rarely creates
headline news.

But it is there.

Folk Magic
Folk magic is just that—the magic of the people.
Long ago, practicing simple magical rituals was as
normal as eating or sleeping, Magic was a part of daily
existence. To question its effectiveness, or indeed its
necessity, was tantamount to a 20th-century person
questioning whether the Earth is round.

All three viewpoints are, perhaps, correct to their
holders—but not to folk magicians. Once again, folk
magicians have bypassed traditional, orthodox religion
that states that power is in the hands of “God” and His
priests, saints, and earthly representatives. They have
gone further than the materialists in recognizing the
qualities of nature. And they—in common with many
others—simply don’t worry what atheists think.
Folk magicians are persons who, unsatisfied by
religious or physically based creeds, have investi-
gated the Earth and its treasures. They’ve gone within
themselves to sense the mystic powers of the human
body and to feel its connections with the Earth.

18 / The Truth About Witchcraft Today

you had a real spell

Many seem to think that simply by gathering to
gether a few objects (the stranger the better) and
chanting a few words, the powers of the universe will

proper peak of energy as well as to the prerequisite
state of mind, the magician simply released the power
and the spell was finished

Chants, candles, incense, and even the Moon con

spark and move and produce miracles. This is the tain specific energies which can be utilized in magic

broduct of a world that believes magic to be super higols aren’t necessary to the performance of

No demonic power flows to help the
spell-caster. Instead the magician, by correctly per-
forming a spell, builds up what I call “personal power.”

Atthe proper time thispowerlis released to go to work
in manifesting the spell.

to be coaxed into this belief.

After the glory days of magic this natural approach
to magic was gone, For spells to be effective magicians
had to lay aside their culturally ingrained disbelief
The very nature of spells changed. The magician donned
special clothing which symbolized the event about to
occur. Candles were lit and incense burned to pro-
duce the proper romantic atmosphere. The spell might
have been worked exactly at midnight in a desolate
area with the Full Moon shining far above. Strar
words were chanted to stir the power within the magi-
cian. Finally, after an hour or so of working up to the

show that no one type of spell will be equally effective
in every folk magician’s hands. Additionally, all spells.
published or not—can be effective

Spells are designed to release personal power
within the magician. It is this energy—along with
natural objects such as crystals, herbs, oils, incense
and the like—that powers the spell, that gets it mov-
ing. How does it work? We can't fully explain it yet
but the following theory seems valid

There is a power in the universe, Itis the power of life
This is the inexplicable force behind the wonders that
early humans encountered. The Earth, the solar sys-
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you had a real spell proper peak of energy as well as to the prerequisite
state of mind, the magician simply released the power
and the spell was finished

Chants, candles, incense, and even the

o es which can be utilized in magic

Many seem to think that simply by gathering to-
gether a few objects (the stranger the better) and
chanting a few words, the powers of the universe will
spark and move and produce miracles. This is the

There is a power in the universe. It is the power of life.
This is the inexplicable force behind the wonders that
early humans encountered. The Earth, the solar sys-
tem, the stars—all that is manifest—is a product of this
power. Humans have given the names of “God” and
“Goddess” to this energy source. It is that which is
worshipped in every religion in various forms.

occur. Candles were Tit and incense burned 10 pro- and the like—that powers the spell, that gets it mov

ing. How does it work? We can't fully explain it yet
s valid:

e. Itis the power of life

duce the proper romantic atmosphere. The spell might
have been worked exactly at midnight in a desolate
area with the Full Moon shining far above. Strange
words were chanted to stir the power within the magi-

¢ shind the wonders that
cian. Finally, after an hour or so of working up to the

early humans encountered. The Earth, the solar sys-

Human Divinity
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Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers,
and Other Pagans in America Today

REVISED. AN[D -EXP AN DED:IE DT THOIN

Margoet Adler

(9246-2014)

viii «  Preface to the Revised Edition

worldwide. Children in Iran are sent to die as martyrs in Iraq; Christians
in America throw textbooks in the flames; Sikhs war in the Punjab; and in
Israel Jewish fundamentalists continue to destroy the hopes of Israeli and
Arab peace activists. When Drawing Down the Moon was published, the
Iranian revolution was still new, Ronald Reagan had not entered the
White House, and “détente” was still a word in common usage

The fundamentalist impulse—coupled with the inevitable rise of

apocalyptic millennialism as we approach the 2000—is, along with

Preface to the Revised Edition =  ix

about modem Pagans is that they remain anti-authoritarian while
retaining rituals and ecstatic techniques that, in our culture, are used only
by dogmatic religions or are the province of small and forgotten tribal
groups

While Neo-Paganism and modern Wicca are very anarchistic religions
and it is probably wrong to say all Pagans believe this or that, there are

some basic beliefs that most people in this book share:

The world is holy. Nature is holy. The body is holy. Sexuality is holy. The
mind is holy. The imagination is holy. You are holy. A spiritual path that is not
stagnant ultimately leads one to the understanding of one’s own divine nature.
Thou art. Goddess. Thou art God. Divinity is imminent in all Nature. It is as

much within you as without.

o PIeT TRAT THETT SOUTS MTAT e
saved. They are not so different from their descendents in the 1980s who
wistfully yearn for salvation, even if it takes the form of nuclear war

Drawing Down the Moon espouses radical polytheism. It is grounded in
the view that reality is multiple and diverse. It stands against all of the
totalistic religious and political views that dominate our society. It says,
Strive to be comfortable in chaos and complexity. Be as a Shaman who
walks in many worlds. Try to feel strong and whole and at home in a
world of diversity.” The book’s basic assumption is that your own
spiritual path is not necessarily mine. In fact, Islamic and Christian
fundamentalism are seen here as appropriate individual spiritual paths as
long as each is seen as merely one flower in the garden. Polytheism
always includes monotheism. The reverse is not true.

The book focuses on modern Neo-Paganism and Witchcraft because
these religions turn out to be a surprising and amazing attempt by
Westerners in the heart of our industrial society to create non-authoritar-
ian and non-dogmatic religions. There are many anti-authoritarian
religious groups from liberal Christians to Unitarians. What's unusual

1 you go far enough back, all our ancestors practiced religions that had
neither creeds nor dogmas, neither prophets nor holy books. These
religions were based on the celebrations of the seasonal cycles of nature.
They were based on what people did, as opposed to what people
believed. It is these polytheistic religions of imminence that are being
revived and re-created by Neo-Pagans today. This book is the story of that
Pagan resurgence

This book is the only detailed history of the origins of Neo-Paganism in
the United States. In preparing this new edition, there was a constant
tension between keeping the book as a piece of history and the desire to
bring people up to date. Many people wrote to me requesting that there
be additions instead of changes. Moreover, there was no time for a truly
massive reconstruction of a book that took more than four years to write
In the end, I took a middle course—leaving most of the book intact,
adding several new sections, making small changes here and there, and
creating an extensive Resource Guide to Pagan groups, festivals, and

journals.
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In our quest for deity, the occult
attempts to deceive humans
into thinking that we can be like
God in His fundamental
attributes.

«-Counterfeiting God’'s Omniscience=

clairvoyance, fortune-telling, mind reading, ESP, Ouija
Board, Tarot Cards, crystal balls, dowsing rods, palm
reading, spiritism, necromancy, channeling, etc.
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<Counterfeiting God's Omnipresence«=

astral travel, out-of-the-body experience,
time travel, remote viewing

o-Counterfeiting God’'s Omnipotence«=

psychokinesis, mind power, mind control, spells,
incantations, visualization, creative imagination, guided
imagery 5
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Witchcraft

Is Humanistic

THE SPIRAL DANCE

-
A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess

Starhawk (Migiam Simes)

-
\
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Starhawk (Miriam Simos)i

"How can we achieve salvation,
then? We're not even trying to.
We don't understand what
there is to be saved from. The
idea of salvation presupposes
a Fall of some kind, a
fundamental flaw in Creation
as it exists today. Witches look
at the world [around] us and
see wonder, we see mystery."

[Donald H. Frew, "Pagans in Interfaith Dialogue: New Faiths,
New Challenges," accessed October 20, 2004; available from
http://www.cog.org/pwr/don.htm]

“We can open new
eyes and see that
there is nothing to
be saved from, no
struggle of life
against the
universe, no God
outside the world
to be feared and
obeyed."

[Starhawk, The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the
Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess (San

Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1979), 14,

emphasis in original]
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Witchcraft &
Shamanism

Witchcraft Today

BOOK
THREE

Edited by
Chas S. Clifton

"While mainstream religious
systems'promote’at length the
idea that ‘ordinary humans’ may.

havelcon; téb’t'“With‘Ti@igj*/’f ' ]
and.the higher Iengs onl,
throughthe efforts of a priestior
by someispecial dispensation’ by:
God, the majority of Earth
religions teach that virtually any
person may have direct personal
contact with deity(ies) at virtually
any.time.without.need.of:
intercession or help by a priest or
priestess; the.only.requirement is
that the person is undertaking to
be connecteditoithe Earth.”

[George Dew, "Wher:a l!kgthgggns and Modern
Cultural Beliefs Collide" in Chas S. Clifton, ed.
Witchcraft Today, Book Three: Witchcraftiand,
Shamanism (St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1994): 113-127
(114)]
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Witchcraft

Is a Practice

Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers,
and Other Pagans in America Today

REVISED. AN[D -EXP AN DED:IE DT TIOIMN

Margot Adler

“,946—2014)
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"If you go far enough back,
all our ancestors practiced
religions that had neither
creeds nor dogmas, neither
prophets nor holy books.
These religions were based

onjithelcelebrations

people did, as opposed to

what people believed. It is
these polytheistic religions
of imminence that are being

revived and re-created by

Margot Adler Neo-Pagans today."
“946-201 4) [Adler, Drawing Down the Moon, ix]

A look through Witchcraft material at the
local bookstore will reveal that much of
it deals with various rituals and
activities that can be perfected in order
to manipulate and utilize this cosmic or
psychic force to do one's bidding.
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One will find chapters on:

the various clothing to wear
(robes, jewelry, horned
helmet, when one is not

working naked or "skyclad”);

One will find chapters on:

the various tools to use
(candles, herbs, tarot cards,
talismans, fetishes

4/21/2025
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One will find chapters on: MAGICAL
CHANTS

the various rituals to perform
(spells, incantations,
chanting, music, dancing)

All of which enable the
practitioner to become open
to these forces (if they exist

outside) or to.conjure up
these forces (if the originate
from within).

4/21/2025
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One will learn how to:

» interpret dreams
> meditate

BUCKLAND'S

COMPLETE
BOOK OF

WITCHCRAFT

®

Raymond
Buckland
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"So, what is meditation? Quite
simply it is a listening ... listening to
the Higher Self or, if you prefer, the
Inner Self, the Creative Force, the
Higher Consciousness; even the
gods themselves. It can be all of
these. Properly used, meditation
opens the door to individual growth
and personal advancement. Of all
the techniques of advancement in
the psychic and spiritual fields,
meditation_is by far the most
effective. Coincidentally, it is also
the most simple. And it can be
practiced alone or in a group
setting."

[Raymond Buckland, Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft
(St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1990), 79.

One will learn how to:

> interpret dreams

> meditate

> have out of the body experiences
» speak with the dead

> heal

» read auras
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All of these activities are
designed to do two things: to
enhance the well-being of
one's self or those around
them and to actualize one's
own' divinity.

What

W 1tchcraft
lfg&t‘ 5
Y

HsNot,
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Witchcraft

Is Not Satanism

&> Comparisons &

Bt erre ceeull relliciens.

L/f\
<

Wltchcraft Satanism
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> Comparisons &
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> Conirasts <&
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(e Encyclopedia of
Modern Witchcralt
and Neo-laganism

"To the neo-Pa"gan practitioner,
nature is viewed as somewhere
on a scale from benign to
overtly positive, if ‘wt outright
friendly toward humanity. The
ideal in most neo-Pagan
practice is to become as one
with the natural world—to live
in harmony with nature....In
contrast, neo-Satanists view the
natural world as somewhere
between benign and openly
hostile to humans."

[Shelley Rabinovitch and James Lewis, The Encyclopedia
of Modern Witchcraft and Neo-Paganism (New: York:
Citadel Press, 2002), s.v. "Neo-Satanism Compared and
Contrasted with Neo-Paganism," 185-186, emphasis in
original]
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& Common Concerns

Environmental issues
Global issues
Social issues

A ATl
N,

Wltchcraft

c>» Opposed in What Ultimately Matters o

Christianity is monotheistic.

Christianity is exclusivistic.
Christianity recognizes God's authority.
Christianity recognizes everyone's

EAD need for salvation.
W 7
<

Wltchcraft

4/21/2025

70



4/21/2025

Respondmg to

Being informed

creates credibility.
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Being informed can
help in being

understood.

Being informed can

help injovercoming
obstacles to fruitful

dialog.
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“Now. may. the Lord of peace
Himself give you peace
alwaystinievenyaway: lihe

Lordibelvithiyoulalls
SES5168
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