
4/21/2025

1

A Christian 
Perspective 

on the Occult:
Moderate Occultism: Witchcraft

by Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

The Many Faces 
of the Occult 
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Extreme Occultism: 
Satanism
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http://richardghowe.com/http://richardghowe.com/

Moderate Occultism: 
Witchcraft
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Mainstream Occultism: 
The New Age 

Movement
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"Christian" Occultism: 
The Word of Faith 

Movement
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Preliminaries



4/21/2025

9

What kind of thoughts 
does the term 

'Witchcraft' bring 
about for you? 
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Deborah Ann Light and Don Frew of Covenant of the 
Goddess with Bishop Swing and Charles Gibbs of the 

United Religions Initiative visit together before the 
opening ceremony of the Parliament.  
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An Important 

Distinction 



4/21/2025

16



4/21/2025

17

The Many Names 

of Witchcraft
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•The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by 
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s. 
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder 
of the modern witchcraft movement.

•This aspect is sometimes referred to as 
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

Wicca

Gerald Gardner
(1884-1964)
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•The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by 
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s. 
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder 
of the modern witchcraft movement.

•This aspect is sometimes referred to as 
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

Wicca

Witchcraft 

•The term 'witchcraft' encompases both 
"Gardnerian" Witches (i.e., Wiccans) as well 
as witches who do not regard themselves as 
"Gardnerian" (e.g., Alexandrian)

Alex Sanders
(1926-1988)
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•The term Wica (one 'c') was introduced by 
Gerald Gardner in the late 1940s/early 1950s. 
Gardner is generally regarded as the founder 
of the modern witchcraft movement.

•This aspect is sometimes referred to as 
"Gardnerian Witchcraft."

Wicca

Witchcraft 

Neo-Paganism 

•The term 'witchcraft' encompases both 
"Gardnerian" Witches (i.e., Wiccans) as well 
as witches who do not regard themselves as 
"Gardnerian" (e.g., Alexandrian)

•The term 'neo-pagan' not only includes 
Wiccans and Witches, "but also includes the 
groups (and individuals) that try to 'reconstruct' 
ancient, pre- and non-Christian religious 
systems—such as the Norse, Celtic, Greek, 
Roman, and Egyptian religions—as well as the 
followers of various obscure, forgotten, and 
neglected occult teachings from around the 
world." [Alexander, Mainstream, p. 23]

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

"In the past most writers 
broke down the Craft 

traditions into 
'Hereditary, ' 'Traditional,' 

'Gardnerian,' 
'Alexandrian,' 'Dianic,' 

and sometimes 
'Continental.' All these 
terms now have vague 
boundaries and mean 

less as the years go by." 
[Margot Adler, Drawing Down the Moon, p. 113-114] 
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The Many Faces 

of Witchcraft

Gerald Gardner
(1884-1964)

Gerald Gardner
(1884-1964)
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Alex Sanders
(1926-1988)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Donald H. Frew

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar



4/21/2025

26

Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Chas S. Clifton

Chas S. Clifton
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Chas S. Clifton

Chas S. Clifton
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Scott Cunningham
1956-1993

Starhawk (Miriam Simos)
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Starhawk (Miriam Simos)

Doreen Valiente
(1922-1999)
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Doreen Valiente
(1922-1999)

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)
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Selena Fox

What 

Witchcraft Is
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Witchcraft Is a 

Religion

"For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, 
against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the 
heavenly places." 

(Eph. 6:12)   
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Witchcraft Is a 

Worldview

Naturalism
There is no transcendent realty.

Atheism             Pantheism

Humanism             New Age
Nothing is God.                          Everything is God.

Monistic
Reality is made of one kind of thing.

matter                   spirit

Evolution
The basic elements of the universe are eternal.

Darwinism                 Reincarnation

Mechanistic
All things, in principle, are connected by a cause and effect 

relationship.
science            occultism

Experience
Everything in principle can be discovered by experience.

scientism           mysticism

Supernaturalism
There is a transcendent realty.

Theism

Christianity
Only God is God.

Dualistic
Reality is made of two kinds of things: God and His creation. 
Note that this distinction is not merely material vs. immaterial.

Creation
The basic elements of the universe are not eternal 

but are created by God.

Rationality and Free Will
God has rationality and free will and has created humans with 

rationality and free will.

Experience and Revelation
Some things can be known about God through His creation while 

other things can be known only by revelation from God.



4/21/2025

35

Witchcraft 

Is Occult

Spiritual "Law" 
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This is often referred to 
as "magic."

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  



Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Mechanical 
vs. 

Personal 
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The "Force"

There is a hidden force or energy 
which one can tap into to use for 

healing or harm. 
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Exactly what this force is, according 
to the occultists, and what is the 
best way to tap into it, are what 
make the differences between 

different occult groups. 

This notion of the force serves as 
the basis of all occultism.
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Chas S. Clifton
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Chas S. Clifton

Stewart Farrar
1916-2000
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Stewart Farrar
1916-2000

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)
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Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

Scott Cunningham
1956-1993
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Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)

Scott Cunningham
1956-1993
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Scott Cunningham
1956-1993

Human Divinity 
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The goal of occultism is to 
realize one's own divinity or 

godhood. 

One's "godhood" is 
actualized by the application 
of various occult techniques 
in the attempt to manipulate 

occult powers.
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
1946-2014
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In our quest for deity, the occult 
attempts to deceive humans 

into thinking that we can be like 
God in His fundamental 

attributes.  

Counterfeiting God's Omniscience
clairvoyance, fortune-telling, mind reading, ESP, Ouija 
Board, Tarot Cards, crystal balls, dowsing rods, palm 

reading, spiritism, necromancy, channeling, etc.  
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Counterfeiting God's Omnipresence
astral travel, out-of-the-body experience, 

time travel, remote viewing

Counterfeiting God's Omnipotence
psychokinesis, mind power, mind control, spells, 

incantations, visualization, creative imagination, guided 
imagery 
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Witchcraft 

Is Humanistic

Starhawk (Miriam Simos)



4/21/2025

57

Starhawk (Miriam Simos)

"We can open new 
eyes and see that 
there is nothing to 
be saved from, no 

struggle of life 
against the 

universe, no God 
outside the world 
to be feared and 

obeyed."
[Starhawk, The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the 
Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess (San 
Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers, 1979), 14, 
emphasis in original]

Donald H. Frew

"How can we achieve salvation, 
then? We're not even trying to. 

We don't understand what 
there is to be saved from. The 
idea of salvation presupposes 

a Fall of some kind, a 
fundamental flaw in Creation 

as it exists today. Witches look 
at the world [around] us and 

see wonder, we see mystery."
[Donald H. Frew, "Pagans in Interfaith Dialogue: New Faiths, 
New Challenges," accessed October 20, 2004; available from 
http://www.cog.org/pwr/don.htm] 
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Chas S. Clifton

Chas S. Clifton

"While mainstream religious 
systems promote at length the 

idea that 'ordinary humans' may 
have contact with deity-beings 

and the 'higher levels' only 
through the efforts of a priest or 

by some 'special dispensation' by 
God, the majority of Earth 

religions teach that virtually any 
person may have direct personal 
contact with deity(ies) at virtually 

any time without need of 
intercession or help by a priest or 
priestess; the only requirement is 
that the person is undertaking to 

be connected to the Earth."

[George Dew, "Where New Pagans and Modern 
Cultural Beliefs Collide" in Chas S. Clifton, ed. 
Witchcraft Today, Book Three: Witchcraft and 
Shamanism (St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1994): 113-127 
(114)] 

George Dew
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Witchcraft 

Is a Practice

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

"If you go far enough back, 
all our ancestors practiced 
religions that had neither 

creeds nor dogmas, neither 
prophets nor holy books. 

These religions were based 
on the celebrations of the 
seasonal cycles of nature. 
They were based on what 
people did, as opposed to 
what people believed. It is 

these polytheistic religions 
of imminence that are being 

revived and re-created by 
Neo-Pagans today."

[Adler, Drawing Down the Moon, ix] 

A look through Witchcraft material at the 
local bookstore will reveal that much of 

it deals with various rituals and 
activities that can be perfected in order 
to manipulate and utilize this cosmic or 

psychic force to do one's bidding.  
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One will find chapters on: 
the various clothing to wear 

(robes, jewelry, horned 
helmet, when one is not 

working naked or "skyclad");  

One will find chapters on: 
the various tools to use 

(candles, herbs, tarot cards, 
talismans, fetishes)
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One will find chapters on: 
the various rituals to perform 

(spells, incantations, 
chanting, music, dancing)

All of which enable the 
practitioner to become open 
to these forces (if they exist 

outside) or to conjure up 
these forces (if the originate 

from within).  
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One will learn how to:
 interpret dreams
meditate

Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)
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Raymond Buckland
(1934-2017)

"So, what is meditation? Quite 
simply it is a listening ... listening to 
the Higher Self or, if you prefer, the 
Inner Self, the Creative Force, the 
Higher Consciousness; even the 
gods themselves. It can be all of 
these. Properly used, meditation 

opens the door to individual growth 
and personal advancement. Of all 
the techniques of advancement in 

the psychic and spiritual fields, 
meditation is by far the most 

effective. Coincidentally, it is also 
the most simple. And it can be 
practiced alone or in a group 

setting."

[Raymond Buckland, Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft 
(St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1990), 79.

One will learn how to:
 interpret dreams
meditate
have out of the body experiences
 speak with the dead
heal
 read auras 
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All of these activities are 
designed to do two things: to 

enhance the well-being of 
one's self or those around 
them and to actualize one's 

own divinity. 

What 

Witchcraft 

Is Not
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Witchcraft 

Is Not Satanism

Witchcraft Satanism

 Comparisons 
Both are occult religions. 
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Witchcraft Satanism

 Comparisons 
Both stand in stark contrast to Christianity in their 

repudiation of the role of Jesus in effecting the 
salvation of mankind in as much as both 

deny that mankind is in any 
need of salvation.

Witchcraft Satanism

 Contrasts 
What criminal activity that can be associated 

with occultism is usually associated with 
some form of self-styled Satanism. 
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Witchcraft Satanism

 Contrasts 
Satanism is more often associated with an 

attitude of self-aggrandizement rather 
than a sense of community that 
characterizes most Witchcraft. 

Witchcraft Satanism

 Contrasts 
They differ somewhat in their respective 

views of nature and humanity. 
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"To the neo-Pagan practitioner, 
nature is viewed as somewhere 

on a scale from benign to 
overtly positive, if not outright 
friendly toward humanity. The 

ideal in most neo-Pagan 
practice is to become as one 
with the natural world—to live 
in harmony with nature….In 

contrast, neo-Satanists view the 
natural world as somewhere 
between benign and openly 

hostile to humans."

[Shelley Rabinovitch and James Lewis, The Encyclopedia 
of Modern Witchcraft and Neo-Paganism (New York: 
Citadel Press, 2002), s.v. "Neo-Satanism Compared and 
Contrasted with Neo-Paganism," 185-186, emphasis in 
original] 
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Witchcraft Christianity

 Common Concerns 
Environmental issues

Global issues

Social issues

Witchcraft Christianity

 Opposed in What Ultimately Matters
Christianity is monotheistic. 

Christianity is exclusivistic. 

Christianity recognizes God's authority.

Christianity recognizes everyone's 
need for salvation. 
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Responding to 

Witchcraft

Being informed 

creates credibility.
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Being informed can 

help in being 

understood.

Being informed can 

help in overcoming 

obstacles to fruitful 

dialog. 
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"Now may the Lord of peace 
Himself give you peace 

always in every way. The 
Lord be with you all."

2 Thessalonians 3:16


