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A Christian 
Perspective on 

the Occult
Mainstream Occultism: 

The New Age Movement, Pt. 1

by Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

The Many Faces 
of the Occult 
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Extreme Occultism: 
Satanism
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Moderate Occultism: 
Witchcraft



4

Mainstream Occultism: 
The New Age 

Movement



5



6

"Christian" Occultism: 
The Word of Faith 

Movement
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Scriptural 
Background
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 1 Thess. 5:21-22 
"Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

Abstain from every form of evil."

For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being

understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead …

Rom. 1:20a  
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"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

For I know this, that after my 
departure savage wolves will come 

in among you, not sparing the 
flock. {30} Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, 

speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after 

themselves.  Act 20:29-30
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Evil can hitchhike 
on the good.

Evil can hitchhike 
on the good.

 Acts 16:16-18 

Now it happened, as we went to 
prayer, that a certain slave girl 

possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, who brought her masters 

much profit by fortune-telling. This 
girl followed Paul and us, and cried 

out, saying, "These men are the 
servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to us the way of salvation." 
And this she did for many days. But 
Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and 

said to the spirit, "I command you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come 

out of her." And he came out 
that very hour. 
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The New Age 
Movement is 
controversial.

The New Age 
Movement is subtle. 
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How is the phrase 
'New Age Movement' 

used? 

General Sense 
of the Phrase 

'New Age Movement'
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Technical Sense 
of the Phrase 

'New Age Movement'
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 A New World Order 
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 A New World Religion 
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 A Coming World Teacher 
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Marilyn Ferguson
(1938-2008)
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Marilyn Ferguson
(1938-2008)

"Something remarkable is 
underway.  It is moving with 
almost dizzying speed, but it 

has no name and eludes 
description. As Mind/Brain 

Bulletin reports on new 
organizations - groups 

focusing on new approaches 
to health, humanistic 

education, new politics, and 
management - we have been 
struck with the indefinable 

quality of the Zeitgeist. 

Marilyn Ferguson
(1938-2008)

"The spirit of our age is 
fraught with paradox.  It is at 
the same time pragmatic and 

transcendental.  It values 
both enlightenment and 
mystery . . . power and 

humility . . . interdependence 
and individuality.  It is 

simultaneously political and 
apolitical.  Its movers and 

shakers include individuals 
who are impeccably 

Establishment allied with 
one-time sign-carrying 

radicals.
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Marilyn Ferguson
(1938-2008)

"Within recent history 'it' has 
infected medicine, 

education, social sciences, 
hard sciences, even 
government with its 
implications.  It is 

characterized by fluid 
organizations reluctant to 

create hierarchical 
structures, averse to dogma.  
It operates on the principle 

that change can only be 
facilitated, not decreed.

Marilyn Ferguson
(1938-2008)

"It is short on manifestos.  It 
seems to speak to 

something very old. And 
perhaps, by integrating 

magic and science, art and 
technology, it will succeed 
where all the king's horses 
and all the king's men have 

failed."
["Mind/Brain Bulletin" editorial, January, 1976, as quoted 
in Marilyn Ferguson, The Aquarian Conspiracy (Los 
Angeles: J. P. Tarcher), 18]
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Eric Pement

"The concept of personal 
transformation is key to what 
the New Age Movement is all 
about.  The idea is that man 

has within himself the 
powers or the abilities or the 

qualities which will enable 
him to achieve all that he 

ever desires and all that he 
ever needs. 

Eric Pement

"Basically, people in the New 
Age philosophy think that 

man is a divine being who is 
hampered and harnessed by 
misinterpretations and poor 

concepts.  
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Eric Pement

"They believe that man's 
problems can be solved by 

freeing his thinking, by 
freeing the processes of 

thought within himself, and 
by tapping into a divine 

potential which exists within 
all of us. 

Eric Pement

"Sometimes it's called life 
force, sometimes it's literally 
called The Force as it was in 

Star Wars, sometimes it's 
called ch'i, the Chinese term 

(ki, the Japanese term).  
Sometimes it's believed to be 

prana, a Hindu term for a 
divine essence that 
permeates all of us. 
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Eric Pement

"So whatever the term used, 
there is a divine force which 
we can all tap to solve all our 

problems or to basically 
realign misaligned energies 

within our bodies. 

Eric Pement

"One of the preeminent 
premises of New Age 

philosophy, of people who 
are looking for a New Age, is 
that we all need to transform 
our minds and transform our 

thinking.  
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Eric Pement

"Our consciousnesses need 
to be changed, our purposes 

and values need to be 
altered.  Nobody knows the 

final truth.  Nobody knows all 
the answers.  Nobody has it 
all down pat.  So New Age 

philosophy depends on this 
constant synthesis . . ." 

[Cult Expert Eric Pement of Cornerstone Magazine, from the film The 
New Age  Pathway to Paradise? a Christian Communications of 
Chicagoland, Inc. production]

The New Age Movement is a 
revival and embracing of 

occult philosophy or occult 
worldview in our society. 
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Mark B. Woodhouse

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Mark B. Woodhouse

"The New Age stands in pointed, if 
precarious, contrast to many 

guiding assumptions of Western 
culture by virtue of its affirmation of 

wholeness, balance, integration, 
and mutually empowering 

cooperation, in preference to 
fragmentation, hierarchy, 

competition, and fear.
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Mark B. Woodhouse

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimentional
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Mark B. Woodhouse

"Above all, the New Age holds out 
limitless possibilities of joy, health, 

appropriate abundance, and 
wisdom for those who accept 
responsibility for consciously 

creating reality and to grow and to 
[word unclear] of unconditional love 

for others, for themselves, the 
planet, and for the divine source in 
which we live and move and have 

our being."
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Unmasked!

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Unmasked!

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Fanciful interpretations 
of quantum physics
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Unmasked!

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Witchcraft / occult 
philosophy

Unmasked!

A networking of 
thousands of New Age 

special 
interest groups 

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 
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Unmasked!

Except political 
conservatives and 

evangelical Christians 

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Unmasked!

War, crime, ecological 
collapse, and disease 

some New Agers 
attribute to the 

Christian Church and 
to Christianity in 

general  

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 
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Unmasked!

Our quest to become 
gods 

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 

Unmasked!

The myth of man-made 
global warming / 
climate change 

"The New Age is both a world view 
that weaves together leading edge 

science and perennial spiritual 
wisdom, and an expanding grass 

roots movement that draws to itself 
individuals from every profession, 
political and religious background, 

and walk of life.  Like emerging 
cultures and paradigm shifts from 
the past, this historic turning point 

is born of the interlocking failures of 
traditional institutions and beliefs to 

accommodate both our deepest 
aspirations for evolutionary growth 

and the radically shifting 
circumstances of our environment. 
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Unmasked!

"The New Age stands in pointed, if 
precarious, contrast to many 

guiding assumptions of Western 
culture by virtue of its affirmation of 

wholeness, balance, integration, 
and mutually empowering 

cooperation, in preference to 
fragmentation, hierarchy, 

competition, and fear. 

The Classical Realist 
tradition together with 

the Christian world 
view, including 

objective truth and 
objective morality 

Unmasked!

Pantheism, relativism, 
syncretism, and 
egalitarianism 

"The New Age stands in pointed, if 
precarious, contrast to many 

guiding assumptions of Western 
culture by virtue of its affirmation of 

wholeness, balance, integration, 
and mutually empowering 

cooperation, in preference to 
fragmentation, hierarchy, 

competition, and fear. 
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Unmasked!

Objective truth claims and 
the exclusivity of 

salvation in Christ

The creation order of 
authority from The Father, 
through the Son, through 
the husband and wife as 
parents, and of human 

beings over nature

Personal responsibility 

"The New Age stands in pointed, if 
precarious, contrast to many 

guiding assumptions of Western 
culture by virtue of its affirmation of 

wholeness, balance, integration, 
and mutually empowering 

cooperation, in preference to 
fragmentation, hierarchy, 

competition, and fear. 

Unmasked!

Accountability before 
God and the prospect 
of the coming eternal 

judgment 

"The New Age stands in pointed, if 
precarious, contrast to many 

guiding assumptions of Western 
culture by virtue of its affirmation of 

wholeness, balance, integration, 
and mutually empowering 

cooperation, in preference to 
fragmentation, hierarchy, 

competition, and fear. 
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Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Human divinity

Unmasked!

Socialist politics with a 
one world government

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 
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Unmasked!

Radical feminism / 
transgenderism

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Unmasked!

Animal rights even at 
the expense of human 

flourishing 

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 
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Unmasked!

Increasingly totalitarian 
government regulations 

and control of the private 
sector under the guise of 

curtailing the (pseudo) 
threat of man-made global 

warming and climate 
change 

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Unmasked!

Single-payer 
government controlled 

socialized medicine 
with rationed care and 

death panels 

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 
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Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Spiritism, necromancy, 
demonic encounters

Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Parapsychology, ETs, 
"scientific" mysticism
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Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

The coming one world 
economy, the Mark of 

the Beast

Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

Altered states of 
consciousness, hypno-

regression, past-life 
therapy
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Unmasked!

"This emerging mind set, through 
whatever labels it may attract, both 
contributes to and is nourished by 

an expanded vision of human 
potential, the quest for world peace, 
gender equality, animal liberation, 
ecological sanity, the development 
of alternative health care systems, 

accelerated inter-dimensional 
penetration, new scientific 

discoveries, the coming inversion of 
corporate and economic realties, 
and the genre of visionary art and 

music that awakens ancient 
memories and inspires the 

journey home. 

The actualization of our 
own godhood, the 

Omega Point

Unmasked!

"Above all, the New Age holds out 
limitless possibilities of joy, health, 

appropriate abundance, and 
wisdom for those who accept 
responsibility for consciously 

creating reality and to grow and to 
[word unclear] of unconditional love 

for others, for themselves, the 
planet, and for the divine source in 
which we live and move and have 

our being." 

The artificial and unjust 
(re)distribution of 

wealth and resources 
both among individuals 

and nations
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Unmasked!

"Above all, the New Age holds out 
limitless possibilities of joy, health, 

appropriate abundance, and 
wisdom for those who accept 
responsibility for consciously 

creating reality and to grow and to 
[word unclear] of unconditional love 

for others, for themselves, the 
planet, and for the divine source in 
which we live and move and have 

our being." 

Mind power and the 
deception that we are 

our own gods

Unmasked!

"Above all, the New Age holds out 
limitless possibilities of joy, health, 

appropriate abundance, and 
wisdom for those who accept 
responsibility for consciously 

creating reality and to grow and to 
[word unclear] of unconditional love 

for others, for themselves, the 
planet, and for the divine source in 
which we live and move and have 

our being." 

Humankind as gods


