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Tbe.Floweringoj
Human:Consciousness

EVOCATION-

_Earth, II4;niilJ.ion'years _a:go,on~"mor,ningjust after sunrise:

The'-first ,,'flower ever~.to ,appear on ~.theplanet opens, up to

receive, therays,.ofthesun.Pridt- to ,this' nio~entous "event

, that' heralds:-an.;'evolutionary transformation' in, the'~ life :of

,pl~nts;;the' planet h.adalre~dy'been covered"in' ;vegetation for

millions::of years.', The firstJlower/pro~ablydid not" survive

for long, and flowers must have remained rare and.isolated

phenornen~,'since: cdnditiQnswe~e,mosf-likeIY'notyet.:fa-

'vorable' fora widespread flowering to' 'occ~r. One. day,how­

ever?'. a:',:critic'altmeshold was,reached;, .and \stiddenlyf there
, ' .

would\have: beenanexplosi~n 'of. color and scent-all" over

theplanet-;-,'ifaperceiviJ;Ig. co:nsciousness hadbeen,there·,t~

witness it.
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A NEW EARTH

Much later, those delicate aJid ,fragrant. beings we .call

flowers' would come to 'play an essential part in the evolu­

tio~ of consciousness ~fanother species. Humans· would

increasingly be drawn' to .and fascinated by them. As the

consciousness of human beings develope~~ flowers were

most likely the first thing they. came· to value that had" no

utilitarian purpose:.. for them, that is to.; sa.y,..:w~s no~ linked in

~ome way to survival. They provided inspiration to count~

\ les,s artists, poets, and mystics.·Jesus tells us to .contemplate'

the flo~ers and learn from them how to' live. The Buddha

is said to have given a "silent. sermon" once .during which

he held up a flower and gazed at it. Mter a whil~, one of

thos~ present, a monk called' Mahakasyapa, bega.n to ..smile,! .

He is said to have been the .only one who had'understoo<:!

the .sermon.· According. to legend,.:that smile (that is.to·:say;

realization). was· handed down· by twenty~eight.;succe~sive

masters and much later becam~ the origin .~fZen..

Seeing beauty. in a flower could awakenhumarts,.. how­

ever briefly; to the beauty that is anessen~alpartof·.'their .

own innermost being, their true nature. The first .~ecogni-, >

tion of beauty wa~ one o~ the most significa~tevents in the

evolution of human' consciousness~.The feelings' of joy.and

lov~ are intri~sically connected to thatrec:ogriition~'With-'

outour~fully realizing it, flowers would beco~e"forus .an

expression in.form of.that which· is most high, .most sacred,..

and· ultimately f()~mless within .ourselves. ··Flowers,·more .

fle'eting; more ethereal, and more delicate. than the plants
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out of which they emerged, would, become like messengers

. fromandtherreahn,Jike.ahridge between the 'world of

physical.:forms~:and:thefornl1ess. They notonlyhad'a~cent

that was ·delicate.and.pleasing.iohumans,:but ~so: brought

a::fragran<;e .. from~the.·reahn :of:·. spirit.. Usi.ng the.·;word

'''enlightenment'' in a wider sense than theconventiona11y

accepted' one,; wecotildl<;>okupon .flowersas the enlighten":'

ment ,of plants.:' .

Anylife~form.i~any·realm-.-... mineral,: vegeta~le,; an~mal,

ot.:human~can.·be said to undergo "enlight~ntnent.':' It is,

however,an; extremely' rare;occurrence·since it is mote than

. art· evolutionary progres'sion: It also implies·. adiscontinuity.
. ,

in '.its, d~velop~~~t; 'aleap' to "an ::entirely.different.level of

BeingaJid, most important, a lesse'riing:of ~~teriali~

What could -be, heavier and·.·mor~.inipenetrable:,than 'a

rock, the'densest'of all·forms?Andyet.so~erocks undergo

, ~ cha~ge: i~ theitmolecalar structure, tUrn ,into·crystals; and

~o .become' transparent' to :. the ·.light '. Some' carbons,'. under
. ,

,inconceiv:~ble;.heat. and,pressure;. ",tur~ 'into:diamonds,.~nd

some.heaVyminerals Oint? other precious stones.

····~ost.cra':"1ing;reptilians, .. ~the "most ,earthbound of ·'ill

creatures; ~ave re~ained.uJ:lchang~d;fo~:;riJ.illionsof.years~

Some, 'however; grew· featb;.ers apd wings" and.turned ,into'

birds,>:thus d~fyirigthefor~e .•..of:gravity:thathad 'h~ld: them

for 'so.long.·-rhey didn'tbecome.betteri at·crawling or:walk~

ing".buttranscendedcrawling and walking:'entirely.

Since time immemorial, .flowers, crystals, precious stories,
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and hirds. have held special significance" -fbr·· .the, human

spirit;· Like .all life-forl!ls, .they .. are,'" of··co\lrse, temporary

manifestations· of the.underlying one Life, -:one:C2onscious- '.

ness. T~eir, sp"eciaLsignificance :andthe .reasono:why humans

feel.such fascination' for and affinity with ~them;can·be.,at~

tributed to their.ethere·al· quality.

Once there is ac~~taind~greeof:'Presence,:ofstill'and

ale~t attention in human beings' perceptions"they can sense

the divine life essence; the one ind'W"~llingconsciousness or

spirit in every creature, evei:ylife;..form, recognize it as one .

with their own essence and so love it as ·themselves~;Until

this ,happens,.however, most humans see only the outer

-forms, unaware', of the inner essence, just'as~lreyare;un~

ayvare of: their own _.essence. and.identify only with their

own physical and:psycholog~cal,form.

. .In the- case;of a··fl0wer, a"crystal; ·precious stone;:' or bird,

,however, even 'someone ·.With· little or :no ·:Presence .can.·oc~

casionally sense that there is> more there than the m~re

physical'existence :'of that form" -without. knowing. that: this.

is the reason why he or she is :drayvn·toward it, .feels an

affinity 'with 'it. Because of its ethereal nature; .its 'for~ ob­

scures the indwelling spirit toa less~r degree than is the case

with :other Jife~forms. The exception 'to this are all ne:w..;

bornlife~~otms-. -babies,.puppies, kittens,Ja~bs, and:so~·on.

They' are fragile, delicate, not yet firmly established in .ma~ ..

teriality. An'~innocence, a sweetness and beauty· that ,are not '
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of·this'world stilL'shine, through ,them. ,'They: 'delight even

relatively, insensitiv~ humans.

:So.when.you·'·arealert·and contemplate ,a .flower, crystal,

or bird without Ilaming"it mentall~ it becomes a window

, for'y6u:into,the formless·.. ·.There is 'a~ inner"'opening,- how­

ever :~light, in~o. the'reahnof spirit.· This -is ·why, these three

"~.en~lightened" life-fot,ms ;have'played ,such an imp(jr~ant

partinth~ evoluti<>.nof hu~an:consciousness since anc~ent

ti~es;why;for;.exairiple,.thejewel in the.lotus·-flower is a

central" symbol ,of 'B1Jddhismand a"whitebird, the.• dove, ,

signifies ·the Holy Spirit iniChristianity. They have been

preparing the,:ground for a more profound shift inplanetar}' .

consciou~ness that/is:destilled to ..'take .pla~e in the"hunlan

speCies;"This· is:,ihespiritualawak.~ning that we are begin­

ning to.witness' ,noW.
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.that·.·keeps the.ego .in plac~ :and ' condemns them' to,im­

prisonment within their own personality?

The' possibility of ,such. a transformation, has been the

central';message of. the.·great·····wisdoln,··tea·chings .. of.'.hu~

manki~d .. The messengers-·Bu'ddha,]esus,arid.others,·not

all of·themknown-·'wete .humanity's· early, flowers. They

were,p~ecursors~ rate and precious beings: 'A·· widespread.

flowering 'was nof yet possible' at· that time~ ~and their. mes­

sag~ .became '. largely misunderstood and ,often greatly..dis­

torted.·· It certairily did'hot .transform huIrian~'behav:ior, .

except in a small minority'ofpeople.·

Is·humanity·more:cready ·now than Cat the time of those

early teachers? Why shQ~ld this be, so? W~at can you do, if'

. anYthing, to ·bring about or accelerate; this inner shift? What

is it that characteliz~s.th~ 'oid 'egoic state .ofconsciousness;

and by what signs is the new emerging consciousness' rec­

ognize.d? These 'and other'essential questions :will .. 'be. ad7".

dressed in'this book. More important, this. book··itselfis a

tr~nsformationaldevice that has '50n1e' out of·the.. arising

new consciousness. The jdea~ and concepts ,presented. here

may' 'be'important, but .they. are:'secoildary::TheY'are no '

more than..·si~posts ,pointing toward awakening~··.:As yOU;

read,. a' shift ta~e~ place within' you.

This book's nlainpurpose is· n~tto add new information

or beliefS to your mind or, to try to· convince.yo~ .of;any~

thing; but to bring about a shift ih consciousness, that is ·to
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say;: to<:awaken~. Inthat.sense, .'this" book is' riot "interesting~"

Interesting inearis you ;'can ·keep your 'distance, .play around
{' .

with i~eas,~and-:Foncepts in your mind, agree ,or disagree.

This:book.isab.outyou. It will change your state of con-
J •

sciousness".~r jt.will,beme~ningless~:Jt:;can only awaken

.~h·ose wh?' ~te.re~dy:N ot everyone is ready yet, but many

are;'::and with 'each ,persoIi'who ... awakens,. the momentum in

the' collective: consciousness; grows,. and jt· become~ ·.easier

for others. If youdo:Q.'tknowwhatawakening means, read.

on;0nly/~Y,~wakeningcanyou·kI1ow.the true meaning of

thatwor<i. A glimpse is-enough to initiate the awakening

"proce~s;";,which is. irreversible. For some, .that-glimpse.will

come,while -readingtlllsbook..Formany others who may

not .even~ have realized''it, the' process has already ;b~gun ..

Th~s.b60k~illhelp .them recognize -it.Fo~some, ,it ~ay

have·.begun throqgh.. los$... or. su£Tering;·-forothers,. through
~ .: . '. -'. '-: ~ , , . . '. .

coming into-contact with a'spiritual teacher or .teaching,

through.: reading: ~The Power ofNow.or some.other'spiritually

ali~e ,'a.nd therefore:, transfor'matiohafb.ook-·-o~, any'co~bi­

nation .- o£>the:,:above..'If:the awakening process has begtin

in··yoU';/the'~eadin~of.this·book will accelerate .and inten~

sify:it;

~ ..·An.essentialpartof the awakening is the recognition of

the:~nawakened.you,theego~asjtthink~,.speaks,_anaacts,'

as.·wellas:the:recognition",'of the collectively'condi~oned

..inen~al :;pro~esses: that ··perpetuate the· unawakened· ·state.
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Thatis .why this book' shows the, main aspects of.the <ego

and how they.operate' in' the individual as well.as in: the 'col-
.. J , .'

lective. Thi~ is inlportant for two related reasons: The first

is th~t unless. you know the' basic·mechanics,behind··the

. workings of the ego, .you .won't 'recognize it,. and. it will

trick you ·into identifying with ~t,·again. a1?:d .again'., "This

means .it takes·yo~ over, .an.imposter pretending to.heyou.

The second, reason is that the act of recognition itselfis one

of the ways in which awakeninghappens.W1:len you·, rec~

ognize the unconsciousn~ss·in.you, that which· makes :the

recognition .. possible is th~ arising co~sciousness,.isawaken~

ing. You cannot fight against the ego and win, just as you.'

cannot fight against darkness.· The light of consciousness is

all that is n~cessary: 'Youare thatJight.

OUR INHERITED DYSFUN'CTION

If we look· more· deeply into humanity's ancient 'religions

. and spiritual ,traditions,. we will' find t~at .under~~aththe

many surface, differences.·there .. ~re ·two· core insights that

most of them agree on.' The words.they.use: to' describe

those insights differ,. yet they all point to a· twofold. funda­

mental truth. The first~part·of this truth is therealizatit;)n

that th~ '~normal" state- of .' mind .of most :';human,.beings

contains a strong., element of what .~we .rriightc·all dysfunc­

tion.,. Or ~ven·madness. Certain.'te~chings .at. ~he . heart ,of

Hinduism perhaps come closest to seeing this dysfunction
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,as.a··formofconectivement~ll:illness., They call it mayajthe.

'. veil'of- delusion~/Ramana·Maharshi,one. of the, greatestJn­

di~n:sages,.bltintly!states:·~.'~Themindis ,maya." .

Buddhism uses"'different terms.. According to the Bud-,

dha, the human mind -in its normal state :gerterates dukkha,

'~hich 'can,be:translatedas" suffering, 'unsatisfactoriness, or

just.plain ,misery.·:He;sees it as a ,characteristic of the .human

conditiori.Wherever you go. \whatever you, do, says the

Buddha,you:will encounter dukkha, andii:will·manifest in

" every.situ'ationsooner'or later" ~

-;Accordihg:to ~ Christian teachings, the nornial; ~ollective

'state ofhumacityisone of "original sin." Sin is a word that

has been;greatly;misunderstood. a~d, misinterpreted. Literally

translated from the ancient~'Greek,in'which the N~w,T~s-

, tamentwas: '''Y!"itten,; tosinmean~ to nuss, the mark, :as an

archer'who;misses ·the target, so' to sin means, to ,miss the point

of.human:existeJ.?c¢.,.It ~eans to.1ive~unskillfully,blindly~

and thusto,suffer:'and':cause ~uffering.Again,-,the term,

stripped ofoits cul~ral·baggage·and misinterpretations, points

to. the' dysfunction inherent in the human condition.

. The achievements of humanity .are jmpressive ·andunde­

niable~'We have. created -sublhne works of music, ,literature,

painting,architec~re, and sculpture. More recently;. science
. '

apd,.technology~ have brought·about. ra~ical changes in 'the

way we Jive"and have enabled: us' to.do.and.create things

that would 'hay;e' been :considered miraculous even'· two

hundred' years 'ago.. N 0 doubt:The,h~man:mind·js-highIy _
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intelligent~'Yet its' very, intenig~nce is tainted by:madness.

~cience.and technology have'magnifiedthedestructive ,~m~

pa~tthat the dysfuncti(m~fthe hUIn~n mind hasllponthe

planet, 'other life~forms" and"upon, 'humans themselves.

-That, is .Why, the ,history Qf. the· twentieth· century is where

that·dysfunction, that collective insanity,:can be most.clearly

,re~ognized. 'A~urther'factor is that this -dysfunction isactu:­

ally intens~fying' and accelerating.

The, F~rstWotld~Warbroke out in 1914-. Destructive:an.d ,

.cruel wars,. mO,tivated by fear,'igreed','and -the' desire·for

power, ~ad been common .Qccurreilces'throughou,thuman

history; as had .slavery; torfu're, andwid~spreadviolence in~

flictedfor .religious and<ideological reasons. HUIn:ms.· sllf~

feredmore,~tthe hands of: each, other than thtoughnatural

disasters.. By the :year '1914, ~owever; thehighlyintellig~n~

·hum~n .. mind.had·invented, not o¢y the internal.combus­

tion:engine,,·. but also' bombs, ··~achine guns, .·.submarines;

flame throwers, and:poison gas.· Intelligence in theservic'e

of madness! In'static trench warfare in France and Belgium,

, millions 9f men'p~rished to gain a' few .miles of mud.

'When.the warwas:overin 1918, the survivors looked in

qorror'apdincomprehensiol1upon thedevastatio~left be~

hind: ten million 'human'beings :'killed and ' many:more'

maimed·,or; disfigured. 'Never before had human-,madness

been so destructive in its,'effect~sd'clearly visible. Little. did. '

.they know .that· this:was ..only the' beginning~

,By the en~ .of the century; the nUJ11ber:of :people who
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died a violent dec~.th, at .the· hand of ..'their ,fellow humans

would rise·.to m6~ethan o~e hundredmillioh. They. died

Ilotonlythrough wars? between nations, but also through

mass .... ext'erminations .a~d genocide,' such·as the, murder, of

twel'.ltymillion '~,class. eI?-~inies:, spies,arl.d traitors" in the

Soviet·,Union ,under Stalin or .the 'unspeakab~ehotrors of

the,;~010caustin,Nazi,(~;errnany.Theyalso'diedin cou;nt­

le~~. smaller internal conflicts, ,such' as the Spanish civ~ war

,of-during,the, Khmer"Rouge regimejn, Cambodia when a
qua~ter. ..of,that country's .. population was murder~d.'

'YIe.only n~ed·to watch the. daily news on, television to

jrea1izethatthemadn~sshasnot abated, that it is continuing

, .into: the tw~nty"'7firstcen~ry. Another aspect of thecollec­

tivedysfimctionof the .human mind is the unprecedented

,violence that. humans are inflicting 'on', other life-forms

and ,the planet'itself~the :destructiQ,n of :~xygen~producing

fores~s and otherplantandaniIl1allif~;iIi~treatmentof ani­

mals'in factory 'farms;. and poisoning .. of rivers,. oceans, and,

air.: Driven by greed, ignorant of ,their, connectedness to

the ,whole, humans persis,~ iIi ·behavior.,that, ifcontjnued

, unchecked, cal1:only'result in theirown,destruction~

The,coll~ctive,manif¢stations of thejns~nity-that lies, at

, the,.~heart-"ofthe:human:, ~ondition; constitute' the 'greater

part of hum311 history: It. is: to.a large extent ahistory .. of

madnes~~;Ifthe;.history"of.humanity.. werethe,clinical 'case,

·historybLa single human being, the diagnosis ,would have

to ,be: .chronic. par~lI~oid delusions" a pathological propensity

II
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desire· for more :and a: strengthening of·. one's conceptual

identity, ?ne's self-image..You·do not become good by try~

ing to .b~ good·;.'but.byfinding:the .good11.es_~,.that is already

within you,.and~owing;:that(goodness:toemerge~·Bu~jt

can ()nlyemerge ifsonletJ:1ingfundam~ntalchanges·in your

state of, consciousness.

.Thehistoty of· Communism,·, originally inspired by' no­

ble' ,ideals, clearly:illustrates,what,happens, when people

attempt· to ch~ng~:external··reality-.·-'.. create. a ,new .,earth-­

without,any prior.'change in their inner reality,:"their state of:

consciousness. They make .plans .. without taking into .ac-
o •

count the,'blueprint'fof dysfunction"·that everyhuman·being

carries within: the ego.

THE FLOWERING', OF HUMAN 'CONSCIOUSNESS

~ost·ancient.religions,.-and.,. spiritu~ ,tradi~ions share the

·comrnoh..·insight--·that.our: "normal" state; of mind is

marred by.a·.,fundamental. defect.. However,:.outof~his •. in~

sightintothe~nature.of th·e·hu~an:condition-. -we may' ca~.. '

it.the, bad, ,news-,arises a,secondinsight:.'the.goodnews. of
the,:possibility of a .radical transformation of :human!con-. ,.. ..

sciousriess.~ Inf·:~induteachings. (and sometimes .in Bud-

dhism;,.aIso), :this transformation is called-enlightenment.. In

the tea~hings of Jesus, it issatvfltion, ~nd in Buddhism, it is

the end;ofsuffer!ng~ Liberationand.auJakeningrare other ternlS

used;to.describe ·this· transforlnation.

'T'l-fEARISINGNEW CONSCIOUSNESS
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~o·commit·niurder·andacts of extreme violence and cr~elty

against his p·erceived."enenlies"-'-.his· own unconscio'usness

proje<;ted· outwa,rd~, Criminally insane,· witha'few brieflu..;.·.".

cid iiltervals.'

Fear, greed, and the desire for power are ~he psych()logi~

cal nlotivciting" forces' not· only 'behind warfare and, violence

.between .n~tions, 'tribes,' religions, .and ideologies,. .,but:·also

the. cause of jnc~ssant confli~t.iI:1 ·personal relationships.

, .They bring about a, distortion in y~urperceptionof,other

people and.yourself.· ~hrough· them, you misinterpret .every

situation, leading tomisguided,action .designed:to rid~you

offear and satisfy your·ne,ed:formore"a.bottomless ·hole'that

can never be filled..

'It is' important to realize,.~owever,that,fear,:,g~eed·, and

the desire for .power are not' thedysfun~tion~:thatwe,are

speakingo£: but are .themselves :created by'the :dysfunction., .

which isa deep:"'seated "collective .deh.isio·n~ that .lies: within

the mind,·· o~ each human ·being~,A.number·;of: spiritual

teachings tell.us ~o let 'go' of fear. a~d desire. B~t' thos~spiri~ .

tual practices are usuillyunsuccessful.'They haven'tgofie' to

the' roo~of the .dysfunction. ··.. Fear,··greed, and' ..de~ire,.for

power are', n'ot the 'ultimate causal factors. Trying: to become

. a.. good or better human ,being sounds likea.comrnendable
, .

and high~mlnded thing' to do; yet it' is anerideavof'you can~

not ultimately· succeed in unless there ·is.'~ shift in conscious~

ness.' This is'beca~se'it is still part of· the same dysfunct~()n~

a more su:btle~nd rarifie\d'·.[orm: of self-enhancement, of
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.;'

;·LAnd.yet,'..,. aJ.ld:yet •... .in·spite of all the insane deeds

p.erpetrated ! in the nam~ of, religion., the ,Truth" to ,.which

mi~interpreteq;in. ,some cases even, as they 'were recorded in

wlTitingby .their- ,disciples. Over,the (:enturie~, many things

were "added thaJhadno.thingto ,do with the originalteach-

. jngs, 'but ..:were,refleGtions·;pf ,a fundanlentalmisunderst~nd­

ing.. S0l'l:le of t~e teachers, vJere' ridip1Jled, reviled, ,or.killed;

others.·:·canle~ to .be.. worshiped :,as g9ds. ,Te~chings that'

pointed the way beyond" the dysfunction of;the, hUlnan /

mind, the way out of the collective insanity, were distorted

andQ~cameth~mselves'part.of the insanity.

An.d so religions, toa large e~tent, became' divisive rather

thari:unifying.forces., Instead of,,;bringing about :·an· ending

,of'violen~e·andhattedthrougharealization·of. the .funda7

,mentaVoneness..of aillife,c they.brought more violel1cearid

hatred,: mo:e divisions ,b~tWee.n people.as·w~ll asbetweeh

different. religions,.and even .within, the same Feligion. They

became,·ideologies,belief systems .people "could·.identify,

.with· and~'s.Q,:use .. them' to enhance their', fals.e sel1se. of self.

ThlZoughthem,··they'- ., could, ~ m~ke them~~lves "right" .and

ot~ers ~.'wrbng.~'.,:ahd,thu,~definetheirjdentitythrough.their

e,:lenlle~,xthe '~others,".' the "n?nbelievers"or "\yrong be-·

,'lievers~'whQ. not infrequently they, saw: themselves j~stjfied

itikilling...Man made "God';'jn hiS:OWll image..T.he eter-
. .

.nal,. th~ .,infinite, and "unnameable- .was "reduced to a:inental

idol that y6u.:had,to believ;e .in and·worship as· "my god" or

"ollr ,god."
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The greatest achievement ;of:'humanity is not its 'wQrks 'of

art,· s~ience, ,or technolog}1' butth~rec~gnition, of its ·oWn

dysfunction; ,:its dwnmadne~s. In ·'the distant" past~,:'this ,

recognition already came to a'fev\r:in:~i"iduals'.,Amancalled"

Gautalna Siddhartha, who lived 2;600 years ago in India,was

perhaps the first ~hosaw it with'absolutetlari~'Later,the

title Buddha was 'cortferred 'upon; him. Buddha means' '~the;,
. ; .

awakened" one}' ,',,'At:, about .the,' same; titn¢;: "another ,'of'hu~
. '

manity'searlY',~awakened ,teachers ,'emerged ·in China.. ,'His'

name was.La()Tzu.',~·e:,lefta.:re'cord·, of'his, 'teaching in'the

form 'ofori~ "of the ,most"prof<?und, spiritual books ever

written"the Tao·Te Ching. \

Torecognize.~ne's own insanity is, of course,'the arising

of 'sanity, the" beginning of:healingan:dtranscendence~:A
, '

new dimension ,of consciousness ,had.begu~to.,emerge:,on

the planet,. a .first tentative flowering. Those'rare individuals

.,then ,spoke ,to their- co~temporar~es. 'They"spoke of sin;,'of

suffering, of delusion.:They· said, '''Look how, you live. 'See

what you ar~d'oing, the suffering YOttcreate~" They then,,:

pointedto~ the', possibility of ,awakening: fro~' thecollec~

'tive nightmare'of "n9rmal,,'hu:man',existenc;.e.:They showed

the 'way.

.~he world was not ,yet ready for them,<,and,yetthey.were:

a.vital.' andnecessary"part of ,human:awakening.."Irt.evitably,
. .

they. were mostly. misu~derstoodby, their ·'contemporaries,·

as well as by subsequent generations;Theirt~~chings,.al­

/1 though bot~ simple and powerful, be~came' ·distort.ed·. and



they point still ,shinesaftheirc()re.·.·Itsti~sh~ne·s~however

dimly, through layers'upon:layers:()f'distortion arid>riiisin~

terpretation.. It 'is' unlikely, .. however,:,thatyotr~illbe>able. to'

perce~ve '. it, ;' th'ete,unIess '.you have:: at 'least.,already., ,had

gI1~pse~'of th'at-Ttuthwithin' yours'elf.:Thtdughoutfhistoty,

.. there have always been,rare individuals'who experienced a

shift in ,consciousness'a'n'd, so' realized'within"themselvesthat .

towa~d wQ.ich all,religion~rpoint.· To: describe:-thatnoricon-

,'ceptual.Tru~~, they then 'use'dthe, concepttial :fr~lfiework:of .,

; their'own '·.religions.', ,,

Through' som~(ofthoseme~;and,women, "schools"'.or

movements developed 'within allrriajor religionsthatrepre~

sentednotonlya rediscovery, but in some· cases an,' intensi­

fioation .of the .light of the: original teaching. This· is .how

~n()sticisinand mysticisnl came. iI?-to "existence in' early"ahd .

, 'medieval: Christianity" Sufism:, in the'Islamic: ': religiQn, ,Ha'"

. sidism ,': a'nd, Kabbala in'Jud~ism, Advaita' Ved~.nta:in Hin- '

duisnl, ,Zen and; Dzogchen'in· Buddhism.'Most "of" these

'schoolswe~e iconocl~stic.They·did': :awaywith layers upon

layers; (jf,. ,.deadening· conceptualization"arid mental belief

stru:ctutes"and ,for' this, re.ason,most' 'of" them were viewed

with ' suspicion" and"oftenhosttlity· by·~· the establishe·d. reli~

gious'hierarchie's.'Unlike>rt1ainstream religion~::'their,teach....

ings."emphasiz,e.d,realization;, and'inner, ':trartsform~tion.: "It.'is .

t~rough thosee~oteric schools' or.movements that'tb.e'·:ina~

jor>' religions regained the' transfotmative power>,bf,the

or:iginal teachings,' although in' 'most 'c,ases,' only'asmallrni.:..
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nority of'people had access to them. 'Tlieit numbers. were

never Jarge.'enough; ·tohave ,any 'significant 'imp~ct"ori the

deep' collective unconsc.io;usness'of,the ~ajority.: Over·time~

some' of those schools' thetnselv~s bec~J.?e too rigidly for:..

maliz~d brconceptualized to remain effective.

SP'IRITUALITY AND ,RELIGION"

.What is the role 'of the' estab~shed religions in the arising' of

the 'new'~'c()l1sciousness?,Many: people arealready'aware' 'of

the: di~eteJ.1ce. between:,spirituality ·aridteligion.' They;real-:­

ize that having .a. ,belief systent·~-asetof;thoughts that' you

regard: as. th~ :'absolute· truth-does'not.:makeyouspiritual

nomatter:what'the'·nature:of those beliefs is. I;nfact,·the

nl0re<youmak~"yourthoughts (beliefS) into your identity; ..

. th'e more. cut· o~y()u; 'are' from. the spiritual dimension

~thin: You~s€lf.' !Many "religious'" peopl~ ·are· stuck:a~ that
.. . ~ .

leve1.,'They equate. truth withithought; .. and: asthey·.:are

t:oillpletely identified with·thought(theirmind)~;theY'~laim.

to· b'e in sole' possessi'onof .the truth in an unconscib~s·~t-

:.. temptt.o"protect their'identity.Theydon't':realize the limi­

tatioIis'·of:thought~ Uniess, you ...believe· (think)" exac'~y.as

they 'do:,:'you '~re wrong in their' eyes', ~nd in the not-too­

distantpast,:'they :would.\·have felt justified in ~ingyou for
" .

that ,Artdsomestill: db,evennow.

:".:The· new spirituality, :the transformation, of· co~scious-'

ness, is, arising to a large, extent outside of the. structures of

17
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theexisting~nstitutiona1izedreligions.,There, were always

'po,ckets of spirituality ,even in ,mind-dominated'.religions,

.,although'ihe institutionalized, hierarchies ,felt ,thre~tened"by

them and'often tried to suppress:.tJ.1em.A large~scale. open­

ing of, spirituality outsid'e '; of the" religi0l:ls 'structures is ,an.

entirely new devel~pment.~ In .the past,. this would have

·be~n inconceivable, especially in the West, the most mind....

donlinatedof all cuJtures, where the 'Christian'~hurchhad a ... '

virtual franchise.·onspirituality.You 'cbuldn'tjust stan,d 'up

and, give a spiritual' talk, or pllblish, a ,spiritual· .b<?ok,unless

you, were. sanctioned, by the church", ~nd jf· you we!e, not,

they>would. quickly silence" you... But now, evenwithiricer~

tain church~s,and"religions,'th~re·are,signsof:change~ ,·It.· is

heart\yarnling, and·.one is grateful:,foreven.·the, slight.est

signs:ofopenn.ess,: slich·,as :Pope 'John Paul II .visiting a

mosque: as :well as, a' synagogue.

P~rtlYJas a result of ·thespiritual teachi~gs that: ..have

arisenout~ide the:establislled... religions, but also ,·due to an

influx of the ," ancient.Easternwisdonlteachings,. a::gro~ng

number, of followers "of traditional. reli~ions;',areable ·to let·

go of idencificationwithform,"' dogma, and rigid belief sys­

tenlS" and discoyer' the,. original depth that is,: hidden within

their own spiritual tradition"", at the, same time as' they. dis~
. '. .'

cover the", depth, within.: thenlselves. :They~ea1izethat :.how

"spiritual" you are has nothingto.do?withwhatyou, believe

but everything to .dow~th,your state'o~'consciousness~ .1;hi·s,

THE FLOWERING. 'OF HU·1V1AN·CONscrOUSNESS

in tur.n,f·deterI1;1ines. how/you.. act in the~orldandinteract

.with others. :

Th6se ,un~ble'..'t6.:look, beyond:,fotrh become even "~ore

deeplyeritrenched,irith~irbeliefS,that ist<i say, in their

mirid.~e;ate witrieSsing<~ot only an unprecedented influx

,of'consciousness -at/this ~timebutalso":an entrenchment and
, . ' ". f

ilite~sifica.tionof the. ego. Some religiousjnstitut~onswi~

.be'open to the 'new' cOnsc~ousness;" others will har~~n their

·doctrinal positions and becom~part of all· those other. man­

made.structutes.. through·whith the collective ego will de­

fend'jtse}f: ~hd "'fight back." ','Somechurches, sects, cults, or

religiol1smovetnents; are' basically:colle~tive,:egoi.c. 'entities,

, as rigidly identified with'theirmental,positions.as the fol- .

lowers, .of :.any.. political'. ideology ,,' that i~ :closed to: any :alter­

native .interpretation"of, reality~':' .'

. But: the· ego is','destine'd'-to· dissolve, and all its ossified
. , " ....

st~uctures·,.:,whether:they'be religiou:s orother'institutions,

corporatio.~s,:o~gov~rnments;~ill.disintegratefrom ·~thin, ,

n~tnatter:'how.deeply" entrenched they, appear! to be~ The

n10st tigidstructures, the .most 'impervious to change, will

collapse· first~'This 'ha~aiready .\happened in ," the case of S?....

,viet'Chmm~nisni~"How:deeply entrenched,' how solid and

monolithic it appeared; and yet within a few years, itdisin-" -,

tegtated from v?thin. Noone foresaw this. All were taken

by'sutptise.:·:There:are mariymore·such surprises in store

forius~.
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When faced with a radical crisis, ..whenthe-:old,w~y 'Qf:be-

.ing in the. world, of interacting with each <other ·and~~\¥ith

the reah11 oEnature'doesn'twork :a~yniore;·whensurvival.js

threatened by ,seemingly insurmountable, prc>.blems,· anindi­

vidtial life-form-'-.or,a·species-.. '-'.will either .die. o;r, .becOln~

extinct ~r" rise above the· ·limitations of·' its 'conditioIi:'

through an· evolutionary leap.'

It is believed that the life-forms', oli, this planet. first

, evolved in. the sea. When.,there were no. animalsyet·to be

foundo~land,i:heseawas already teeming with life. Then

at so·nlepoirtt,one· of the sea ,creatures must have started to

venture onto·dry land.·.Itwouldperhaps crawl a few inches

atfirst.~ then,: exhausted. ~y. the enormous, gravitational pull '

of the planet, it would return to 'the water, where. gravity is

almost nonexistent .and ,where it could. live with ··much

great~r ease. An~.then: it.tried:againand< againand,again,

and n1l:lchJaterwouldadapt to life on land, grow-,feet in~

stead of~ns, .develop Jungsinsteadof gills., It ·seems·unL.

likely'" that a.,'species," would··venture'.,into·,such', an'.' alien

environment-and', und~rgo' ~~n: evolutionary ..;transfoimatio~

'unless it was ... cQlJlpelled.todo' soby.some·:crisis"Sittiatioh,.
. .

Therelnay have been,a.large ..·sea.area··that.got',cut ofFfrqm'

themai~ ocean ~here. the water gradually receded .•. over

thousands of years, .forcing fish to leave.their habitat'and

evolve.
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:·R~sp:<?nding·to·a radical crisis' that threatens our very
, .

survival-"this is·humanity's·challenge now. ,The dysfunction

'of the :;egoic'humafol "mind, 'recognized·"already: mOre than

2;500 years;· ago by thearicien~.,wisdom 'teachers and now ,

magtiifiedthr~ughscience'; and;: te'chnoldgy, is' for the first

timeithreatening the :survival of. the planet. Until'very.re:'

cently,'the·. transformation ..of"'human.consciousness-.·-also

pointed' 'to"by the:artcient'teachers-"-was no more than·. a

possibility;:. realized,by·. a. ;few rare'individuals here'and' there,

irrespective:; of 'cultural orreligious"background~ A wide-

.spread fl<?wering'of,'human' consciousness ,did not happen

'because it ':Vas 'notyet imperative.

A :si~ficahtportiori of the e~rth's.populationwill' soon

recognize, ifthey haven't~lready7doneso, that humanity is

noW ,faced"with a>. stark choice: .Evolve ~ or' die; ·:A still. rela-'

tivelYisniallbutrapi~y growing:percentage 'of h~manity.is

already:.experiencingwithin themselves'· the breakup 'ofthe

old -e'goicmindpatterns .and the ·emerg~nce of anew;di­

mensionof consciousness..

Whatjsar~si,.ng now i~ not a:new belief system, a newre-.

ligion, ;'spi.t,itual· ideolog)', :or, mythology. 'Weare conling to

the;,endhof:only(of·mythologies ,but 'also of'ideologies and

belief ·systems. The ;change'. goes·deepet.,than the content of

. your mind, deeper than your though~s. In ~act, at the hear~

of the new consciousness lies the transcendence'of thought,
" ,

the newfound ability of rising above thought, of realizing a

dimension withjn yourself that is infinitely more vast· than
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thought. Youthen.no·longer 'deriveyour~:jdenti~·,.you~:

sense of who you care, from the incessant stream of thinking

that in" the: old consciou~nessyoutake to. be :yourself.:.Whaf

a,libeiation~torea1ize that the·~'voice inmyhead'~ iSl10t

.who .1, am. :Who',. am Ithen?The •one who:seesthat.·The

awareness that'is prior to': though't, the spase'in whicht~e'

thought-.. :-.. or the··e~otion. orsens~.perception-.-happens.,

:Ego is';,nonl0rethan"this: identification, with,:.form,

which·' primarily means thought; forms. If evil'hasany

reality---arid, it.hasarelative, not an absolute,reality-"this is

'also, itsdefinition:,c.omplete. identification. with· ,form-.-:. ,

phy~icalforms,. thought. forms, emotional forms. This, 're~ .

suIts, ina, total unawareness of.my connectecll.1ess ,with/the

whole, .my' intrinsic -.oneness·with; every '~.Qther" :as .vv:el1 as

with the; Source.'This' forgetfulness is' ;origin~l sin, ,-suffering, '

delusion~ When this 'delusion of utter separateness underlies

and governs, whatever I, ~hink" say,ancl'idci,.whatkind,~'of

world ,do.l· create?,Tofmd· the answer to this,: 'observe how
, ,

humans,'relate ·to each other, read,a'historybook, or',watch

,the news on~elevision.tonight.

If· the structures of the. humanmina.xemain·, unchanged~

we will always end:, iIp:re-creating'· fundamentallY' the same "

world, .the same ,evils, the.'same dy~furtction.
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A' NEW EARTH

Th~ inspiration for the title of this book came from a Bible

prophecy th~~ seems more applicable:now than at any other,

time in human history. .It occurs in both the Old and the

New Testament 'and· speaks o( the· collapse of the existing ,

world order and .the arising of u;l·new' heaven and a new

earth.'~l We need to understand here 'that heaven is not 'a lo­

cation but r~fers to the inner realm of consciousness. This is

the esoteric meaning of t~e word, and this is aJso i~s mean-

. ing in the teachings ofJestls. Earth, on the' othe~ hand, is

the outer manifestation in form, which is always a reflec­

tion 'of the inner. Collective' human consciousness and life

on ,'our, planet are intrinsically:'connected~ itA' new heaven" is

the. emergenceofa' transformed 'state of human' ,co11:sdousness, and,

,ita neu,-earth" is .its ~eflection in the physical realm. Sin~e human

life.and.~uman consciousn~ssare intriI1sicallyone with the

life of the 'planet" as t~e old' consciolisness dissolves, there

are bound to be 'synchronistic, geograp~c and climatic.

natural uphea~ ;in many parts' of the ,planet, some of

which weare already witnessing now.
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,whenever we encounter",it in'our lives: will· connect us with

<. the formless and tiniel~~s dimension within ..ourselv~s,· that .

whi<:h: is· beyoilcl ..thought~'beyond ego.. It.may:be' the·still­

ness that pervades,the world of nature, .or the stillness,in

you~'r9.0~ .in, the 'early hours" ofihe "mornin'g, '.,~J; the' ~ilent,

gaps'in·betweensounds. 'Stillness: has 'no;form-·.•... that jswhy
." .

thTough thirtking we cannot:become aware· of it. Thought .

is form. Being 'aware ·.of' stillness~means to be s~.'·Tobest~

is ,to be cons~ious,withoutthought~.You:are~.never'm~re.es~

sentially,< moredeeply;yorirself -than when you are still.
When.yo~; 'arestijl, you·,are';whoyouwere 'before you tem­

porarily: assumed.this "phrsical and,mental:form,called a' p'er.­

son...·yo"ll are<;al$owho.'you,will:1;>~whenthe'~orm:dissolves:

Wh'e~you',are,still"you:'are~: who you ~~epeyond··your:tem­

por~:.eXi.stenc~:.'conscious~ess-.. -:.unconditioned,: ,fort:nless, ,

et~rnaL:
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. CHAPTER NINE

Your Inner Purpose
, .

As soon as you', rise .. above: mere survivaI~ the'. question of
. I •

, nieaning':~llid,purpose becom~sof.paramount importance in

your li~e~':' Many people: feel caught up in the r0l:ltines of

dailyliving that :seeITl'to ,deprive their life'· of significance.

Some::~beJievelifejs p~ssing. them by or has passed them,by

alread)T. .Others: feeL severely. (estricted'by' the, demands of

theirjob~andsupporting a 'family' or by', their financial orliv- '

ingsituation~·.'Sonie are'consumedby' acute "stress, others by

acute .boredom. "; Some ;'arelost in·franticdoing;" others' are

lost in stagnation. Many'peoplelong: for the freedom· and '

expansion:that prosperity:'promises~ .,Others alrea:dy" enjoy the
. .

'relative freedoJ!l' that comes with· prosperity and. discover

thateven~hat is not enough to endow' their lives with

meatJing. There is no. supstitute for finding, true p~rpbse.
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But the true or primary purpose of your life cannot, be
, ' ,

found on: the outer level. It does not 'concern what you do

but what you ar~that is >tb~S~)T"your state' of consciousness.

So the- most import~nt thing'to realize is' this: Your, life

has an' inner purpose'and aI), outer' purpose. '~nner'purpose
',. -J

concerns Being and is primary. Outer ptirposeconcerris

doing and is, secondaI')T.'W~ile this"boo~ ~'speaks ..inainly. of

your iniler -purpose, this, chapter and the next will,aIsoad­

dress ,the question 'oEhow to-align outer purpose' and'inner

.purpose' in Y0l:lr life. Innerand.outer, liowe~er,areso inter­

.twined that it is almost impossible to speak of one without

referring to the'other.

, Your imler purpose is to ,awaken.. It is as'sirriple··.as that.

';Vou,share ,thatp~rpose~ with/every, other :-pe~son' on 'the

pla~et~pecause,itjsthep~rposeof"humanity.. Your,inner

,"purpose ,', is an'essential', part ,of th~"'purpose :of'fhe~'whole,

the: universe and itS emerging intelligence'. Yo':!r 'outer pur­

pose canchange:over. time.,- Itvaries'greatly:from,persoil; to
persQn.cFit:>-ding,andlivin~ in;alignmentwith the inner:p~r~ , '

pose js',the foundation fOf fulfilling your, outer' p,urpo'~e.,It;is

the bas'is for: true success.. Without that alignment, you can

stillachi~ve. certain, things: thro'ugheffort,:stru.ggle, c' ,determ.1~ ,

nation, and, sheer hard'work.or cunning~ But there is nojoy

in 'suchendeavor,and'it-invariably; ends ·in 'some-~orm' of

suffering~>
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Avv-akening is a shift.in consciousnessin which thinking, and '

,,'awareness'separate~,ForJ;11ostpeople it, is' flotan,.event but ~

, process they <undergo: ;Even/those rare beings .who ;experi­

ence'a.sud~~n,dramatic,.andseemingly irreversibleawak­

,eningwill still ",gQ,~hrough: a process in which tp.e:new state

of,:consciousness gradually :fl.ows into, and transforms .every-
, .

thing they, do and so becomes integrated into their1ives. ",

Instead.• of beinglost inyou~ thinking, whenrouare

'awake"'youreco~zeyourself as' the awateness'behind,it.

" 'Thinklng"then, ceases 'to: be- a~self-s~rving autonomous, ac-
, .

ti,vity that takes possession of you. and runs y<:nir life.

, ~wareriesstakes',over,from:thinking.; ,Instead of being in

. chaq~e,o£yourlife, thinking/becom~stheservantofaware­

, .'ness., Awareness.is ;,co1?-scious·connection' with-universal in­

telligence~ Another' wordfor·jt is-Presence:; consciousness

-without thought. '

,Theimtiatiorl of the ,awakening:;.process IS an·act .of

grace.'" YO'lLCa~not .t:nClkeit 'happen" ,nor'. can you, prepare

yourself ,forit '9r~accumulate{credits:toward. it. There isn't a

"tidy.·~equenceo£'l()gical.steps·that leads"toward it, although

the' mindwou1d'~I~Jve that. ,You' don~thave to,become ~or-

thy;'first.'I~!niaycome.to'the: sinn'erbefore~.it,comes ,to', the

saint, but, notnecessarily.:That'swhy Jesus associated with

all kinds<<;>f,people,:,.~ot just the ,respectable,on~s>Thereis

nothing ,you'catido" about·awa~ening.,,Whatever you do
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will be the ego trying·· to add awakening .or e~ghtenm~qt

to'itself as its moSt prized ~possession and· thereby making it­

.self more jmportant .and :bigger~ Insteadof'awakening,~you
. .

add·:theconcept. of aw:akening to your ·inind,tor .. the··.:mental

image. of what .an .awakened;or.enlightened'~erson is: like;. .

and then.try to live.up. to that"' image..Living up, to an. image

that you have .of yourself or that other people have of you

is' -inauthentic: living-"another .unconscious· tole' the;' ego

pl,ays..·

So jf thereis~10thingyou' can 'do aboutawakening,jf it

has :either alreadyhapp~nedbr'notyet:~appened;·.how can

itbe' .. the ·pri~ary·.purposeof your·life?·.Does not purpose

imply. that you: can Qo.somethingabbutit?

Only the first awakening, '. the: first'glimps'eof conscious,;,.

ness without thought,happensbygra~e,without·any doing .

on your part. If you find this· book incomprehensible or

meaningless·," it has '.' not yet .·happenedtoyou~;If'something

within you;respo~dsto it, however, ifyousomehowrecog~

nizet~e truth in it, it means the.process ofawake~g has

·be,gun..<?nce' it has.done·so,· itcann'ot:bereversed, although.

it can be delayed by the .ego.·, :For·somepeo.ple,there;lding

of this book wilLinitiate the.awakeningprocess.Forothers,

. the function of ·this"bookis tohelpth~ni.-·recbgmze;that

they have already begun' toawaken'and~o intensify 'and'ac~

celerate' the· ·process. Another: func~on:of.t~is' -book is" .to

help people. recognize ..~ the:eg<;l'.within :them.·whenever:lit

tries to regain control :;"and'obscure the, arising awareness.
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-For some; theawakening'happensas they suddenly become

aware of the kinds:of:thoughts they habitually: think, espe­

cially. pers,istent JiegativethoughtsthattheY:imay have been

identified'with alI of their lives. Suddenly there is an aware~

.ness that is ·.aware .of thought but. is·not.part of it..

'. :Wbat is the: telationshipbetween'awarenessand think~

ing?: ~wareness is ,the .. space.' in which thoughts" exisr· when

..'that space;:haslbecome-...consciousof itself~ .

::Once you,.havehad a glimpse. of ·awareness· or P~esence,<

you' know it·firsthand. It is noJonger:j~st;aconcept in your

mind. You·can:::then.· ,inake;'a conscious choice ..·to:be. present

rather than to indulge inuselessth~nking.Youcan invite

Presence into' your life,that is.to.say,.m~k~space. With;the
" . I

~race of awakeping comes responsibility. You 'can either try

t6:g0:.on as' if .nothing ·~has .happened,or you'can see itssig-
, I .

nificailce ;and'recognize ·the.arising,of awar:eness as· the most

important':thing,that'can happen to yO:lU, ·Opening. 'yourself

,to··,the:cemerging. consciousness and:bringing' its light into·

this world·:thenbecomes the;primary:purpose:of:your life.· .

"I want· to know.the 'nund' ofGod,'~Einsteirisaid~,,"The

rest are details." What is the:rrtind' of God? Consciousness.

.What···.does it:mean·.toknow· the :mind"of God? ,.To be

aware.~What:are·therde~ils?Youro.uter purpose; ·andwhat­

.'ever happens outWardly~ '.

!.' '. S:()"'while .'.you :are perhaps still.waiting.for sOJl?ethingsig­

nificantto'happe~ inyourlife,youniaynot re~ze lthatthe

most •. signific~nt:.·thing.·that·can··happen to a·:hunian: being
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has already happened .within>.you: the· 'beginning.Jof the '

sep~ra~ion:process, ofthinking 'and' awareness..

'..Many .. peoplewho;~are,·going.·thtough ..~he :early. stages" of

the:awakening:.process'are.n~·longer'certainwh~t··their

.outer .purpose; is.: What drives .the· world .nolongerdrives .

them. Seeing th.e madness ofourciVilizationso dear1y"th~y

may·feefsomewhat. alienated from. the' culturearou'nd them.

Some feel that they. in.habita no~mah's-1and·between.two

worlds.'They are· no ..·.longer·t;'un:by the ;eg?,'yetthe':;arising

awareness has: not-yet .become.. fullyirttegrated-into their

lives~ .Inner andouter.purpos:e'~ave:nt>ttnerged..

The following dialogueco~denses;nunierous·conversations

'1 have .had wi~h' people-:'V~owerelooking"for ·th·eirtrue :life

purpose.·"Somethingis true when it'.reso~at.es;·with·:and·:ex~

.?resses':your.-.innermost·Being, .when·· it is- inalignme.nt with

.your inner'purpos~J.Thisds' W'hy;I am'directingtheir"'atten~

.tion;·to·,their· innet·.·andi.primary'purpose··first..

[·don't .~n~w. :exactly,~what .it .iis,:but I·want 'Some change:. in :my

life.:·· I~wanf expa,,!,sion; .. [:- :want:t~· be .... doing',something:> meaningful

~ and,. yes, [·want·prosperityand the·jreed()m,that·comes·with··.it.-·[

wanftodo 'something'signifitant,;,something ·that.'makesa difference

in the world. But ffyouasked mewhat exactlylwant,·1 t/louldhave

to.say thati don't know.. Can you.help:ml/find.mylifepurpos~?

. YO'UR INNER P.URP 0 SE

Y()urpurpose is to sit·.here\ and talk~ to 'me, '. because that's

where you areandfthat's what .you.are 'doing.:Until.'you

.get, >up:anddo. so~~thing .else. Then" th'atbecomes .. your

purpose. . ,

·So· my:purposeds' to sit .in my: office for the next thirty years

until. I retire or,get laid off?

You ;are not in your office. 110W;. so that's not' your· pur.;..

:pose~;iWhen'youdo"'sit'inyour offiQe and do whatever you

.do;·then.that:iscyour,purpose.· Not··for th'enext thirty years,

but' for now.'.

.:J think. thereissomemisurtderstal~dinghere.For 'you, purpose

. ·means·w~al;you. are..doing now; for me it .means having an .overall

.·aimin .life, somethit1g, big ('and, sign~cant that gives meaning to

wha.t~~I·~o,,-somethi1igthat'imakesa difference~.· Sht,!ffiing papers' il).

:theC!ffice 'is not it.· I know that.

'As.long as.y<?u .are unaware C?f·Being~ you·' will seek

. meaning.onlyWithin·t~e dirri~nsion.of doing and 'of future,

that· is' to'say, the... dimension of time. And whatever m~an­

ingor fulfillment you' find will dissolve or turn out to· have

been·a ,d,~ception~,lnvariably,jt .will,.bedestroyed....by time.

Any .meaning.~we'" find'on' that level is true ,only relatively

'and, temp.orarily.

'For example, jf:cating for·.your 'children ·givesmeanirig

to yourli(e;whathapperisto tha~ meaningwhenth;eydoIl~t.

·need'you;.~andperhaps.don.'teven,listen ,to you .a'nymore? If

·helping·othersgives·meaning. to·your·life, you'depend' on

others.being~worse;'()ff, than'yourself:>so ...~hat" your life can
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continue· to "be ·meaningful,.and ..'you'. 'can ,feel; good ....• about

yqurself~Ifthe;,desire to ;'exc~l" win,:,:or'suc~ee~'at this or

that,activity p'rovides youwit~<m:eaningiwhat. ifyou;,never ,

Win or your winning streak comes to an end one day;as;~lt~

, will? 'You would then have to Jook t~your, imagit~.ation'or

'nlemories-,-a very'unsatisfact~ryplace'to'bring some.mea~

gerl11eaning into your life.:"Making it" ,in whatever field 'is

only .m~aningfulas' Jongas' there ',are ' thousands. ormillioris .

of others who don't makejt~ soyou:needother,hum~n4be....

ings to "fail'~'so,that yourJife can, have meaning.:'

I am not .sayingliere'that ·.helping·.. ()thers';',ca~i:ng' for' your ..

,children',iot'striving for excellence in whateyer'field are)n<?t

worthwhile' things' to 'do~·.. For Illanypeople, .they ,are ·an im-'

portant part .·of their'''outer purppse;but ·outer,·purpose

alone .. 'is always relative, unstable; '.and,· impermanent~ .This

does"notmean that you· should not be~ngaged'in' those' ac­

tivities. It, means you "should connect them to'your 'inner,

primary purpose,',so"~hatadeepermeaning: flows: into':what "

youdo.

.·Withoutliving in alignment with. your.:rrimarypurpose,

whatever purpose you'come up with"even ifitis ,to create
;- ,

heaven··on earth, will be ;oftheego or becom~ 'destroyed by

time. ·Sooner or later; 'it will lead to suffering; IfY0:t;l ignore

your inI,let purpose, 'no' matterw~at;youdo,;; even' if it looks
. . . .

spiritual,-theego ~wincreep into .how·you ·do ..·.it,:·:andso.the

ineat?-s'will .• corrupt the. end.. ,Th~. common saying.'~~The

'road to; helljs'pav~dwith'good intentions"; points to •. this..

YOU':R IN·NER PU,RPOSE

truth; In' other w~rds,. ,not your· ,aims or you:r.actions ·are

'primary"but,thestate'o~,consciousness out of w~ich. they·

,c'ome~;Fulfillirigyour primarypurpose.is laYing the founda­

tion·for. 'anew.reality, a ~ew earth~ Once that fo~ndationis

there~ your!external:purp.ose becomes charged, withspiri~

tual power beca~se.your ~irtls ·andintentions·willbe one

.with the 'evolutionary impulse of the universe.
, ! "

" ·T.heseparattonof thinking and awareness, which lies at

the. ~coreof,your,primary,~, ..purpose,. happens through the

negation·'of;time. ,We' are not··speaking here, of course, of

the'use ..··of.time. for practical purposes,. such as· making an

appointment or· planning ·a, trip. We ar~ not speaking of

clock,;time",but~ofpsych~logicaltime,. which is the, mind's

deep~seatedhabit: of seeking, the 'fullness·.oflifein·the ·£u­

ture;where;~tcannot·be foul1:dand; ignoring the only~point,'

of access 'to it: the present moment.

When you look upon what :you do or'where you' are as,

.the .' main:purpose~ .ofyourlife,.. you negate time. This, is

'enormously .. ,empowering. ,The 'negation'of.time'.· ,inr ,what

you.do',also,'provides the.Jink' between your inner and'outer

.purposes, .benyeen Beingand·"doing. ·.When ,·you· nega~e

. time, yo~,.negate.t·heego. Whatever you:do, .. you will be

,do.ing. extraordinarily' well, .beca1.lse,.the-· doing itself be..;.

". comes ;the .focal. point .of;yourattention.~Your doing then

.becomes :a,channelthrough which consciousness enters this

world. This .means' there is .quality .in', what you do, even in .

the most.simple action, like turning. the pages .iIi the· phone
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book or' walking across·· the~room.···The main purpose'; for .'

turning: the pages is .to turn' the pages; ·t~e.; secondary'pur~

pose is to· find a phone number. The main:·purpose.for

walking across .the:room"is' to walk' across. the. room;'the sec­

ondary purpose is to pick up a book at ~he other:end, and

the moment· you. pick ·up the book, :that ·becomes.your

main·~urpose.

'Youmay, remember theparad6x.; of·t'imewe .m~ntioned··

earlier:Whatever'you';do takes time;; and yet it is always

n~w: •.. So while your inner. purpose is to·.negate time,your

outer purpose :necessarily involves: future' and': so' could llOt

exist'without time. But. it·is always se~onda~Wh'enever ,

_,you.·become anxious' or stressed,outerpurposeha:s ... taken'

.over~;and .you :lost sightof:'your'inner' purpbse.:You 'have

:forgotten that your state'of constiousnessis primary, all else

seconda~

";Would living·like;this:.not. stop me'from looki~g.·to;.achieve

.:something:great? My]ear is,that.,. I'will'remain stuck ·uJith doing lit- .

:tle·things for the', rest oj my .lift,-thingsthat·are:oj,noconsequertce.

; I'm afraid oj never risingabovemed~ocrity,;never:di:lrinito:'achieve .

,·'anythinggreat, ·:notfulfillingmypotential.

The'great ,arises,'outof small things that·are honored' and

cared, for. Everybody's'life really·consi~tsof.smallthings~

·Greatn'ess·is ·amental·· abstraction and ,a favorite fantasy 9f
: ,

the lego.. ~heparadox is that thefound~tio~forgreatness'is ,

. .. honoring the·' small· things'of the present-moment··instead· of

pursuing. the idea of greatness..The·present'moment is al-
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ways small.-in the sense that it is always simple, but con­

cealed within .it lies· the greatest power. Like the atonl, it· is·

one ,of the smallest things yet contains enornl0us:power.

.Only when youoalign yourself with the present moment do

you.·have access to that po~er. Or it may be more ·true·to .

say that. it- t~en ha.s access. to you and through you to this

world. Jesus was :referring to. thi~ power when ne said, '.'It.is

not 1 but the Father within me who ..does the works." And

"l·can of my~own'selfdo·nothing."l Anxiety, stress, and

-hegativity·cu~··•• you 6.ff .. from .that·power.The illusion that

you·.are,separate:from.the ·powe.r .that runs the ~universe re­

turns.You feeLyourself to·be·alone-aga~n, struggling against

something or trying' to·. achieve: this or·that~.But why did

,anxiety, stress, or negativity arise? Because y~u turned ~way

..from··the.presentmoment. And.why did you do that? You

thought:isomethin'g else was more important.·You forgot

your main purpose'.·.·One·· small err:or,. one misperception,

;creates"a-world of suffering.

. Through the present moment, you have access to the

power:ofJife itself: that which has.traditionally ·been .called

"Godt'.As soon 'as you 'turn away fronl it, God. ceases· to be a
," ~ /

reality-in'your'life, and all you are left with is·the ~ental con­

'cept of God, whichsome:peoplebelieve.. in 'and qthersd~ny.

Even.. belief in ". God· is •only,a poor substitute. for the.livin.g

.reality.of·God manifesting every.moment of,your. life.

. Would co1J1PIete harmony uJith the ,preSetlt)nome!1t' not imply

the cessation oj all, mo~ement? Doesn't the 'existence. oj any goal
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imply that th.e~e is a temporary disruption in that harmony with

"·the presen·~.:moment.andperhaps·a>reestablishment of harmony.·at·a

higber or morecomplex'o;level once the: goal- 'has been attained? ,J .
. . I

im~gine~ that the,saplingthat'pushes:its way through the:s()ilcanJt

be in.totar harmony withthe"'prese~tmoment either1}ecause 'it:has.

agoat: Jtwants to·becon1e·abig tree~" Maybe ,on~eithas 'reached.

-maturity it wiU.Uve·in ·harmony with" thepresent.momeni.

The sapl~~g'doesn'twantanythii1gibecause:it.isat·one

.with 'i:hetotality,and t~e. totality aCts' through. it.'· "Look' at

,.the;liliesofthe'field/how:they·gtow;'·.saidJesus,:?theytoil

.not,:neitherdo th~yspin.Yet;e"VenSolo'1llon'inallhisglory

.was not arr.ayed Jikeon:e:of these.'~2"We·cotild~.say··;that- the'"

. totalily-'-'Lif~u)ants.the' sapling·to 'be~ome .. a tree"but the

saJ;>ling'doesn't see itself as separate~from:life .and so'wants

nothing for itsel£>It is orie·with·~h~tLife ·wants~.; That's·

why-it isrt'tw9rried ,o'r stressed. And ifoit. hast(Jdie prema­

turely, itdi~s with ease~ It is as.surrenderedin;~eath;as,i~ is

inJife~ It'senses,no matter how.obsctlrely,dts 'rootedness'in

Being, the forlTlless·and-eterrtal one Life~

;Like. the' Taoist, sagesiof. ancient, •China, Jesus' likes·,'to

draw ouratten~on to nature because he sees a, power at

work' in It that humans'. have lost' touch·: with.· Itis:thectea­

tive 'power ·of the universe.. Jesus goes onto say that :if:'God

clothes simple,·~owers... in such beauty; how:muchmore·will

God.clotheyou. ". ·That is·to say,'" that:while .nature is a beauti-

.ful expre~sion·of the evolutionary .impulse 'oftheuniverse,
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when .. humans .become aligned.with. the .intelligellc~ that
. .{ ;'

_ .underlies. it; they .. will .express that' ,same .. inlpulse on ,ca

higher,' more "Yondrous level.

,So be t~ueto life by beingtrue to your inner:purpose.As.

youbeconle present and thereby total 'in.what you>do"your

actions become charged with ~piritualpower.A~ first th~re

may be' no noticeable change in what YOtt do-only the how-

:·changes..Your primary'purposeis now to enable consciotis­

ness·to fiow'-into ,what Y9udo.The sec;ondarypurpose is

, whatever YQuwant .to achieve through the doing. Whereas

the notion of purpose before 'was alwaysa~s0ciatea.with fu...,

ture"there.:.isnow a·deeper purpose. that. can. only be found "

in the' present, through the denial of time~ ".

.Whenyou ..·meet ·with "people, at .work O]}" wherever it

·may,be~ give them your: fullest attention. You'are:D.o longer

there'prim~rilyasa,person"but asa field of awareness, of

.alert Presence. The·original··reason for· interacting with··the "

other, person~buying.or selling· s'omething, requesting or

giving information,: and so' on--now· becomes secondary.

"The field of awareness· that arises;between you becomes the

primary.purpose .for· the .irtteraction~ .That space of. aware­

ness·becomes more important t~an what you may.be.·talk­

ing, about, ,more' importa~t .than .',physical .or thought

objects. The human Being becomes'moreimportant than

the things of this world. It does' not mean you neglect

whatever needs. to .be done ..on· a·practical·level. In (act, the
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doing unfolds not'only more easily,; but more ," powerfully ;

"when~he: ~imensionofBeing' isacknowiedged ,and so be­

comes' prinla~The arisjng of that-unifying field" of aware-

,/nessbetween human,~'beingsis,'the: most' essential·factor 'in

;'relationshipson the'"new ';earth.'

Is then~tiol'l ,of success just,an'egoicillusion?Ho,w'do,'we"mea­

sure'true success?

The·'worldwill· tell you' that' success is .a'chieving,what .

you set. out'to'do~','It Will, tell,.you·,that success·is winning,

that 'fin.ding' recogtlition'·'and/or ·prosperity are'e'ssentialin- ,

gte'dients in anysuctess.AlL:or,·someofthe above are usu~

"~ally·by.;..pro·ducts.,of success,' but ,they/are not "success."The

conventional· notionof~success is concerned with, the out­

.c01?-1e' of w~at you do.' Some say that success is the,result<;>f

:a'contbination'.'of ;hard 'work· and.luck,:ordeterminatiort

·andtalent,.:orbeing in·the·right 'place at ,th'e right time.

While.any·,:ofthes·e: may ..be determinants of 'success, they'

,are' 'not ·its,·essel1ce."What'\the ,world 'doesn't" .tell ,you-"-

. because it doesn'tknow-·is that·you.cannot be~ome success­

ful. You can ,only' be successful. Don't leta,mad·world' tell '

YOll that'success' is anything other· than 'a sllctessfulpresent

moment. ','A~d -what is that? ,There; is .a' s~nse, ofqualit)r '. in

what you do; even themostsirnpleaction.Quality: implies

carea·hdattentio1'l:,.which cOrrlewithawareness~;Qualityre­

quires your Presence.

Let's say that you' are a businessperson and after two' years

. of intense stress.and'strain yo~ fina~y manage to .come' out.

YOUR INNE,R.· PU..R,POSE

.with a :product or service that sells well and makes money.

Success?In-conventional terms, yes. In reality, you spent

two'years;.polluting your" body,as well: as the earth with

negative energy,' made yourself and those around' you mis­

erable, and affected nlany others you n~ver.even met. 'The

¥Iiconscious' assumption behind <all. such action is. that suc­

cess js a future event,and ,that, the 'end justifies thenlealls.

But'the.end andthe,lllearis,.are one.,.And if the means did

notcontribute.tohumari happiness, neither will the ·end.

'-1.7he., outcome" -which:is-inseparable. from the actions that

led 'to it" is already. ,cont~nlillated .by t40seactiqns and so

will create;.r-further. unhappiness. This ,is karlnic action,

whichis the unconscious' perpetuation ,of unllappiness.

':As 'you :already· ,know, your, secondary 'or outer ,purpose

lies within the dimension of time, whileyo~r mainpurpo.se

.is;'inse~arable .from',the .Now·and.:therefore req~ires the

negation of, time. How 'are they .reconciled? By realizing

that Y9ur entire ,life journey' ultimately COl1sists of the step

you".are,;.taking at ,this monlent.~ .There is always, only this

one step, and so' you ,give' it your- fullest', attentiol1.This

doesn't mean you ,don't know -where.you ~re,going; it just

,means this ,step is primary, the,destination secondary.·,And

what-you encounter at your.destination;once_you g~t there

depend~9n' the~-" quality-of this one step. Another way' of

'putting,:it:, What the'futur~holdsf<?ryou. depends on your

'state.:of·consciousness now.

, \yhen doing becomes. infused with the tinleless quality.
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.of Being, that is success. UnlessB.eingflows irito.doing, ,un~

less you: are' present, .youloseyourself: in·whatever.'You,: do.

You also los~ yourself in thinking, as well as in your reaC-'

tions· to ,what :happens externally. .' .

What'exactly do you mean'whenyou.sai "¥ouloseyourselj"?

The ,·essence of· who ,'you 'are' ·is:c()nsciousness~·.·.Whe·n

consciousness (you) becomes 'completelyidet1~ified: with

·thinking and thus forgets its essential: nature, it los~s itself

in ;thought. When' it'becomes identified:with ";Il?-ental­

en1otional formations 'such aswanting:,·.a~d,feating~the

.. primarylhotivatingforces ofthe ego-"-it loses itse~jn,those

formations. Consciousness also"loses itself\vhenit ,identifies

with'acting,,'an.~.,reacting'to"what,happens~'<Everythought,

every desire or fear, every action o~ ·reaction, is theninfused ,

~ith,';a, false'~ense 'of self 'that is 'incapable' ofsensiIlg,the'

simple joy of Being, and so seeks pleasure,; arid ,s6~etimes

~ven pain; as ,substitUtes fot it. This, is living in forgetful­

ness' of Being.~:I~ 'tliat, state'of forgetfulness of .who' you

, ."are, eyerys~ccessis:nol11orethan'a,passiIig:delusion. 'What- '

ever you .achieve,soon'you will be·. unhappy again,. or som~

ne\y·problem. or. dilemma will draw· your 'attention ,in

con1pl~tely..

.HowdoLgofromrealizingwhar my inner pu~pose, is tofinding

out whatJam supposed to·· do on ,theouter·1evel?·'

The, outer purpose .varies greatly from perso:n" to. person,

and no' outer purpose lasts forever. ItissubjectLtd, time 'and

YOUR INNER~PU,RPOSE

then· replaced'by some other ·purpose..,The: extent to which

dedication to,th~innerpurpose:of:·awakeningchanges -the

external circumstances 'of'yourJife ,also varies, greatly.'"For

some. people;:. there 'is :a sudden:'or" gradual break:with ,their

past:·· thei~work;).iving situation~ frelationships-.everytJ.iing

·undergoes:·profourid.:change.·Some of the 'change may 'be

,initiated by themselves/not,through :an agonizing decision­

making process 'butbya:..,sudden realization~r recognition: .

This~iswhatIhave to:do~ The'depision'arrives ready.;;made,

.so·'to/speak. 'oIt:;,:comes.through.; awareness;.not .through

thinking~'<You wake'· up' one, morning 'and you know what

to ·do~.Sorp.e peop~e.find:themseives~alking·,~ut.ofanin-

. sane>.work!environment 'or'.' living situation.·So ,before you

.'discover. what -is right ·,fof: you,on~he. exterria1level, befo.re

you:discover what works,w~at.'-is' ,'compatible with the

awakening consciousne'ss,'you may, have, to:find' out what is

notright,.what.,no longer.works; ..what is incompatible :with ,"

yourinner purpose..'

'Other kinds·.of change, may suddenly ~ome t~ ,you' from

without. o:Achance :meeting brings ,new' opportunity'a~d

expansion,into; your. life. "A .long-standing obstacle or con~ .

'flict.:dissolves.' Your friends either go' through this inner .

transform,ation,·c:withyou 'or drift out of your life. ·,Some· re~

lationships., dissolv~,', othersdeepen~you: ..may·get- laid off
, .

frorrfyourjo~, .oryoubecome an· agent·;forp.ositive· change

·~t your'workplace~, Your' spouse·:l~aves you, or· you.reach a
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new level 'of intimacy.:Some changes:may look,negative~on

the su~acebut:you>willsoon:realizethat spaceisbeing,cte­

ated .in'your,life'for something:rtew to emerge. '
, "

There,> may' be:; a period.of',insecurity,,:and'ilncert,ainty.

What 'should I·do?::As:the'ego :is, 'no Jonger .running your i,

life;, the 'psychological,need'for'~external:securi~,which'is

illusory 'anyway", lessens.;You.are .able to live:withuncer­

taint)',::even enjoy it.. ,When you: become::comfortable ..~th

uncertainty,;, infinite :possibilities 'open;' up 'in your life~ It

means'" fear is no~ longer a dominant:factor j'n. what < you 'do

and :no' longer prevents ,you: from taking::'action, to :inltiate

change." The· Roman, philosopher Tacitus .' rightly .observed

that "the desire for safetystands"againstevery'greatandilo­

ble.'enterprise.".' Ifunc~rtainty is unacceptable ,"::to '.you; it

turns, ..into fear. Ifitis perfectly acceptable, .it turns: into in..;.

creased:~veness;alertness, ,and.,cre~tivity.,

Many years ago, as a result .of 'a' strong inner impulse, ,I

walked out of an' academic career that the world would have

,called "promising~". stepping into' complete, uncertainty; and

'out of that,',after ,several.·.·years, emerg~d·my:ne~. incarna­

tion as a· spiritual teacher.: Muchlater,'s<?mething::similar

happene4 again~.The,,impulse came: to' give uP.,'nly home in

Englandand.move ·to the West .Coast ofNorth:America~I .

. obeyed that impulse,:although:I:didn't,kriowthe re~son':for

it. Out 'of that' .move:intouncertairttycame' The Power if
Now, most of which was 'written inCaliforniaand:'British

Columbia ,while I didn't have a home of my· own. I had
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virtually no .income and lived; on my 'savings, which ': were

quickly:running,·out. In fact, everything'fell into place beau- .
( , - .

" tifully.,I:ran Ollt' of money just:when I was, getting ~clo~e, to

finishing writing. I bought·. a lottery ticket,andwon'$I"oOO,

which~ept:Ill.egoirig for another month.

Not ev~rybody,:.however,.will-;have ·to 'go, through drastic

cp.ange;jnth~ir external. circumstances. At the other en'd of

the specn;um:you have people :who, stay; exacdy.where they

are .and~eep ·.doing· ·whatever:they'·.are·:;·doing. ,~For them,

only· the~how ;'changes,.not:the ,tvhatThis is 'n~tdtie': to :fear

or inertiaj ,What they ',are doingyalready'is:: a. perfect ~vehicle

for consciOusness to" come .into this, world, and ··.it. needs no

,other.. They too. bring into manifestation the new earth;.".

,.Sh'ouldn~t <.this ::be· the;" cas~ for"everybo'dy?lffulfilling: your inner

purpose' is:'-,befngat 'one with the,:presentmoment,. why should'any­

b04yfeel t~e :need to ,,remove themselves from their current.work 'or

living :situation?

Being at,one with,whatisdo~sn't.,meanyou ,no.longer

- initiate ,change· or,become' incapable:of. taking, action..But

the,motivation.to· take ,action comes from, a deeper' level~

not ,fromegoic wanting orfeating. It:lnera~gninentwith

the 'presentmom'ent:'opens':yourcons,~iousness.and brings it

,~.ntoa1ignment.,with the~whole, o£which .thepresent:mo~

ment'jsan integral part..The whole, :' the totality of' life,

then; acts, through you.

What do you· mean' by the whole?

On the one ha~d, the whole comprises all that exists. It
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is th'e world ,or the, cosmos~:Butalhthingsjn,\existenc.:e, ,~om

microbes:; t~hunlan:'"beingsto,galaxies,::are'not really sepa- "

ratethings\or~ntities,: but'form, p'art .ofaweb of intercon­

nected multidimensio~al"processes.,." /;!., ,

There, are two reasons' wHywe.don't ,seethis.'!unjty,'why

we: see ::things"as,separate.'One is :perception;;'w~ch,reduces

reality to .what is;accessible' "to ..;us through, the',small ::range

of our senses:<;what ,:we "'can'see, hear,smell~,taste;'an:d

to~ch..·But when we ,perceive' without. interpr~ting..,or.~men~

tar.Jabelingf;~hich;:meanswithout,adding' thought<.to·:our

perceptions,'.,vye:,canactually'still,sens~."the .deeper:connect­

,edness,:underneath",ourperception: of .'seemingly' separate

thingS.

,The<,other~ 'more serious ',reas011' ;for thedllusion"of ';s'epa­

rateness) is, compulsive tJIinking. It,is;when: wer are: trapped

in'..incessantstrearp.s. 'of '. compulsive .• thinking: that/ theuni~

. verse'really, disintegrates 'for us, and we lose,the".abilityto

sense" the intetconriectedness', :of all: that exists.. ,ThInking

cuts ,reality.' up: into':lifeless':fragm~nts ..Extremely\,unintelli-,

gent anq·qestructive ~cti()n' arisesout.ofsuch' a.·fr~gmented

viewof'reality~:

:However~·there.isa~'even. deeperle~elto,the.'whole that;l'

the 'interconnectedness ,.of everything in-existence.. :Atthat

deeperlevel,alltmngs·are·one.ltis th~ 'Source, the unman­

ifested one Lif~. It is the'timelessintelligenc~' ;t~at manifests

,as 'a universe unfoldi~g intii11e~,.
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. ,
The,'whole;is,madeup'ofexistence and Being, the man-

"ifested',and,the unmanifested, the,worldand'God'. So when

you become aligned with the whole" you become a :<:on­

s.cious,pa;rt;'ofthejnterc~nnectedness of the whole arid its

, purpose: the: 'emergenceof·consciousness:intothis world.
, , ,

'..:As',a result?, :spontaneous'helpful occurrences"chance 'en-

c,ounters~ coincidences~'" and ~ynchronistic' events. happen

much"more.' frequendy:, Carl Jung called:synchronicity"an

",acausal connecting principle." This means, there.· is,' no

causal connection between synchronistic events on our sur­

face. level of re~ty. It is·' an outer mClnifestation' of 'an un­

derlyingintelligence behind. ~he world of appearances and a I

deeper connectedness that our mind cannot understand.

But we can beconsciousparticipan~ in the ,unfolding of

that iritelligen'ce, the ,flowering consciousness.
, ,

Nature exists'in a state of unconscious oneness with the

w~ble. This, :for example, is whyvirtually"no w~danimals

were killed in'the tsunami disast~r·of 2oo4.-Being more in

touch ,with the ~otality than humans, they 'could sense the

tsunami's· approach. long 'before it .could 'be seen or .heard

and so had time tow~thdraw t~ higher, terrain. Perhaps

'even that i~,tpoking at it from a· human perspective. They

;probably just found:themse~vesmoving to .higher .' terrain.

D?ingthisbecauseof that is the mind's way of,cutting,up

reality; whe~eas nature 'lives in unconscious oneness ~it~

the whole. It is our purpose and, destiny to· bring: a ,new
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dimension-into' this .world by living in conscious·.oneness

with, the totality: and .conscious 'alignment with· .universal

. .intelligence. ~

Canihe.wholeuse the numanmind to create things "or ~ri~g'

about situations"that
y

are in alignment with .. its:purpC!se?

'Yes, whenever there.is inspiration, which, tra~slates as "in

spirit,',' and.enthusiasm, which::means"in:God," there 'is a'

"creative, empowerment that'go'es far:.-~eydi1d what .a:mere

·person·is'~apable: o£ .

'ANew Earth

Astronomers'.have.:discovered..evidence '. to .suggest that the

universe .came into·existence f1fte~n billion .years ago ina

gigantic'explosionand has been expa~dingever·since.-Not

onlyihas it b~efi '~xpandirig, but it is alsogr?wi~g in com­

.plexity and b'ecomi~g'rhore:andmore:differentiated~Some

scie~tists' also postulate that this .movement from unity to

multiplicity, willeventu~ybecome reversed..The.universe

will ... then.:stop.expanding.and·.begin· to .. contract again. and

finallYf.return· to' the· unmanifested"the·-inconceivable ':no':

.-thingnessoutof which itcam~and perhaps repeat the

cycles"of:birth,expansion, contraction,. and.death· again an~

again, For what purp~se?"Whydoes the universe go to all

the·1:;>otherof .existing?" asks·.·p.hysicist Stephen' Hawking,
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