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The Laws of Prosperity

As ....e begin this siudy or prosperity and how it fuov
lions according 10 the Word oC God, let's read the basic
Scriptures on which our 'Whole study is founded. let me
mention here that we arc pulling the Word of God first
and foremost throughout this study, nOI what we IhinK it

says but what it actually says! When we see it in tbe Word.
believe it. and begin to act on it, faith is created. "Faith
comelh by hearing, and hearing by (he word of God" (Ro
mans 10: )7).

As you read our basic Scriplure lexl, remember that Je
sus said in John 17: 17, .•... thy word is truth." For a
clearer meaning substitule ,h~ Word for truth as foHows:

"Beloved. I wish above all things that lhou mayes! pros
per and be in health. even as Ihy soul prosperelh. For Ire·
joiced greatly, when the brethren came and leslified of the
truth (the Word) that is in thee, even as thou walkest in
the truth I the Word]. I have no grel'lIer joy than to hear
Ihat my children walk in trulh[the Word]" (3 John, verses
2·4 ).

It would be good 10 point out that when the Apostle
John wrote this epistle, he was an old man l'lOd had been in
the Christian walk for a long. long time-in fact, from the
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time of his youth. He had walked with Jesus and watched
Him closely throughout His earthly ministry. John was a
wise old man, strong in the Lord, and he said, "I wish
above all things that you prosper and be in health."

Through our traditional ideas we have been led to be
lieve that prosperity is bad or ungodly. However, John
writes that we should prosper and be in health and then
says in verse II, "Beloved, follow not that which is evil
but that which is good. He that deeth good is of God: bu:
he Ihat doeth evil hath not seen God." If prosperity is evil,

why would he want us (a prosper? You see, there is nothing
wrong with prosperity in itself. Money is not the root of all
evil. The love of money is the root of all evil (see I Timo~

thy 6: 10), and there are people committing this sin who
don't have a dime! I want you to realize, however, that
prosperity covers much more than finances.

When John said we should prosper and be in health, he
added the phrase, ..... even as thy soul prospereth."
Man is a spirit; he has a soul consisting of the mind the
will, and [he emotions; and he lives in a body. Thus, ;here
is spiritual prosperity; there is mental prosperity; and
there is physical prosperily.

To prosper spiritually, you must be born again. When
you accept Jesus as your Saviollr and make Him the Lord
of your life, your spirit is reborn and brought into fellow

ship :-vith your Father, the Almighty God. This then puts
you In the position to receive from Him all the things
promised in His Word.

To prosper in your soul, you must be able to cOl/lrol

your mind, your will, and your emotions. Just because you
have accumulated a large amount of knowledge does not
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mean that your mind is prosperous. Prosperity of the mind
comes when you use the knowledge thai has been accumu
lated-when you are controlling your mind instead of your
mind controlling you. Second Corinthians 10: 5 says we are
to cast down imaginations and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God (or against the Word
of God), bringing into captivity every thought to the obe
dience of Christ. The person who does this has control of his
mind and is in position 10 prosper mentally. You cannot
control YOllr mind complelely w;lholll the Word of God
being alive lind operating inside you.

You must control your will in the same way. Some peo
ple say. "Lord. help my will to crumble." God doesn't
want a broken will that He can dominate. He wants your
will whole and in submission to His will, so that the two of
you can work together in unity. When God made man, He
gave him a will that has power. It is actually a godlike will
because man has the right to choose his own eternal desti
ny. Only a god has that kind of choice! Man was made in
God's image and given the will 10 make up his own mind. You
can go to hell if you want to and God will protect your
right ... you don't have to but you can. On the other
hand, you can choose Je.<;,us Christ and the Word of God.
In Deuteronomy 30: /9 God said, "1 call heaven and carth
10 record Ihis day against you, that 1 have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life,
that both thou and thy seed may live." What a privilege!
The choice is yours!

When a man's soul is prosperous, his will is in line with
God's will. How can you get in line with God's will? You
can't until yOlI know what His Word says. His Word and
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His will afe the same! An honest man can't will one thing
and say another. If you are in line with the Word of God,
you are in line with th~ will 0/ God.

Let's discuss our emotions as part of the soul. The per·
son who is emotionally prosperous can control his emo·
tions. I used to think this meant never showing emotions,
but that's not so. Jesus had complete control over His e.rno-

tions, yet He wept at the tomb of Lazarus! The important
thing is that His weeping didn't cause Him to join the
grief-stricken throng of people. He continued to move in
the spiriL He put His priorities where they belonged and
raised Lazarus from the dead. He showed emotions but He
was not moved by them.

You will never be healthier or more prosperous than
your soul. You can be born again, even filled with the
Holy Spirit, and still not be prosperous in your soul. For
instance, an old saint of God, living in poveny, can pray
revivaJ down on a church, get everybody in town saved.
and be lying in bed sick the whole time-if she docs not be
Iieye the Word of God for her heolth! She can do these
things, never knowing the fullness of the infilling of the
Holy Spirit and speaking with other tongues, even though
healing and prosperity belong to her all the time. You see.
her soul was not prosperous in these areas; her mind had
not grasped the full meaning of Ihe Word of God; her
mental computer had never been fed on God's Word con
cerning healing, the Holy Spirit, and prosperity. She knew
the Word cnough to seek salvation and revival and used
this knowledge to pray down the power of God. Her soul
was prosperous in this area.

The world's definition of physical prosptrity (prosperity
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of the senses) includes gold, silver, financial favor or power,
political favor or power, and social favor or power. The
world's definilion of mental pro.rperity (prosperity or the
soul) is ·'knowing it all." Pul these two ideas together and
you have a person who can use his mind 10 get financial
and political power. This as the world's tolal concept of
prosperity. You can easily see its drawbacks! WeaJth and
power cannot answer every problem. Money makes a lousy
god! It can't buy good health or prevent sickness and dis
ease from taking over the human body. Yes, it can go 10
ward buying it, but the world's syslem of healing just isn't
good enough. In the menial realm a person can have all
the facts in his head and not have the ability to use that
knowledge to obtain the money or the health that he

needs.
What produces spiritual, mental, and physical prosperi.

ty? What brings all these areas together? The Word of
God. The Bible says in Hebrews 4: 12 that the Word is
alive, powerful, and sharper than a Iwo-cdged sword. 11
says that it divide.1i the soul and the spirit. the joints and
the marrow. and that it is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. Whm you ore wDlking in 'he Word of

God, yOIl will pro.''Ipa anti be i" health.
We cannot seule for prosperity in the physical or the

mental realm only. It would be easy just to scule for spirit·
ual prosperity~ bUI we can't afford to be lazy anolo -diS
count physical and mcnlal prosperity simply because we
are saved and filled with the 1101y Spirit. 11 is thc will of
God for us to be made whOle-spirit, soul, and body-and
10 be kept that way until the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ (see I Thessalonians 5:23). A.. you walk in the light
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of God's Word, you will become prosperous in every area
of your life.

Spiritual and Physical Law

We must understand that there arc laws governing every
single thing in existence. Nothing is by accident. There are
laws of the world of the spirit and there are laws of the
world of the natural.

The laws of the world of the natural govern our activi.
ties in this natural, physical world. We don't noat; we walk,

If the law of gravity were not in action, we would noat.

These physical laws can be manipulated. For instance, the
law of gravity is used when Oying an airplane, but it is

superseded by another physical law, the law of lift. When
you put the law of lift into operation, you can Oy; but you
must know something about the law of gravity in order to
use the law of lift. You don't do away with the law of
gravity; you just supersede it with a higher law. These are
natural, physical laws, and they govern this natural,
physical world.

We need to realize thai the spiritual world and its laws
are more powerful than the physical world and its laws,
Spiritual law gave birth to physical law. The world and the
physical forces governing it were created by the power of

faith a spirilUal force, God, a Spirit, crealed all maHer and

He created it with the force of faith. Hebrews 11:3 says,

" ... the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do llP~

pear," The law of gravity would be meaningless if gravity
were not a real force, It is Ihe force of gravity which makes
the law of gravity work, In Ihe same way, spiritual law would
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be useless if the force of faitll were not a real force; but faith i,l'

a real force. Faith is ~ spiritun! force, a spjrjlllal energy, a
spiritual power, It is Ihis force of faith which makes t,he
laws of the spirit world function. When the force of. failh
is put to work, Ihese laws of the spirit function accordmg 10

the way God says they will. .
Romans 8:2 says, "For the law of the Spirit of life m

Christ Jesus hath made me free from the Jaw of sin and
death." There arc two functional laws in the world of the

spirit One, the law of sin and death, was put into ope~a·

tion by Adam when he disobeyed God in the Garde~ of
Eden, The other, the law of the spirit of life, was put mto

operation by Jesus Christ at His Resllrrecti~n. The law of

the spirit of life is the master law under whIch we operate
as children of God, It supersedes the law of sin and death,

·and faith causes it to function, There are certain elements
"'which, when comhined, will bring forth the result God in

tends. Salvation is avaihlble 10 every human being on the
fnce of the earth because the Word says Ihat anyone who

calls upon Ihe name of the Lord shall be saved (see, J~I
2:32; Rom:lOs 10: 13). This higher spiritual law of life IS

here in the earth. bUI every day people die and go to hell.

Why? 13ccause the 1:lw of salvation hasn't been put to work

in their partictdar lives. It will work only when il is put to
work.

Thi~ same rule i~ true in prosperity. There are certain

laws governing prosperity revealed in God's Word. Faith

causes thcm to function. They will work whcn they arc put

to work, and Ihey will SlOp working when the force of faith
is stopped,

The Bible says tliut God's Word is established forever
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jlncJ it is I.aw (su I Peter 1:25). When God speak .., lIis

_wDr.ds becornc_la\l! in lh_c world QJ lh{: spirit._Jesus_~id.

"Man shall nol live by bread alone, but by ~very wC?fd jhat
proceedclh OUI of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4).

The sucees.~ funnulas in the Word of God produce

results whcn u~d as directed. Mark II :23 says.
.... _ whosoever Jooh.. 11 say unlo this mounlain. Be thou
removed. and be thou C3St inlo the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart. but shall believe that those things
which he saith shall come to pass; he sh3.l1 have whalsOever

he 5ailh." Here Jesus introduced a principle-a spiritual
law-Ihat works. It doesn't m:lke sense 10 the natural mind

that with faith you can have whalever you say. even

though it may be contrary to what you can see with your

physical eye; but Jesus said it and by the eternal Almighty

God, it is so! When you act on it, mi:w.: your faith with it,

and don't doubl in ynur heart, this spiritual law will work

for you!

Do you see how this functions? The laws of prosperilY

work the slime as the laws of salvation, healing, and so
forth. We are dealing wilh the same God. the same Word,

the same Jesus, the same force of faith, and the same thief,

Satan, who is trying to steal it away from you! There are

many people who have the world's idea of salvation, and

they will go to hell on it! It is wrong! Man's goOO inten·

tions have nothing 10 do with eternal salvation. You can

have good mtenlions 10 ny, but yOIl will never get off the

gro,md until you make the proper arrangements-until

you put lhe proper laws into operation. A farmer can in

lend to have a guod crop, but if he never plants the seed,

how can he pos-,,,ibly produce a harvest? These laws. both
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spiritual and physical, must be followed if you expect to

get results.
The Bible says in Deuteronomy 29:29, -rhe secret

things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us nnd to our children for

ever, that we may do all lhe words of this law." Any law
that God has ever revealed to His saints will never pass

away_ It will work every time it is put 10 work. Anything

God taught Abraham or his descendants about operating

financially will work just as well today as it did several

thousand years ago. If you don't believe it, you've neyer

met 'a Jew! The fonnulas still work and they always will!

E...ery law God has given us is recorded in His Word, and

lie sent the Holy Spirit as our Teacher to lead and guide
us in these laws and show us how they operate lor one re.!J
son-50 that we will put them to work. Each time one of

these laws operates, il glorifies the Almighty Goo who

spoke it and adds one more defeat to Satan who said it
would nOi work.

World's Sy~1ern vs. God's System

God has a highly organized system to meel the needs of

every facet of your life. The world's system of meeting our

needs works exactly opposite from God's sYSlem. God's sys
lem ;s IUlolly Ill/equate_ The world's idea of anything is
very limited at best and slands 99\}~ u percent chance of

being totally wrong. As believers we must be careful not to

limit God in our individual lives to whal the world says is

so. The problem with the world and its system of opera

lion is thai Ihere is a spiritual mad dog loose in it, and his

name is Satan.
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The world has II sy:.tem of healing that is a miserable
failure! We thank God for what good has been done with
it, but we are forced to admil il falls far short of being nde·
quate to meet the needs of the sick around us. Some men
are dedicated to it as if it were a god. The world's system
of healing makes a god of the hospital and a god of medi
cine. Actually, fur the most part it leaves God out entirely:
and without God, it will not work! There is no way to get
healing except through the power of God, either directly
by His power or by the power He built into the human
body. No man on earth can heal apart from God.

There are two choices before you-the world's system of
healing or God's system of healing. Goo's system and its
laws are contradictory to the world's system. The world
cannot understand God's system of caring for the human
body. The Bible says the things of God are foolishness to
Ihe world (s~~ I Corinthians 2: 14). God made the human
body. lie definitely should be able to repair iI. Ford Motor
Company has Ihat much sense! If they can build the whole
car, surely they can build the parts for it.

We haven't known much about the law of lhe spirit of
life in Chrbt Jesus. and a lack of understanding has caused
problems in making this law function for our benefit. The
Apostle Paul wrote, "And be nol conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind ..."
(Romans 12:2). In order to be successful at God's busi
ness, we must understand how His system works, Don't ex
pect God's best to come from the world's system, He will
work around and through it in order to reach you, but it is
always far below His best

The absolule priority in Mudying prosperity is that you
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should nt!l'U think of it from a carnal viewpoint, from the
world's attitude. You must train yourself to think in line
with God's Word. If you're not careful. when you think or
Ihe laws of prosperity, all you will see is money-only a

very small part of prosperity. Trut pros~rily ~ G.od
maniftsling Hims~lflous in His Word. Jr H~ Is.rnamfestlRg

Himself through His Word, He is always wlthan easy con·

tact because you can handle the Word. The on!y way.yo~
will have God with you on a continual dally bastS IS

through His Word. We should not judge by our feelings or
by our emolions, but by what God has said in His Wo~d.

Let's Iool.. for a moment at the world of finance. the big·

gest problem area on earlh. Sicl..ness is not our main con·
cern. There are many healthy people who are head-over
heels in debt. tlntl Goos I~()plt havt! no business ~ing in
drbl! Here a~ain, we find th:r.t the world has a system of
finance which is complex and very poor in its operation. It
continually rocl..s back and forth between the two extremes

of depres.'iion and inl1ation.
However, when you nre functioning in God's system of

finance, life can be very simple. Don't borrow from anyone
-get it from God. The problem with borrowing is that
It is controlled by the world'" system. In order to borrow,
you must subordimtle yourself to another person. Proverbs

22:7 says that the borrower is the servant of the lender. By
borrowing you subordimlte your name to another person.
This is very important because of the spiritual significance
of your name. Your name i~ the same as your natu.re. ~f

your nalllC i'i good. Ihen yOli arc good-your reputation 15

good You can LIn whatever yuur name can do. However,
when you borrow and go jnln deht to someone else, you
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bow your knee to that person and look to him as your
source of supply. This creates a spiritual problem that can
be very serious, particularly if the other person is ungod
ly.

Look. to God, He will givl! to you, not loan to you! Be
Jievers need to learn how to operate in God's system. It
isn't easy to learn; but as you search the Word, you will
have the desire to know God's system. When you begin to
operate by it and live by faith in every area of your life,
God will step in and mllke up whal you don't know. He
will put you over! The deeper you get into Ihe Word and
the more you learn, the more you will expand; the more
you expand, the more Satan will fight; the more he fights,
the bigger the victory; the bigger your victory, the more glo
ry 10 God; Ihe more glory 10 God, the more you will ex
pand! It is constant growth!

At this point, let me emphasize Satan's part in Ihis.
When you hear the Word, when you learn to believe God
---especially in the area of giving-you bl!coml! dangl!rous 10

SaJan! Jesus laughl that the sower sows the Word and Sa
Ian comes imml!diatl!/Y to lake out the Word which was

sown (see Mark 4:1-20). Why? For three basic reasons:
(I) The Word of God is the key to Ihe laws of the

spirit.

(2) The laws of the spirit govern Ihe laws of the nal
ural.

(3) Satan works in the natural world.

When you take the power of (hese laws and function
them by faith, Satan is finished! When you learn the rules
of Ihe game, he is through. lie is a defeated foe!

Lei me mention that lhese laws of prosperity will work
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for anyone, regardless of their age! My children operate
them just as successfully as my wife and t. They have
learned God's system of finance and can absolutely believe
God for anything in the world and get it! I remember
when we needed a van for the ministry to carry our equip
ment. My daughter Kellie came to me and said, «Daddy, I
want to be the first to give money for this truck." She had a
couple of dollars so she gave it, and we made an agreement
together. Then she started confessing the return on her
money and got it! It didn't take her several months, and
she didn't start Whining about it-she simply said, "1n the

name of Jesus. it's minet"
One day our little boy, who was about six years old at

the time, came in and said, "Daddy. 1 want to give my
money." No one had said anything to him, he just came
through leadership of the Lord. He doesn't fully realize
that God is directing him, he just responds to it. He's a
child. (This is how we are to respond, as children in obedi·
ence.) He gave his money into the ministry and began be
lieving God {or the reI urn. A few days later, he got it! A
six-year-old boy! II works for him proficiently! Why? Be
cause he is a born-again believer, filled with the Holy Spir
it. lie is a child of God, and he has a right to work: these
laws. It isn't a man's age that causes the law of gravity to
work; the law of gravity works because gravity is a force.
Remember, faith is a spiritual force and works by spiritual
law (sCl!RomansJ:21).

Prosperily: TIle World vs. God

Once again, we have the world's informal ion opposing
God's information. If you know what God thinks or what
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He has said, then you hnvc a very casy task of thinking and
believing the same way. If you know what God has said ,
you cannOI be deceived.

To the world. prosperity, like everything else, is com~

plclcly born of the senses, or the sense-ruled mind. The
world is governed by natural impulse and the physical sen
ses. lis slogan is Seeing is believing. If you can see it, taste
ii, hear it. smell il. or feel it, Ihen it must be true; if you

can'l contact il with your physical senses, it is not true.

As we have discussed earlier in this chapler, the world's
definition of prosperity is very limited in its scope-finan
cial ability and power, political ability and power, social

ability and power. Tn facl, it goes only this rar by its own
admission. The world itself admits that it has no power 10

overcome poverty, sicknes.~, spiritual ills, or social ills.
True pros/Jerily is the ahility to use God's power to meet

the needs oj mankind in allY realm oj life. This covers
much more lhan just finances, politics, and society. Money
is not the only degree of prosperity. You can have all the

money in the world and still be poverty-stricken spiritual
ly, mentally, and physically. Money is the lowest form of

power that exists on earth. Do yOll know what is the high~

cst? The pl)lV('r oj prayer! You can pray in the name of Je

sus, and God will use His ability to handle your situation,
whatever it is. It takes the power of God to make yOll com

pletely whole. God's power is the only power that covers

the entire spectrum of human existence. God is more than
enough!

To live a prosperous life your soul mllst prosper in (IfI
the truth of the Word. God's power is in direci relation
ship with His Word. He has used His Word to rele<lse His
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power. He has sent His Word 10 us so Ihat we may be in
contact with His great power. Isaiah was quoting God

Himself when he wrote, "So shall my word be that gocth
forth oul of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish thai which ] please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto J sent it" (Isaiah 55: II). His
power covers the entire spectrum of human existence-so

also then docs His Word. We can see it in Scriptures such
as Hebrews 1:3 th:ll says He is upholding ALL things by

the power of His Word, and Hebrews 4:12,13 that the
Word is a living thing which covers spirit, soul, body, and

thought-life. h even goes so far as to say that nothing in

the eanh is hidden from the Word of God.

Your faith is in direct relation to the level of the Word
in YOll. Get your Word-level up so that you can believe
spiritually, mentally, physically, financially, and socially.

Thus yOll will be in the position 10 handle any problem
that comes your way according to the Word of God. You
may not have the answer, bUI God has! Gelling through to
yOll is !-lis only dilliclllty! God always knows the answer,
bUl we are not always in a position 10 hear what He is say

mg.
If you know how to use Goo's ability to receive healing

and never usc it to help anyone but yourself, then it won't

work for you very long. If yOli can believe God for healing,

help someone else gel healed. Spread it around! H you

know how to believe God financially, Slarl helping the peo
ple around you. You will begin to grow as you reach out to

others.
In John 14: 18-23, Jesus was teaching His disciples and

gave the perfect outline of prosperity: "] will not leave you
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comfonless: I will come (0 you. Yel a lillie while, and the
world seelh me no more; bUI ye see me: because I live, ye
shall live also. At that day ye shall know that 1 am in my
Father. and ye in me, and' in you. He Ihat halh my com.
mandmems, and keepelh Ihem, he it is that loveth me: and
he Ihal lovelh me shall be loved of my Falher, and I will
fOlie him, allli will mflnif~sl myseJjto him. Judas sailh unto
him. nOI lscari:ll, Lord. how is il that thou wilt manifest
Ihyself unlo us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered
and said unto him, If a man love me. he will k.eep my
words: and my Falher will love him, and we will Come

IInlo him, and make ollr abode with him (ilalics added)."
This is speaking of a manifestation of God. When God

manifesls Himself to you and lives with you, Ihen you are
living in prosperity. You see, God by the Holy Spirit is
here in Ihe world. He is ready to move whenever a sinner
makes Jesus Ihe Lord of his life; bUI He will nOl manifest
Himself in a person's life until that person calls on Ilim. If
God's presence were enough, every human being on earth
\lo'CuJd gel saved brc:ause we all are in Ihe presence of the
Holy Spiril. He W:lS sem 10 eanh on the Day of Pentecost
and is still here today. The manifestation of God is the im.
ponam thing. When we operate in the Word of God,
when we L.cep His Word, then Jesus will manifesl Himself,
or make Himself real, to us. lie won't just be Ihere-He
will live Ihere! Do you see Ihe difference? If we put His
Word first in our lives, Jesus will reveal lIimself to
us. Then whenever a problelll arises in the physical realm.
we know Ihe answer is in Ilis Word. We also know the
Great One livillg in us will put us over when we act on
IImt Wnrd. nn mailer how impos."ible Ihe situalion is.
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Some people are waiting for a special manifestation of
God's grace before they will get saved, but they don't have
10 wait at all. We are born of lIis Word (sec I Peter 1:23).
If a man will confess Jesus as Lord and believe that God
has raised Him from the dead, he will be saved (sec Ro·
man.. 10:9,10). II is a llimple matter of believing God's
Word. You don't have to wait to receive salvalion-it is
being offered. Yuu don'l have to wait 10 receive prosperilY
-it is being offered. These things are offered by Je."us in
His Word.

You I..now. the Dible says in Philippians 4: 19 Ihat God
will mcct your needs according 10 /lis riehl'S in glory by
Christ }l!S'U, not according 10 your need. I have heard it
preached that if you ask God for one hundred dollars but
need only Iwenty dollars, you'll probably just get ten dol·
lars. You won'l find that in the Bible, but God does say:

'·Dcliglll thyself in Ihe Lord; and 1 will cause thee 10
ritle upon the high places (If the earth" (Isaiah 58: 14).

"If ye he willing and nbedient, ye shall eat Ihe good of
the land" (I ..aiah I: 19).

"What Ihings soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them. and ye shall have them" (Mark:
11:24).
..... )'C have nUl, because yc ask not" (James 4:2).
When you act on the Word of God, the desires of your

heart will begin 10 grow and line up with God. Then He
can couse till grace 10 ahound toward you (sec 2 Corinlhi
:iIlS 9:R). The first slep is 10 gel your mind off of yourself.
Ilegin 10 lake up the need~ of Ihe body of Christ as if they
were your own. The Word stales very plainly that if a man
comes to you needing food and c1olhe.'i. don't just pray for
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him and scnd him away cold and hungry. Feed him and
clothe him!

Another thing, God will not just meel your needs ac
cording /0 YOllr job. Businessmen have come 10 me and
said lhat Ihese Ihings work rorme only becausc J.am a preach
er, bUI this is foolishness! I l.now preachers everywhere it's
not working for. Some men say, "Dut J don't have the op
portunity for people 10 give 10 me. fm not out preaching.
They don'l Ihink of me when they give. I have to worl for

mine." Well, if you have more faith in your job and your

own ability to work than you have in the Word of God,

then it definitely won't work for you. God will cenainly

usc what is available in your job to bless you or even get

you a beuer one, bul He is nOI limited 10 your job unle:.u

you limit Him 10 it. If you will ~lOP and thinl for a mo
ment. God did not m:lke His Covenant with a preacher:
He made it with a farmer, a working man named Abram
The Scriplures "how thnt Abram lurned 10 Ihe Sodomite
ling and said, "I dun't even want the string from your san
dal because you could say II llIan made Abram rich" (see

Genesis 14:23). No man made Abraham rich. God made
him rich. Can you see this?

There is a bnsic. fundamental truth Ihal runs through

OUI Ihe enlire Bible, throughout God's histnry of dealing
with man. Every lime there was a need, no matlcr what

Ihal need was, Gud hrad a man somewhere who had the re

sources-spiritually. mentally, or financially-to meet thai

need. For Israel. there was Muscs. For Ihe world, Ihere was
Jesus. For Jesus, there wa.o; a lIlan with a donkey. For Ephe

sus, there was Paul. The Bible says God gave gifls 10 men

-apostles. prophel". evangelius, pastors, teachers (see
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Ephesians 4: It). He has a man to provide every need. No
one person will ever be so spiritual that he doesn't need

other people. We all need one nnother. .
Begin to include Ihe body of Christ in your needs. Begm

to include the lost in your needs. If a man came to you
needing clolhes and you didn't have any clothes to give
him both of you would be in trouble, You need clothes for

you~U and you need to be able 10 supply him with

clothes. Jesus said, "Why do you worry aboul what you
will eat and what you will wear? Your Heavenly Falher
knows you have need of these things" (see Matthew 6:31,
32). But He also said, "Give, and it shall be given unto
you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together,

and running over, shall men give into your bosom" (Luke

6:38).
When I realizet.l thi" and began to consider Ihe needs of

others before my own, I found that my needs were met su

pernaturally! It wns uncanny! I had spent practic.ally all of
my adult life in debl. It seemed that every buslOC:SS ven
ture I tried jusl fell apart, leaving me even further IR debl.
Then J lurned to the Lord. delermined to commit myself
10 !lis Word, and beg.an walking my bedroom floor with
my Bible in my 11<;;1. shouting at the lOp of my voice. "My

God meet" all m), need.. accurding to 'lis riches in glory by
Christ Jesus!" I juS! "cpt confessing this hour after hour,

day after day! My ... ilu:lIion IUt1"ed absolutely impossible at

the time! I hnd no place to preach and nothing much 10
say! (One thing I cell/ltl say was, "My God meets aU my
needs according tn Hi:- richcl> in glory by Christ Jesus!" J
"new that sentence very well!) Eleven monlhs later I was

completely out of dehl. In the meantime. J learned to in-
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elude other people in my needs by giving to them and get
ting involved with them. When I began 10 give, I suddenly
realized one day how very busy I was with God's work.
Years have come and gone and J haven't caught up yet.
Whcn yOll do this, God will move heaven and earth if nec
essary to reach you.

Now, a big question in Ihe minds of many Chrislians is
Does Salall bless people {inanciaJJy? Many limes it looks as
though Ihe ungodly men have all the money, but Ihis is
not true. There is marc wealth hidden away than they will
ever possess. The Bible says plainly that God will cause us
to have the hidden wealth of the world, the hidden riches
of Ihe secret places (see Isaiah 45:3). The Word tells us
that the wealth of the sinner is laid up for Ihe just (see

Proverbs 13:22). Why then does the sinner have it? Be
cause therc are certain f:lcets of financial law that will
work when put to work. Israel has proven this. God taught
Abraham certain Ihings that the Jews are using today and
they are still working. You won't find a Jew who believes
in poverty, because poverty is not in Ihe Old Covenant. It
is in religion, nOI in the Dible. It was put into Chrislianity
as a religion during the Dark Ages when Ihe Word was tak.
en from the people and put away in monasteries. Poveny
oaths were fed into Christianily when the religious hier
archy took Over. The men operating it were nOI born-again
men.

You can look al the world's syslem of finnnce and see a
perfect picture of Satan's whole pattern. It can be staled in
just a few words, "The Ihief comelh nOI, but for 10 steal,
and 10 kill, and 10 deslroy" (John I0: 10).

How do you kill a body uf water? Stop it from flowing.
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How do you kill a physical body? Stop it from function
ing.

How do you kill the body of Christ financially? Pile up
all the money in reservoirs and SlOp it from moving. Satan
is a deceiver. Absolutely nothing he docs is a blessing.
Proverbs I :32 confirms this, ..... the prosperity of fools
shall destroy them." Jt may look as if he is blessing, but he
always destroys. He always presents a dead end, no way
Qut. In fact. if you want 10 discern between the work of

God and lhe work of Satan, remember this: Salan always
tells you there is no way QUI, but Jesus says. "I am the
way" (John 14:6). Ir it is doubt, defeat, or discourage
menl, it is from Satan-ALWAY~.

By believing God and including the needs of the body of
Christ in your needs. you become an open channel for the
things of God to now through to olhers. Everything you
have received frolll God Oowed Ihrough Jesus. Did Jesus
ever lose anything by giving it 10 you? No, He still owns it
all. First John 4; 17 makes a slartling Slatemenl, "... as he
is, so are we in this world." This does not say as fie was or
as we art' somet/ay going 10 be; it says w·lle is. so are we. In
His position al the righl hand of God, Jesus has more than
cnough to give. Well, we are Hio; joinl heirs and He is
ready In see 10 it Ihat we have enough to give ( ..IU Philippi
ans 4: 10-19).

An example of this channel can be secn in the Book of
Revelation. God gave His revelation to Jesus, who signified
it 10 His servant John by His angel; the angel gave it 10
John; John was to give it 10 the churches; and Ihey, in
turn, would give it to the body of Christ who would feed it
10 Ihe world. A con..lanl ch:lnnel, a constant Oowing-.he
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now of love . . . Ihe now of power . . . the flow of
money ... the now of food . , . Ihe now of everylhing
you need!

The basic principle God has planned to use in supplying
the body of Chrisl Ilnd llUowing Ihe body of Cbrist to sup
ply the world is summed up in one verse from Eccles·
iasles, "Casl Ihy bread upon Ihe walers; for Ihou shall
find it after many days" (Ecclesiasles II; I ). Give, and af·
ler a while it will come back 10 you again. You have to sian
"casting your bread" sometimc-.tomorrow will never do.
You can't wait until your bread comes back before you cast
it OUI. Many are waiting for their ship to come in who
have never sent one out! Things don't work Ihat way. It
would be like saying 10 a stove, "Give me some heat and
Ihen I'll put in some wood." You give----Ihl!'n it will be giv·
en 10 you again. The key is 10 give continually. As you are
walking in the Word and God's prosperity is being pro·
duced in your life, you will reach a poinl when your bread
is coming back 10 )'00 on every wave! II is your job 10 pUI il
on Ihe waler. II is Gmfs job 10 see that il comes bac"! You
do your job 3nd lei God do His; Ihen you will be continually
receiving. The more you give, the more you will get; the
more you gel, the more you will have to give. God intend·
ed for Ihese Ihings 10 work Ihis way, When you get 10 Ihis
point, more will be coming in Ih<ln you can give away!

Satan operares in a way exacdy opposite from this. Every·
Ihing he does spells tillh and stoppage. When you see a
wicked man with a greal amount of wealth, you arc look~

ing al a financial reservior created by Satan to stop Ihe
now. "And Jesus looked around and said 10 His disciples,
With what difficulty will Ihose who possess wealth and
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keep on holding it enler Ihe kingdom of God'" (Mark
10:23, AMPLIFIED). If a man has a million dollars in a safe
and won't spend it, il is absolutely worthless--to him and
10 everyone around him. There are many people who
could benefit from it, but he has the channel blocked, The
only one profiling from Ihis kind of Ihing is Satan. He uses
Ihe forces of hate, fear. and greed to keep financial re·
sources locked up. Proverbs I: 19 tells us thai greed takes
away the life of its JX'SSCSSOfS. Salan can show you how to
m(Jl~ money, but he can't show you how to kup il SelfISh·
ness is n~v~r able to maintain what it builds; it alM'll)'s de·

slroys.
Suppose a man decided 10 save his left arm and just use

his right one, Ihinking thai years later when his right arm
gOI tired, he could switch over and use the left one again.
What would happen to his lefl arm? 11 would lose its ability
to function. wouldn't il? Now. this is a foolish idea but the
same principle is true for a man with one hundred thousand
dollars Slashed away because of fear thaT one of these days
there wouldn't be any money lefl.

If you are exercising Ihis kind of fear wilh a few dollars,
you are just as guilty of being a reservoir-a dead end, a sa
lanic stoppage-as the man who SlOPped up a million dol
lars. Someone with no more than a secondhand shirt can
be just as guilty of greed as a man with millions of dollars
piled up somewhere. One is jU31 as deceived as Ihe other.
To a person who is cold. a secondhand shirt looks pretty
good. As I pointed out before, the Dible docs not say that
money is the root of all evil; it says the love 01 money is the
root of all evil (Sl't' I Timothy 6: 10). and Ihere are mil·
lions of people commilling thai o;in who don'l have a dime!



37

freely

36 The Laws 01 Pros~,ity

God can do more with fifteen cents given in faith than
kings can do with mountains of gold! The lillie widow
proved Ihis with her two miles (su Mark 12:41-44). Re
member not to limit God 10 only what you CDn see and un
derstand with your head. When the entire world is com
pletely destitute, God will still have plenty and can make it
abound toward you. As fI~ is, so aTe we in this world. So
don', be afraid to become a cheerful, lreehearted giver.

In the spiritual realm as a born~again believer, you have

Life and the ability to share it with others. You need 10

learn how to give this Life to meet their needs. The Word

of God says, "How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach lhe gospel of peace. and bring glad tidings of good
things'" (Romans 10: 15). I wondered what this really

meant until I heard the story of a missionary and his fami
ly who were captured by the Japanese during World War

II. After they were taken captive. they were told thai
Washington, D.C.. had fallen, that the United Stales had
surrendered, and Ihat Japan was in conlrol. Well, you can
imagine what this did to Ihose people. They fell absolutely
hopeless! The Japanese dragged them around the country
and finally began killing them because there wasn't enough
food. They took Ihis missionary's lillie girl and shot her.
The next day they heard a deafening roar and saw lhe sky

covered with B-29's! Those people just went crazy! They

had been completely without hOlle, laburing under Ihe lie
that their country was defealcd. Later, ~ G. I. kicked in Ihe

door on their compound and said, "You're free," and when
he did, the missionary fell down before him and kissed his
bools! You have Ihe life-giving force of God Himself re
siding inside you, and the world is desperale for Ihal life!

The Laws or Prosperily

Don't be slingy wilh it Freely you have received

give.
When you make it your need 10 get salvation into the

hands of the people, when you make it your purpose to
reed the Gospel to the unsaved, God will support what you
do. This is Irue prosperity! God has obligated Himself to
communicate the message of Jesus Christ to the world. He
will move heaven and earth to do it because, to the man

who has never heard it, Jesus has never died or been resur

rected from Ihe dead. To thai man, the sacrifice of Jesus

means nothing. The Word says in I John 4: 17," ... as
he is, so are we in this world." God is feeding us through
Jesus. When you go to the Lord, He has more than enough

10 meet the need. Have you ever turned to the Lord with a
problem and had Him say, "Well, that's new! You've
come up with something heaven can'L cover"? Of course

not! God has more than enough to solve the worst problem
you could have. Jesus is the channel to us and we are the

channel to the world.
True prosperity is the abilily to look a man in the eye in

his momenl of impossibility and take his needs as your
own. Those who are spirilual are to help those who are
not. We are 10 bear one another's burdens. When a broth·

er comes 10 you wilh a problem, join wilh him in prayer;

join your faith Wilh his. PUL pressure on Satan wilh the

name of Jesus and gel him ofT Ihe man. Pul pressure on the
laws of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Lean on your

righteousness in Jesus Chris!. Lean hll~tl on it! Lean hard on
yOllr sonship. Lean hartl on the Dlood of Jesus. Praise God,

they work!
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