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Preliminary 
Considerations
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Judging Heresies 
not Hearts 

"Judge  not, that you 
be not judged." 

(Matt. 7:1)

"Let two or three 
prophets speak, and 
let the others judge." 

(1 Cor. 14:29)
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Romans 16:17  
Avoid

those who cause divisions 
and offenses

the doctrine which you 
learned 

Romans 14:1 
Receive

one who is weak in the faith
but not to disputes

doubtful things 

". . . that we should no 
longer be children, 

tossed to and fro and 
carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, 

in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful 

plotting,"
Ephesians 4:14  
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"Till I come, give 
attention to reading, to 

exhortation, to 
doctrine."

1 Timothy 4:13 

"Take heed to 
yourself and to the 

doctrine. Continue in 
them, for in doing this 

you will save both 
yourself and those 

who hear you." 
1 Timothy 4:16 
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"All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for 
instruction in 

righteousness,"
2 Timothy 3:16 

"For the time will come 
when they will not 

endure sound doctrine, 
but according to their 
own desires, because 
they have itching ears, 

they will heap up for 
themselves teachers;"

2 Timothy 4:3 
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"holding fast the 
faithful word as he has 

been taught, that he 
may be able, by sound 

doctrine, both to 
exhort and convict 

those who contradict." 
Titus 1:9 

Some of the Players
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How Bad Philosophy 
Can Corrupt Your 

Interpretation
of the Bible 
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Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

"God has a personal spirit body (Dan. 
7:9-14; 10:5-19); shape (Jn. 5:37); form 
(Phil. 2:5-7); image and likeness of a 

man (Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28; 1 Cor. 
11:7; Jas. 3:9). He has bodily parts such 

as, back parts (Ex. 33:23), heart (Gen. 
6:6; 8:21), hands and fingers (Ps. 8:3-6; 

Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7), mouth (Num. 
12:8), lips and tongue (Isa. 30:27), feet 
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10), eyes (Ps. 11:4; 

18:24; 33:18), ears (Ps. 18:6), hair, head, 
face, arms (Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-19; Rev. 
5:1-7; 22:4-6), and other bodily parts." 

Dake, NT, p. 97. 
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Finis Jennings Dake
1902-1987

(Dan. 
7:9-14; 10:5-19) (Jn. 5:37)
(Phil. 2:5-7)

(Gen. 1:26; 9:6; Ezek. 1:26-28; 1 Cor. 
11:7; Jas. 3:9)

(Ex. 33:23) (Gen. 
6:6; 8:21) (Ps. 8:3-6; 

Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7) (Num. 
12:8) (Isa. 30:27)
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (Ps. 11:4; 

18:24; 33:18) (Ps. 18:6)
(Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-19; Rev. 

5:1-7; 22:4-6)

"And they heard the sound of 
the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, 

and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees 

of the garden." Gen. 3:8

"God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth." 
John 4:24 
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"For you shall go out with joy, 
and be led out with peace ... 
and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands."  
Isa 55:12  

"For since the creation 
of the world His 

invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being 
understood by the 

things that are made, 
even His eternal power 

and Godhead …"
Rom. 1:20a  
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"For since the creation 
of the world His 

invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being 
understood by the 

exegesis of Scripture, 
even His eternal power 

and Godhead …"
Rom. 1:20a  

exegesis of Scripture

"We must get our 
hermeneutics 
from the Bible 

otherwise we're 
lost in 

relativism!"
(caller to radio talk show)



12

Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary

Scriptural Guidance 
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 1 Thes. 5:21-22 
"Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

Abstain from every form of evil."

Scripture Sound Reason

Background Issues 
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 The Word of Faith Movement is not synonymous with the 
Charismatic Movement. 

 The Word of Faith Movement is cultic, but not necessarily a cult.

 Matthew 18:15 does not require that we first go to the Word of 
Faith teachers with our disagreements.

 It is completely proper to "name names." (1 Tim. 1:18-20; 2 Tim. 
2: 16-18)

 In criticizing the Word of Faith teachers, we are not "stretching 
out our hands against God's anointed" which 1 Samuel 24:6 
and 26:9 forbid. 

A Point About 
Logical Inferences 
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William DeArteaga
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Two Major 
Concerns
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The Theology and Morality 
of the Prosperity Gospel

The Foundational Philosophy 
(Worldview) of the Word of Faith 

Movement 
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The Meaning 
of 'Occult'

The term 'occult' should not to be 
confused with the similar sounding 

word 'cult'.

'Occult' comes for the Latin 'occultus' 
meaning "hidden or secret."

Other terms one might encounter 
related to the occult include: 
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DaoismEastern philosophyHinduismZenNew Age

New 
ThoughtEsoteric BeliefsMagicMysticismSpiritismSorcery

The Old 
Religion

ShamanismPaganismWiccaWitchcraftSatanism

Though there are very important 
differences among these belief 

systems, there is a very important 
common ground which makes them 

all properly called 'occult.'   
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Each of these groups hold some 
basic ideas that they regard as 

"hidden or secret" from the 
general population. 

How Are Occult 
Teachings 

Influencing the 
Church?
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Spiritual Law The Force Words Godhood

The Occult Word of Faith Movement The Bible and Sound Reason

Spiritual Law

The Occult
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Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.
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This is often referred to 
as "magic."

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...
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... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  



Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic... is... the change 
in situations or events in 
accordance with one's 

will, which would, using 
normally accepted 

methods, be 
unchangeable." 

[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avan Books, 1969), 
110] 

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic is never 
totally scientifically 

explainable." 
[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110] 
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

There is "balance in nature, 
a natural order. That's God. 
And that's Satan. Satan is 

God. He is the 
representation of the state 

of flux; he is the action-
reaction; he is the cause 

and the effect; he is all the 
elements interwoven in 
what we call evolution." 

[LaVey, in Lawrence Wright, “Sympathy for the Devil,” Rolling Stone no. 
612 (September 5, 1991): 105] 

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Spiritual Law

Word of Faith Movement

William DeArteaga
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Charles Capps
1934-2014
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Charles Capps
1934-2014
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Spiritual Law

The Bible and Sound Reason

Mechanical 
vs. 

Personal
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The Force

The Occult
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There is a hidden force or energy 
which one can tap into to use for 

healing or harm. 

Exactly what this force is, according 
to the occultists, and what is the 
best way to tap into it, are what 
make the differences between 

different occult groups. 
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This notion of the force serves as 
the basis of all occultism.

You will hear both 
personal and impersonal 

terms to refer to this force. 
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getting in touch with mother 
earth or mother nature 
(Witchcraft, Wicca or 

Paganism) 

the life force 
(eastern philosophy) 
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the prana 
(Hinduism) 

the ki or chi 
(martial arts)
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adrenal and emotionally 
induced energy 

(LaVey's Satanism)

the "right brain" 
(pop psychology)
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the universe 
(New Age)

the Force 
(Star Wars)
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getting in touch with my 
higher self, my deeper self, or 

my subconscious 
(pop psychology)

the collective unconscious 
(Jungian psychology)
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inner counselors 
(Silva Mind Control and 

dozens of "self-help" 
programs)

spirit guides or the spiritual 
hierarchy 

(New Age and Shamanism)
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extraterrestrials or ETs 
(UFO cults, Whitley Strieber's 

book Communion)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Chas S. Clifton
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Stewart Farrar
1916-2000
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Scott Cunningham
1956-1993
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You even see this notion 
of the force making its way 

into the entertainment 
media.  

The Force

Word of Faith Movement
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Charles Capps
1934-2014

Charles Capps
1934-2014
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Charles Capps
1934-2014
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
1947-2013
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The Force

The Bible and Sound Reason

Faith (pivstiV, pistis) is 
belief or trust. 

It means to believe what 
someone has said or to 

trust in someone, 
especially to trust one to 

keep his promises.
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"Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, 
the evidence of 
things not seen"

Heb. 11:1

"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we 
do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen. 
For the things which are seen 
are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal."

2 Cor. 4:17-18 
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"Now to him who 
works, the wages are 
not counted as grace 

but as debt. But to 
him who does not 
work but believes 
[pisteuvonti] on Him 
who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith 

[pivstiV] is accounted 
for righteousness."

Rom. 4:4-5 

Words

The Occult
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Words

Word of Faith Movement
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Charles Capps
1934-2014

Charles Capps
1934-2014
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God is

Charles Capps
1934-2014

God is

Charles Capps
1934-2014
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God is

God is
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So Jesus answered and said 
to them, "Have faith in God." 

Mark 11:22 
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Charles Capps
1934-2014

Charles Capps
1934-2014
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Charles Capps
1934-2014

Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003
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Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003
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Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003

Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003
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Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003

Kenneth E. Hagin
1917-2003
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Hinn: "Witches, even ... I mean, I'm not here to talk about witches, but 
I'll tell you this"

Jan: "Tell that story . . . "
Paul: "They, they under . . . " 
Jan: "I love it."
Paul: "They know this secret."

Hinn: "Because, see, I had a witch tell me this. And I said, 'What?' She 
said 'Listen to me.' She said 'Did you know that we are taught in 
witchcraft how to kill birds with words and how to kill people with 
our mouth.' I said 'What's that mean "kill people"?' She said, 'We 
were taught with words to bring disease on men." And I said, 
'Well how?" She said 'Well, by speaking certain words' (that they 
teach them) she said 'we can actually cause sickness that could 
very well kill.'"
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William DeArteaga
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
1947-2013
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
1947-2013
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The Bible and Sound Reason

Words
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Prayer in 
the Bible

Rather than activating 
some "force" in the 
cosmos, prayer is 

entreating God for His 
will, grace, and mercy.
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Other Characteristics of Prayer
We must pray for our daily needs. (Mk. 6:11)

We must not faint in praying. (Luke 18:1)

We must let our requests be made known unto 
God. (Phil. 4:6-7) 

We must pray according to God's will. (1 John 
5:14-15)

We must not pray for the wrong things or for the 
wrong reasons. (James 4:2-3)

Our requests are not always granted (2 Cor. 
12:8-9)
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Godhood

The Occult

The goal of occultism is to realize 
one's own divinity or godhood. 
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One's "godhood" is actualized by 
the application of various occult 

techniques in the attempt to 
manipulate occult powers.
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Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016
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Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Margot Adler
1946-2014

Margot Adler
1946-2014
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Margot Adler
1946-2014

Godhood

Word of Faith Movement
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Benny Hinn

God came from heaven;
Became a man; 
Made man into little gods; 
Went back to heaven as a 

man. 
He faces the Father as a 

man. 
I face devils as the Son of 

God.

Benny Hinn

Do you see what I'm talking 
about?
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Benny Hinn

You say "Benny Hinn, am I 
a little God?" 

You're a son of God, aren't 
you?

[audience] "Yes."
You're a child of God, aren't 

you?
[audience] "Yes."
You're a daughter of God, 

aren't you?
[audience] "Yes."

Benny Hinn

What else are you?
[audience indistinct]
Quit your nonsense.
What else are you?
[from the audience] "I am."



111

Benny Hinn

If you say "I am" you're 
saying "I'm a part of 
Him." right?

[audience] "Right."
Is He God? 
[audience] "Yes."
Are you His offspring?
[audience] "Yes."
Are you His children?
[audience] "Yes."
You can't be human.
[audience applause]

John Avanzini

John, come on up here. 
Come on. John Avanzini; 
one second; I want you to 
tell me what you hear the 
Spirit of God saying this 

morning. Tell me. 

Morris Curello
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John Avanzini

What the Spirit of God . . .  
yes sir.

Morris Curello

John Avanzini

What you hear the Spirit of 
God saying this morning.

Morris Curello
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John Avanzini

That's it's being declared in 
the Earth today what the 

eternal purpose of God has 
been through the ages and 
it's coming clearly now that 
God's people . . . that He is 
duplicating Himself in the 

Earth. 

Morris Curello

John Avanzini

Amen, amen.
[audience applause]

Morris Curello
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John AvanziniMorris Curello

Kenneth Copeland

"Peter said it just 
as plain, he said 

'we are  
partakers of the 
divine nature.' 
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Kenneth Copeland

"That nature is 
life eternal in 

absolute 
perfection. 

Kenneth Copeland

"And that was 
imparted, 

injected into 
your spirit man
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Kenneth Copeland

"and you have 
that imparted 

into you by God 
just as same

Kenneth Copeland

"as you imparted 
into your child 
the nature of 

humanity.
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Kenneth Copeland

"That child 
wasn't born a 

whale. 

Kenneth Copeland

"Born a human. 
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Kenneth Copeland

"Isn't that true? 

Kenneth Copeland

"Well now, you 
don't have a 

human, do you?  
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Kenneth Copeland

"No. You are 
one. 

Kenneth Copeland

"You don't have 
a God in you. 
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Kenneth Copeland

"You are one."

Kenneth Copeland
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He doesn't even draw a 
distinction between Himself 

and. . .

Never, never. You never can 
do that in a covenant 

relationship. 
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Do you know what else that's 
settled then tonight?

This hue and cry and 
controversy that has been 
spawned by the Devil to try 

and bring dissention within the 
Body of Christ―that we are 

gods.
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I am a little god.

Yes. Yes.He gave us his name.
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I have His name. I'm one with 
him. I'm in covenant relation. I 
am a little god. Critics begone!

You are anything that He is.
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Yes.

Godhood

The Bible and Sound Reason
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There is 
only one God.

But the LORD is the true God; He is the 
living God and the everlasting King. At His 

wrath the earth will tremble, And the 
nations will not be able to endure His 

indignation. 
Thus you shall say to them: "The gods that 
have not made the heavens and the earth 

shall perish from the earth and from under 
these heavens." Jer 10:10-11 
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Our being in the 
image of God 
does not make 

us divine.
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"as His divine power has given 
to us all things that pertain to 

life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called 

us by glory and virtue, by 
which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious 
promises, that through these 
you may be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the 

world through lust." 

2 Peter 1:3-4   

"Furthermore, we have had 
human fathers who corrected 
us, and we paid them respect. 

Shall we not much more readily 
be in subjection to the Father 
of spirits and live? For they 

indeed for a few days 
chastened us as seemed best 
to them, but He for our profit, 

that we may be partakers of His 
holiness."

Heb. 12:9-10
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How Are Occult 
Teachings 

Influencing the 
Church?

It is completely appropriate 
to judge doctrine.
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Having judged doctrine, it 
is incumbent to expose the 
heresies that are spiritually 

injuring people.

There are identifiable 
doctrines that comprise 

occultism.
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These doctrines are at the 
core of the Word of Faith 

movement.

These doctrines stand in 
stark contrast to the 

teachings of the Bible and 
to sound reason.


