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Theism

vifrom the Greek
word 0coci(theos)
meaning:God:

v_the \worldiview that
affirms'the
existence of:God

L

Theism

the view:that
Says:
“God exists:

L




Agnosticism

vafromithelGreekiword
YNOO1G (gnosis)
meaning‘knowledge’

v withithe negation o
(a))meaningi‘not or,
o

v the suspension|of
judgmention the
question of Godis
existence

Agnosticism
the view that
Says:
“lldenittknow

whether God
exists+




Atheism

vifrom the! Greek
word 0coci(theos)
meaningiGod:

v withithelnegation
o/ (a))meaning‘not!
Or'No!

v_the world\view/that
denies the
existence ofiGod

Atheism
the view:that
say's
cGod does
not existy




Three Categorles;_p







TUEIS
> PopularsAtheism?,

il inlii

Who Are. Some
> PopularyAtheists?,




Richard Qa_wir’i

S

:
Sam'Harris




ChristopheriHitchens
(1949:2011)

Ay

god

IS not

Great

Haow Religion Poisons Eyersthing

Christopher
Hitchens

BREAKING

THE

SPEL

DANIEL C. DENNETT
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George Smlt_h_

Evangelical

THE CASE
AGAINST

GOD

BY GEORGE H. SMITH

Dan Barker

Preacher Became
One of America’s
sading Atheists
e -I'- .. . '_'.' b pati ) i
“ b
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Michael!Shermen

HOW WE

BELIEV

A 21st Century Guide for
Atheists and Believers

(and Everyone in Between)

“Urenusiy upeial by loreshadow o new apinitof wmity and e inguiry *
= FHE WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD

MICHAEL SHERMER

Author of WHY PEOPLE BELIEVE WEIRD THINGS

HWILEY- BLACK'WELL

12



y \he'tbiilz:efli <3

rgument

lf{ § &N '

13



e i : P4
.. “ Atheism is not a. &8
1 belief. Rather, it &
is the'lack'of'a &

|\ beliefinGod.
m’ E __’*_*-—_';";__““:_"_-

8, We are all atheistsiabout' §
" most Gods. I'm justan §
atheist about one more

God than_you.

1R
—%
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W Extraordinary claims'§
require extraordinary §
evidence.

] B i
w

B Science flies you to the
& moon. Religion flies you

into'buildings

AL
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Ax:al Tllt The
Reason for the
Season
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Science is all we
need to understand

truths about reality

(including whether
God exists).

11K
Christianity has
reacted against
science because ¥
science has displaced]
man from the center
of the umverse
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Christiaw'hity has
always stood

against the
advances of
science. The case of
Galileﬁ_‘ig proof.

-_ ? -

The Blble was

written by the same &

people who said the}
earth was flat.
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Most sc:entlsts are
atheists therefore

the belief in God is
not sc:entlflc

Virtual partlcles brove
that something can
come from nothmg
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If God created the

biological
complexity of the
world, He must be
no less complex.
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M Question E verything

cause; then God
needs a cause.
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Who made God?
Who designed the
designer?

J
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4 Atheists can be moral

" without believing in God.
Therefore God is not

necessary.formorality.

J
iR 7 A RSAY
| | i 4 A 'E__'I. ot 'I‘u _._,—_.-L-;:J"—I'_ ._-J'h_':'i.

:

22



o I.
.ﬁ. 5

| | s a ~
b Chrlstlamty requires faith

which is belief in spite of.
the evidence.

o ;
.ﬁ. 5

- /4 ‘I a ~
Why can there notlbe an

infinite regress of causes
| in the past7
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2 Why should.we think that

the cause/of the universe

is God?
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)l § & ]
: “ Atheism is not a. &8
| belief. Rather, it &

is the'lack of a
belief in God. |

a-the-ism
[ey-thee-iz-uhm]

' = a lack of belief
*EF in the existence of
| God or gods

That s the entire @
meaning of atheism.
Athetsrn bs net & religion, (Uis not a belief s

26



athelst

I don’t

believe
you.

It's really that simple.

"Greg Bahnsen ..

1948-1995
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[Debate between George H. Smith and Greg, Bahnsen]

The Debate between Theists & Atheists
JP MORELAND AND
KAI NIELSEN

with Contributions by:
* Peter Kreeft * Antony Flew » |
~ *William Lane Craig |
* Keith Parsons = Dallas Willard * |

o — E— |




"After all, ‘atheism’
means simply the
lack of belief in
God (and not, as is
commonly
supposed, the
denial of God's
existence).”

[J. P. Moreland and Kai Nielsen Does God EXxist?.
The Great Debate (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1990): 179 republished as Does God
Exist? The Debate Between Theists and Atheists
(Buffalo: Prometheus Books, 1993): 179]

What's at stake in
the definition,of
atheism?
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- Howan
Evangelical
Preacher Became
One of America’s
Leading Atheists

“Theists claim that
therelis'a god;
atheists'do'not. .
Iniany argument,
the!burden of
proofision the one
making'the.claim:*

[Dan Barker, Godless: How/an!Evangelical,
Preacher Became One of America/s!leading
Atheists (Berkeley: Ulysses Press;2008):104]

30



First, this
definition
conflicts with
the standard
academic
definition of.
atheism.

31



“[A]theism is nof to be
identified with sheer

unbelief.... A child who
has received no
religious instruction ...
is not an atheist—for
he is not denying any
theistic claims.”

[Ernest Nagel, “Philosophical Concepts of Atheism" in Critiques of God:
Makingthe Case Against Belief in God, Peter A. Angeles, ed. pp. 4-5]

"According to the most
usual definition, an
‘atheist' is a person
who maintains that

there is no God, thatiis,

that the sentence '‘God
exists' expresses a
false proposition.*

[Paul Edwards ed. in chief, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy: (New:York:
Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1967): s.v. "Atheism," p. 175:]
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"Is the proposition that God exists
true or false? You are a theist if.and:
only if you say that the proposition
is true or probably true, you are an
atheist if and only if you say. thatit

is false or probably false, and you

are an agnostic if and only.if.you
understand what the proposition'is,
but resist giving either answer, and.
support your resistance by saying,
'The evidence is insufficient' (or.
words to that effect).*

[Theodore M. Drange "Atheism, Agnosticism, Noncognitivism}* from
https://infidels.org/library/modern/theodore__drange/definition:html;
accessed 01/15/19]

o “Properly, we should define
theism as the view. that there's
at least one god and atheism
as the view, that there are no
gods, and monotheism then as
the view.that there is exactly.
on God and we call that one
God with a capital 'G'. Atheists
then are people who believe
that there are no gods and
: particular. in our. context, they.
Graham Oppy believe that God doesn't exist.

=
e
}
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o “Other people like to say. that
atheism is just lacking the
belief that God exists which
B /umps together ... the class of
‘ agnostics with the class of.
atheists; if you define it that
way, which I don't like.*
[Gramham|Oppy.vs: Ben Arbour, “The Ontological Argument on

Capturing: Christianity, You'Tube video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udxfuPgg4TY, @1:05:20, accessed

04/29/20]

Second, this
definition
entails an

absurdity if not
an outright
contradiction.
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Science is all we

need to understand
fruths about reality
(including whether
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“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of.
modern science."

“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility.
for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and

science, and for defending

science’s exclusive right to

explore and theorize about

John Shoo‘k} all of reality.*

Director of Education and Semor Research ["The Need for. Naturalism in a Scientific Age" https://centerforinquiry.org/.
blog/the_need_for._naturalism_in_a_ scientific_age/, accessed 11/02/19,

Fellow at the Centerfor InquTransnatlonal emphasis added]
Amherst NY




“I believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of.
modern science."

38



Can Atklns
statement “be

interpreted™=
SC|ent|f|caIIy

“l believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of.
modern science."

It would seemone
could interpretiany
statement within

any framework:.

“l believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of.
modern science."
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Can Atkins;
statement “be
CORRECTLY

interpreted
scientifically,

“l believe that anything
that has been reported
reliably — anything —
can be interpreted
scientifically within
the framework of.
modern science."

ﬂ/‘ |
John Shook

Director of Education and Senior Research
Fellow at the Centerfor. Inquiﬁ'/zzl'ransnational,
A@herst{, NY;

“Philosophical naturalism
undertakes the responsibility.
for elaborating a
comprehensive and coherent
worldview based on
experience, reason, and
science, and for defending
science’s exclusive right to
explore and theorize about
all of reality.*

[*The Need for Naturalism in a Scientific Age* hitps://centerforinquiry.org/.
blog/ithe _need_for_naturalism_in_a_ scientific_age/, accessed 11/02/19,
emphasis added]
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"Philosophical naturalism

= undertakes the responsibility;
. for elaborating a
o ..' comprehensive and coherent

worldview based on
experience, reason, and.
science, and for defending
- science’s exclusive right to
explore and theorize about
John ShooL(’ all of realit;

Director of Education and Senior Research
Fellow at the Centerfor. Inqulmransnatlonal
) Amherst Ny

ISgShooksslstatement
alpartoffrealityZ

[fhenYwhatfscientific
UseditolprovelthatShookss)
ownlstatementisitiue

iTherelisnitfonelbecause
IShookgsIstatementisla

philosophicalfstatement
notlalscientific;

ln theinet.
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What sense would. it

make for. someone to:

insist that there are

—

e ——

hey.are:being
;anda//zed by:itheir-own
- presupposmon that all
reality-is‘physical:

~ R

“beacbecause-hls- ———

42



43



44



45



46



4 e

BT
g,. 4 -

P

47



| ¢ ) 4

W If everythmg negds a
- cause; then God
needs a cause.

|Dm|] P’{"“.lk? r X
orewond by Richard Pawkins

Da’n Barker
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“Everything had a
cause, and every.
cause is the effect of a
previous cause.
Something must have
started it all. God ... is
the eternal first.cause
....the creator.and
sustainer. of . the
universe.

“The major premise of
this argument
‘everything had a
cause,’is contradicted
by the conclusion that
'God did not have a
cause. You cant have
ittboth ways. If
everything had to have
a cause, then there
could not be a first
cause.”

[Dan Barker, Godless: How an Evangelical Preacher
Became One of America's Leading Atheists
(Berkeley: Ulysses Press, 2008), 113-114]

Da’n Barker

Da’n Barker
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Mlchael Ruse

- WHAT EVERYON

MICHAEL RUSE

"Again, welfind an
argumentwith
somewhat different
forms, but for.our
purposes, it is.enough
to focus on the central
inference. Everything
has a cause. There
mustithereforeibe a
cause of the world.
This is, orwe. call this,
God."

[Michael Ruse, Atheism: What Everyone Needs to

Know (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 88-89]
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Onejversion say.§ that whatever‘

' _‘”Fn"ust-m\ve a cause. v

&

Cosmological |
Argument

WILLIAM LANE CRAIG
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Bertrand Russell
1872-1970

GAVEN KERR, OP
Aquinas’s Way to God

I'he Proofin De Ente ¢t Essentia

Bertrand
Russell

Why | Am Not
a Christian

and other essays on religion and related subjects
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These atheists
are perhaps
taking their cue
either from the
famous Scottish
philosopher
David Hume.

DIALOGUES
CONCERNING
NATURAL
RELIGION

GREAT BOOKS IN PHILOSOPHY

David Hume
(1711-1776)

David Hume
(1711-1776)
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2NN AN YL

GOD

LA | STEBEE

A BELIEVER AND AN ATHEIST DEBATE

TERRY MIETHE AND ANTONY FLEW

FOREWORD BYy HANS KUNG

P

Antony Flew
1923 - 2010
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MAITd ANOLNYV

PUTU STIY DIZUEBYD
1ST9Y3® SNOJIO030U 3SO0W

S, DTI0M 83U} MOY

T09 g ST HUTHL Antony Flew
o 1923 - 2010

EXIST

The Debate between Theists & Atheists

JP MORELAND AND |
- 7" KAI NIELSEN
with Contributions by: T ———
| Peter Kreeft » Antony Flew » | Kai Nielsen
{ * William Lane Craig *
- Keith Parsons * Dallas Willard » |
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Christianity
J.P. Moreland

A W
J.\ P Moreland
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Erank Ture‘k

“A thoughtiul and theologically sophisticated sally into the
ranks of the New
well informed pole

1. Feser hus written a lively and

gainst the latest orop of Village
Atheists ~ Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennete, & Co. - who
have provided the public with so much entertainment and

ttle entightenment few vears, This Is a seri-
and passior

impase a dehu

llenge to the latest effor
xy by religious illiterares.”

- Roger Rimball, co~editor and publisher, The Nese Cricerion

Ebpwarnp FESER

ad will inform . .. and i

Frank Ture

coauthor of I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist
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. J. WARNER
WALLACE

A&UTHOR OF
COLO-CASE CHRISTIANITY

" MICHAEL AUGROS

DESIGNED
THE DESIGNER?

A Rediscovered Path
to God’s Existence

1
IGNATIUS
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ATHEISM
AND ITS

SCIENTIFIC
PRETENSIONS

AND OTHER MYTHS
ABOUT SCIENCE AND RELIGION

EDITED BY RONALD L. NUMBERS
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RICHARD BLACKWELL

BEHIND
THE S C ENE S AT
GALILEO’S
TRIAL

Inchuding the First English Tranalation

of Melehior Inchafer's Troctobis syllepeics
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Cosmological
Argument

(A

7y
WILLIAM LANE CRAIG &garﬁ’[ane Craig

-~ —

BLLIAM LANE PETYIE

The

Cosmological

iam Lane Craig
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Edward Feser
L\
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B D as R D Bk S E R

GAVEN KERR, OP
Aquinas’s Way to God

I'he Proofin De Ente ¢t Essentia
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GAVEN KERR, OP

Aquinas’s Way to G od

I'he Proofin De Ente et Essentia

. Robert J. Spitzer




(1908-2005)

sessssssssssssssssssssnes:

JAMES E. DOLEZAL

the collecteo papers
OF Joseph owens

EINTED BY
John r. catan

—
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An Introduction to
Natural Theology

MAURICE R. HOLLOWAY

EXIST?

WWW.CHURCHFORALLNATIONS.COM
WWW.SES.EDU
WWW.RICHARDGHOWE.COM -
WWW.MICHAELSHERMER.COM (©2010 Church For All Nations: | All Rights Reserved

fisHGE 8RB KT o BERdiSE

R e .
SR i (DR NICHAELSHERMER

APRIL30TH 2010
MODERATED BY DR. ALEX McFARLAND
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Please VisititheselWebISites:

The\Virtual ofiRichard|G" Howe,
http://[richardghowe.com/

Evangelical Seminary

http://ses.edu/
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