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Answering the 
Arguments of 

Popular 
Atheism

Part 1: 
Introduction
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But without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and 

that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6

. . . because what may be known of God is 
manifest in them, for God has shown it to 

them.  For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead. 

Romans 1:19-20 
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The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament shows His 

handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, 
and night unto night reveals knowledge.  
There is no speech nor language where 
their voice is not heard.  Their line has 

gone out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. 

Psalm 19:1   

The heavens declare 
His righteousness, 
And all the peoples 

see His glory. 
Psalm 97:6   
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For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even His 

eternal power and Godhead …
Rom. 1:20a 

For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are 
a law to themselves, who show 

the work of the law written 
in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a  
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Nevertheless He did not leave Himself 
without witness, in that He did good, 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food 

and gladness." 
Acts 14:17

Some  Terms
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Theism  from the Greek 
word qeovV (theos) 
meaning 'God'

 the world view that 
affirms the 
existence of God

 from the Greek 
word gnw:siV 
(gnosis) meaning 
'knowledge'

with the negation 
a (a) meaning 'not' 
or 'no'

 the suspension of 
judgment on the 
question of God's 
existence 

Agnosticism
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Atheism  from the Greek 
word qeovV (theos) 
meaning 'God'

with the negation 
a (a) meaning 'not' 
or 'no'

 the world view that 
denies the 
existence of God 

Theism the view that 
says "God 

exists."
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Agnosticism the view that 
says "I'm not 
sure whether 
God exists."

Atheism the view that 
says "God 
does not 

exist."
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Three Categories 

of Atheism
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The "New" Atheism

Richard Dawkins Sam Harris Daniel Dennett Christopher Hitchens

Popular 
Atheism
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What Is 
Popular 

Atheism?

Who Are the 
Popular 

Atheists?
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Sam HarrisRichard Dawkins

Sam HarrisRichard Dawkins
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Daniel DennettChristopher Hitchens
(1949-2011)

Daniel DennettChristopher Hitchens
(1949-2011)
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Dan BarkerGeorge Smith

Dan BarkerGeorge Smith
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John ShookMichael Shermer

John ShookMichael Shermer
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Douglas Krueger David Mills John Loftus

Douglas Krueger David Mills John Loftus
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What Are the 
Arguments of 

Popular Atheism?
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Rhetorical 
Arguments

Atheism is not a 
belief. Rather, it 
is the lack of a 
belief in God.
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We are all atheists about 
most Gods. I'm just an 
atheist about one more 

God than you.

Extraordinary claims 
require extraordinary 

evidence.
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Science flies you to the 
moon. Religion flies you 

into buildings.

Axial Tilt: The 
Reason for the 

Season
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Scientific 
Arguments

Science is all we 
need to understand 
truths about reality 
(including whether 

God exists).



23

Christianity has 
reacted against 

science because 
science has displaced 
man from the center 

of the universe.

Christianity has 
always stood 
against the 
advances of 

science. The case of 
Galileo is proof.
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The Bible was 
written by the same 
people who said the 

earth was flat.

Most scientists are 
atheists therefore 
the belief in God is 

not scientific.
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Virtual particles prove 
that something can 
come from nothing.

If God created the 
biological 

complexity of the 
world, He must be 
no less complex. 
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Philosophical 
Arguments

Question Everything.
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If everything needs a 
cause, then God 
needs a cause.

Who made God? 
Who designed the 

designer?
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Atheists can be moral 
without believing in God. 

Therefore God is not 
necessary for morality.

Christianity requires faith 
which is belief in spite of 

the evidence.
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Why can there not be an 
infinite regress of causes 

in the past?

Can God make a rock too 
heavy for Him to pick up?
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Why should we think that 
the cause of the universe 

is God?


