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Answering the 
Arguments of 

Popular Atheism

Popular 
Atheism



1/22/2025

3

Pt. 1: 
Introduction

The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and 
the firmament shows 

His handiwork.   
Psalm 19:1   
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The heavens declare 
His righteousness, 
And all the peoples 

see His glory. 
Psalm 97:6   

For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being

understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead …

Rom. 1:20a  
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For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are 
a law to themselves, who show 

the work of the law written 
in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a  

"He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and vegetation for the service of  man, that 
he may bring forth food from the earth, {15} 
and wine that makes glad the heart of  man, 
oil to make his face shine, and bread which 

strengthens man's heart. 
Psalm 104:14-15
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"... We also are men with the same nature 
as you, and preach to you that you should 
turn from these useless things to the living 
God, who made the heaven, the earth, the 
sea, and all things that are in them, who in 
bygone generations allowed all nations to 
walk in their own ways. Nevertheless He 
did not leave Himself without witness, in 

that He did good, gave us rain from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 

food and gladness."
Act 14:15-17 

Some  Terms
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Theism
 from the Greek 

word qeovV (theos) 
meaning 'God'

 the world view that 
affirms the 
existence of God

Theism
the view that 

says:
"God exists."
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Theism
 monotheism 

only one God

 polytheism 
many gods

 pantheism 
all is god

 panentheism 
all is in god

Agnosticism
 from the Greek word 

gnw:siV (gnosis) 
meaning 'knowledge'

 with the negation a
(a) meaning 'not' or 
'no'

 the suspension of 
judgment on the 
question of God's 
existence 
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Agnosticism
the view that 

says:
"I don't know 
whether God 

exists."

Atheism
 from the Greek word 

qeovV (theos) meaning 
'God'

 with the negation a
(a) meaning 'not' or 
'no'

 the worldview that 
denies the existence 
of God
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Atheism

the view that 
says 

"God does 
not exist."

Three Categories 

of Atheism



1/22/2025

11

Three Categories 

of Atheism
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Richard Dawkins

The "New" Atheism

Sam Harris Daniel Dennett Christopher Hitchens

Popular 
Atheism
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What Is 
Popular Atheism? 

The term 'popular' here does 
not mean that it is well liked or 

well known.
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Rather, in this context, 'popular' 
is in contrast to 'scholarly.'

It means that the writing is for a 
more general audience instead 
of the experts or technicians in 

the field.
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As such, it requires of the 
reader less background 

knowledge and is generally free 
of technical terminology.

Who Are Some 
Popular Atheists? 
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For reasons that should 
become obvious, the cast of 

Popular Atheists will include the 
New Atheists.

Richard Dawkins Sam HarrisSam HarrisRichard Dawkins
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Richard Dawkins Sam HarrisSam HarrisRichard Dawkins

Richard Dawkins Sam HarrisSam HarrisRichard Dawkins



1/22/2025

18

Daniel Dennett
(1942-2024)

Christopher Hitchens
(1949-2011)

Daniel Dennett
(1942-2024)

Christopher Hitchens
(1949-2011)
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Daniel Dennett
(1942-2024)

Christopher Hitchens
(1949-2011)

Dan BarkerGeorge Smith
(1949-2022)
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Dan BarkerGeorge Smith
(1949-2022)

Dan BarkerGeorge Smith
(1949-2022)
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John Shook Michael Shermer

John Shook Michael Shermer
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John Shook Michael Shermer

David Mills John LoftusDouglas Krueger
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David Mills John LoftusDouglas Krueger

David Mills John LoftusDouglas Krueger
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David Mills John LoftusDouglas Krueger

David Mills John LoftusDouglas Krueger
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What Are the 
Arguments of 

Popular Atheism?

Rhetorical 
Arguments
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Scientific 
Arguments

Philosophical 
Arguments
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Rhetorical 
Arguments

Atheism is not a 
belief. Rather, it 
is the lack of a 
belief in God.
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We are all atheists about 
most Gods. I'm just an 
atheist about one more 

God than you.

Extraordinary claims 
require extraordinary 

evidence.
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Science flies you to the 
moon. Religion flies you 

into buildings.
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Scientific 
Arguments
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Science is all we 
need to understand 
truths about reality 
(including whether 

God exists).

Christianity has 
reacted against 

science because 
science has displaced 
man from the center 

of the universe.
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Christianity has 
always stood 
against the 
advances of 

science. The case of 
Galileo is proof.

The Bible was 
written by the same 
people who said the 

earth was flat.
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Most scientists are 
atheists therefore 
the belief in God is 

not scientific.

Virtual particles 
prove that 

something can 
come from nothing.
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Philosophical 
Arguments

Question Everything.
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If everything needs a 
cause, then God 
needs a cause.

Who made God? 
Who designed the 

designer?
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Atheists can be moral 
without believing in God. 

Therefore God is not 
necessary for morality.

Christianity requires faith 
which is belief in spite of 

the evidence.
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Why can there not be an 
infinite regress of causes 

in the past?

Can God make a rock too 
heavy for Him to pick up?
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Pt. 2: 
Rhetorical 
Arguments

A Preliminary 
Observation
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Notice that in some instances, the 
criticisms from the popular 

atheists are aimed at an 
amorphous concept like 

"religion" instead of the factual 
question of the existence of God. 

Argument
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Atheism is not a 
belief. Rather, it is the 
lack of a belief in God. 
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

Greg Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"There is no atheistic 
worldview. Let's be 

clear about that. 
Atheism is simply 

the absence of belief 
in God." 

[Debate between George H. Smith and Greg Bahnsen] 

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"Atheism, in its 
basic form, is not a 

belief: it is the 
absence of belief. 
An atheist is not 

primarily a person 
who believes that a 
god does not exist; 
rather, he does not 

believe in the 
existence of God."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"Atheism, in its 
basic form, is not a 

belief: it is the 
absence of belief. 
An atheist is not 

primarily a person 
who believes that a 
god does not exist; 
rather, he does not 

believe in the 
existence of God."

[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]



1/22/2025

46

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

"

'without theism

Notice that Smith, 
without any argument, 
moves from negating 
'theism' 

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

without belief 

"

'without theism

to negating 
'belief'.

Notice that Smith, 
without any argument, 
moves from negating 
'theism' 
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

without belief 

"

'without theism

to negating 
'belief'.

Notice that Smith, 
without any argument, 
moves from negating 
'theism' 

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"From the mere 
fact that a person 
is an atheist, one 
cannot infer that 

this person 
subscribes to 
any particular 

positive belief"
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 21]
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"From the mere 
fact that a person 
is an atheist, one 
cannot infer that 

this person 
subscribes to 
any particular 

positive belief"
[Smith, Atheism, 21, cf. p. 27]

"If atheism is 
correct, 
man is alone

 there is no god

 for knowledge, man 
must think for himself

 for success, man must 
work

 for happiness, man 
must strive to achieve it

all of these are sole 
responsibility of man

Keith Parsons
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Keith Parsons

"After all, 'atheism' 
means simply the 

lack of belief in 
God (and not, as is 

commonly 
supposed, the 
denial of God's 

existence)."
[J. P. Moreland and Kai Nielsen Does God Exist?  
The Great Debate (Nashville:  Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1990):  179 republished as Does God 
Exist?  The Debate Between Theists and Atheists
(Buffalo:  Prometheus Books, 1993):  179]
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What's at stake in 
the definition of 

atheism? 

Dan Barker
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Dan Barker

"Theists claim that 
there is a god; 

atheists do not. ... 
In any argument, 

the burden of 
proof is on the one 
making the claim." 

[Dan Barker, Godless: How an Evangelical 
Preacher Became One of America's Leading 
Atheists (Berkeley: Ulysses Press, 2008), 104]

Dan Barker

"Theists claim that 
there is a god; 

atheists do not. ... 
In any argument, 

the burden of 
proof is on the one 
making the claim." 

[Dan Barker, Godless: How an Evangelical 
Preacher Became One of America's Leading 
Atheists (Berkeley: Ulysses Press, 2008), 104]
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"Theists believe in God, 
while atheists do not have 
such a belief.  Many theists 

insist that it is the 
responsibility of the atheist 
to offer evidence justifying 

his lack of belief in God.  
But is the theist's demand 
rational?  Must the atheist 
justify his lack of belief in 
God?   Or does the burden 

rest with the theist?"
[B. C. Johnson, The Atheist Debater's Handbook (Buffalo:  
Prometheus Books, 1983):  11]
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"Theists believe in God, 
while atheists do not have 
such a belief.  Many theists 

insist that it is the 
responsibility of the atheist 
to offer evidence justifying 

his lack of belief in God.  
But is the theist's demand 
rational?  Must the atheist 
justify his lack of belief in 
God? Or does the burden 

rest with the theist?"
[B. C. Johnson, The Atheist Debater's Handbook (Buffalo:  
Prometheus Books, 1983):  11]
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First, some atheists 
are using verbal 

slight of hand when 
they define atheism. 

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)
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George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

George H. Smith
(1949-2022)

"As used throughout 
this book, 'theism' 

signifies the belief in 
any god or number of 

gods. The prefix 'a' 
means 'without,' so 
the term 'a-theism' 

literally means 
'without theism,' or 
without belief in a 

god or gods."
[George H. Smith, Atheism: The Case Against God 
(Buffalo: Prometheus, 1989), 7]

Granted that the suffix "ism" 
constitutes a belief system, 
Smith still illicitly has the 

negation "a" negating 
"belief" rather than negating 

"God."

Thus, rather than 

"no belief in a God" 

it should be 

"a belief in no God."



1/22/2025

57

Douglas E. Krueger

Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]
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Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha

Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' 

'a' means 
'without,' 



1/22/2025

59

Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' (which 

would mean 

'a' means 
'without,'

Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' (which 

would mean 'without god' 
or 'not-god')

'a' means 
'without,' 

'being without god.' 
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Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' (which 

would mean 'without god' 
or 'not-god')

to the alpha negating the 
assertion

'a' means 
'without,' 

'being without god.' 

does not assert

Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' (which 

would mean 'without god' 
or 'not-god')

to the alpha negating the 
assertion (which means 

the absence of the 
assertion of god instead 
of the absence of god).

'a' means 
'without,' 

'being without god.' 

does not assert
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Douglas E. Krueger

"The term 'atheism' is 
from the Greek atheos. 

The prefix 'a' means 
'without,' and the Greek 
theos means 'god,' so 
atheism means simply 

'being without god.' 
Theism asserts that 

there is a god, so 
atheism is the view 

which does not assert 
that there is a god."

[Douglas E. Krueger, What is Atheism? A Short 
Introduction (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998), 17]

Notice that Krueger 
moves from the alpha 
negating 'god' (which 

would mean 'without god' 
or 'not-god')

to the alpha negating the 
assertion (which means 

the absence of the 
assertion of god instead 
of the absence of god).

Michael Martin
(1932-2015)
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Michael Martin
(1932-2015)

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or 
'not' and 'theos' 'god.' From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone without 
a belief in God; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]

Michael Martin
(1932-2015)

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or 
'not' and 'theos' 'god.' From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone without 
a belief in God; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]
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Michael Martin
(1932-2015)

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or 
'not' and 'theos' 'god.' From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone without 
a belief in God; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]

Michael Martin
(1932-2015)

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or 
'not' and 'theos' 'god.' From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone

in God; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. 

From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone without 
a belief ; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
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Michael Martin
(1932-2015)

"If you look up 'atheism' in a 
dictionary, you will find it defined as 

the belief that there is no God. 
Certainly, many people understand 
'atheism' in this way. Yet this is not 

what the term means if one considers 
it from the point of view of its Greek 
roots. In Greek 'a' means 'without' or 
'not' and 'theos' 'god.' From this stand 
point, an atheist is someone without 
a belief in God; he or she need not 
be someone who believes that God 

does not exist."
[n.a., "General Introduction," in The Cambridge Companion to Atheism 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 1]

Second, this 
definition 

conflicts with 
the standard 

academic 
definition of 

atheism.
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Paul Edwards
(1923-2004)

Paul Edwards
(1923-2004)

Paul Edwards
(1923-2004)

Paul Edwards
(1923-2004)

Paul Edwards
(1923-2004)

"According to the most 
usual definition, an 
'atheist' is a person 
who maintains that 

there is no God, that is, 
that the sentence 'God 

exists' expresses a 
false proposition."

[Paul Edwards ed. in chief, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy (New York:  
Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1967):  s.v. "Atheism," p. 175.] 
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Ernest Nagel
(1901-1985)

Ernest Nagel
(1901-1985)

Ernest Nagel
(1901-1985)

Ernest Nagel
(1901-1985)

"[A]theism is not to be 
identified with sheer 

unbelief....  A child who 
has received no 

religious instruction ... 
is not an atheist—for 
he is not denying any 

theistic claims."
[Ernest Nagel, "Philosophical Concepts of Atheism" in Critiques of God:  
Making the Case Against Belief in God, Peter A. Angeles, ed.  pp. 4-5]
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Theodore M. Drange

"Is the proposition that God exists 
true or false? You are a theist if and 
only if you say that the proposition 
is true or probably true, you are an 
atheist if and only if you say that it 
is false or probably false, and you 
are an agnostic if and only if you 

understand what the proposition is, 
but resist giving either answer, and 
support your resistance by saying, 

'The evidence is insufficient' (or 
words to that effect)." 

[Theodore M. Drange "Atheism, Agnosticism, Noncognitivism," from 
https://infidels.org/library/modern/theodore_drange/definition.html, 
accessed 01/15/19] 

Theodore M. Drange

Graham Oppy

"Properly, we should define 
theism as the view that there's 
at least one god and atheism 
as the view that there are no 

gods, and monotheism then as 
the view that there is exactly 
on God and we call that one 

God with a capital 'G'. Atheists 
then are people who believe 
that there are no gods and 

particular in our context, they 
believe that God doesn't exist. 

... 
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Graham Oppy

"Other people like to say that 
atheism is just lacking the 

belief that God exists which 
lumps together ... the class of 

agnostics with the class of 
atheists; if you define it that 

way, which I don't like." 
[Gramham Oppy vs. Ben Arbour, "The Ontological Argument" on 
Capturing Christianity, You Tube video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udxfuPgq4TY, @1:05:20, accessed 
06/13/22] 

Neil Tennant
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Neil Tennant

"['Does God exist?'] is a 
philosophical question. At one 
extreme, the theist will answer 

'Yes', and off all manner of 
arguments and considerations 
in support of that answer. At 
the other extreme, the atheist
will answer 'No', and likewise 
offer all manner of arguments 
and considerations in support 

of that answer."
[Neil Tennant, Introducing Philosophy: God, Mind, World, and Logic (New 
York: Routledge, 2015), 29]

Third, this 
definition 
entails an 

absurdity if not 
an outright 

contradiction.
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The absurdity is that 
atheism could be 
true and God still 

exist. In other 
words, atheism 

would be indifferent 
to the question of 
God's existence.

The contradiction 
would be that 
theism and its 

opposite, atheism, 
could both be true 
at the same time!
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Argument

We are all atheists 
about most Gods. I'm 
just an atheist about 

one more God 
than you.
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Monarchianism

Anarchist
(no government)

Monarchianism

Constitutional 
Republican

Anarchist
(no government)
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Constitutional 
Republican

Anarchist
(no government)

"I just reject one more form of 
government than you."

"As soon as you understand why you 
reject all the other forms of government, 

you'll understand why I reject yours." 

Anarchist

Constitutional Republicanism
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Compare individual 
triangles with 

"triangularity" itself.
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Classical theism 
does not regard God 
as one example of a 
"kind" or "genus." 
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Philosophically 
speaking, the God of 

Christianity is not 
just one example of 
the category "God" 
or Deity in contrast 
to other examples 
like Zeus or Apollo 
or Horus or Osiris.

Edward Feser

"The … 'one god further' objection 
supposes that the God of classical 

theism is merely one further 
superhuman being alongside others 
who have found worshippers – Thor, 
Zeus, Quetzalcoatl, and so forth –
only a superhuman being of even 

greater power, knowledge, and 
goodness than these other deities 

have.  
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Edward Feser

"But of course, that is not what God 
is at all.  He is not 'a being' alongside 
other beings, not even an especially 

impressive one, but rather Being 
Itself or Pure Actuality, that from 
which all mere 'beings' (including 

Thor, Zeus, and Quetzalcoatl, if they 
existed) derive the limited actuality 

or existence they possess.  

Edward Feser

"Neither does He 'have' power, 
knowledge, goodness, and the like; 
rather, He is power, knowledge, and 
goodness (where the 'participation' 
relation in Plato’s theory of Forms is 
transformed by the classical theist 

into a relation between created 
things and their uncaused cause, in 

light of the doctrine of divine 
simplicity – and also thereby 

transformed, by Thomists anyway, 
into a kind of efficient-

causal relation)." 
[Edward Feser "The 'one god further' objection." 
https://edwardfeser.blogspot.com/2011/04/one-god-further-
objection.html, accessed 01/22/24]
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Argument

Extraordinary claims 
require extraordinary 

evidence.
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Extraordinary claims require 
extraordinary evidence

- Carl Sagan
(1934-1996)
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Why must 
extraordinary 
claims require 
extraordinary 

evidence?
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Why must a claim 
that has 

characteristic X, 
necessarily have 
evidence that has 
characteristic X?

If a claim is simple 
and rather 

straightforward, must 
the evidence for that 
claim also be simple 

and rather 
straightforward? 
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Consider 
Fermat's 

Last Theorem.

Pierre de Fermat
1601 - 1665
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Andrew Wiles' proof of 
Fermat's Last Theorem 

was over 100 pages in the 
Annals of Mathematics 
1995; very complicated 

evidence for a very simple 
claim!

Wiles, Andrew (1995). "Modular elliptic curves and Fermat's Last 
Theorem." Annals of Mathematics 141 (3): 443–551.

What is more, 
exactly what 

makes a claim 
extraordinary in 
the first place? 
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claim.extraordinary
making the of deity is the one

denies any notionthat the one who
it would seemnotion of deity, 

existence of someaffirmed the
all the world haveand throughout

throughout all timeSince most people

Argument
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Science flies you to 
the moon. Religion 

flies you into 
buildings.
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Science flies you to 
the moon. 
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Religion flies you 
into buildings. 

Science is good.
Religion is bad. 
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Religion cares for 
the injured, sick, 

and hungry.
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Science causes 
wide-spread death 
and destruction. 

Religion is good.
Science is bad. 
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Government protects 
the innocent and 

establishes justice.  

The private sector 
robs and pillages 
the innocent and 

flouts justice. 
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Government is good.
The private sector is bad.

The private sector 
contributes to 

community 
flourishing. 
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Government 
murders the 

innocent. 

The private sector is good.
Government is bad. 
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Thus, depending on 
your selection of the 

evidence, you 
could argue:
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This is known as the fallacy of special pleading; 
also known as the fallacy of selective evidence.

Argument
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Axial Tilt: The Reason 
for the Season 
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Why is the water boiling?

causal explanation
(efficient cause; sufficient condition; 

determinate cause)

intentional explanation
(intentional cause; psychological cause)

Why is the water boiling?

Argument
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Morality is doing what is 
right regardless of what 

you are told. 

Religion is doing what 
you are told regardless 

of what is right.
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Clearly, this "argument" 
is trying to make a point 
about human morality. 
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But there is a difference 
that needs clarifying 

between good and moral 
good (or right and 

moral right).

MORAL

Thus, before one can 
make any coherent 

philosophical argument 
employing the notion of 

moral good (or right), 
one must unpack the 

broader notion of 'good'.
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In the Classical tradition, 
the notion of 'good' 

must be understood in 
terms of the nature of 
the thing about which 
the judgment 'good' is 

made.

But once the atheist 
grants the notion of 

'nature' as a 
metaphysical category, 
additional metaphysical 
categories soon follow 

out of which the 
Classical cosmological 

argument can be 
constructed.
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Aristotle 
Camping 

Out with His 
Dog.
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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

 substance and accidents

 ten categories

 universals and particulars

 form and matter

 teleology

 act and potency

 four causes

Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

 substance and accidents

 ten categories

 universals and particulars

 form and matter

 teleology

 act and potency

 four causes

 essence/existence  
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Aristotle
(384-322 BC)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)

 substance and accidents

 ten categories

 universals and particulars

 form and matter

 teleology

 act and potency

 four causes

 essence/existence  
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With these 
philosophical truths, 

the classical 
philosopher can 
demonstrate the 

existence and 
attributes of the God 
of Classical Theism.
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Don't pray in my school 
and I won't think in your 

church.
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Funny response: 
You already "don't think" 

otherwise you wouldn't be 
an atheist!
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This is a illicit parallel. 

This is a illicit parallel. While 
it is "my" church, 
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This is a illicit parallel. While 
it is "my" church, it isn't 
"your" school. 

This is a illicit parallel. While 
it is "my" church, it isn't 
"your" school. Instead, it's 
"our" school.
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Science speaks of facts 
without having absolute 

certainty. 

Religion speaks of 
absolute certainty 

without having facts.
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