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Relativism:
Introduction

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

What Is 
Relativism?
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Relativism about "X" 
means that "X" or our 
knowledge of "X" is 

different for (i.e., relative 
to) different people.

Another word for 
'relative' or 'relativism' 

one might hear is 
'subjective' or 
'subjectivism'.
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Not all relativism or 
subjectivism is bad. 
Some relativism is 
completely normal.

Tasty or not?
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Deep or shallow?
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Big or little?

Relativism 
vs. 

Skepticism 
vs. 

Pluaralism
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 Relativism 
denies that there is a 
universal or objective 

truth about X.

 Skepticism
says that there may be 
objective truth about X, 

but we cannot know 
what that truth is.
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 Pluralism
is usually in reference 
to religious beliefs and 

comes in two types.

 Pluralism
sociologically speaking 
is the recognition that, 
within a given context, 

there is a variety of 
religious beliefs.
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 Pluralism
philosophically 

speaking is the claim 
that all religious beliefs 

are equally valid.


