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The!philosophicalldoctrinejthat
Knowing'is grounded in' some
Important way in the senses
(seeing, hearing, tasting,
touching, smelling) is known as
EMPIRICISM.




Empiricism]standslinicontrastito
Rationalism which maintains
that.reason (apart from the
senses) Is the primary If not the
sole basis for knowledge.
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John Locke George Berkeley David Hume

(1623-1704) (1685-1753) (1711-1776)




Modern empiricism concerned. itself
largely with the knowing of:

fqualities” or "properties (Locke); or
“ideas" and "perceiving" (Berkeley), or

impressions” or "sensations"” or
"“phenomena” (Hume).

Early on, modern empiricism was
committed to the notion that such
sensations were "caused” by external
objects or by "substances,"” though
such objects or substances were
themselves ultimately inexplicable or
unaccounted for by the wider
philosophy of these Modern Empiricists.




Later, Empiricists such as Hume began
to realize the implications of such a
divorce between knowing sensations
(also called "phenomena®) on the'one
hand and reality antecedent to (and
supposedly the "cause of") these
sensations on the other.
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ourdknowledgelofi

sensations
(phenomena)

whether our sensations
accurately represent
external reality?




Modern! Empiricismlhas
continued to.influence Western
philosophy.and has developed

Into what can be called

Contemporary Empiricism.

With]the'transition;from!Modern
Empiricism’into.Contemporary,
Empiricism, philosophers have less
and less sought to understand
human knowing along the
categories of Classical
metaphysics.




Continental'RationalistiTradition

René Descartes Baruch Spinoza Gottfried-Wilhelm:Leibniz
(1596-1650) (1632-1677) (1646-1716)

Immanuel Kant
(1724-1804)
British\Empiricistjlradition

[ 3 .
Joh? Locke George Berkeley Dayid Hume
(1632-1704) (1685-1753) (1711-1776)

Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)




The term 'classicaligenerally,
refers to ways of thinking
that track the contours of the
philosophy of the ancient
Greeks.
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There are'two!great
philosophical traditions’in
Western thought that have
endured since the ancient

Greeks.
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John

Locke
(1623-1704)

George

Berkeley
(1685-1753)
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Humel'

(1711-17.76)
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Classical’empiricism

maintains that all knowledge
begins in the senses, but is
completedlinkthelintellects

"From experiencelagainiee
the skill of.the craftsman ﬂ}[:)
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1{ The Basic Works ofAr/stotle (New York Random House 19'41
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gsOuriknowledge, taking
itsistart from things,
proceeds:in this order.
Eirst) it begins in
sense; second, itis
completed. in the
intellect.”*

[ThomasAqumas Truthyl 15115 trans: Mulligan, 48, in Truth (3 vols), vol. 1
[transYRobert\WAMulligan|(Chicago: Henry Regnery, 1952); vol. 2 trans.
Flames\VA McGlynn (Chicago: Henry,Regnery, 1953); vol. 3. trans. Robert
(le_cago Henry/Regnery, 1954). The three volumes were
{reprinted(askTruthl(Indianapalis: Hackett, 1994)]

gSensible things [are
that] from which

human reason takes
the origin of its

(1225:1274)

)
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gAccording to its manner of
knowinglinithe present life,
thelintellect depends on the
sense.for.the origin of
knowledge; and so those
thingsithat/do not fall under
thelsenses cannot be grasp
Ibyithelhuman intellect except
insolfar;as the knowledge of
themjis gathered from
sensible things."

[Mhomas! Aquiéj Summal Contra Gentiles, |, 3, §3. Trans. Anton C.
Regist(NotrelDame:{University/of Notre Dame Press, 1975), 1, 64]

sOQuriknowledge of
principles
themselves is
derived from
sensible things."

[lhomasfAquinasy SummalContra Gentiles, I, 83, §32. Trans. James F.
NotrelDame:University.of Notre:Dame Press, 1975), Il, 282]

T
omas’‘Aquinas

(1225:1274)

(1225:1274)
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"The senses are
only the bearers: of;
a message which
they are incapable
of reading, for only,
the intellect can
decipher it.:*

[Etienne Gilson, Thomist Realism and the Critique of Knowledgel(San - ~/ Etle n ne G | Ison

Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1983), 199. While in context' Gilsoniwas
referring to the act of existing, | believe this point can be extendedito (1 884-1 978)
other metaphysical aspects of things.]

Surrendering the Epistemological Turf to

the Modernists and Post Modernists
i
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Too many Christians have more or
less surrendered the territory of
empirical knewledge.to the Logical
Positivists and‘toxscientism” (e.q.,
Richard Dawkins).

They have erroneously let
contemporaty scientists set the
agenda whenithese,scientists claim
that all knowledgelisiconstrained to
the boundaries of the physical
world.
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These Christians have lost sight of
the fact thatiwhile all knowledge
begins in experience, that is not the
end of‘thelmatter.

According to classical empiricism,
all knowledge,begins in experience
and is completed.in the intellect.




God st Wonders
in Creation
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. The heavens declare the gIory of God

" and the firmament shows His =~
handlwork Day unto day utters speech,

‘.'- S and mght unto mght reveals knowledge. :

 There is no speech nor language where =
thelr voice is not heard. Their line has -
gone out through all the earth and thelr.'-_ el
words to the end of the worId e
e T IR S e Psalm191_'

The heavens declare |

HIS rlghteousness

And aII the peoples
see HIS glory

Psalm 97 6
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God st Wonders
before the
Nation Israel

o Exodus 19:16 <

“Then.it. came to pass on
—.the:third:day, in the
morning, that there-were
thunderings:and:lightnings,
and a thick:cloudionithe
mountain; and the sound-of.
the:trumpet was very:-loud,
~.so.that all.the: people who;
| were'in:the camp
trembled. "
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o Exodus 20:18 <

"Now: all the people
witnessed the thunderings,
the lightning flashes; the
sound:of.the:trumpet, and
the mountain’smoking;iand
 when the people'saw.it,

they.trembled and stood
afar off = '

> Deut 30533 <

““The LORD:yourGod! who 1goeS, before Y ou; He WI// f/ght -

“forlyouNaccordingitolall HeldialforgyoulinlEgypt before your
eyes, andin‘the W/ldernessiwhere oudsawihow/ the [LO}RD)
your God carried'youlasialmankcarriesthis] sonﬂm el
way that you went untillyoulcame}telthis] place e, ferell - |
that, you did not believe!the LORD your God wholwentinge
the way before you to search out al p/ace 'for you to pitch

your tents, to show you the wayiyou! fshould go, in the fire

byrnlght and in the cloud by day.
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*Andllfcommanded
Joshua at that time,
saying, "Your eyes have
seen all that the LORD

- Deut. 4:3 <=

"Your eyes have seen
what the LORD did at Baal
Peor..."
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- Deut. 4:9 <

“... and diligently keep
yourself, lest you forget
the things your eyes have
seen ..."

o Deut. 4:12 <=

“And the LORD spoke to
you out of the midst of
the fire. You heard the
sound of the words, but
saw no form; you only
heard a voice."
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- Deut. 4:36 <

“Out of heaven He let you
hear His voice, that He
might instruct you; on

earth He showed you His

great fire, and you heard
His words out of the
midst of the fire."

- Deut. 5:23-24 <«

"So it was, when you heard the
voice from the midst of the
darkness, while the mountain was
burning with fire, that you came
near to me, all the heads of your
tribes and your elders. And you
said: ‘Surely the LORD our God has
shown us His glory and His
greatness, and we have heard His
voice from the midst of the fire. We
have seen this day that God speaks
with man; yet he still lives.
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o Deut. 10:21 <

"He is your praise,
and He is your God,
who has done for you
these great and
awesome things

which your eyes haver .,

seen.”

the LORD which He
did.”
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[ heselare;the words of the covenant
&whichithe LORD commanded Moses to %

make,withjthe, ch|Idren of IsraeI |n the Iand_

ofMoab ¥ beS|des the! covenant wh|ch Hel

made W|th them in Horeb"’{2} NowkMose b
y caIIed all Israel and 'said to them:s AL %

PRI

ave seen aII that the LORD, d|d before % ,‘

,-j'iand to,all his servants and to aII his'land-
- {3} the great tnals wh|ch your eyes hav'
'w_fseen

1 Sam. 19:5 <

... and the LORD brought
about a great deliverance for
all Israel. You saw it and
rejoiced.
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1 Sam. 24:10 <

Look, this day your eyes have g

you today ...

1 Sam. 7:10 <

But the LORD thundered with g%

a loud thunder ...
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- 2 Sam. 22:14 <

"The LORD thundered from
heaven, and the Most High
uttered His voice.

S . Psaim 18 13 <

The LORD thundered from p 8
heaven And the Most ngh
uttered HIS vo:ce T

31



:.f'

E y CRil
s?o xo}_, o@

»4 )'
m-e"ﬁ ri

wﬁagues fojyoumverny
hearanojonlyols

IServantSandjonhou

lpeop/eNthatyoulmay,
lknowdthatithereliSirs

[none]likelVclinges
allithelearth i (

.f'

d
\.99 Exo 19 29 )
Zcp ,f/'
Sol I_\ﬂ’q‘igs&sa/d t@&ﬂm
ik "As Soonfas [ leve
= g"o‘ne @‘ftﬁ@mﬂ
Willlspie aalotdmy /
Li&mb@ili@tli@
thiindegwillfceaseNana
therelwilllbelnolmore;
loell, thet: youw meyy
lknowdthatih R
fearthlisithelis

32



g
1./;
.....

\.9°Exo +1O 2«)
. A WG

=y ‘Z"and ithatlyoulmays

[ tell i thg,'hear/ng
your ISon andjy
| o lie mlsfity s v
ﬂ&El@ﬂE e
Wuﬂm 'S
ihaveldenelamang]
themSthatlyoulmays
lknedthaqfamithels
(

l

A{I‘E’)Eof% U/ e@

WBut aga/nst none @?ﬂ}@
o gh//gren;oﬂ'/srae/ Ishall
ﬁég movelitsliongue?
W Z0ainstimanlogbeast /
thatlyoulmaygknovjthatll &
the] A®RPIdoes]make] 4
aaifferencelbetween

the]Egyptians éﬁg
ISraelsd

33



- Luke 1:1-4 <

"Inasmuch as many have taken:in
hand to set in order a narrativeof;
those things which have been: fulfilled,
among us, just as those who.fromithe
beginning were eyewitnesses and.
ministers of the word delivered themito
us, it seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding. of allithings
from the very first, to write to youlan
orderly account, most excellent,
Theophilus, that you may: know;the
certainty of those things in:whichlyou,
were instructed.*
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- Acts 10:37-41 <

"And we are witnesses of all
things which He did both in the
land of the Jews and in
Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on a tree. Him God
raised up on the third day, and
showed Him openly, not to all the
people, but to witnesses chosen
before by God, even to us who
ate and drank with Him after He
arose from the dead.”

< 1 John 1:1-3 =

“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the Word of life—
the life was manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested to us—that
which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ.”

-
-
-
-
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/

Maryfand other wom _.: ;

A(Matt. 28:1210)

theiway,to Emmaus

! . \
the two d){sq&l_es on\

( *(Luke 24:13-35)

v Rom. 1:20 =
"For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes are
clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and
Godhead ..."
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In many instances, the test
for truth will differ according
to the kind of thing about
which the statement is made.
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= Wlheology,
. Philosoghy .

Philosophy

Different,aspectsjof reality

require different:methodsjof

inquiry andjtools'of analysis.
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Questlpns of'mathematics
,requwe methods\ of i inquiry,
and tools 0 ,}analy3|s-
--"""approprlate to the
mathematical aspects of

] reality.
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Questgs of natural gglence
require methods oi" mquwy and

tools of analysis approprlate to
the physical aspects of reality.

n L —
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> 1wo Philosophical Mistakes<
The Lesser

taking the methods of inquiry and tools of analysis
for one aspect of reality and illicitly using them
for another aspect of reality
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> ITwo Philosophical Mistakes=<
The Lesser

taking the methods of inquiry and tools of analysis
for one aspect of reality and illicitly using them
for another aspect of reality

The Greater

taking the methods of inquiry and tools of analysis
for one aspect of reality and illicitly using
for reality as a whole

41



Etienne Gilson
1884-1978

Etienne Gilson
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Etienne Gilson
1884-1978

Etienne Gilson
1884-1978

“Metaphysical adventures
are doomed to fail when
their authors substitute

the fundamental' concepts
of any particular science

for those of metaphysics.

Theology, logic, physics,

biology, psychology,
sociology, economics are
fully, competentito solve
their own problems by,
their own methods;

‘on the other hand ... as
metaphysics aims at
transcending all particular
knowledge, no particular
science is competent
either to solve
metaphysical problems;
or. to judge their
metaphysical solutions:*

(Etienne! Gilson; The! Unity.of. Philosophical
Experience; pp: 309-310).
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Iio) [312) SYVIAZ

v2 Our sensory faculties'are not'omniscient?

v© Our sensory.faculties are not infallible.

v Our sensory faculties are affected by the Fall.
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To'BerSure

vaWelas human beings are not' omniscient?
v. We as'human beings are not infallible.

v" We as human beings are affected by the Fall.

YoUrheariconcermsiikers
EEmpiricism'can't give you'logic.
&' Empiricism_can't give you metaphysics.
O Empiricism can't give you morality.

O Empiricism can't give you God.




Thenktheconecernsigors
Either .. Or ...

Empiricism' can/t justify induction v" Because empiricism can't give
(inductive reasoning). logic, metaphysics, morality or God,
then empiricism proves none of

Empiricism shows'that deduction
P ¥ oy those disciplines are true.

(deductive reasoning) is nothing
more than circularreasoning. Thus, empiricism is just another

Because of this, Empiricism cannot way of saying that science is the
give us any knowledge at all. only way to truth.

Thus, some other means is
necessary for human knowing.

Thenktheconecernsigors

Either, ... Or ...

Empiricism' can/t justify induction v" Because empiricism can't
(inductive reasoning). logic, metaphysics, na
then empiricism.¢

mpiricism shows that,deduction o R

(deductive reasoning) is nothing
more than circular reasoning. v Thus .sm is just another

Because of this, Empiricism cannot -ying that science is the
give us any knowledge at all. ot way to truth.

Thus, some other means is
necessary for human knowing.




CUEICIPESIIE;
Empiricism:

The Challenge of Rationalism
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Challenges*to
Empiricism:
The Challenge of Scientism
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Challenges*to
Empiricism:

The Challenge of Postmodernism
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Frledrlch ;Nletzsc
(1844-1900)>

Michael Foucault Jacqués Derrlda%f

(19,2'6-{984) v Sy 930’2’004&* e

]
FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
in WBiblical
INTERPRETATION

_ THOMAS HOWE
TR

Richard Rorty
(1931-2007)

ThomasiHowe
Southern Evar'rﬁelical Seminary
7
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Occultism

Respondingtosthe
Concerns about and
Challenges to
Empiricism




InadequatelresSponsesys

Some! Christians mistakenly think thatour
fallennessiprevents humans from knowing
truth through, our senses so some sort of
Presuppositional apologetic method
IS required.

1 , ‘ . r
%:—I Clark Greg L. Bahnsen lC,orneIius Van Til -~ Garl*F."H. FHenry
211985) [ & | (1948-1995) A TS 05, L (1913-2003))

N5

\\

John Frame Jason Lisle .
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Other: Christians mistakenly think thattwhat
iIS'needed is some sort of "balanced”
apologetic in terms of which the methods of

empiricism are supplemented by other
means of "knowing," often drawing
elements from Scripture, Rationalism
or: Intuitionism.

Both/And
A Balanced
Ap()l()UP’[lC

...........
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Inadequiatelre Spensest .

Some. Christians mistakenly.think:that
Special'Revelation (the Scriptures) are
somehow given by God as a remedy to the
failings of our senses.

Inadequiatelre Spensest .

We will. deal more directly with this'last
point when we cover Faith and Reason.




God has created us as
humans to be able to know
the physical world through

our senses.
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It is no wonder that the
enemy would not want us
to trust our senses since:

s Itis by our senses that we see that the heavens
declare the handiwork of God. (Ps. 19:1)

It is by our senses that the invisible attributes of
God are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made. (Rom. 1:20)

It is by our senses that the Christian is able to
"make a defense to everyone who asks you to
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet
with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Pet. 3:15)
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