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The e(;}nplete glideto

GEORGE LUCAS talks to Bill Moyers about
the spiritual side of the Force
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THE FORCE AWAKENS

THE RISE OF SKYWALKER
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Are we readlng too much
mto the dialogue: and |
sym bollsm'?_ .

>

"When 1 d/d Star Wars [
~consciously set aboutto

- re-create myths and the -

~ classic mytholog/cal i
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*use those motlfs fo deal N ;
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Was Lucas |ntent|onally
trylng to teach somethlng’?

What |s the ewdence that
, there |s a
Rellglon of the Force’?
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Lucas\_[ntended
thegllglowes,.'t@ b
be Rellglous |

t "There's, again, a
a  mixture of all kinds of
mythology and
religious beliefs that
have been
amalgamated into the
movie, and l've tried to
take the ideas that
seem to cut across the
most cultures,
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BY JOSEPH CAMPBELL

BOLLINGEH SERIES XVII  PRIMCETON

"because I'm
fascinated by that and
| think that's one of the
things that I really got

from Joe Campbell,
was that what he was
trying to do is find the
common threads
through the various
mythology, through the
religions."

' “:j_i‘).’.seph Campbell
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(1904-1987)

3_-'7 .-"

7/4/2024

15



T —
TF |[|
1[ O \f[“ R
ﬁ "‘% R

7/4/2024

eph Campbell
(1904-1987)  +

"When the film
came out, almost
every Single
religion took Star
Wars and used it
as an example of
their religion.
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' "If it's a tool that

can be used to
® make old stories
- be new and relate

fo younger
people, that's
what the whole

point was."
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perform
“miracles.”

after death. 4
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he®Force
enables one fo
seetihe fufure.

The Force enables one
fo have the powers of
remote viewing.
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ways, even 1o
the end of
the age.”

7/4/2024

22



The Religion of
the fForce keys in
on the important
theme of human

morality.

Lucas soughtite
awaken a

spirituality: ana a
belief in God in

(N the movie goer:
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& Similarities <2

o There IS a spiritual dimension

' to Ilfe

*» Thereys alsupreme Power in

rea u

& Sirriilarities o
X Hume}ns ale caught in'a
confliet betWeen good and
evil 7

a . .
X HumaHs have a choelce in this
conflict.
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& Simililarities <2

» Evil Can befovercome by
' maklng peper contact with
the Supreme Power.
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& Simiilarities <=2

*» "Faithg is ap essential
ingredienipthis contact'with
the Supreme Power.

& Simililarities <2

X There}is immortality awaiting
' the falthful
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"I don't see Star Wars as
profoundly religious. | see
Star Wars as taking all of the
issues that religion
represents and trying to distill
them down into a more
modern and more easily.
accessible construct that
people can grab onto to
accept the fact that there is a
greater mystery out there.

"When | was ten years old |
asked my mother | said 'Well,
if there's only one God, why
are there so many religions?*
And over the years I've been
pondering that question ever
since and it would seem'to
me that the conclusion ['ve
come to is that all.the
religions are true. They just
see a different part of
the elephant”
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Peripheral Beliefs
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Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

PoesIGodIEXiSi
Honor your hatlisiGedllilker
parents and Whe is Jesus?
elders. Is them (it efer dealin?
Hew Chelgain

Do not steal.

Be fair. Do not lie.

~n||||||\ \ o

@

N@rman of.Chris Afaolo etics;

R
\ <5

ma-uﬂ'

Southernvaa}' g WA

: ‘Past PreS|dent Internatlonal.

31



7/4/2024

.. B
& Differences =

The Forc'é‘is an ‘ The Christian God is a
impersonal energy field, | personal beingiwho is the

Cheated by‘liﬁ\g thingsM| transcendent creator and
'and permeatingfall upholder of all things.
things. (Matt. 6:9; John 14:9;

“ Gen. 1:1,121; Isaiah 40)

e
& Differences =

The Force has both a
good side ar%l an evil

' side
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B
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The Force has both a The Christian'God is
good side an.d an evi absolutelysgood with no
' side) taint of evil¥(Psalm 99:9)
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.
& Differences =

The Forcelis anti- God has revealed Himself
empirical, teaching that throughithe things that
one shouldfnet'trustithe are madel(Rom. 1:20).
’ senses that God

created in.us.

= —-——-—a?»- 2 ;

-uftes ;@17@ clearly seen, bemg“*’*

uriderso byathe thingskilian Achiadon
___His eternal power: and Godhead. ...
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el
& Differences =<

The Forcens anti- Christianity/lis'based on
empirical, teaching that eyewitness testimony.
one shouldinet trustitheM] (Luke 24:36%43; Acts 1:3;
' senses that God 1 John 1:1-2)

created in.us.

< 1 John 1:1-3 =

“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the Word of life—
the life was manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested to us—that
which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ.”
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& leferences R

The Force is non ratlonal God is a'person to be

a power to be felt o] U] : not discovered through
to be percewed ©F creation, known by
thought. reason, and loved with
one's heart. (Matt. 22:

“ 36, 37)

e
& Differences =

Yoda teache’é‘that one The Bible'teaches that
knows good Wm evillby | one knows,good from evil
fgelmgs namely, beingMl by testing,’evidence, and
alm, peaceful, passive. | discernment. (1 John 4:1;
1 Thess. 5:21; Hebrews
5:13-14)
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.. B
& Differences =

In Star Wars,‘bur humahn The Bible'teaches that
nature is ultimately _a humans have both a
rgn-physic‘a‘l uminesity™] material’and immaterial

aspect. (Genesis 2:7)

e
& Differences =

When a Jedi'Master dies | The Scriptures'teach that
he demateﬁalizes._ the soul.ofithe believer
" goes directly'to heaven
awaiting our physical
bodies to be resurrected.
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.. B
& Differences =

When a Jedi Master dies | "So we arealwaysi confident,
knowing that while we are at

he demat allzes )
.‘ home inithe body we are
' absent from'the Lord. {7} For
we walk by faith, not by sight.
{8} We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be absent

from the'body and to be
presentiwithithe Lord.

(2 Cor. 5:6-8)

B
& Differences <

After death, a‘J‘edi Master | The Scriptures teach that
can appealnas a all our.bodies' are
umlnous\t @anslucent physically'resurrected in

belng the end.
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el
& Differences =

After death, a.Jedi Master | ‘Do not marvelatithis; for the
can appeg- as a hour is coming in whichall

who are in‘thelgraves will hear
His voice and come forth—
being. those who have done good, to
the resurrection of life, and
those wholhave done evil, to
theiresurrection of
condemnation-*(John 5:28-29)

umlnous!t ranslucent
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If the religion of the
Force is naot Chiistian,
v@at religionlis¥itiZ

What difference does it

make if onﬁfollows the
religion offthejEerce,or
the religion,of JesUsiz

A\l
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What should eur

response be?

Be able to defend youriChristianjfaith.
(1 Pet. 3:15)

Be equipped to knowjithe difference between
pantheism, panentheism, and theism.

. Be eqiipped to ki owt-he differ€ncesbetween
occul§philosophy"and*a solindk€hristi
philesophy.

-

Understand thediffer@ce between rightfaind

wrong from soun@direason andirevea
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