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{In contemporary philosophy,
' evil usually has to do,with:
pain; suffering, and death:
-

—— .
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two arguments
far the
nonexistence
of Cod

Nonbelie
sEVIL

| THEODORE M. DRANGE

“Tolformulate the
argument fromi evil
in the strongest
possible way, it
seems' tormelthat it

would suffice to take
‘evil’ torrefer just to
suffering and
premature death."

[Nonbelief and  Evil: Two Arguments: for the.

Nonexistence of God, (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998),
27]
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Y Thisydefinition of evil'in
' contemporary philosophy:
' differs from the definitionof
evil in the Classical /
Scholastic (i.e., Aristotelian /
" Thomistic) tradition:
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¥ One of thexmost common
‘distinctions contemporany:

" philosophers'make regarding

evillistbetweenmms

—— .
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¥ One of thesmost common
‘distinctions contemporany:
" philosophers'make regarding
eviliistbetweenms
» natural evilrancdymoral evil.
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. Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and
| death that is not caused by any
conscious agent.
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The.

. ; ;

Gambridge Gompanion
1o

ATHEISM

MICHAEL MARTIN

"The existence of
evil is the most
fundamental threat
to the traditional
Western concept of
an all-geod, all-
powerful God.
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"Both natural evil,
the suffering that
occurs as a result of
physical
phenomena, and
moral evil, the
suffering resulting
from human actions,
comprise the

problem of euvil.

"If evil'cannot be
accounted for, then
belief in the
traditional Western
concept of God is
absurd."”

[Andrea M. Weisberger, "The Argument from Evil," in
The Cambridge Companion to Atheism, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2007), 166, emphasis in
original]
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Problem of EL vil
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”

& the logical problem of evil is™
‘? notion that the propositions

“God exists” T

and
-

“Evil existsg
y are:logically incompatible

;5 Withivery few exceptions,™
* the consensus among
contemporary philosophers
is that there is no,logical

problem. of evill
—— .
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J.L.Mackie

THE
MIRACLE
OF
THEISM

Arguments for
and against the
Existence of

God

"We can concede
that the problem of
evil does not, after

all, show that the

central doctrines
of theism are
logically
inconsistent with
one another."”

[The Miracle of Theism, (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1982), 154]
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ATHEI-SM

A Philosophical Justification

o

MICHAEL MARTIN

“Because of the
failure of deductive
arguments from evil,
atheologians have
developed inductive
or probabilistic
arguments from evil
for the nonexistence
of God.*

[Atheism: A Philosophical Justification, (Philadelphia:

Temple University, Press, 1990), 335]

Mic'rpael Martin
({932-2015)

Mic'rpael Martin
(@932-2015)
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THE

PHILOSOPHICAL
QUARTERLY

Vou. 10 No. 39 APRIL 1960

GOD AND EVIL

A Tue ProBLEM STATED :

Evil is a problem for the theist in that a contradiction is involved in
the fact of evil on the one hand, and the belief in the omnipotence
and perfection of God on the other. God eannot be both all-powerful and
perfectly good if evil is real. This contradiction is well set out in its detail
by Mackie in his discussion of the problem.! In his discussion Mackie seeks
to show that this contradiction cannot be resolved in terms of man's free
will. In arguing in this way Mackie neglects a large number of impartant
points, and concedes far too much to the theist. He implicitly allows that
whilst physical evil creates a problem, this problem is reducible to the
problem of moral evil and that therefore the satisfactoriness of solutions
of the problem of evil turns on the compatibility of free will and absolute
goodness. In fact physical evils create a mumber of distinet problems which
are not reducible to the problem of moral evil. Further, the propossd soh-
tion of the problem of moral evil in terms of free will renders the attempt
10 sccount for physical evil in terms of moral good, and the attempt thereby
to reduce the problem of evil to the problem of moral evil, complately un-
‘tenable. Moreover, the account of moral evil in terms of free will breaks
down on more obvious and less disputable grounds than those indicated
by Mackie. Maral evil can be shown to remsin a problem whether or not
fewe will s compatible with abeolute goodness. lmmrmmpmmu..
paper 1o reopen the discussion of the problem of evil”, by approaching
it from & more general standpoint, examining a wdrr variety of solutions
than those considered by Mackie and his crities.

1 Evil and Qmaipotence "', Mind, 1855.

7/4/2024

“Evil is a problem for
the theist in that a
contradiction is
involved in the fact of
evil on the one hand

and the belief in the
omnipotence and
perfection of God on
the other.”

[FH=J" McCloskey, "God and Evil," The Philosophical Quarterly 10, no. 39
(April 1960): 97-114]
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» ?K Richard Carrier

® > Blogs

ABOUT GET BOOKS TAKE CLASSES HOW TO HELP BOOKING DR. CARRIER

Is a Good God Logically Search This Blog

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

Philosopher James Sterba just came out with a book of that title, arguing for the conclusion that a
good God is logically impossible, given present observations. At the same time, Michael Shermer
and Brian Huffling published in Skeptic Magazine a closing exchange in reaction to their debate on Follsw Richard Carrisi’s Work

the same question. & Announcements

Both are very interesting reads; Sterba's even quite useful, if you want to hone your ability to
i i ith oo fotbha tactice dalucional

couooant fromn Cuil poob ba dicoi

£ i

r'So'as clever and
vseful l'find Sterba’s
argument to be, | don't

See it providing a
legical proof of the
Nimpossibility of a good
God."

15
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The.
Gambridge Gompanion
1o

ATHEISM

v
MICHAEL MARTIN

"The deductive argument
from evil claims'that there
IS a contradiction inherent
in affirming both the
existence of an
omnipotent, @mniscient,
and wholly good God and
the existence of euvil.

[Weisberger, "Argument,” Cambridge Companion, 167]
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The basic intuition of the
inconsistency'involved in
the problem of evil is
captured by the following
formulation, from Michael
Martin:

1. God is all-powerful.
2. God is all good.
3. Evil exists in great abundance.

[Weisberger, "Argument," Cambridge. Companion, 166]

Most philosophers today
agree that ... surely no
direct contradiction is
generated by the three
premises, without the
addition of‘qualifying
Statements. "

[Weisberger, "Argument,” Cambridge Companion, 167]
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Y _The Pastoral
(Existential)
. Problem,of Evil

5 :
The Philosophical /

Inductive / Evidential/

| Moral Problem.of"Evil

—q -

-
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DIALOGUES
CONCERNING
NATURAL
RELIGION

David Hume
(1711-17?@)

-
r i

GREAT BOOKS IN PHILOSOPHY
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Philo: “Epicurus*old

questions: are'yet

unanswered: Is he

willing to prevent

evil, but not able?

thenlis helimpotent.

Isthelable; but not

willing 2 then'is'he

malevolent. Is'he

both ableland

willing?'whenceithen 2

isievil2* L7
David Hume

[DialoguesiConcerningtNaturalReligion

(AmherstiRPrometheusBooks;1989);184] (1 711-1 776)

20
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“God, [Epicurus] says,
either wishesito take
away evils; and is
unable; or He.is able,
and is unwilling; or He
is neither willing nor
able, or He.is both
willing'and able.

21



“If He'istwilling'and is
unable, He'is feeble,
whichlis not in
accordance with the
character of God; if He
is able and unwilling,
He is envious, Which is
equally;at variance with
God;

“If He'isi both"willing
and able, which alone
is suitable'to'God, from
what source then are

evils? or why/does He
not remove them?”

[Lactantius, On the Anger of God, X1V,
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0703:htm, accessed 06/19/23]

7/4/2024
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It would'seem that
Lactantius was
mistakenlin attributing
this quote or sentiment
to Epicurus.

=~
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» ~'Premise 1 =

If God is all good (omnibenevielent),
‘ He would prevent evil.

-
n-q -

L 4

»  &'Premise 2 =

If God is all powerful (omnipotent),
He could'prevent evil.

-
n-q -
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8 &'Premise 3 =

If God knew in.advance that creation
Y would fall into sin He would have

either: —

t-q -

e Fremise 3 <

e,
left well enough | takenisteps to

alone and not prevent the
created in the | occurrence
first place » of euvil

25
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,~, 'Premise 4 <

There.is evil, i.e. evil A
is not prevented.

-
_q.

L4

§ & Conclusions =

Either evil does Nnot exiSt
or God is'not all-good
or'God'isinetiall-powerfuli(emboth)
or God is notall-knowing
or. God.does'not exist:

26
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'. & Conclusions =

L

->

Either evil does not exiSty
or God is'not all-good

or Godis notiallzpowerfulyeigboth)

or God is notall-knowing

-

N o God.does' not exist.

-

3 &'Premise 1 < n 3 aPremise 2 < . 3 a'Premise 3 =

» If God is all good (omnibenevolent), » If God is all powerful (omnipotent), If God knew in.advance that creation
He would'prevent evil. t He could prevent evil: ¥ would fall into sin He would'have

'

either:

- _ Y .

- -

s o - . -
3" ~'Premise 3 < 3 aPremise 4 < 3 @ Conclusions =
left well enough takenistepsito A There.is evil, i.e. eVil J® : Either evil does Not exiSts
alone and not prevent the ! is not prevented. ¢ or God is'not all-good
created in the occurrence or'Godlis not all-powerful_.(gr'goth)
first place oftevil or God is notall-knowing
«or, God.does'not exist.

-

5 , . : Y
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;’ Evil does not exist.
God is not all-good.
God is not all-powerful:
God'is not all-knowing®™
God.does not exist.

L
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Evil'does+

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)
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The escape is brought about by your
acceptance of the Atonement, which enables you to realize that
your errors never really occurred.

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)

THE PHEMOMEMAL #1 BESTSELLER

A
RETURN
T O
L OV E

RaHections on the F:in:iph.-:. of

A COURSE IN MIRACLES

Marianne Williamson

30



”Luxup_ Startanewgroup | E"9Veh 7| Lo

A Course In Miracles Meetups in Atlanta

Here's a look at some A Course In Miracles
Meetups happening near Atlanta.

: ! o ronsentt § _ A Course in Miracles Study
A Course in Miracles in iCourse in‘Miracles Study § Group Meetup-
Group - Suwanee Marietta/Roswell
We're We're 50 Members

A Course In Miracles - Venice
Fl

We're 24 Members @

LIVING MIRACLES 7_} HOME TEACHERS EVENTS ACIM GROUPS CONTACT DONATE

Welcome to the Living Miracles South Africa Community Stay Updated

David Hoffmeister and the Messengers held a series of deeply inspiring and Enter your email address to get
healing discussion evenings, gatherings and retreats around South Africa in updates from us.

December last year, a tour that gave rise to the desire for more such events to

spread the teachings of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa. We have _ m
invited them to return, so watch this space for details or sign up to our mailing

list. To help you to keep living miracles in the mean time, you can find out about

Course discussion sessions and retreats being held throughout South Africa and

access helpful resources through this site.

7/4/2024

31



spread the tea s of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa.

LIVING M[RACEK HOME TEACHERS EVENTS ACIMGROUPS CONTACT

Welcome to the Living Miracles South Africa Community Stay Updated

David Hoffmeister and the Messengers held a series of deeply inspiring and Enter your email address to get
healing discussion evenings, gatherings and retreats around South Africa in updates from us.

December last year, a tour that gave rise to the desire for more such events to

spread the teachings of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa. We have _
invited them to return, so watch this space for details or sign up to our mailing

list. To help you to keep living miracles in the mean time, you can find out about

Course discussion sessions and retreats being held throughout South Africa and

access helpful resources through this site.
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4, MEANING OF THE DEATH ON THE CROSS
the Son of Man did not offer himself
as a sacrifice to appease the wrath of God and to open the way for sinful man
to obtain salvation;

Neither was the Master’s death on
the cross a sacrifice which consisted in an effort to pay God a debt which the rac
of mankind had come to owe him.

7/4/2024
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Atlanta Urantia Study Group

Lile Atter" Life Alter
& Dea &

b

el
October 20, 2013

Your Study Location for the UB in Atlanta
Home About Us  Contact Us  Pictures e Videos Hew ltems \aps Guest Book

This weeks featured video:

| Search | The Urantia Book, Paper 24, Higher Personalities of the Infinite Spirit, &aTﬂ BANTONY
@l

% Section 1, The Universe Circuit Supendsors, Page (264.1) or 24.0.1 v -
UB Study D t
i Mesting October 16, 2013 i
Find a Btudy Group ftire
1$8

Interna al Directory

Uversa Register Basic it
Uversa Register Advanced
Absclute to Lversa
Golden Rules

Our Religion

Adam and Eve's Children e . f’e:r']é, 2013

Roger's Corner
AJourney to beliefs

S “In Wy Opinion”

UB Forward Simplification Worship and Praver Guide

Useful Links
Glossarized Urantia Book
Online
1955 Footnoted Edition
The Urantia Book
Historical Society
A History of the Urantia
Papers K
The Paramony Cross 4 . o
Reference Resource i it e Uil sanen
Urantia Paper to Bible 4 S rsal ""‘Jﬁ' N
Bible to Urantia Paper
Bible Gateway online bible
search
Topical Index for The
Urantia Book Search
The Urantia Bock Timeline

Children's Corner
Looking for New |deas

Whispers Song
UE Youth Site

Lleantia Dok bt M Click forl grge Flash Varsion

English | Suomi

Search this Website:

URANTIA.

’ FOUNDATION 9808 T

The Urantia Book Urantia Foundation Get Involved Contact Us Contact Readers

2017 Announcements
May (1) Annual Reports
March (8) Appointments
2016 in Distribution Audio Urantia Book
December (12) = Printer-friendly version (= Send by email Board Meeting Decisions
September (4) Date: Chmes_e Translation
June (9) Sat, 12/01/2007 Commlttge Repgn:s
March (8) Author: D_amgh Tl_anslatmn
2015 SHAGHe Co% Dlstnbutlolj 7
December (8) Dutch Publishing
September (9) By Simone Cox, South Africa Education Outreach
July (1) English Publishing
June (11) Note from Tamara Wood — Urantia Foundation Coordinator for the South African Initiative: Estonian Publishing
March (10) Farsi Translation
2014 A project to place over 1000 Urantia Books across Southern Africa has been sponsored by many individuals within the reader community and  Finpish Publishing
December (9) carried out by Mark Bloomfield. The project began in June when the first shipment of 500 books was received by Mark in Port Elizabeth, South French Publishing
September (10) Africa. Since then 71?0 books have been gi_'atefuﬂy accepted by public libraries, universities and religious institutions as indicated by the many Fundraising
July (10) thank you letters Urantia Foundation has received. Gatherings

G Publishi
idu:reclsl(g) Mark has covered a lot of territory within South Africa and has also placed books in Namibia and Botswana. Currently, he is en route to H:;;;HE i?.rr:n:;t'l‘;gﬂ
2013 Mombassa, Kenya where 300 books will be arriving for additional library placement. After this round, Mark will return to South Africa to Hungarian Publishing

December (10) receive one more shipment of 300 books in order to complete this phase of his mission.

November (2)

In Memoriam
The Trustees and Staff extend their thanks to the reader community for participating in this service of making our treasured text available to Indonesian Translation

September (12) s0 many individuals across Southern Africa. Inspirational

July (1) Italian Publishing
June (9) On behalf of the budding Urantia community in South Africa, kindly allow me to express our gratitude and appreciation for the wonderful work Japanese Translation
April (1) you are doing in service of the fifth epochal revelation, our Christ Michael and our belaved planet, and for your generous contributions to our own  Korean Publishing
March (11) efforts. Lithuanian Publishing
2012 Polish Publishing
November (13) As a spiritually progressive country, South Africa is thirsty for the rich blessing of the Urantia teachings. Not only will we benefit greatly from the Portuguese Publishing
August (14) books seeded into our local libraries, but we also enjoy upliftment and encouragement from your loving prayers and kind support. Reader Comments
June (13) Russian Publishing
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ONE OF SEVERAL POSSIBLE MVSICS

7/4/2024
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Godlis not:
all-gooa’

-
’
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Greek Polytheism 3,

held that there were both éb'gﬁiand
F evil'godsiet )} ¢

o g ala— - -
1

“explained-evil'in the world by the evil

N -
among the gods
- v ] . yvﬂ
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Manicheanism

"The chief characteristic
. Is a consistent duallsm

possibility of tracmgé
origin of good andieVilkte
one and the same source?

Manicheanism

"Evil standsiasial
completely independent
principle against:Good
and redemption fromithe

power of Evil isitolbe
achieved by recognizing
this dualism'and|
following the appropriate
rules of life:

39



"The oppositionlofiGod
and Matter is seenlinithe
realm of naturelasithe
conflict of Lightiand!
Darkness, Truth'and|
Error.*

[R. McL. Wilson, "Mani and Manichaeism*lin'RaulfEdwards ed._z_:ie
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 8/vols. (NewiYorkidMacmillan! Pub!isig
The Free Press; London: Collier Macmillan; 196i)855149]

’

4 ' .
N Godis not:

all-powertful.

¥

-
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Iy
A PLURALISTIC UNIVERSE

WILLIAM JAMES

INTRODUCTION BY HENRY SAMUEL LEVINSON

"The line of least
resistance, then, as it
seems to me, both in

theology and in

philosophy, is to accept,
along with the
superhuman
consciousness, the notion
that it is not all-embracing,
the notion, in other words,
that there is a God, but
that he is finite, either in
power or in knowledge, or
in both at once.”

[A Pluralistic Universe, Lecture VIII, Conclusions]

41
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When
Bad Things

Happen to
Good People

THE INSPIRATIONAL #1 BESTSELLER
OVER 4 MILLION COPIES SOLD

HAROLD S.
KUt H N ER

the) ofthtiman,
freedom® "™ EvenlGod,
a checkiand|

limitingfthefdamageXsthat
evil can do”

[Harold S. Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to
Good People, pp. 134, 43, cited in Norman L. Geisler
and William D. Watkins, Worlds Apart: A Handbook
on World Views, 2™ ed. (Eugene: Wipf and Stock,
2003), 203]
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;‘- God'is not:
all-knowing.

-—

h P

R :
Alfred. North Whitehead ,
(1861-1947) Alfred North Whitehead
; Edited by David Ray Griffin
and Donald W. Sherburne
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Process
and Reality

CORRECTED EI)ITI()N

e "'Pracess

Alfred, North Whltehead '
(18671°1947) Alfled NortllWhitellead

9 Edited by David Ray Griffin
and Donald W. Sherburne

Charles
I lartshorne

= — o
g
g
y
<
v
y \

100]0;,1(- N
‘I lS'dk(‘b Charles Hart%orne

(1/897 -2000)
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Charles
Hartshorne

| 3 '\ ‘;"
- ® v, T
- -,
nrocess’'s
f 2 ~
if ‘ 4 5
j .
o f

; .
1eologicanr)

F ‘l iS‘ak("S Charles/Hartshorne
(}597-20565

GOD

oF THE PO SSIBLE

A
BB ITAL
INTRODUCTION & ."' W
TG THE g \‘\;“._.
QFEN WiEw ~ 4
GregoryyAx
f_,‘.lH'.(_jt)IH‘ A. BOYD
authar of best-selling Lertecs fiom o shepiic
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GREGORY A. BOYD

authar of best-selling Letters from o shepsi

"The fifth practical
difference that the
open view makes
concerns our
understanding and
response to the
problem of evil. ...

[God of the Possible: A Biblical Introduction to the.
Open View. of God (Grand Rapids: Baker Books,
2000), 98]

s CRUERN
< 5.
PR T
o i

Gregor’y'*A .-Boy
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“My agnostic
father ... asked me
why God would
allow Adolf Hitler
to be born if he
foreknew that this
man would
massacre millions
of Jews. ...

“The only
response | could
offer then, and the
only response |
continue to offer
now is that this
was not foreknown
as a certainty at

g -
TR iy 7. '
the time God . x
created Hitler." GregOr’y”A'Boyd '

[God of the Possible, 98]
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Cpen Iheisin @@of@@é’
IF Deresm PO

\

BRIn Fairness to
Hartshorne and 'Bo Boyd: &

> They'claim to hold to the doctrine of God's

omniscience: -
e 2

> But they would maintain a diffei['ent definition
oféomniscience’ than the Classical Theist:

> Theyawould claim that propositions about th:e
futurelare unknowable. '

48
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4N Fairness;to
Hartshorne andiBoyd: &

» Thus;'in their. estimation, God'is "omniscierg’t"
because God knows everything,that cantbe

known but God does not know.the futures

b‘ecause (in'their view) the future'is' not®

N

kno%able.

’
>

=
1 God doesg
notiexist:

-
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Popular fAitheism

Dan Barker

The New Atheism

Richard Dawkins _ Christopher Hitchens :
Sam Hareris (1949-2011) Daniel®ennett

£ & ¢
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Academic Atheism

pe L H

— Vg
Michael Martin
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% The Free.

-

_\./‘Vlﬁll Defense

-

AVIN C. PLANTINGA
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DIVINE WILL,
AND HUMAN
CHOICE

Free unlmu ]\
E | Mo ||| \

RICHARD A. MULLER
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The Natural
Order Defense
-.gf, C. Sslewis

7/4/2024



C. S. Lewis l
(1898-1963)

C. S. Lewis l
(1898-1963)

7/4/2024

"Fixeméws,
consequences
unfoldmg by causal

| Wthh any such life'is

Jo Lo XX] o] [F

"Try to exclude the
possibility,of
suffering which the
orderofinature and

excluded lifetitselfX

4 r
Wihe: Problem oftRain!(lfondonAihe Centenary Rressy
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C. S. Lewis !
(1898-1963)

’
.

4
' Co

C.S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

> The responsible exercise of
free will requires a world of
non-capricious physical
reqularities (laws).

> These regularities create the
possibility of natural evil.

nsideration

of. the Aftenlife
. _—

‘-

-

7/4/2024
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‘ ‘,
ost often t‘Ibefola‘ris-tian

Since itis m
who is challengedawith tg.e‘problem

of é'vil, it behooyveEesithe ghristian to
4 cull.fromithelentire’Christian
world view in responding.
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’ - oy
> In'the consdmm atl@n Yof hlst@yh
all will.be good. -

> Alllmoral goodspwill beﬁwarded.
’(which_is good)

» All moral evils will'be punished.
(which is good)
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“While it might be
easy to imagine what
we would do if we
had God's power, it
is impossible to
know what we would
do if we had God's
knowledge."

Doug,Geivett

N

lca

i:’} ,}/7""

I,
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Since God has not explicitly revealed in His
word why.He has allowed evil, we can only,
speculateraboutihowitolreconcile evil w:thln

- . creation with God.as the Creator:

_—
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Our speculation should be informed and
constralned [0}/ what God has revealed

“**through creation¥(General Revelationiandisssss
Natural Theology).and —

_'_.__,ﬁ"

< through*Scripture.(Special Revelatlon niandesssss
Systematic Theology)

»w._", '_

As for Special Revelation, Scripture
unequivocallyiaffirmsitheigoodness of God,
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O Nahu_m =7 <

The LORDBISIgeodAlstionghold in
the dayloftieUbles Ferk
thoselwholiSaint i

s 1 Chronic_:les 16:34 <

Oh, giverthanksiioNhENEORD for He
is goodfEeREISkmercyAendires
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- Psalmi25:8 <

Good.ahngl M[hfﬁ iSithesEORD;
Theref@re M@ teachestsinners

Oo Psalm 34:8 <
Oh, tastea m tha?t“*’the LORD S
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- Psalmi100:5 <

For thel LORBYISIgo0d s mercy is
everlasting, And Hﬂ@ &ﬂwﬁh? enares to

Of course, this observation is not exclusive
toithexthomist position. -
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As for General Revelation, Thomists put
great emphasision.Natural Theology:

|
i

Natural Theology: is that body of knowledge
about God'siexistence.and attributes that
can'be’acquiredibyshliman reason as it
carefully’attendsiitselfito God's revelation
of.Himselfin Creation. ™

66



7/4/2024

. y & | |
of%

onlsincelielcreation
worldpEiskinyisible attributes are
clearly¥seengberngiunderstood by
thejthings thagaie made,.é'ven His
eternalpower¥unddGodlicady s

Rom™1:20a

e |
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There are'two grea.t
philosophical traditions
iIn Western thought that
have endured since the

ancient Greeks.
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5.

,'-
@
‘ﬁs,

Platog =, Aristotler

(428- 348 BC (384-322 BC)

f; W ,
il here AERUWIORQ ret >

;’-‘5

5 ph@)sophheoI@cal
tradltlon makChrlstlan
thought that#hav“t*rracked

these two Gregki =
philoso phlcal tradltlons |
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ﬁadltlonséhave s wenedicentain basic

q’éstlons aboeut'the nature' oftreality
‘nd ougknowledge of it, w, W, ll |

ﬁ “to posllkt'lor'ﬂfx . ny questions and

' “ concerns we‘ ﬁave as Cr&stlans
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Continental Rationalist/Tradition

René Descartes Baruch Spinoza Gottfried-Wilhelm.Leibniz
(1596-1650) (1632-1677) (1646-1716)

=N
=

)

o

! Immanuel Kant
4 W(@724-1804)

British Empiricist Tradition

John Locke George Berkelé’; Dayid Hume

(1632-1704) (1685-1753) (,17‘11-1?76)

= " =

= & 5 .

£ - oy

Y B £2
! &

BinguisticfAnalysis]

Aug omte 0 a Blerbe pence

08:18 [806-18 820-190

Positivism (Scientism)

ldealism
SRR e _
AR L 4 R\ %
Wb > \ - _ Bhenomenology;
R D B
.o\ v .-} J
T W ' '
b '
e
: SHiish " : Lim £ . . ExistentialiSmi
62-1814 0
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This approachitoithe problem of;
evil utilizes the philosophical
categories and doctrines of
Plato, Aristotle, Augustine,
and Aquinas.

It follows'theicontoursiof how}
this Classical / Scholastic
tradition'understands things like
good, evil, nature (or essence),
existence, causality, teleology,
morality, God, and more.
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God s Attributes
QCC@PdiVB to

vlirue

v.Living

v Personal

v Lowing

v Just

v (Merciful

v Providential
MOmpiscients V. Omnipresent

Q\‘ SR —

' \~Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)
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v Pure Actuality
v Simplicity

v Pseity

v Necessity

v Immutability
v Eternality

v Imnpassibility
v Infinity

v Immateriality
v lmmmensity

v Omnipotence
v Omnipresence
v Omniscience

7/4/2024

v (Disdom

v  Light

v (Majesty

v Beauty

v Ineffability
v Life

v lmmortality
v Unity

v Boliness

v Righteousness
v Truthfulness
v Goodness

v Mercy
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;Lf God'created all things and
evil'is something, g 2
then God'created evil:

-
_q.

;‘; If God did.not create evil,
) then it would seem either:;

evil is ynreel

or -

G NENnot atthings

7/4/2024
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AuguSti ne

on EViI dS

e

== Drivation

Therelisia
difference
between:
being nOthing
(unrea|)
and
not being a thing:
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Augustine aigued
that evillis realibu
IS' netiathing?

| Rathen itfistais
| privation or ajlack

Augustine : in thanS

(354-430)

 pousLepay IMAGE BOOK

Augustine
(854-430)

AN IMAGE BOOK ORIGINAL
[ COMPLETE AND UNABRIDCED
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e evillis
only. the
privation

offa good

[AtgustineS€onfessionsilll; 7, §i1 23 trans ¥ ohn
KERyan! (NewAYork:Doubleday, 1960)¥85

Au g U Stl ne * o 1 ‘, maluminoniesse nisiprivationem bonit]
(354-430)

“Now: evil is in a

isubstance because

wés originally to have,
nd which it ought to
have is lacking in it.”

[Stmmak [ContralGentileslll 6} 8]

' _-Thomas Aquinas
(1225:1274)
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“Evil is simply a
privation of something
which a subject is

entitled by its origin to
poessess and which it
ought to have.”

[StmmaleontralGentileslIIN7 52} trans: Vernon J. Bourke (Notre Dame: University
ofiNotielDamelRresshkI975), Rt 1, 48]

“Evil is the

absence of the
good, which is
natural and due to

EStmmal Te/og,;ae, IN@49 art: 1]
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“Evil'.cannot exist by
tf‘self, since it has no
essence... Therefore,
evil must be In a
subject.”

[StmmalContralGentilesylilh i §2] & N\ C _,,p? :

’f“: M“'_.-r’f.._...‘{_; <
" ThomasAguinas
(1225-1274)

’

No'te that there Is a

»

> difference betweenka™

privation and a negation.
T-

ﬁ‘

-
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& A negation is the mere

4

absence orremoval of
something. =

A privation is,the absgage or
_ removal of:somethingthat
s ought:to'be there:

Blindness s the
privation of sligiht.
But blindness s not @
thing n iself.

A rock cannot see, but

negation
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The Notion of Good in |
PhﬁoSoPhy L B

5
e
A
~ \‘

In the Classical/Scholastic
Tradition, the "good* of a thing
is fundamentally understood
along the lines of the “nature”
of that thing.

7/4/2024
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Theologians use the
term ‘nature’ to refer to
a particular aspect or
propensity within
each of us, as |

in the "sin
nature.”.

o

“"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
—1~ what comes naturally: We

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]

-t
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EDITED AND INTRODUCED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

IN THE THEOLOGY OF Sagu s [e] (VW U 1H]1 T8

FOREWORD BY
TERRY EAGLETON

1411 41{McCABE

“A perfect X is
an X that has
all its
properties; an
imperfect X
lacks one of
more of its
properties."

[God and Evil in the Theoiogy of St Thomas
Agquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]

Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200

Henbent McCabe
(1926-200
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& Genus =
animal

& Specific difference =
rationality

& Species <
human

& Proper accident <
five fingers

& Accident =
black hair

L

Aristotle
(384-322'BC)
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unlmpeded towards its
proper end or goal or telos:
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S, A th 'ngs nature® a:rhs it
towardé”*"lts purpose.or telos:.

—
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gWhenever things have
suchia definite nature
", the operation
appropnate to a given
beinglis a consequent
of that nature.

Edward Feser|

% J P .
homas Aquinas
(1225127 4)

Edward Feser

Aqumas
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96



¢

Edward Feserf:

A
Pt i ;
\ S :;r' :.
| g ;—‘l;' l“
W

)

¢

Edward Feser|

“It is widely
assumed that the
analysis and
justification of
fundamental moral
claims can be
conducted without
referenceitoiaty
least the more
contentious issues
of metaphysics.

“Nothing could be
further from the
spirit of Thomas,
for whom natural
law ... is ‘natural’
precisely because
it derives from
humanynaturey
conceived of in
Aristotelian
essentialist terms."

[Aquinas: A Beginner's Guide (Oxford: One World),
174]
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"Every art and every.
inquiry, and similarly,
every action and pursuit;

is thought to aim at' some

good; and for this reason,

the good has been rightly:

declared to be that at
which all things aim-=

[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Rosslin|Richard ‘
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random Eouse 19413 935]

“Tihe essence of
goodness
consists in this,
thatitis in some

way desirable.”

giaellf @5 art: 1 trans. Fathers of the English Dominican Province %J i A

"

nastSummar Theologica: Complete English Edition in Five

ster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981), 23] Th Om as Aq U I n a S
(1225=1274)
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ZGoodness
signifies
perfection which

is\desirable." £ i
* ¥

;\ T

(ST, @B, et il

Thomgs Aqumas
(1225-1274)
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sWhenever things have
Istichla definite nature
=. the operation
appropriate to a given
being is a consequent
lofithat nature.

ENow, it'is obvious that
therelis a determinate
kind' of nature for man.
iherefore, there must
belsome operations
thatare in themselves
appropriate for man.’

\VernoniJ! Bourke! (University. of Notre Dame Press Edition)
rintlofi®n th Truth of the Cthl Faith (Garden Cty NY:

7/4/2024
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Human beings are unique
among God’s creatures on
earth.in.as much as werhave
rationality and free will.

r

As the intellect aims toward>
that which is considered true;
the will'aims toward that'which
Is considered good.
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As something may be
considered true that'is not
really true, something may be
considered good that'is not
really good.

ihe'good toward 'which ourwill
aimsimay beour real good %
(when we act morally) or:
something mistakenly
perceived as a, good but which
substitutes for our real’good
(when weractiimmorally):

7/4/2024
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S Theselenable us to choose!
“not merely among goods, but
to pursue the good as'such.

But these will'also allow.us to
chose against our own
natures and telos.

7/4/2024
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considered either
inta'substance or
intan action ....

“Moral fault is
found primarily and
principally in the
actiof the will only
S0 ... an act is
moral because it is

7/4/2024
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“The root and
source of moral
wrongdoing is to
belsought in the

act of the will.

[SummalcontialGentiles\ N0, §13

~ . AT -
N e
G (f"

94 G’enes S e @ °€)

that theltreelwas @o 't :
food, that: itwas pleasant
to the eyes,i*?'and ajtree "

desirable to makdene Ay
wise, sheitook? oflits fruit=. A b
and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.

7/4/2024
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W Good' is firstiidentifiediwith ‘desirable
(appetible).

‘Desirabler is identified with ‘perfect®.

106
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“Now. it is clear

(EREN I NG
desirable only in
Soifar as it is
perfect; for all »
desire their own \

A
i e r's,.,
,pel'feCthn. i ~Thomas kqumas
(T GR e (1225=1274)

W'Good' is/first/identifiediwith ‘desirablef
(appetible).

¥ 'Desirable’is identified with ‘perfect:.
. 'Perfect'is identified with *act® or

‘actuality”.
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gEverything is
perfect'so far as it
istactual.”

(ST, @B ent, )

=

W

%

]

¢

e L
homasAguinas
(1225127 4)

“An alternate word for
actuality in this respect
is "perfection”
(entelecheia). It was

used by Aristotle along
with actuality to
designate the formal
elements in the things.

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)
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Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

7/4/2024

“These perfected the
material element in the
sense of filling its
potentiality and
completing the thing.

“Since existence is
required to complete
the thing and all the
formal elements and
activities, it may be
aptly called the
perfection of all
perfections. "

[An Interpretation of Existence (Houston: Center for Thomistic Studies,
1968), 52-53]

109



7/4/2024

perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)
en, ev = in
+
telos, telog = end, goal
+
echein, gyelv = to have

perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)

to have the end or goal in




*Good' is firstiidentified \with ‘desirableg

(appetible).

‘Desirable’ is identified with ‘perfect®.

'Perfect'is identified with 'act’ or

‘actuality”.

‘Actuality’ is identifiediwith 'being’.

2Goodness and being are really the same,
ferlonly in idea; which is clear from
thelfollowing argument. The essence of
goodness consists in this, that it is in
'some way. desirable. Hence the
Rhilosopher says [Ethic i]: '‘Goodness is
whatiallidesire.'Now is it clear that a thing
isidesirable only.in so far as it is perfect;
forzalldesire their own perfection. But
everythinglis perfect so far as it is actual.
Therefore it'is clear that a thing is perfect
ISolfaras.itiexists; for it is existence that
mais all'things actual, as is clear from
thelforegoing/[Q. 3, A. 4; Q. 4, A. 1]. Hence
iflisiclearithat goodness and being are the
same reality. ”

% N (.
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

”s’
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The Convemb:htg of
9 and Good

A'full exploration'of how:it'is;
that ‘being“and ‘good" are
convertible, which is to say that
‘being* and ‘good’ are really the
same, requires,a,examination of
the Medieval doctrine of the
Transcendentals.

7/4/2024
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New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 449-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

N MANY medieval think e.g. Al der of Hales,

Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, the state-
ment oan be found: “ being and good are convertible ” (ens ef
bonwn convertunfur).® That is to say, “ being ” and “ good
are i h ble terms in predieation ( rti enim est
conversim proedicari).” Wherever “being” is predicated of
something, the predicate “ good ™ is involved as well.

That must imply that “good ” is here not a concept that
adds a real content or a new quality to “being”, as a result
of which “being ™ is restricted. For in that case there would
bo no question of conmvertibility.® “Good” is an attribute
which pertains to every being, it is a property of being as such,
a “mode that is common, and consequent upon every being.” *
In other words, “ good ™ is coextensive with “ being ”, it is one
of the so-called iranscendentia ® which, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals *'.

1 Alexander of Hales, Summa 1, Tng. 1, Tract. 3, q. 8, membram 1, o
1, a 1, “An idem uit bosum et ens™; Bonaventure, /n II femt, d. 1,
p-Lal, gl fordam 5, “Eeos et bonum eomvertuntar, sieut velt
Tiom; FRE TR , fundam. 4; Albert the Great, De Bowo q.
13
.

ma Theol. tract. 6, q. 28; Thomas Aquinas, In I Sent. 8, 1,
er. XXI, 2; In Do Hebdomadidus, loct. 3; Summa Theol. 1, 16, 3.

1 Thomas Aquinas, De Ver. I, 2 obj. 2.

8 D¢ Pot. IX, 7 ad 5: Bowum quod est in genere qualitatis, bom est
bonum quod eonvertitur cum ents, quod nullam rem suprs ens addit.

4 De Ver. T, 11 modus genaraliter consequens omne ans.

0 Comp. Albert the Great, Summa Theologioe tract. 0, q. 27, & 3:
Dosum dieit et et de dentibus omne
genus sicut cf ens.

440

Some 20" Century ThSESE

JOHN F. X. KNASAS
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“To see man' as the willer
of the ratio boni'is to
engender a special status
among. things. ... No other
thing in'our.experience so
directly. and. intimately.
relates to the ratio boni.
Only: man has good. as the
proper object of his
appetitive power ... and to
understand. this fact'is for
one to'realize'that one
should treat oneself and
others'in a special way:*

S HI}, OFZL Elie 23

Being and |
Goodness|

THE CONCEPT OF THE GOOD
IN METAPHYSICS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY

EDITED BY

ScorT MAcDoONALD
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114



7/4/2024

New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 449-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

N MANY medieval think e.g. Al der of Hales,

Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, the state-
ment can be found: “ being and good are convertible " (ens ef
bonwn convertunfur).® That is to eay, “ being " and “good ™
are i h, ble terms in predieati il enim est
conversim proedicari).” Wherever “being” is predicated of
something, the predicate “ good ” is involved as well.

That must imply that “good ” is here not a concept that
adds a real content or a new quality to “being”, as a result
of which “being ™ is restricted. For in that case there would
bo no question of comvertibility.® “Good” is an attribute
which pertains to every being, it is a property of being as such,
a “mode that is common, and consequent upon every being.” *
In other words, “ good ™ is coextensive with “ being ”, it is one
of the so-called iranscendentia ® which, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals ”.

1 Alexander of Hales, werma 1, Ing, 1, Tract. 3, q. 3, membram 1, o
1, a 1, “An idem uit bosum et ens™; Bonaventure, /n II femt, d. 1,

, fundam. 4; Albert the Great, De Bowo q.
6, q. 28; Thomas Aquinas, In I Semt. 8, 1,
Ver, XXI, 2; In Do Hebdomadibus, lect. 3; Summa Theol. 1, 16, 3,

1 Thomas Aquinas, De Ver. I, 2 obj. 2.

8 D¢ Pot. IX, 7 ad 5: Bowum quod est in genere qualitatis, bom est
bonum quod eonvertitur cum ente, quod wullam rem suprs ens addit.

4 De Ver. T, 11 modus genaraliter consequens omne ans.

0 Comp. Albert the Great, Summa Theologioe tract. 0, q. 27, & 3:
Dosum dieit et et de Jentibus omne
genus sicut of ens,

440

edieval Philoso

Transcendental Thought Medieval Philosophy and
the Transcendentals

The Case of Thomas Aquinas

By
Jan A. Aertsen
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' Being and |
1Goodness|

THE CONCEPT OF THE GOOD
IN METAPHYSICS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY

'Good' is first identified with ‘desirable}

(appetible).
¥ 'Desirable’is identified with ‘perfect:.

. 'Perfect'is identified with 'act’ or

‘actuality”.

. 'Actuality’ is identifiediwith ‘being’.

. God is goodnessiitselfiin as much as
God is being itsglf.

-
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glo)God alone does
ittbelong to be His
own subsistent

(874, @ (B et b

R\ T Aquinas
(1225-1274)

“God.is absolute
form), or rather
absolute being"

(ST, 1, 08, et 7)
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2God.is supremely
being:... He is being
itself, subsistent,
absolutely
undetermined.”

ST 4, @) i, &1t )

£Good belongs
pre-eminently

(Strls @, et i)
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ghhelfirst indemonstrable
principle'is that the same
thing cannot be affirmed
denied at the same time
Now.as being is the first
thingithat falls under the

apprehension simply, so
goodlis the!first thing that
fallsiunderthe apprehension
ofithe!practical reason,
whichlisidirected at action.”

ST I, Q94, art. 2

Good is
tolbe'done and
pursued
and evil
lavoided.

7/4/2024
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»

What, then, is
Aquinas’s
"explanation™
for: evil?

“For the Omnipotent Go'

[Augustine, Enchiridionion. Faithy Hopelana:Lovelll ISk irans¥Alb
C. Outler, p. 5, availablerat
A t % ) R http://www.saintsbooks:net/books/St:%20Augustine %203 _
UgUS Ine k7% ' %20Enchiridion%200n%20Eaith;%20H ope/s20andys20fovelpdis

(354-430) accessed 08/11/22]
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WASTAugustine says 'Since God
liskthe’highest good, He would
notiallow/any: evil in his works,
tunlesstHis omnipotence and
goodness were such as to
bringigood even out of evil."
lihislis!part of the infinite P )
goodness of God, that He  * Q ad
should!allow evil to exist, and ¥ * ‘i’f
loutlof. it produce good." N

Thomas Aqumas
ST [, ©F, it & &6k 4] (1225=1274)

= It can be demonstrated that God exists and,
that He'is both good and omnipotent:

We know.God is all good and all.powerful
even when we cannot demonstrate the
connection between specific evils in_the
world and the specificigoods that God
might produce from them.
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iMhere is a difference between
> natural and.moral evil asywell
as a difference between good
and moral good"ss
e .
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¥Solutions toithe problem of
» ¥ evil seekyto address both:

in the Classical tradition, evil
¥ is understood, not as asthing
in'itself, but as a privation'of
goodness in things*
—q -
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®  Some solutions to the

problem of evil areku

incompatible with
Evangelical Christianity:
—q -

~

B There are solutions to the
' problem,of evil that.areg
compatible with biblical
Christianity;and Classical
Theism.,

~
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EETY z z e
snsn! FHH A Il.ﬂihi-!l:::

A New Way to Think About the Question

If God,
Why Evil?

NORMAN L.
GEISLER
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n vvuil

St.Thomas Aquinas

TRANSLATED BY

ol

|:)IH\ .t‘\, (liEIS-'i:I-ZIH:H AND \ Thomas %qUInas
JEANT. OESTERLE (1225‘1274)

THOMAS
AQUINAS

GOD

EVIL
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IN THE THEOLOGY OF E-agi (el V.0 XelH ][ 7.8

LET

ERBERT K112

AQuinas
and the Cry
of Rachel

John F. X.Knasas

Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200
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