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| Relativism about "X"
\r means that "X" or our
s knowledge of "X" is
different for (i.e., relative
to) different people.
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Another word for ‘relative’
or ‘relativism’ one might
®hear is 'subjective’ or

= ‘subjectivism".

A’

The opposite of subjective

\r Is objective.
For something to be

objective means that it is

the same for everyone.
»




h[ Not all relativism or
‘s’gbjectivism is bad. Some
relativism is completely

® normal.
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iy 2 Skepticism<
*"grants that there may be
objectlve truth about "X, " but
“we cannot know what
that truth is.
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| \ <= Pluralism-

usually with reference to
religions; the recognition of
religious diversity with the tacit
if not explicit claim that all

reﬂgions are valid experiences

Y <o Relativism <

The relativism about which we
» iy
are concerned illicitly regards
- C » ([AVA/] 0rg A
an‘objective “"X" as if it were
merely a relative "X."

»



ijective NOT Relative!

v'Does God exist?

v I&he Bible the Word of God?

v’ Arelthere right and wrong actions?
v Did Jesus die for our sins?

v'Is there a heaven and hell?

A’
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Finally, brethren, whatever things

are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of 900d

report, if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy—

meditate on these things.
Philippians 4.8

Finally, brethren, whatever things

are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of 900d

report, if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things.
Philippians 4:8




Finally, brethren, whatever things

are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of 900d

report, if there is any virtue and if

there is anything praiseworthy—

meditate on these things.

Philippians 4.8
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Something can be objectively true
but change over time.

Iior example, it can be 37° in the
heat of the day and 24° in the cool
> of the night.

But if it is 37° then it is
objectively true that it is 37°.

- Distinguishing
: .»hébries of Truth o

’ " anr CJ

ATCS‘ES For Truth
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Whatever yoglf',' "[”
M‘ {

about the st'ateme

i T IJ (1) { b
when you ?ay th

itis true |sd.y®u i ,‘,:'
| theory of t{ruthll e

How you kné\{{[l'
is ralnlngi y,

test for trlith.
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oo Test for Truth==

M}@W M iib@ how: one ClISEEES
termsktruefandktruthi® whether a statement is

] true, regardless of

one's theory of truth

eories

of 1 ru th
P = ‘
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Correspondence

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power

-
Mruthlisicorrespondenceitolreality’

alihistsaysithatialstatementiisitruelinias
muchrasiittconmespondsitoiieality!

lihustherstatementlilistrainings
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fact ralnlng l 1
in reallty

|

TR bs reiming’

would be a false
statement if it is in
fact not raining =
in reality.
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"To say of whatlis}
that it is not;loHof
what is not; thatlitis}
is false, whilelto¥say,
of what is; thatlifis
and of whatlisinot}

that it is not, iSitrtic%s
B e cnon e Baai Worka o A AR i

1941). 16 HEV yap AEVelV 1016V i eivail ol pRoVIENAIE USRI ATO)
8 Ov eival Kai TO ) OV i Eival GAnBEG:

.Bertaan'd R.gssell

: ({§72-1970)
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"To avoid a confusion
that runs through
philosophical
controyersiestabout truth
it must'be remembered
that th' e correspondence

‘theory of truth is not itself:
a testiofitruth. It merely,

: state%edefinitien (o)
truth—whatit is. This
undetlies all.empirical
and pragmatlc tests of

Mortimer y¥Adles

&e02-2004)

“The logical test of truth,
such as coherence or the
absenceiof intrinsic
c’ontra.dictiq theorny;
do not presuppose the
realist's definition of truth

ELS agreement or

fact are. That is why
idealists tend to define
truth entirely. m terms of

Mortimer I¥Adles

S dimer J. Adler,Four Dimensionsiofs .
Rle02-2001)

)Sophy: Metaphystcal Moral Objective.

Yorical (New i BikaNacMillan, 1993)) 2’
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| IIthat does it mean to
correspond to reality?

@IIr%gorl,pally

— /i
0 f-f_’

Analogically

»
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Classical

I call it
mthe waylitsis.
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Modernism ‘!'

I callit
the:wayiliseelit.

Itiisnt anything
untilil:calljit.
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To be sure, scientism is not a
" form of relativism.

I bring it up here in
%,nticipation of what we could
g¥say on another occasion
regarding the classical view of
knowledge.

26
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k Seeing the bankruptcy of
|

imoedernism might help explain

2 (at least in part) why
postmodernism arose in the
first place.

A’

Postmodernism arose as the
" wrong reaction to
Modernism's failed view of
o human knowledge.

A’

27



7/4/2024

Forewor d by Dan Egeler

Learning to Respond to a Dangerous Ideology

SCIENTISM
AND

SECULARISM

J. P. MORELAND

’ |
P R\ J..P. Moreland

"Scientism ... puts
Christian claims outside of
the 'plausibility structure’
(what people generally
consider reasonable and

rational), which has led to a
number of shifts in how our
culture processes reality.

28



"One of the effects of
| scientism, then, is making
A the ridicule of Christianity's
truth claims more common
and acceptable (which is
one of scientism's goals)."

[J. P. Moreland, Scientism and Secularism: Learning to Respond to a Dangerous Ideology
(Wheaton: Crossway, 2018), 31]
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Postmodernism
Itjisn't anything M!
untillicallit:="

“lherelis arbattlieNtortrith o
atileastrarounaditruth=it; |
beinglunderstoodionce
againithat by truthrlfdelnot
mean thelensemblelor
truths whichrareitorbe
discovered.and
" accepted, ' but rather 'the
; ensemble of rules'according
- e to which the true'and. the
=35 5 - J m false are separated and
I\/Iic'ﬁé*]aFoucault : ) specific effects of power
119261984 o B\ attached to the true,’
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REs
Yittbeingiunderstoodlalselthat
almatternotioftarbattieson!
behalfofitheltruthyblitiofia
battle:aboutithelstatusiofi
truth and the economic
and political role it plays-*

[Michel Foucault;' Foucault'ReadersAntintroductionito;
Foucault's' Thoughtiwith: Major New:Unpublished:

L Material, ed. Raul'Rabinow: (New: York: Rantheon
i e | ¥ | = Books, 1984), 74]

: £ -
VichelfEoucaul sy
(l526-1984)
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| *ln many instances, the test
foritruth will differ according
ito the kind of thing about
which the statement is made.

»

Different aspects of reality

require different methods of

in%|uiry and tools of analysis.

A’
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Q_uestlons of* rrtlathem/atlcs
uire methods of inquiry
a'nd tools of analys ‘
approprlate :to the

Questions<of natural science
requweﬁéthods of moTﬂﬁwnd
tools of analysis ! £roprlate,to

the physical aspects) of reality.

H L | —
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Classical Empiricism
e Vs
Madesn & Contemporary

S Empiricism
p

£
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!,

. Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)
e
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g@Qurlknowledge, taking
litststart from things,
proceeds in this order.
Eirst, it begins in

sense; second, it is
completed in the
intellect." A

#
£
litemas; ythy\lh 14, trans. Mulligan, 48, in Truth (3 vols), vol. 1 #8 fs,
igan (€hicago: Henry Regnery, 1952); vol. 2 trans. ’
JEmeEs Ve MeGlynni(ChicagodHenry Regnery, 1953); vol. 3. trans. 3

3
RoberdWAS chmidtl(€hicago: Henry. Reanery, 1954). The three volumes Thom as Aq uinas .
\Werelreprintedias iruthl(Indianapolis: Hackett, 1994)] v (1 295 1274) .

Gl ‘_;.‘:' “.:Jy

Zhruth is defined
byithe conformity
of intellect and
thing;'and hence
ito know this
conformity is to
know truth." P .

& Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274) '

Sy .
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[Simmakiihcologiael RQ6} art! 2!
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