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Natural Theology is the name
given to those truths
knowable by reason through
General Revelation:.

What Is the
Docirine of
Revelation?
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Revelation (not to be confused
with the Book of Revelation) is
God making known to mankind
His divine person.and divine
truths that would otherwise be
unknown. It means “to unvelil.”

There are two kinds of
revelation: General Revelation
and Special Revelation.




EEMEE REVE ELe))
S God!makinglknown
throughrHisicreation
Hisrexistence;
Hisinature’ His:
attributes, and His
goodness
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Special Revelation

God making known
through the Scriptures
His nature and His will

not necessarily.
knowable through

General Revelation
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GeneraliRevelation Revelation

(Godjskrevelationkthroughlcreationlofillisfexistencelandfattiibutesy @@@@B{n@mmmmm
[Reem, 115205 [Remm. 214165 A 148173 offHis] @f@ﬁmmmm gospel
Ps. 1047418 Coll. 1216-17; P, 1€x1; P5. Cr:6 ! Jeln 45262085 16:12-18 2 Tim. 16
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: Natural Theology 7 B|b||cal Theology

Systematic
Theology

Natural theology is that body of
knowledge about God that can be
acquired by natural human
reason as it attends, itself to the
sensible world (ice:, things
encountered by the senses) &

around us.
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The application of sound reason
in understanding God'’s revelation
of Himself.through creation gives

rise to sound Natural.Theology.




1/3/2025

By observing the wonders of
God's creation, people have been
able to come to a basic and
relatively sound understanding of
God's existencerand‘attributes.
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Since Natural theology is a
human effort, it should not
be surprising that Christians
might disagree as to the
exact nature and content of
Natural Theology.

1. God's existence, deity, and power
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1. God's existence, deity, and power
2. God'sigoodness




1/3/2025

ﬁ;'ugs i thﬂlaw, 6%7 1ese; |
Waltiolgh not 4"ha\?}?g th‘le lawiaresd
-~'Iawt thet sel es who show

the workger.th j '
Pl

,Ia
ln thelr 17

: al
| N E '

ROk 2 d4=d53

i
S
1

E\Welalserareimeniwithithelsameinatuse
astyeurandipreachitoryeuithatiyouishould
tunnkfremitheseluselessithingsitelthelliving
Godiwhelmadetthelheavensthereanthsthe
seamandiallifthingsithatarelinithemswholin
bygene generationsiallowediallfinationsite
Wl el @win Wels: NEVERIEESS [nE
didinetleavelHimselfwitheutiwitness fin
[» thatifeldid'gead, gavelusirain firomiheaven
iandifruitiuliseasonsifillingioUrheanrtsiwith

1 food andigladness:
ACH 45165211,

10



1/3/2025

1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God’'sigoodness

3. God's providence

4

4 make his face sh/ne ana’ bread Wh/ch

r;strengthens man’s heart.
; - Psalm 104:14-15
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God's existence, deity, and power
God’'sigoodness

God's providence

God's sustaining power.

®

& (Colossians 1:16-17 «&

Ui orﬁﬂ [Him alf tﬁ/hgs were created that are in heaven and that are on
carth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or Ior/halbaﬁtics

or powers. Al i'/:/ngs were created tﬁrougﬁ [Him and for [ im. And [He
is before all t/7/ng5, and in [im all tﬁ/hgs consist.”
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. God's existence, deity, and power
. God'sigoodness

. God's providence

. God’s sustaining power.

. God's glory and handiwork

The heavens declare

the glory of God and

the flrmament shows
HIS handlwork

Psalm191 3
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. God's existence, deity, and power
. God'sigoodness

. God's providence

. God’s sustaining power.

. God's glory and handiwork

. God's righteousness and glory

The heavens declare

His nghteousness

and aII the peoples
see HIS glory

g Psalm 97 6
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As more toxic philosophical voices
have fogged the conversation
throughout history, the need has
arisen to appeal to deeper issues in
philosophy and apologetics; to
demonstrate God's existence and
attributes "through the things that are
made"” (Rom. 1:20).
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"Good philo&@‘@“hy
must exist; ififordno
otherreason,
because bad
philosophy needs
to be answered.".¢*

["Learning in War-Time" in The, Weight.oGlery:
A Collection of Lewis's Most Moyiie
Addresses (Lo\nd@n [Herper
C_)gﬂlns,ﬂZMM] 95 N
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- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul

"We cannot

properly bevwealre
of philosophy
unless we
awere of
philosophy.™

Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March
1999): 3-19 (18)]
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The traditional view of the
attributes of God has come to be
known as' "Classical Theism."

Classical Theism stands in
contrast to "Theistic
Personalism” (a term given by
its'detractors) and,  more
recently to "modified" or *Neo-
Classical Theism.*
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Natural Theology and Classical
Theism have been widely
embraced and celebrated in
Christianity since the
Church Fathers through the
Middle Ages.

o

l

v

| p
- H!
C]en‘e@t{éféle{apdnaf

508215
R

1/3/2025

20



This celebration has
continued. in both Catholicism
and Protestantism until today.
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The Classical Theism arising
from Natural Theology (as | am
describing it here)
isi starkly criticized in.a
number of circles.
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Not surprisingly, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism (indeed theism in any
form)'is rejected by atheists.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

THE

Rericion,

TerroR,

AND THE

FuTURE OF REASON
ﬂuhnwx...

e frw are willing vo arn”

~Natalie Angier, Newr Tork Timar Dovk Review

.y FAI'T H

SAM HARRIS

“Religious:faithlisithe belief:
inrhistoricalland
metaphysicalipropositions
without sufficient
evidence'*

[SamiEarrisiiThel EndlofiFaiths Religionilerrors andithel Futtrelof:
Reasoni(NewaYorkaWAWENorton;2004)5232]

Sam Harris
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“Faith is'the mortar that
TS U EEEE S TG
evidence and'the gaps'in
the'logic; and thusiitis
faiththat' keepsitheiwhole

m terrible edificelof religious
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certainty stillllooming

dangerously overour.
world:=
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Nevertheless, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism have had their
detractors even within
Christianity.
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Natural
Theology

Comprising “Nature and Grace”

by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner S8 Sy |
and the reply “No!* % s il
by Dr. Karl Barth
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Theology
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Emil Brunner & Karl Barth

(1886-1968)

b

KarljBalt
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' “Natural
: Theology

Comprising “Nature and Grace”

by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner
and the reply “No!* :‘ J
by Dr. Karl Barth ‘_:

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth
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KanlPBarth
(1886-1968)

Proneuncediswa-de-zaun
(lithsayingroneself)litlis
Erenchifertse-called:

"For of what use would
be the purest theology
based on grace and
revelation to' me if | dealt
with the subjects of
grace and revelation. in
the way in which natural
theology usually'deals

" with its soi-disant data

derivedifrom reason,
nature and history. ... 2"

WmmquMmmm'm@m@QW@méwmy
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"For of what use would
be the purest theology
based on grace and
revelation to me if | dealt
with the subjects of.
grace and revelation in
Zhe way in whichinatural
thealogy usually deals

" with its soi-disant data

derived from reason,
nature and history. ... 2"
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' ‘Natural
Theology

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth

"Natural Theology does
not exist as an entity
capable of becoming a
separate subject within
what | consider to be real
theology—not even for
the sake of being
rejected.

fme Brgnmes § Ly’ Bar™

1/3/2025

29



"If one occupies oneself
with real theology one
can pass by so-called

natural theology only as
one would pass by an

abyss into which it is
inadvisable to step if one
does not want to fall.

fme Brgangs | Ly B

"All one can do is to turn
one's back upon it as
upon the great
temptation and source or
error, by having nothing
to do withiit ... "

[Karl Barth, "No!" trans. Peter Fraenkel, in Natural Theology:
Comprising "Nature and Grace" by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner
and the Reply "No!" by Dr. Karl Barth (Eugene: Wipf and Stock:
2002), 75]

A Ly B
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Some Christian philosophers
who are committed to Analytic
Philosophy are relatively

unsympathetic towards the
Natural Theology of the
Clessical Philesepiy approach.”

alr

GOD
AND
OTHER
MINDS

A Study of the
Rational Justification
of Belief in God

With a new Preface by the author

ALVIN PLANTINGA

.1 1/////fy / /
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ZItlistharnditeravoidithe
conclusion that\natural
theologyidoesinot
providelaisatisfactony:
answertoithelgquestion
withiwhichiwelbegan:fls
itrationalitolbelieve
intGod2

[AlviniRlantingafGoedlandl@thegVinds#AlStudylefithelRational
JustificationlofiBeliefiiniGod!(lthacai CornelllUniversitylRress!
1967 5]

What is more, the Natural
Theology of Classical
Philosophy is coming under
increasingly stark criticism in
certain contemporary
evangelical circles.
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APQLOGETIC

READINGS [ ANALYSIS

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

PRESUPPOSITIONAL
APOLOGETICS

Staled & D(_Jfbndfed

GREG

BAHNSEN

EDITED BY JOEL McDURMON

e ]
“Thinking to maintain
neutrality with respect to
Scripture, any natural
theology that reasons
autonomously from logical
and/or empirical grounds to
God results in an exclusion
of revelational necessity
and authority endorsing
some other imperious
philosophy. ...

1/3/2025
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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“Because the clear
revelation of God in nature's
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or
apologetics to base their
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification
of God's written revelation.

R LW T

“Faith must necessarily
start with the clear,
authoritative, self-attesting,
special revelation of God in
Scripture coordinated with
the Holy Spirit's inner
testimony to the
regenerated heart.*

[Greg L. Bahnsen, Presuppositional' Apologetics: Stated and
Defended, ed. Joel McDurmon (Power Springs: American Vision
and Nacogdoches: Covenant Media, 2008), 4-5, emphasis in
original]
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"Because the clear
revelation of God in nature's
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or

apologetics to base their
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification

Greg L. Bahnsen of God's written revelation.

(1948-1995)

Some Thoughts on Natural Theology and
Romans 1

ISpeciallRevelation)
God's revelation through His prophets, aposties and the
Lord Jesus of His existence, attributes, will, and gospel.
16

NS
Systematic Theology

Recently [ was brainstorming about how to explain the basics of the ways in which God
has revealed Himself to mankind. My thinking arose in the context of trying to clarify for
some friends how the notion of Sola Seriptura relates to God's revelation of Himself

36
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"For the wrath of God.is revealed from heaven

against all ungodlinessiandiunrighteousness of

I MWhorsuppress tt

Rom. 1:18

"For the wrath of.Godlis revealed from heaven
against all ungodlinessiand unrighteousness of
I MWhGISUpPpress ti 1 €SS
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"Mammals,
whichiareiwanm
bloodeds -1 X
always give birth

to live young.*

he phrase ‘whichrare
warm bleeded"is
anether way of saying
‘mammals:.

he phrase ‘whichrare
warm: blooded" stands:in
apposition to the'term
‘'mammals.

N

"People in America
whotlivelbelow! the
poverty linecii:
richer than many
people in the
world.™

Thephraserwherlive
below/thelpovernty linesis
notlanetherway/ of
sayingipeopleiwhorlive
infAmericas.
Instead, thelphrase*whoe
livelbelowitherpoverty,
linefistalsubset of
‘peoplewhorliverin
Americar.
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"For the wrath of.God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodlmess and unnghteousness of
men, WYno & \J_/pp‘ eS¢

53

2

knew God (v. 21) s dishonored their bodies among

did not glorify Him as God (v. 21) themselves (v. 24)
were not thankful (V 21) hanged the truth of God for a lie (V.

e

2

53

2

53

2

became futile in their thoughts
p and'served the creature rather

e

2

53

2

Godito vile passions
‘thelnatural use for

53

2

and creeping things (vi 23)1 ] fithe woman;

were given up by God tolu i jothier (V 27)
24)
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Much of this criticism arises
from a growing animus toward
any role that philosophy is said

to play in developing and
defending the contents of
Natural Theology.

This animus Is almost always
directed toward the philosophy
grounded In the classical
philosophical traditioniof
Aristotle through Aquinas.
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