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THE AUTHORITY
AND INTERPRETATION
OF THE BIBLE
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Jack B. Rogers' Doenald KiMeKim
(1934-2016) = -

Itwas evident to Norman
Gelsler back in the 70s
that'the main problem

with: Regers and McKim,
et al. (who considered

themselves evangelicals
and. yet claimed that the
Bible' contained errors)
was'the issue the nature
of truth.
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The Conceptof Truth
inthe Inerrancy Debate

Norman L. Geisler

How Is 1t that evangelicals on both sides of the inerrancy
debate can claim the Bible is wholly truc and yet one side believes
that there can be minor mistakes of history or science affirmed by
thebiblical authors.' while the other side denies that there are any
mistakes whatsoever? Some even claim to believe in inerrancy to
the point that every word of the Bible is true? and yet they hold
that Jesus’statement that the mustard seed is the "smallest of all
seeds” ts scientitically incorrect * Some claim that the Bible s " the

only infallible rule of faith and practice™ but hold that Paul was .
2an L Geisler y :

= y wrong when he alfirmed that the husband is the "head” of the ~
l (1 932_201 9) wife.” One errantist put it bluntly when he wrote, "We can speak of
S— the Bible as belng inspired from cover Lo cover, human mistakes
and alt"* ,
Is this duplicity? Are those who belleve the Bible contains

| Inithis seminal article,

I Geisler contrasts a
prominent concept of
truth held by Rogers

and McKim (and
others) with the

correspondence
theory of truth.
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[Fbecame interested
imswhether or how the
cancept of truth might
figure into the current

controversy over
inerrancy.

Norrr;Lan L. Gelsler
WL(1932-2019)

\.

Ine rrafn‘c 3/&\:\ 1




“What
Scripture says,
God says—
through human
agents and
without @rror. "

[Adapted from James Montgomery Boice, Does Inerrancy Matter?
(@akland, CA: International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979)]
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TR W
s "And you shaII know the truthy

4 and the truth shall make youifree"

2Jesus of Nazareth John. 8532

I em The way, The Truilh,
and The life. Ne one eomes
e the Father exeept
Threugh Me.”

Jehn 14:68 NEJY
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LA

Whatever you, are;say
about the stat“e'r'r.f'é":% \

T

when you say that
itis true |sd.y®u i ,‘,:'
| theory of truthﬁ' e

How you knAW’

,I
is ralnlngi
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H wyod kn 'H*

is ralnlng‘h /
test f?r trutl;)l

Jnin | ) M‘ .*l'-' iy |

| Jlllu!

|lh| L||

b e=it

o Test for Truth=<

Lb@w M iib@ how. one ClISEEES
(EAS filf@@ anditruthi®® “whether a statement is

] true, regardless of

one’s theory of truth
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Correspondence

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power

Correspondence

4
Mruthlisicorrespondenceitolreality’

> IS SEVS e El SElEEhE SUVE ([ ES
muchrasiittconmespondsitoiieality!

lihustherstatementlilistrainings

8/16/2024




8/16/2024

fact ralnlng l 1
in reallty

|

TR bs reiming’

would be a false
statement if it is in
fact not raining =
in reality.

12



"To say ofiwhatiis}
that it is not) ool
what is not; thatlitis?
is false, whilelto¥say;
of what is, thatlitlis;
and of whatlis
that it is not, isktruekd

o Metaphysics, IV, 7, 1011£26-29. TranslationbyAWADRRoss]i
McKeon, The Basic' Works of Aristotlel(New,
1941). 10 pév. yap AEYEIV TOI0V: i) eVl NTOIIRIOVIENAIUEGOC SRTOLOEHAT!
BV gival Kai o uf OV U eival aAnBEc

Othe@Rhilo'SophersiWheliiolditoythie
ColespondenceNiie oo aLith

8/16/2024
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SOCRATES: But how about truth,
then? You would acknowledge that
there is in words a true and a false?

HERMOGENES: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And there are true and
false propositions?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

SOCRATES: And a true proposition
says that which is, and a false
proposition says that which is not?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

[Cratylus, 385b, trans. Benjamin Jowett in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns,
eds. Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961,
423]

STRANGER: Then what sort of character
can we assign to each of these
[statements]?

THEAETETUS: One is false, the other true.

STRANGER: And the true one states about
you the things that are as they are.

THEAETETUS: Certainly.

STRANGER: Whereas the false statement
states about you things different from
the things that are.

THEAETETUS: Yes.

[Sophist, 263b, trans. F. M. Cornford in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns, eds.
Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961, 1010]

28

» T‘Eﬂ$¢g
L (428348 BC)
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OthegRhilosophersiholktolditokthe

N\ (S
(1225-1274)

gliruthiis defined by
conformity of
intellectand thing;

hence to know
thisiconformity is to = §
know: truth. " A S Y
(Stmmakineologiael QN6  arty2. Thomas A_qumag

12251274

15
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@lhetknowledge which we
havelby:natural reason
containsitwo things:

enabl_g us to abstract
fromithem intelligible
conceptions."

[lifomasiAqlinas tSTIN @412} art. 13, p- 59] homas AC]UlnaS

12251274

P@ﬁm@@@m
@if‘ﬂﬁzfﬁb

f
Descartes
(1596-1660)

Locke K”a‘mt /R«u 18 V\/uitgensteln
(1632-1704) (1724-1804) (ilepe- 1970 3 ,ﬁ"s""‘gsn
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JIVEASIOA
M

\
: METAPHYSICAL
Mortimer y§Adlen MORAL

(§102-2001)) OBJECTIVE
: CATEGORICAL

"To avoid a confusion
that runs through
philosophical
controversiestabout truth;
it must’be remembered
that the correspondence
itheory/ sof truth is not ltself

truthhat lt is. ThlS
underlies alllempirical
and pragmatlc tests; of

Mortimer I§Adles
(1\

17
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“The logical test of truth,
such as coherence or the
absenceiof intrinsic
con tra.dic.tio_' theory,
do not presuppose'the
kealist's definition of truth
as agreement or

fact'are That is why“
idealists tend to define
truth entlrely m terms of

\
M O rtl m e r ‘J o Ad Ie I \Mortimer J. A(_il_lgr, -m@_ Feur Dimensionslofi
sophy: Metaphystcal Moral Objective.
§E02-2001) \Categorical (New Y"‘FﬁMacMMan 1993); 2‘

What does it mean to
correspond to'reality?

18
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Truth is when a proposition
corresponds to reality.

But there are a number of ways
that a proposition can
correspond to reality.

P '"d as e}walked by the Sea of LY

Galllee, ”, ,e saw»Slmon and Andrew < 2.

VB

,&castmg a net mto the
‘Were vflSh erm en

19



Allegory

/‘;1;

"But hewho;was of the bondwon‘dl%n was

bo\rn'accordng{ \to the flesh, and he of the
*}h*rough promise, v%h ch ithings
are sy@,b&ll:; o Gal 4: 23 24a 3
QAT Ta

8/16/2024
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L Foriyou shaII gotvout withijoy, and

be Ied“‘ou%t with peace ... and all the
,{ »

1 . @ trees ,‘?f the fleld shaII

21
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"“Solhistheart:and.the heart.of*
. hisipeopleiwereimoved:as
I the trees of the woods: are

= moved withithe'wind*
TamsR A e s

22
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Analogically

Analogy

“For we walk by
faith, not by

sight."
2 Cor. 5:7

23
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the!ldely;Sp¢rqtﬂndlcatlng this, that the way
mto the'Holiest.of All was not yet made manifest. 4

whilejthe flrs%‘@b‘ rnacle was!still stang;l?l‘gilt ,‘1.5
was syﬁa@cﬁorf he present time_ in mfhlch both
glfts and sactifices are. offered WhICh cannot
make n‘%"who‘p? rformed-the'service perfect in
‘ to the econscience—* Heb. 9 79

fapaiBoAn

i‘r:‘- g
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Hyperbole

"Nowﬁ,the Mldlamtes and Amalekltes;rall the

h welje w:thout‘number aas the sand by the

[ S Bl dr

seas-hore in multltude Z Uudges 7: 1 2

25
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Phenomenologically
" .. for He makes His sun

rise on the evil and on the
good, ..."Matt. 5:45

Phenomenologically

"The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon
into blood, Before the coming of the great and
awesome day of the LORD." Joel 2:31

26
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ok Metonymy n

“For it happened when Dav:d was m ﬂ“
4 Edom, and Joab\the commandergof
the army had gone up.to bury the
;slaln after he hadkilled every male.

in Edom"” 1 Kiggs 11:15 ’:’

Metonymy n

",t\fter these things Jesus ~ *“Therefore, whehn the»-l:ord 4
and His disciples came into ® knew that the Phansees
the land of Judea, and had heard that Jesus] made
fwere He remained with # and baptized more
them and baptlzed " John - dlsc1ples than Johnﬁ
| " & (though Jesus Hlmself did
not baptize, but HIS
dlsc1ples) “John 4 1-2

r

29



8/16/2024

e W’?r

Metonyy -~
A’wd when John had heard in Notice that two Went to Q'{
prison about‘the works of speak to Jesu

\Christ, he sent @w® of his P

dlSClpIes {3} and said tg Him, ’
Are You the Coming OreH V@l? (’Bﬂ@ [?D@@ @

#1do we look for another?” (4% gjthadthe
j ﬁejus answered and said to tW0) W@
I88them, "Go and tell John the Nestistaslifdittiwasiests

tl?:ngs which you hear and M e talking
see:" Matthew 11:2-4 _

M etonymy L
"The centurlon answered” .= "... the centurlonféent ,’e(
and said, ‘Lord,  am not frlends to Him, saymg {0)
&orthy that You should' 'Him, 'Lord, do not trouble
icome under my roof. ...""# Yourself for I am Not
| worthy that You shlould
= enter under my roof""

‘4 Luke 7:6 ° !

30
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Metonymy n

",t\fter these things Jesus = *“'Therefore, whehn the»-l:ord 4
and His disciples came into = knew that the Phansees
the land of Judea, and had heard that Jesus] made
fwere He remained with # and baptized more
them and baptlzed " John - dlsc1ples than Johnﬁ
| " & (though Jesus Hlmself did
'got baptize, but HIS
disciples),” John 4:1-2

r

Did ancient writers care
about historical
accuracy and truth?

31
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“The central concerns—
above all with history as
truth-telling and, at least as
an ideal, as free from bias—
were already very old ones
and, though shaken, are still
in.some sense with us, for
those of us for whom a
distinction between say,
history and imaginative
fiction is still an important
one.

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

8/16/2024
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“In this view Herodotus was
taking an important step in
distinguishing his own
Histories from the work of
the poets, and Thucydides,
though he may have judged
unfairly, was invoking
relevant criteria when he
sneered by implication at
Herodotus as belonging with
authors less concerned to
tell the truth than to entertain
the public. ...

“Of course, in'the history of
historiography zeal for truth
had been a spectrum rather
than an absolute—truth
mattered, fairly obviously,
more to Polybius than to
Livy—but someone who
wholly and perhaps willfully
falls of the negative end of
the scale ... counts rather as
a parodist or imitator of
history."
[John Burrow, A History of Histories: Epics, Chronicles,
Romances and Inquiries from Herodotus and Thucydides

toithelTwentiethiCentury, (NewsYork: Alfred/A. Knopf,
20017);Xiv=xV]

8/16/2024

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

John*Burrow
(1935-2009)

33
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What about the other
theories of truth?

Correspondence’ =

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power




Coherence

(1942-2018)

4%
Ah
S

Stephen\W. Hawking =

8/16/2024

» Definition: A statement is true
when it coheres with or is
consistent with a body of other
statements.

A BRIEF
HISTORY OF
TIMVE

FROM -
_THE BIG|
BANG TO|

BLACK| Ti&

HOLES

STEPHEN
W.HAWKING

35
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mathematlcal model
we make to describe
our observations: it

only exists in our
minds. ... It is simply
a matter of which is
the more useful

L TN . description.”
Ste p h e n W o H aWkI n g - [Stephen W. Hawkmg ?Brlef Hlstory,!.f Tlme;Fror#the

(1 942-201 8) L Big Bang to Black: Holes (To'ronto-Bantam Books) 139!

W HAWNKING

e
Resurrection

of Theism

Prolegomena
to Christian Apology

ks series

36



“‘Man ... must.come to a
comprehension of the
conditionsiwhich. make

knowledgelitselfipossible:

= This possibility:of
knowing depends upon
anlinnate: structurel of:
rationality: with which the
mind approaches and.
understandsithe data of
experience. Suchian
epistemologyifis] called,
rational.empiricism:*

[The!Resurrection:of Theism: Prolegomena; to.
Christian Apology, 223 ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1982),:241]

‘Eitherwe must be
skeptics aboutithe
knowledgelof things:as
they:exist
independently;orwe
must maintain that true
knowledge of such
entitiestistpossible by,
the systematic
correlation of our
various experiencesinto
a selfzconsistentwhole.

8/16/2024
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“Since ... skepticism'Is
selfzcontradictory; the
second. alternativeiwill
necessatrily:be
maintained: Butithe
theory that the test of
truth consists'in'such a
sy Stematiciconsistency.
of ideas is a logically.
coherentwholelis
preciselyithe'coherence
theory.ofitruth.*

[The!Resurrection’of Theism: Prolegomena: to

Christian Apology, 2™ ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1982),:38]

“Since'thelposition
involves epistemological
dualism, it necessitates

an'espousal ofithe

coherence.theory.of
truth.*

[[The!Resurrection: of Theism: Prolegomena: to

Christian Apology, 229 ed. (Granad Rapids: Baker,
1982):38]

(192

2012
.

Stuart €. Hagckett

(192582

.

8/16/2024
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“Epistemological dualism
ISithe doctrinelthat the
immediateiobject present:
to'thermind:istnotithe
independentlyiexisting,
reality—say.a box;or' what
have you—buta

representative idea of this
object. All'the:minad
knows directly.arelits

ideasiand nothingielse:

[The!Resurrection of Theism: Rrolegomena: to
Christian Apology, 229'ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1982),38]

The |
Reconstruction

of the Christian
Revelation

8/16/2024
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» Definition: A statement is true
when it coheres with or is
consistent with a body of other
statements.

Coherence > Truth cannot merely be

coherence because by this
theory, even a fairy tale could be
“true."

> Definition: A statement is true
when it coheres with or is
consistent with a body of other
statements.

Coherence > Truth cannot merely be

coherence because by this
theory, even a fairy tale could be
“true."

> Every theory of truth, including
coherence, requires the
correspondence theory of truth
to define itself.

8/16/2024
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Correspondence’ =

Coherence

Functional

Pragmatic

Power

Functional
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Correspondence’ =

Coherence

Functional

Pragmatic

Power

Pragmatic
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> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it works or is
practical.

Pragmatic

> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it works or is
practical.

»> The pragmatic theory gives rise
to the notion that something can
be “true for you but not true for
me."

Pragmatic




Richard Rorty
(1931-2007)

"For pragmatists, the desire for
objectivity is notthe desire to
escape the I/mltat/ons of.one's
community, but s:mp/y the

desire for as much intersubjective§
agreement,as possible;-the desire ™ e =
to extend the reference of 'usias

far as we can." ;

[Richard Rorty; "Solidarity or Objectivity:™ in

Objectivity, Relativism, and Truth: Philosophical

Papers Vol 1, (Cambridge: Cambridge

University. Press, 1991), as cited in Lawhead,
The Voyage of Discovery, 563-564]

Richard Rorty
(1931-2007)

8/16/2024

rather than to find
objective truth."

ity Rhilosephyiandithe Mirror of Nature (Princeton:
ersitylRress; 197.9); 360, 377, as cited in William
eV oyagelofiDiscovery: An Historical
Philosophys2i3ied., (Belmont,

/ihemsontLeanning, 2002); 563]
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Ron‘y had‘ Intminarerwas 'h'op/ng' Tor:

3L A Sre Ry (0 1

"TRUE FOR YOU
BUT
NOT FOR ME”"

Overcoming Objections
to Christian Faith |

PAUL COPAN

45



& Jeremiah 44:17-1__1;?8 <

fathers, our kings and oUr
prmces in the citiesiof: \.h

& Jeremiah 44:1i7:18f==

"For then we had plentyiof:
food, were well-off;;and sa.w e
trouble But since we stoped :

of heaven and pouring:o.
drink offerings torher:werhave
lacked everything and:
been consumed. by, the'sword,
and by famine:

.ﬁ» "*F’

8/16/2024
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> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it works or is
practical.

> The pragmatic theory gives rise
to the notion that something can
be “true for you but not true for
me."

Pragmatic > Every theory of truth, including

pragmatic, requires the
correspondence theory of truth
to define itself.

Correspondence’ =

Coherence
Functional
Pragmatic

Power
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“TherelisialbattlesfoRtrithdoms
atilleastaroundktriithi==/I s
beinglunderstoodionce
againithat by truthrlfdelnot
mean ‘the'ensemblelofty
truths whichrareitorbe
" discovered.and
accepted, but rather the
ensemble of rules'according
to which the true and the
L % 3 M false are separated and
VichellEoucalllifs s specific effects of power:
1'?9&2‘@‘-1984) ' B\ attached to the true,’

48
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‘it beinglunderstoodlalsolthatiitish
a matternotiofiatbattlefons
behalf‘efithe truthybltofia

battle:aboutithelstatusiof
truth’and the economic
and political role it plays-*

[Michel Foucault, Folicault!ReadersAniintroductionito,
Foucault's Thoughtiwith: Major New:Unpublished:

Material, ed. Paul'Rabinow! (New/York: Pantheon:
Books, 1984), 74]

‘%.

IC eIFoucauH"
(1 ”926 1984)

49
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Two things (at least) are
common. to all tests for truth.

50
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- B
FOREWORD BY DR.NORMAN GEISLER

OBJECTIVITY
ir PBebtical
INTERPRETATION

T ——

ThomasiHowe

; THOMAS HOWE Southern Eva"rzﬁelical Seminary

51
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~The Laws of Logic<

v The Law of Non-Contradiction
v’ The Law of Excluded Middle
v  The Law of Identity




~The Law of Non-Contradiction-=

essenc® ~ A thing cannot be both ‘A" and ‘non-A’ at the
same time and in the same sense.

nce > A thing cannot both exist'and not exist at the

existe . :
same time and in the same sense.

yruth yalué > A statement cannot be both true and not true at

the same time and in the same sense.

“Those who deny a first
principle should be beaten
and burned until they admit
that to be beaten is not the

same as to not be beaten
and to be burned is not the
same as not to be burned.”

Metaphysics |

8/16/2024
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"But we have now.positeakthaifis}
impossible for anything: atithersame
to be and not to be, and byathis
have shown that thisusithelmoss

infinite regress, so that there
no demonstratio

Now the'serpent was : or ! _cunnm g than any beast of

the field which'thex L@RD ‘Godfhadimade. And he said to

the woman, "Has God in de%?l sald shall not eat of

We;may. eatath e friut of the trees
fdthe fru:t~of the tree WCh“lS (lb@'
Z?]EE’ZZ @Eﬁ@-w
_' N '

ay you eat ' your p‘
and you;v’l'flb § God»-knowmg

'."-

8/16/2024
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~The Law of Excluded Middle-<

as5eNnce » A thing is either 'A' or 'non-A.’

nce > A thing either exists or does not

yiste .
e exist.

ruth yalué > A statement is either true or not true.

-
o

NN-.-‘

e
‘Q-

"Elther*make%‘the tree.good and

‘ho.h., ‘l

its fru:t**good oF; else! ﬁm@&@ the

'-a —®

tree badcan@l fritbad iordak
‘% iy 'I:, : - “‘ i’ ":
tree/ls._known s

/',,?" n.
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~~The Law of Identity=

essence » If a thing is 'A" then it is 'A!’
existence;} If a thing exists, then it exists.

gruth yalueé > If a statement is true then it is true.

Then Moses s’é”idcto\ Go\e{»\ "Indeed when |
come: to: the fhlldren oﬁlsrael s*ay (o]

Ty}

them, 'ThepGod of Y. OUIR

namez2’ %w’ihgf“shallsy t th
said; thoses, ﬂ ANV
said, "Thuszyou-sha
Israel { A Zﬁmﬁm@ -.,..H.-;;

& S % ;“-,-_?"S—: \ Py EX@d 3@%\

e

a~
il

8/16/2024
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~The relationship of logic and reality<

The laws of logic are undeniably true.

v One has to use logic in order to deny logic.

Reality is knowable.

v To claim that ‘reality is unknowable' is to claim to know
something about reality.

Objections
fo

Logic
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{ Q .
What abGUt

Is3i5n¥h-6197

& |salah 55:6-9 &

{6} Seek the LORD while He may =
be found, Call upon Him while He is
near. {7} Let the wicked|forsake] his|

IEVIAMRIE uniighiizous men]hs | \

Let himi retunn to the
LORD, And He will have mercy on
him; And to our God, Eor He will .
abundantly pardon. {8} “For (¥}
ROUeRtSY are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways|{My ways!" says ffe,
®ERB {9} "For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts."

58



/@
]l nee
e oA SRR
A'A ';‘ - ‘amd '.-

raiffere

- 2 -
Ay a

"

ot
sOrdE™of

¢ = 1,15
O Y
-
_— . o
0 M - 4
:O'L-‘ 4 >
. -
A

8/16/2024

59



8/16/2024

There is a difference between "the order of
knowing" and "the order of being"

1@ map IS MrSEin ihe ereer of Knewing.
SESHistfirstinhtheleidegoRbeinah

60



» response: It is not "our" logic.

> Logic is an expression of the nature of God
Himself.

8/1

6/2024
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> response: Logic was not created by God. Itiis'an
expression of God. (like goodness)

n 1 SQQLO

@ctnn esginv.elve
Madc IO'nS
Ilk.the Trlf"lty’?

62
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> response: There is nothing in the doctrine of the Trinity.
(or any other biblical doctrine) that is illogical.

> There is a difference between something being beyond

reason and something being against reason.

Ifllogic, IS se h%p&ilm
‘canks tich a great logician
as tg‘athe Rhlilosepher

“ra,n Russell beyso) far

¢fr“@m the tn{h)’?

[ - ~
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> response: If you start a race facing the wrong direction,
then the faster you can run, the quicker you will be in
getting farther from the finish line.

11th August, 1918
It is quite true what you say, that you have never expres:
who has. that has anvthing . he things

sed yourself
- b O _CXDIes on aYs e

Even when one feels nearest to other people,
something in one seems obstinately to belong to God and to refuse to
enter into any earthly communion — at least that is how I should ex-
press it if I thought there was a God. It is odd isn’t it ? I care passion-
ately for this world, and many things and people in it, and yet . . . what
is it all ? There must be something more important, one feels, though I
don’t believe there is. I am haunted — some ghost, from some extra-
mundane region, seems always trying to tell me something that I am to
repeat to the world, but I cannot understand the message.

The outcome is that one is a ghost, floating through the world with-
out any real contact. Even when one feels nearest to other people,
something in one seems obstinately to belong to God and to refuse to
enter into any earthly communion — at least that is how I should ex-
press it if I thought there was a God. It is odd isn’t it ? I care passion-
ately for this world, and many things and people in it, and yet . , . what
is it all ? There must be something more important, one feels, though I
don't believe there is. I am haunted - some ghost, from some extra-
mundane region, seems always trying to tell me something that I am to
repeat to the world, but I cannot understand the message, But it is from

listeni the ghost that comes to feel oneself a ghost. I feel I
Bertrand Russe” shmt:ile;uthonmydwthme bﬂican;besumuneudcdbypeopletoo
(1 872-1 970) stupid to understand - fussing about medicines instead of searching

64



Eiplicon

8/1



8/16/2024

Inerrancy'and
Church Hlftory \

66



8/16/2024

o o e N St e L R S

TI—IY WORD

IS STILL

TRUTH

Essentiar WRiITINGS on th

PeTer A. LiccBack & Ricuarp B. GAFFIN JR.

Spurgeon and the
Dc&vn%'e’ade \
Conftroversy

’
' e

67



8/16/2024

188%-1892)

68



“"The ejected [due to the 1662 Act
of Uniformity], who were'in'one
sense alone the first
Nonconformists, were mainly;
Presbyterians; some, however,
werelIndependents; and a few.
Baptists. The Churches they
established were all Calvinistic in
their faith, and such they
remained for at least that
generation. It is a matter of
veritable history, however, that
such they did not all continue for
any great length of time.

"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations; or'‘even
less, became either Arian or:
Socinian. This wasieventually: the
case with nearly:allithe
Presbyterians, and later on; with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on “the down
grade,” and'in' some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous:*

[Robert Shindler with the unqualifiedfendorsement of €harles
Spurgeon, Sword and. Trowel, March™881;
hitp://www:remans4sterg/spurgeon/s_andt/dgOdihtm,

accessed 11/29/30] m
‘ ]

Chaljjies)Faddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)
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"Some of them, in the course of: p
Arianism was'a Christological heresy,

two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian er —
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on "the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous."

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]

"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian ¥ —
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on “the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous.*

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.remans45.erg/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]

that precipitated the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD.

AN

~ Arianism was a Christological heresy:.

that precipitated the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD.

Under the leadershipiof Athanasius,
the Council of Nicaea affirmed that
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the
same substance (op100Vo10;
homoousia; consubstantial) as'the
Eather and, thusiwas fully.God-

AN
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"Some of them, in the course of:
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian ¥
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on "the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous."

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]

"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian ¥
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on “the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous.*

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.remans45.erg/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]
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o
Arianism was'a Christological heresy,
that precipitated the Council of

Nicaea in 325 AD.

Under the/leadership of Athanasius,
the Council of Nicaea affirmed that
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the
same substance (0p100Vo10;
homoousia; consubstantial) as the
Eather and, thusiwas fully.God-

Arius maintained that Jesus, the Son
of 'God, was of alsimilar'substance
(opotovotes; homoiousia) as'the Father
and; thus was not fully, God:

- T

~ Arianism was a Christologicallheresy,
thatiprecipitated the Council of
Nicaeain 325 AD.

Under'the leadershiplof Athanasius,
the /Council of Nicaea affirmed that
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the

same substance (0[L100V0oL0L;
homoousia; consubstantial) as the
Eather and; thusiwas fully' God.

Ariusimaintained that Jesus, the Son
of God, was' of a similar substance
(oporoveior; homoiousia) as the Father
and, thus was' not fully God:

a Vv
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"Some of them, in the course of:
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian ¥
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on "the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous."

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]

"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian ¥
Socinian. This was eventually the
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on “the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous.*

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,
accessed 08/16/24]
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Arianism was'a Christological heresy,
that precipitated the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD.

Under the leadershipiof Athanasius,
the Council of Nicaea affirmed that
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the
same substance (0p100Vo10;
homoousia; consubstantial) as the
Eather and, thusiwas fully.God-

Arius maintained that Jesus, the Son
of 'God, was of alsimilar'substance
(opotovotes; homoiousia) as'the Father
and; thus was not fully, God:

a vV

" Arianism was a Christological heresy:.
that precipitated the Council of
Nicaea in 325 AD.

Under the leadershipiof Athanasius,
the Council of Nicaea affirmed that
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the
same substance (op100Vo10;
homoousia; consubstantial) as'the
Eather and, thusiwas fully.God-

Arius maintained that Jesus, the Son
of 'God, was of alsimilar'substance
(opotovotes; homoiousia) as'the Father
and, thus was notifully God:

Current day Jehovah's Witnesses
are Arians.

w
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"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian or
Secfinfkn. ThisHVISInTrest T TR it
case with nearly all the
Presbyterians, and later on, with
some of the Independents, and
with many of the General Baptist
Communities. By some means or
other, first the ministers, and then
the Churches, got on “the down
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous.*

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg0i1.htm,

accessed 11/29/30] A

' Yﬂll WHEN YI]U'HESIEEFIHI}

Socinianism was a heresy that
denied the Trinity altogether.

-
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"Some of them, in the course of
two or three generations, or even
less, became either Arian or

Thl'c.- wurae rrantiialhe $ha

case with nearly all the : A
Presbyterians, and later on, with The term *Socinian® comes from

some of the Independents, and Laelius (uncle; 1525-1562) and

Socinianism was a heresy that
denied the Trinity altogether.

y ; Faustus (nephew; 1539-1604)
th f the G I Baptist
R~ ™ Socinus (It. Sozzini) who denied the

Communities. By some means or == - - -
other, first the ministers, and then liiinity by denying theideityfofiChrist

the Churches, got on "the down and the deity of the Holy Spirit.
grade,” and in some cases, the
descent was rapid, and in all,
very disastrous."”

[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887,
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm,

accessed 11/29/30] A
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" Chap.1]  OF THE NATURE OF GOD. 33

ful.* This is to be.not happy merely,. but Lleased in
the highest degree.

You have explained to me what things are neces-
sary to be kuown concerning the attributes of God,
in order to salvation : state, in the next place, what
those are which you deem eminently conducive to the ’
same endi

The principal thing is to guard against fal]mg ints

error, wherein it is maintained, with pal-
pable contradiction, that there isinGod only oNE es- .
sence, but that he has three personss.

Prove. to me that in the one essence of God, tlnre
is but one Person ?

This indeed may he seen from hence, that the es~
sence of God is nne, not in kind but in number.
Wherefore it cannot, in any way, contain a plurality
of persons, since a person is nothing else than an indi-
widual intefligent essence. Wherever, then, there
exist three numerical persons, there must necesearily,
in like manner, bereckoned three individual
for in the same sense in which it is affirmed that there
s one numerical essence, it must be held that there
is also one numerical person.

 Whether it bg not necessary to sdlvation to know that God
48 onein person aswell as in essence, may be easily ascertained
from the testimeny of our Lord, quoted a little funher on, from
-John xvii. 3. And whether in maintaining that there is in the
supreme God a plurality of persons, Christians do not involve
themselves in the crime of polytheism, and consequently of ido-
Tlatry, it behoves.them and again to consider. On this
ivmx. the observations of Crellius, in discussing this subject in
is Ethica Christiana, may be mmullzrl Vide 1. i cop. 2.
—Ben. WissowaTivs.

<3 Whe

Prove.to me that in the one essence of God, there
is but one Person?

This indeed may be seen from hence, that the es~
sence of God is nne, not in kind but in number.
Wherefore it cannot, in any way, contain a plurality
of persons, since a person is nothing else than an indi-

wdual intefligent essence. Wherever, then, there
exist three numerical persons, there must necessarily,
in like manner, be reckoned three individual-essences;
for in the same sense in which it is affirmed that there
is one numerical essence, it must be held that there
is also one numerical person.

8/16/2024

75



H OF THE NATURE OF Gob,  {Sect. IIT.

. Who is this one divine Person ?

The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
- How do you prove this?

By most decisive testimonies of Seripture :—thus
Jesus says (John xvii. 3) * This is life eternal, that
-they might know ThEE, (the Father) THE ONLY

TRUE Gop.” The apostle Paul writés to the Corin-
«thians (1 Cor. viii. 6), * To us there is but onE Gob,
~rAE FATHER, of whom are all things :"—and agaim,
- addressing the Ephesians (chap. iv. 6), he says, '
¢ There is—0ONE Gop AND FATHER OF ALL; who is
-above all, and through all, and in you all.”

How happens it, then, that Christians commonly
-maintain, that, with the Father,—the Son and the
-HoLY SPIRIT are persons in one and the same Deity?

In this they lamentably err—deducing their argu-
-mentd frem passag ¥ ill und d
: What ore the arguments by which they endeavour
«to support their opinion ?

+ The principal are these: first, they affirm, that in
“the Scriptures, not only the Father, but the Son also,
“sud the Holy Spirit, are severally called and shown to
be God ; and, since the same Scriptures assert that

God is only one, they infer that these three compose
(that one God.

. How can this argument be invalidated ? !
* 1will reply to this question, first, as it respects the
-Sen, and afterwards as it relates to the Holy Spirit.

‘What answer do you make in respect to the Son ?
* The term Gop is employed in the Scriptures chiefly
im two senses. The former of these is, when it de-
[ v signates

How happens it, then, that Christians commonly
-maintain, that, with the Father,—the Son and the
-Houy SPIRiT are persons in one aud the same Deity?

In this they lamentably err—deducing their argu-
-mentd frem passages of Scripture ill understood.

*  What are the arguments by which they endeavour

~to support their opinion ?

+ The principal are these : first, they affirm, that in
“the Seriptures, not only the Father, but the Son also,
-and the Hely Spirit, are severally called and shown to
be God; and, since the same Scriptures assert that
God is only one, they infer that these three compose
,that one God.

How can this argument be invalidated ?

1 will reply to this question, first, as it respects the
.Son, and afterwards as it relates to the Holy Spirit.

8/16/2024
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Chap. 1.] OF THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 55

import. And the sacred author of the Epistle to .
the Hebrews (chap. i. ver. 5) shows from the words of B
the Psalmist (Psalm ii. 7), ¢ Thou art my Son, this
day have I begotten thee,” that Christ was glorified
by God, in order that he might be made a Priest, that
is, the chief director of our religion and salvation,—in
which office are comprised his supreme authority and
dominion. He was, however, not merely the only be-
gotten Son of God, butalso A Gop, on account of the
divine power and authority which he displayed evert
while he was yet mortal : much more may he bé so de-.
nominated now that he has received all power in hea-
ven and earth, and that all things, God himselfalone
excepted, have been put under his feet.—But of th*¥
you shall hear in its proper pim

But do you not acknowledge in Christ a divine, o
well as a human nature or substance?

If by the terms divine nature or substance I am to
wunderstand the very essence of God, I do not acknow-
ledge such a divine nature in Christ; for this were
repugnant both to right reason and to the Holy Serip-
tures. But if, on the other hand, you intend by a
divine nature the Holy Spirit which dwelt in Christ,

" united, by an indissoluble bond, to his human natare®,
‘ and

* It ought to be noticed here that in the opinion of the an-
cents, besides the Holy Spirit, which is the Power of God,
being given 1o Christwithout measure, the Wisdom of God also,
asthe Seriptures, indeed, intimate, or that divine ent and _
ewsjjse, which seems to have been the Shechinah of the He-
brews, or the Logos of the first Christians, dwelt inthe Mes-
siah.  So the great Grotius rightly remarks, in the Hh.h Book

of

But do you not acknowledge in Christ a divine, 8
well as a human nature or substance?

If by the terms divine nature or substance I am to
understand the very essence of God, I do not acknow=

ledge such a divine nature in Christ; for this were
repugnant both to right reason and to the Holy Serip-
tures,
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36 OF THR NATURE OF GoD.  [Sect. I

God had honoured with the title of Gods, but rather
greatly the superior of them ull; and was on this very
‘nceount God,—that the  Father had sanctified him,
and sent him into the world:” which cause, and the
whole of this reasoning of Christ, are accommodated *
to the latter, and ot to theformer signification of the
term Gop.

What reply do you make respectingthe Holv Spirit?

‘The Holy Spirit is never expressly called God in
the Seriptures. Nor is it te be inferred that it is it-
#clf Ged, or a persen of the Divinity, because in some
places those things are attributed to it which belong
to God: but this proceeds from u very different cause,
a8 you shall hear in its proper place.

What is the second argument whereby it is at-
zempted to be proved that these threc persons are
waited in one Deity ?

This argument is drawn from those passages of
Scripture wherein the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
are, on some account, joined together.

Which are those passages? i

The first is the corwand of Jesus (Matthew
xxviii. 19), to baptize ** in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” The second is com-
prised in the address of Paul te. thé, Gorinthians
{1 Corinth. xii, 4—6), * There are diversities of gifts,

_but the same Spirit : and there are differences of ad-
‘ministrations, but the same Lord: and there are diver~
sities of operations, but it is the same God which
‘worketh all in al.”  The third is found in the First
Epiatle of John, chap. v. 7,  There are three that

bear

What reply do youmakerespecting the Holy Spirit?
'The Holy Spirit is never expressly called God in
the Soriptures. Nor is it te be inferred that it is it-

eclf God, or a person of the Divinity, because in some
places those things are attributed to it which beloug
to God: but this proceeds from = very different cause,
as you shall hear in its proper place.

https://thehumanjesus.org/media/pdf/The_Racovian_Catechism.pdf, accessed 11/30/23
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"The type of religion which

rejoices in the pious sound
of traditional phrases,

regardless of their

meanings, or shrinks from

‘controversial’ matters, will

| never stand amid the shocks

| of life. In the sphere of

| religion, as in other spheres,

. the things about which,men

| are agreed are apt to be the

. things that are least worth

' holding; the really important

things are the things about
which men will fight.*

[J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1923), 1-2]

' "The contents of the Bible,
then, are unique. But
another fact about the
Bible is also important.
The Bible might contain
an account of a true
. revelation from God, and
yet the account be full of
| error. Before the.full
. authority of the Bible can
be established, therefore,
it is necessary to add to
the Christian doctrine of
revelation the Christian
doctrine of inspiration.
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|
|

jl "The latter doctrine means

?
|

that the Bible not only is
an account of important
: things, but that the
| account itself is true, the
| writers having be so
. preserved from error,
- despite a full maintenance
. of their habits or thought
and expression, that the
resulting Book is the A
infallible rule of faith and '
practice." "

‘ f
| [J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism J < G res ha m M aChe N

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1923), 72-73] (1 881 1 937)
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Jack B. Rogersl

(1934-2016)

THE AUTHORITY
AND INTERPRETATION
OF THE BIBLE

with a new Epilogue

II'EII

Jack B. Rogersl

(1934-2016)

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to’be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelasiaimeans of:
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand
gquidingithemiinithellifelof faith™">:

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

itstsavingpurposeScriptureiwas

notiusedias’a sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunication>God,likela
goodifatherlorkmotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelate toithem==
[JackiBYRoegerstandiDonaldiKaMeKimiRlherAuthorityianal

Interpretationtofithe' BibleZAn Historical'/Approachi(New,
Yorki Harpen 88Row R 1979)¥458-459]
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Jack B. Rogers.

(1934-2016)

Jack B. Rogers.

(1934-2016)

“Thelfoundationlofithe'doctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to'be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelas'a means of
bringing people to salvation and
gquiding them in'the' life of faith. ...

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

itstsavingpurposeScriptureiwas

notiusediasia sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunicationsGod,likela
good fatherormotheradoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem

NackiBRRogerstandiDonaldi K MeKimiSiherAlthoritydana,
InterpretationtofitherBiblezAniHistorical’Approachi(New,
Y orkdE anpe&IRoW N I979)¥458:459)]

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to’be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelas'a means of
bringing people to salvation and
gquiding them in'the' life of faith. ...

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

its saving purpose Scripture:was

notiusedias’a sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunication>God,likela
goodifatherlorkmotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem=
NackiBRRogersiandiDonaldikKS MeKimisiherAuthoritysand.

Interpretationtofithel BibleZAniHistoricallApproachi(New,
YorkdhlarpeR&IRoWR19/9)¥458:459]

BDonald K MceKim

Donald K, McKim
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NoticeShowjRogersfand
IMcKimidescribelthe
inaturefofibiblical
authoritylinifunctional
iterms

NoticelhowiRogersfand
IMcKimidescribelthe;
inaturefofibiblical
authorityliniftnctional
itermsy

Forithemibiblical
authoritylresidestinithe
Biblelasialimeanssand

inktermsloflitsipurpose’s

_/

“Thefoundationiofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to'be recovered. For'early! Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativeiasiaimeans of
bringing people to salvation and
guiding them in'the life of faith., ...

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influenced byithelunderstandinglof:

its'saving purpose; Scriptureiwas

notiusediasia sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated.
styleloficommunication®Godylikela
goodifathedormotheradoptedithe
thoughtiand:speechlofichildrentin
orderito'relate toithem==

[VackiBRRogersiandiRonaldl K MeKimmliherAlthortydanad,
InterpretationtofithelBibleZAniHistoricallApproachi(New:
\YorkshHarpe R &IRowW N I979)R4582459]

“Thelfoundationlofithe'doctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to'be recovered. For'early! Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelasiasmeans of
—< 10 salvation and.

aelinterpretation of.the!Bible'was
inneos<ed byithelunderstandinglof:
its saving purpose: Scripturelwas
notusedlas a solrcebook for:
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated.
styleloficommunication®Godylikela
goodifathedormotheradoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechlofichildrentin
ordertoirelateltoithem’
NackiBERogersiandiDonaldiKS McKimisiherAlthoritylana;

InterpretationtofithelBibleZAniHistoricallApproachi(New:
\YorkadhHarped &IRowW N I979)R4582459]
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NoticelhowlRogersfand
IMcKimidescribelthe;
inaturefofibiblical
authorityliniffunctionall
jtenmss

Eorithem¥ibiblical
authorityliesideslinithel
Bz es & means” encl

inktermsfoflitsispunposets

iliheyldenigratelany;
characterizationfof
biblicalfauthorityliniteims!
ofithelBibleltellinglthe

Wtiuthiasicenrespondencel
‘ itolreality _

“Thelfoundationlofithe'doctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to'be recovered. For'early! Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritative asiasmeans of
bringing be=—< to salvation and

e Ccnem in the life of faith. ...

“ielinterpretation)ofithelBible\was
inneos<ed byithelunderstandinglof:
itsisaving purpose: Scripturelwas
notiisedasia sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated.
styleloficommunication®Godylikela
goodifathedormotheradoptedithe
thoughtiand:speechlofichildrentin
ordertoirelatelitoithem’

[VackiBRRogersiandiRonaldl K MeKimmliherAlthortydanad,
InterpretationtofitherBible #AnHistoricall/Applioachi(New,
\YorkshHarpe R &IRowW N I979)R4582459]

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to’be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelasiaimeans of:
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand
gquidingithemiinithellifelof faith™">:

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

itstsavingpurposeScriptureiwas

notiusedias’a sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunication>God,likela
goodifatherlorkmotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem=
NackiBRRogersiandiDonaldikKS MeKimisiherAuthoritysand.

Interpretationtofithel BibleZAniHistoricallApproachi(New,
YorkdhlarpeR&IRoWR19/9)¥458:459]

Notice also the strawman
fallacy.

n

Donald K MecKim
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NoticelhowlRogersfand
IMcKimidescribelthe;
inaturefofibiblical
authorityliniffunctionall
jtenmss

Eorithem¥ibiblical
authorityliesideslinithel
Bz es & means” encl

inktermsfoflitsispunposets

iliheyldenigratelany;
characterizationfof
biblicalfauthorityliniteims!
ofithelBibleltellinglthe

trtithfasicornrespondencel
‘ itolreality” ,

“Thelfoundationlofithe'doctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to'be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelasiaimeans of:
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand
guidingithemiinithellifelof faith™"*:

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

itstsavingpurposeScriptureiwas

notiusediasia sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunicationsGod,likela
goodifatherlorkmotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem

NackiBERogersiandiDonaldiKS MeKimisiherAuthorityiand.
InterpretationtofithelBiblesAniHistoricallApproachi(New,
Yorkadhlarpe &IRoWR9/79)¥458:459]

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture inithe early.churchineeds;
tolbe'recovered: For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly.
authoritativelasialmeans: of;
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand,
quidingithemrinithellifelofifaith ==

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandingjc-

itstsaving/purposeScripturer..as

not usedias a sourcebook for
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunication>God,likela
goodifatherormotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem=
NackiBRRogersiandiDonaldiKS MeKimisiherAlthoritydana.

InterpretationtofitherBibleAniHistorical’Approachi(New,
Yorkdb arpe&IRoWI979)¥458:459)]
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Notice also the strawman
fallacy.

To say that the Bible is
inerrant in all that it affirms,
including statements it
makes about nature, is not
to say that the Bible is a
sourcebook for science.

vy

Donald K MecKim

Notice also the strawman
fallacy.

To say that the Bible is
inerrant in all that it affirms,
including statements it
makes about nature, is not
to say that the Bible is a
sourcebook for science.
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Biblefasfalimeansgrand!
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tolreality ,

NoticelhowiRogersfand
IMcKimidescribelthe;
inaturefofibiblical
authorityliniffunctional
jtenmss

Eorthembiblical
authorityliesideslinithel
Biblefasfalimeansgrand!

inktermsfoflitsispunposets

iliheyldenigratelany;
characterizationfof:
biblicalfauthenitylinftefms!
ofithelBibleltellingithe

trtithfasicornrespondencel
itolreality ,

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof;
Scripture inithe early. churchiheeds
tolbe'recovered: For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly.
authoritativelasiaimeans of;
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand,
gquidingithemrinithellifelofifaith: ==

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandingic-

itstsavingpurposeScripturer..as

notlusediasia sourcebook for
science. Early theologian<
accepted God's accommodated
style’oficommunication>God, likela
goodifatherormothertadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
orderitoirelateitoithem=

[YackiBERogerstandiDonaldi K McKim s iherAuthorityiand,
InterpretationtofitherBiblezAniHistorical’Approachi(New,
Yorkeh arpen &IRowWNII979)N458:459]

“Thelfoundationlofitheldoctrinelof:
Scripture infthe early.churchineeds
to’be'recovered. For'early Christian

teachers; Scripture'was'wholly;
authoritativelasiaimeans of:
bringingipeopleitorsalvationiand
gquidingithemiinithellifelof faith™">:

Thelinterpretationiofithe!Bibleiwas
influencedibyithelunderstandinglof:

itstsavingpurposeScriptureiwas

notiusedias’a sourcebookifor
science. Early theologians
acceptediGod's accommodated:
styleloficommunication>God,likela
goodifatherormotheriadoptedithe
thoughtiandispeechiofichildrenlin
ordertoirelateltoithem=
NackiBRRogersiandiDonaldiKS MeKimisiherAlthoritydana.

InterpretationtofitherBibleAniHistorical’Approachi(New,
Yorkeh arpen 8aRowWNII979)N458:459]
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Notice also the strawman
fallacy.

To say that the Bible is
inerrant in all that it affirms,
including statements it
makes about nature, is not
to say that the Bible is a
sourcebook for science.

One should note also that
their use of the expression
‘accommodated style’
includes the claim that
some of God's
“communication™ includes
factual errors.

Donald K MecKim

Notice also the strawman
fallacy.

To say that the Bible is
inerrant in all that it affirms,
including statements it
makes about nature, is not
to say that the Bible is a
sourcebook for science.

One should note also that
their use of the expression
‘accommodated style’
includes the claim that
some of God's
"communication" includes
factual errors.

Rogers and McKim fail to
realize that a statement can
correspond to reality in
ways other than literally,
including metaphorically,
allegorically, and
phenomenologically.
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"Although Rogers and
McKim's volume bears
the title The Authority
and Interpretation of
the Bible: An Historical
Approach, we
discovered.that their
real interests were
actually quite narrow.
and apologetic.

John D. Woodbridge

John D. Woodbridge
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“They wanted to
baptize as staunchly
evangelical the
hypothesis that the
Bible is infallible for
matterslofifaithland
practice but'subject to
‘technical mistakes*in
science, history, and
the like. ...

"The authors’
description of the
Bible creates for them
the same kind of
dilemma that
neoorthodoxdscholars
before'them'faced,
namely, how. to
distinguish the
infallible ‘central
saving message’ from
the errant difficult
surrounding material.’

John D. Woodbridge

John D. Woodbridge

8/16/2024

92



“This is a critical
problem because
Christianity is
grounded in human
history. Salvation
truthslarelplanted. in
the soil'ofithe'Bible’s
historical discourse
about things that
happened.*

[John D. Woodbridge, Biblical Authority: A Critique of
the Rogers / McKim Proposal (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1982), 153, 154]

John D. Woodbridge

Harold Lindsell
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A Further Look at the ‘
BATTLE FOR THE BIBLE

T[H]E HIJLJE
CINTUTHIE
BALENGE

Harold Lindsell

Works published by
the International
Council on Biblical
Inerrancy
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BIG BOOK
of Bible
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FOREWORD by Dr. CRAIG BLOMBERG ForeEworpb by J. I. PACKER
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The Resurrection of Jesus

A New Historiographical Approach
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Four things that
concern mein the

current.controversies
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Four things that concern me
in the current controversies

1. The compromised theory of truth with
which Geisler dealt in his 1980 article and
which ICBI (“The Chicago Statement”)
examined thoroughly is still a problem
today.

Correspondence’ =
Coherence

Functional
-

-

Pragmatic

Power
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Functional
-

> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it fulfills its intended
purpose.

> It is sometimes known as the
Functional intentional theory of truth.

- -~

114



8/16/2024

"Although,the mustard seed
(see Matt. 13:32) is not the

smallestiof all seeds;yet
Jesus referred to it as such”
because ...

o~

BENEI2, Fullelf

“to have gone contrary to
their mind on what was the
smallest seed would have so
diverted their attention from
the knowledge that would
bring salvation to their souls

thatsthey might welljhave
failed to hear these all-
important revelational
truths.”

Daniel P. Fuller, "Benjamin BaWarfieldis\View of Faith and History," Bulletin of the
Evangelical Theological, soa%’zy“1'1 (Spling 1968): 81-82, quoted in Norman L.
Geisler, "The Conceptofiliuthlintiielierrancy Debate," Bibliotheca Sacra (October-
December 1980): 33653374
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h
D’gcft?'ine

Biblical
Authority

Russell H. Dilday, Jr.

“Debatesiabout the Bible
may. divert attention of
Southern Baptistsifrom
winning the world and

thereby become an effective
tool of ' Satan."

IRUsselli: Dilday, Jr., The! Doctrinelor Biblicall
Authority/(Nashville: Convention Press, 1982) 6"
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“There are those who
advocate a'modified
definition of inerrancy. Ifithe
term inerrant is to be used, it
must be qualified to allow/for
certain problems in the
Bible, such as unscientific
statements about the
universe, variations in the
Gospel accounts,
peculiarities: in the
, genealogical lists, and the
TuRusséllHI Dildayr: e

Dilday,"ThelDoctrinelofiBiblicaltAuthority196]

“Oni the other hand, othern
Christians feel that the
weaknesses of theword
inerrant limit its use. ... |t
implies that oneradmitted
insignificant error in the
Bible would destroy one's
confidence in the whole
biblical revelation."

Dilday, The!Doctrine of Biblical'Authority,99:

T RussSll H' Dilday:or
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“The authority: of the'Bible,
however, is'based not'so
much on the perfection and
reliability of its text as it is .on
thei truth whichrit . declares.*

DildayShelPoctrine of BiblicallAuthority:86*

T RussSll H' Dilday:or

“Tthe authority of the Bible,
however, is based not so
much on the perfection and
reliability of its text as it ision

the truth which it declares .
Rilday The'Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 86!

T RussSll H' Dilday:or
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"Does the author of Josh
9:13 [sic] intend his
statement about the sun
standing still to contradict a
heliocentric world view? Was
Melanchthon right to attack
Copernicus for suggesting
that it is the earth, not the
sun, that moves? Everything
hinges on the notion of
‘affirming’ and ‘addressing.’

"Joshua mentions the sun
standing still; but is this what
the narrative affirms? Is not
Joshua rather affirming, in a
manner that his readers
could understand, that God
supernaturally intervened on
behalf of Israel?

119
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"The point is that he is
employing phenomenal
language (e.g. everyday

language about the everyday.
world) in order to
communicate.

"To press Joshua 9 [sic] into
the service of Ptolemaic
science would be an odd use
indeed of the passage. Why?
Because the point of the
passage lies elsewhere. To
be precise: it is a theological
and, yes, historical (but not
astronomical) point.*

[Kevin J. Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation? Truth, Scripture, and
Hermeneutics" in the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 48/1
(March 2005) 89-114 (p. 106)]
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A

"The biblical authors did not
intend every one of their
sentences to be an assertive
statement. To return to
Joshua 9: [sic] the author’s
use of phenomenal language
is merely background
scenery for what really
matters, the theodramatic
assertion about the act of
God in history."

o ‘ﬁ [Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation?" p. 107]
- \k

Q: What about a "What is the
Bible?" on Adam & Eve—historical
vs. fictional?

RB: All right, then, Adam and Eve.

Q: Do you think they were real
people?

RB: | don’t think that’s the point of the
story.
Q: Could they have been?

RB: Of course. But then you’d have te
answer all sorts of questions about
DNA and fossils and evidence for how
old the earth is...

8/16/2024
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Q: Does anybody actually know for.
sure whether or not they were
actual, real people?

RB: No.

£Now Jesus Himself

began His ministry at

about thirty years of
age, being (as was

son of God."
Luke 3:23, 38
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“Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over
those who had not
sinned according to the
likeness of the
transgression of Adam,
who is a type of Him

who was to come."
Romans 5:14

“"For Adam was
formed first,
then Eve."

1Timothy 2:13

8/16/2024
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Q: So debating whether or not they
were actual, real people isn’t the
point.

RB: Exactly. It's actually dangerous,
because in arguing one way or the
other you may miss the point of the
story.

> Definition: A statement is true in
as much as it fulfills its intended
purpose.

. > It is sometimes known as the
Functional intentional theory of truth.

»> Truth cannot be merely function

because it needs the
correspondence theory to define
itself.

v'

8/16/2024
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Four things that concern me
in the current controversies

2. Some in the "Licona” camp, though they
might espouse a correspondence theory
of truth, nevertheless fail to understand
the various ways in which a proposition
might correspond to reality.

The Resurrection of Jesus

A New Historiographical Approach
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"Another challenge to the
correspondence theory of
truth is that historians are
incapable of returning to
the past in order to
examine it in the light of
their theories and thus
can never verify in the
strictest sense that their
theories correspond to
events in a truthful
manner."

Mike Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus: A New:
Historiographical Approach (Downers Grove:
InterVarsity, 2010), p. 90

"As with the challenges
affiliated with
perceptions, the inability
of historians to verify
their hypotheses most of
the time only affects their
ability to know truth. It
does not affect the nature
of truth itself."

Mike Licona, Resurrection. , p- 90, emphasis in
original
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"In addition to defining
truth in a correspondence
sense, realist historians
attempt to establish
criteria for identifying
what is true in a
correspondence sense.

"Historians should not
change their theory
related to the nature of
truth in order to
accommodate the
uncertainty of historical
descriptions.™

Mike Licona, Resurrection , p- 90, emphasisiin
original
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According to'the
correspondence theory of'
truth, ifithe statement,doesk

not corre‘s’pondé’é CEL A
by definition false.

Does Mt. 27:52-53 have any
referent.to (i.e., does it injany
way cortiespond,to) reality 2

fb
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o Mattpew 27:51-53 =

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn
in two from top to bottom; and the earthk
quaked, and'the rocks were split, {52} anq‘
the graves W@&opened; ang many bodies
of the saints who had@llen asleep were
raised; {83} and comingout of the graves
after His resurrection, they went into the

hely city and appearedjto. many.
“ R E

Doesithe dragon in
Revelation 12 pose a problem
. . -
_for myyview of mgrrancy?

’
‘ A n .A
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=Revelation 12:3-4 < =SR2 L

And another sign appeared in
heaven: behold, a great, fiery red .
dragon having'seven heads and _ =
ten horns, and seven diadems on ,xﬁc

his'heads. {4} His tail drewa -
third of the stars of heaven and
threw them to the earth. And the
dragon stood before the woman
whoiwas ready to give birth, to "\:
devour her Child as soon as it ’
was born.

Mike didn't see how I could
reconcileimy mterpretatlonféf
Luke 7: 6 in light.of Matt. 8: 8!
with a corres’ondence

theory of fruth. ‘

ra A

8/16/2024
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Metonymy
“The centurion answered "... the centurionjisent
and said, ‘Lord;"llam not fnends to Him, saym%
worthy that You,should Him, 'Lord, do'not trouble
comelunder my roofs..." ou’*self for | am not
Matt. 8:8 worthy that You should
enter under my roof.#
Luke 76
'

"The centurion answered  “... the centurionisent

and said, '‘Lord;"fam not friends to Him, say"in%to
worthy that You,should Him, 'Lord, dg'r not trouble

comelunder my roofy... You?‘self, for | am not
Matt. 8:8 worthy that You should
enter under my roof.&
Luke 7:6
'
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Mike rightly says that.if
Jesus rose from the dead,
then Christianity is stillitrue}
weven iffti turne*d lout that

some things in the,

Bible weren't. ‘,
‘ z. B
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But theyquestion is not
whether Christianity is still
true even if some of,the

%things inkthe Bjble,are not!
Instead the questions are: .

1.1s inerrancy stil’ tirue even if it
turns out thatisome'of the things

in the Bible are/not?
The answer would have to be 'no’ unless you

have a qualified notion of what truth is, and,
by implication, what it means to not be true.
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2.ls inspiration st!i,lll'true even if it
turns out that sp'me of the things
in the Bible are/not?

The answer would have to be '‘no’ given
a proper understanding of inspiration and a
proper understanding of the nature of God.

: WHY THE
" /* GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

Michael R. Licona
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CHICAGO STATEMENT ON BIBLICAL INERRANCY NEEDS A FACELIFT

CHICAGO STATEMENT ON BIBLICAL INERRANCY
NEEDS AFACELIFT TWITTER FEED

a8 < ¥
Atthe 2023 Anaual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society, I read a paper titled The Chicago Statement on Biblical

Ingrrancy Needs a Facelift. The paper was well-attended and was followed by a period of thoughtful Q&A. I'm making my paper
public, due to having received many requests for it

READ OR DOWNLOAD HERE
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At the 2023 Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society. I read a paper titled The Chicago Statement on Biblical
Inerrancy Needs a Facelift. The paper was well-attended and was followed by a period of thoughtful Q&A. I'm making my paper
public. due to having received many requests for it.
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ETS 2023: CSBI Needs a Facelift

When COVID hit in late-2019, it was a new and unchartered problem and no

one really knew how to handle it properly. Vaccines, masks, and lockdowns
resulted. All of us remember these too welll At the time, most believed these were
the best ways to limit the spread of COVID. This wasn’t necessarily a left vs right
matter. | have two physicians on the board of my ministry who are political
conservatives. Both got the vaccines and booster and encouraged my wife and me
to do the same, given our age. 5o we did and | have a vaccine card to prove it!

However, there were some along the way, including numerous medical
doctors, wha were pushing back and saying, “Wait a minute. Something's wrong
here.” Unfortunately, those voices were strongly rebuked, labeled "anti-vaxxers,”
and quickly cancelled.

But it turns out those dissenting voices were largely correct. Some of the
recommended precautions did little to prevent the spread of COVID, In fact, the
benefits of some solutions were outweighed by negative consequences: suicide
rates increased, children became delayed in their learning, unemployment surged,
many small businesses went out of business, health professionals, first responders,
military personnel and civil servants who refused to get the vaccine lost their jobs
Ultimately, some of the forced solutions were wrong from the beginning and have
been revised or abandoned altogether.

During the next 19 minutes, | will contend that some of the solutions to
COVID and the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (henceforth CSBI) have

something major in common: Despite the good intentions of their proponents to
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WHY THE
GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

Michael R. Licona

At Mike's ETS paper, | had two
questions but only had time for one.

| first needed to set the context of
my question.

Some have argued that there is a

parallel between the inspiration /

inerrancy of the Bible and the two
natures of Christ.

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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The doctrine of the hypostatic
union whereby Christ is two
natures—human and divine—in
one person further maintains that,
despite the fact that all humans
born in Adam are fallen in sin,
Jesus, being born of a virgin (and
thus, not a descendent of Adam) is
the perfect man.

In other words, Jesus' human
nature does not entail that Jesus is
a sinner. As a human, the God/Man

Jesus is unique.

Michael R. Licona

The "traditional" (as Mike Licona
labels it) view of inspiration and
inerrancy of the Bible argues that,
though God used human beings to
write His inspired word, their
writings contain no errors. In other
words, the Scriptures do not take
on the fallenness of humans just
because God used humans in the
writing. As a book, the God/Human

writings of the Scriptures is unique.

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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My question to Mike was this. If
you allows for “errors" (in the
traditional sense of the term
underlying the ICBI Chicago
Statement) like Matthew having one
or more names wrong in his
genealogy or John having a
different day of the week than the
synoptics, would you be
comfortable allowing "errors" or
mistakes in the life of Jesus.

Michael R. Licona

My second question which | did not
have time to ask was this.

Your earlier works which employed
the thesis that the Gospels were in the
literary genre of Greco-Roman
Biography allowed for a qualified
definition of 'error’ given the literary
conventions of the genre.

Your latest work adds a qualified
definition of 'inspiration'. Whereas the
Greco-Roman Biography would apply
only to the Gospels, what implications

does your qualified definition of

‘inspiration’ have for the epistles?

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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WHY THE
GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

‘ HAELR"“LICUNA
l

Michael R. Licona

§The Roman historian Tacituslis
regarded as being a fairly accurate
historian. ... After identifying the
Gospels as elther giglongmg (o) (o)

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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EThe Roman historian Tacitusjisi
tegarded as being a fairly accurat
historian. ... After identifying ty:"
Gospels as either.belonging t
having a close. affinity:toithe g
ofiancientibiography; iticannot|be
merely;assumed that eachi of the

Evangelists had Tacitus's levellof.”

commitment to accurate reportiny:
... Truth-telling in ancient
i§toriography permitted the facts
tbe reported with some elasticity."

[ hael R. Licona, Jesus Contradicted: Why the Gospels Tell the:Same
IStonyDifferently/(GrandiRapids: Zondervan Academic, 2024), 65, 6]

C1f “truth-telling in'ancient
historiography permitted
the facts to be reported

with some elasticity™
then whatis' one to make
of the categorny ‘fairly
accurate’?

How can a statement be
“fairly. accurate® if truth-
telling allows “some
elasticity*?

N

§The Roman historian Tacitusflis
egarded as being a fairly accurate
historian. ... After identifying the
Gospels as either:belonging tolor
having a close affinityitoithe genre!
of ancientibiography;iit cannot!’be‘
merely;assumed thatieach of the
Evangelists had Tacitus's level of:
commitment to accurate reporting.
... Truth-telling in ancient
thistoriography permitted|the facts

e reported with some elasticity.*

| R. Licona, Jesus Contradicted: Why the Gospels Tell the:Same.
StonyiDifferently: (GrandiRapids: Zondervan Academic, 2024 ), 65,67]

Further, there is a
difference between what
a “genre™ permits and
what people may in fact
actually say.

Court testimony does
not “permit™ mis-
remembering or lying,
but sometimes
witnesses do mis-
remember or lie.

|

8/16/2024
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WHY THE
GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

HAELR"“LICUNA Michael R. Licona

)

“In my view, this does not
Ul dermine the overall reliabilitylofi
the literature in which they appéeak;
as long as we h%/e the

readmg was; mes-t oftenlir 'tende
convey an accu#ateiglstr’of “

Michael R. Licona
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“In my view, this does not
Uihdermine the overall reliabilityiof
the literature in which they appeak;

as long as werhave the
inderstanding th’éf vha €
reading wvgsumost often: "nfende_ 0)
convey‘an accuratergistof thel
people and events described rather.
than preserving details with the
precision of a legal transcript:*

liticona, JesusiContradicted, 67]

7. The isEalbasically
rustworthy cocument of

2, On tihe basls of this, we heve

ISufficienevidenceyebelieveyhat
Jesus Christ is the Sen of Goal.

8. Jesus Chriist teaches thet the
Bible fs the Word of God.

4, Therefors, the Bible is the Word

of God and Chriistianity fs trve.

It seems to me that Licona has
muddled the issue before us
with a false dilemma fallacy.

No inerrantist with whom | am
familiar says that unless the
biblical text is inerrant, its
overall reliability is
undermined.

In fact, the point that the
biblical text is overall reliable
is the first premise in our case

for Christianity (after theism
has been established).

Historicity of the Bible

Who'Is Jesus?

Thellnspirationiand
Inerrancy;of:the'Bible

8/16/2024
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WHY THE
GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

HAEL R”LlCUNA
\

Michael R. Licona

1| want to draw attention to twe
@ccurrences in the Gospels wheke

the author takes some liberty,
reportmg details in order to make a

accur%on the gro- g-level :

precise reportl ng

his; readers with a hlgh-level v:e{ILv of
the person and mission of Jesus:*

lficena, Jesus Contradicted, 71]

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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i'| want to draw attention to two
@ccurrences in the Gospels wheke
the author takes some liberty,
keporting details in order to makelai
point. In doing sofhésacnflces
accuracy.onithe'g C
prec:se%po?i‘mg whlle prov:dl%g

Even if it was the case that the
Gospel authors took some
liberty in reporting the details h
to make a point, this has
nothing necessarily to do with
the question of the overall
reliability of the text.

i'| want to draw attention to two
@ccurrences in the Gospels wheke
the author takes some liberty,
reporting details iniorder to makelal
point. In doing so;'h ﬁ?‘s‘acriﬁces
accurg@\%,@n thelqg, I of :
precise! reportmg W lle prov:dmg

Even if it was the case that the
Gospel authors took some
liberty in reporting the details ‘
to make a point, this has
nothing necessarily to do with
the question of the overall
reliability of the text.

However, it is another matter

as to whether it has anything

to do with the inspiration and
inerrancy of the text.
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Mike's point from the
Titanic example is
well taken.

Even if there were
contradictions in the
Gospel accounts, this

does not prove that Jesus
did not rise from
the dead.

However...

wnnn@m@m@ {hat

amm@@n@] nm
E. ﬂdmmg Im’m@@Hm
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does prove that the eyewitnes ‘--»'nenam
@nm@]g fdhmg thelr writings a ¢ inspired by God

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern
Baptist Theological

Seminary

"It would be nonsense to affirm r'\e‘éls

.'v

contradlctlons in the!BlbIe‘and then
to afflrm |nerrancy

2020705
“ §'

8/16/2024
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Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern
Baptist Theological

Seminary

some form of’blbllcal rié'rra_ncy if there are

contradlctlons inthe Gospels what you lose
is inerrancy.itself. . An actual contradiction

is an error
[http/WwwWw!bphews:net/39699, accessed 08/02/22] -
/ ‘u

—

1. The Biblefs the Word of God

»

2. God canhot err.
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IfdthielBilble 9 then efither:

*» there is some sense in which

. itis nofttw_e Wor?af C.;od, or

+* there is some sense in which
God can err. ‘

.
e

WIJ 73 (2011): 1-22

| SPECIAL LECTURE

CAN THE BIBLE BE COMPLETELY INSPIRED BY GOD
AND YET STILL CONTAIN ERRORS?
A RESPONSE TO SOME RECENT “EVANGELICAL” PROPOSALS

G. K BEALE

here has been much literature written over the past fifty years on the topic

of the authority of the Bible, especially discussions within so-called “evan-
gelicalism” concerning the nature of the notions of infallibility and inerrancy.
Recent writers have especially questioned the traditional understanding of
inerrancy. In particular, a central idea underlying inerrancy has been that since
God is true and without error and, therefore, his oral word is true and without
error, consequently, his word in Scripture is true and without error. This impli-
cation or theological inference that reasons from God’s flawless character to
flawless Scripture has been challenged, and it has been argyed that it is a logi-
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Four things that concern me
in the current controversies

3. A newer compromised concept (theory)
of truth has arisen from Postmodernism.

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

[l ey garag- - g ey
AR
i = -
- Iy 3
i f Vo {

A PRIMER ON
POSTMODERNISM

| =
<
LIS
1
e

o
e S TANLEY J. GRENZ [
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

8/16/2024

“In contrast to the modern
ideal of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand
outside the historical
process. Nor can we gain
universal, culturally
neutral knowledge as
unconditioned specialists.

“On the contrary, we are
participants in our
historical and cultural
context, and all our
intellectual endeavors are
unavoidably conditioned
by that participation.”

[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]
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"Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of
facts, versus objectivity of
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is
mediated by an individual and
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any.
knowledge.*

[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from

https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 07/15/22]

"Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of
facts, versus objectivity of
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is
mediated by an individual and
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any.
knowledge.*

[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from

https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 07/15/22]
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Relert E. Wielioer

(1S58 2007)
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"Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of
facts, versus objectivity of
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is
mediated by an individual and
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any
knowledge."
[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from

https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 07/15/22]
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Home

HOMILETICS INTERVIEW: Robert E. Webber

What Younger Evangelicals Want—and Are
Getting!

Robert E. Webber is the William R. and Geraldyn B. Myers Professor of Ministry at Northern
Seminary in Lombard, Illinois, one of the only seminaries in the country that offers a Master’s
and a Doctorate in worship and which has intentional studies that integrate worship and
spirituality into the program. He is also the President of the Institute For Worship Studies
which offers a MWS (Masters of Worship Studies) and a DWS (Doctor of Worship Studies). He
is also Professor of Theology Emeritus at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois.

Robert E. Webber
Dr. Webber has lectured on worship in nearly every denomination and fellowship, and has
authored or edited more than 40 books on worship including the eight-volume work, The = N
Complete Library of Christian Worship. His most recent books include: Planning Blended Other !"OI‘ﬂlletICS
Worship (Abingdon, 1998), Ancient-Future Faith (Baker, 1999), and Journey to Jesus Interviews:
(Abingdon, 2001).
His latest book, The Younger Evangelical (Baker, 2002), is attracting broad attention and }ireach/ng =lanocataatonaltvent
interest because of its incisive look at a new emerging leadership in the church, while at the Richard Ward
same time pausing to look at the leadership models of the 20th-century church. )

Jesus and the Consumerist Culture

Tyler Wigg Stevenson

Dr. Webber was scheduled to speak at a conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Radical
Orthodoxy, where Homiletics was to meet up with him for this interview. But he called a few

days before the conference to say that he had had back surgery and wouldn't be there. So we Taking God to Work —

met with him in his home in Wheaton, where in the kitchen, and in a straight-back chair, he David Miller

gladly and graciously discussed his observations about a church that is in the midst of change

and the Younger Evangelicals who are leading the way. Why Things Are the Way They Are
Homiiletics: To start, we should probably clarify the categories you develop for evangelicals in the 20th Paul Shepherd

century and the early 21st century. You identify traditional, pragmatic and Younger Evangelicals. What

defines these groups? Let’s Try to Keep the China on the
Webber: The underlying idea of these three groups is that evangelicalism seems to follow the curvature La.zleWright

of culture and reflects culture. And if you look back over the last 50-60 years, culture has actually gone st

through three very distinct groupings: Boomers, Gen-Xers and now Millennials. It seems to me that as Stitching Together the Patchwork
evangelicalism encounters each cultural shift that each cultural shift as they integrate with it gives a Family® —

different shape and form, not so much to the message, but to the way in which the message itself is Barbara Carnal

-

Homiletics: So then, the Traditional
Evangelicals function within a modern

worldview that is rationalistic, and
propositional.
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Webber: "That probably is the most
distinguishing feature of the
Traditionalists. They've been shaped
by the Enlightenment. So they work
with - modern philosophy, a modern
understanding of science, history,
sociology. They're modernist, and so
they interpret the Christian faith
through these modern categories.

—_—_—m

Webber: "And what’s very interesting
about Traditional Evangelicals is that
the categories through which they
interpret the Christian faith are almost
regarded as sacred, almost as sacred
as the Christian faith itself. So if you
say, 'Well, | don’t believe in evidential
apologetics,' there’s something wrong
with you."

[http://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/interviews/webber.asp, accessed 09/05/20]
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truth:

yARress 1 197.9),:360, 377, as cited in William

Rl Ch a rd RO rty A o oyagelofiDiscovery: An Historical

osephy, 223 ed., (Belmont,

(1 931 -2007) - omSson Eeanning, 2002); 563]

truth.’

DRichar O i losephyiand:the:Mirror: of. Nature' (Princeton:
yiRress; 1979), 360, 377, as cited in William

Rl Ch a I’d RO rty % : elVoyagelofiDiscovery:An, Historical

Rhilosephy;22ded:; (Belmont,

(1 931 -2007) - ymsonilteanning, 2002), 563]
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Four things that concern me
in the current controversies

4. The theory that the Gospels are of the
genre of Greco-Roman Biography is

making inroads into Evangelical
scholarship.

_ LYDIA MCGREW —

e H=E

UMASK

Liberating the Gospels from Literary Devices

Lydia McGrew:
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sitiwouldibeldifficultito;
exaggerateithe) acceptance
thatithe) cIa‘m ‘The Gospels
argGreco- Roman® ;
biographiesgorevienkih
Gospels are somethin
muchlike Greco-Roman
biographiesi.enjoys in the
current evangellcal

scholarly milieu-3

[Lydia McGrewisThe Mirror or the Mask: Liberatingthe Gospg_l§_,§_fgom
LiteraryiPevicesl(Tampa: DeWard, 2019), 67] N
\

"Thelpopularitylofithisiclaim,
basedimostiofialliuponk the
bookiWhatyAre the Gospels’?
[0)V/ theACIaSSICISt Rlchard
Burndge*‘hasxonly,mgrown

iSince that'book's fi

publication in 1994 an
release in a'second edition
in 2004."

[Lydia McGrewMThe Mirror or the Mask, 67]

Lydia McGrew:

Lydia McGrew:

8/16/2024
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WHAT ARE THE

GOSPELS?

RICHARD A. BURRIDGE

"Burndge SIworkiis} also\
notewojmy for ’the extentito
whlch he overlooks evidence

‘frtradﬁ‘lonal authorshlp
'lGospelsaThls!fl's-r

_ _'tJt“o’hl§TtheSIS"fbeca'use
tradltlonal authorship MId
mean that at least threelout of

fourdGospels=-MatthewjMark,
andiJohn—were written by

Yews who were likelylnot

educated in a HeIIemstcl:d

fashion. ... i

Lydia McGrew:

8/16/2024
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Petéf Qr eveﬁ‘ Jgi"m' thelson of
Zﬁbdeejwould‘haxe readior
heardithelearliernwritersiof

biographylidiscussedlby,

Btgﬁidge such as'Xenophon,

Isocrates, Satyrus, and Ne pos

and that theyawould have

de?i'red to emulate a specific
A\CI-?'r,&[eco-Roman genrez

[Lydia ||V| Swiklihe! Mirror or the Mask, 76]

Lydia McGrew:

WHY THE
GOSPELS TELL
THE SAME STORY
DIFFERENTLY

HAELR"’LICUNA
\

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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"The bottom line:
Contradictions offer a
challenge to thelhistorical

ieliability. of thelGospels and

to'some versionsiof the
doctrine of blbllcal merrancy
however, they do'not
necessarily call.into.question
the truth of the!Christian

Michael R. Licona

8/16/2024
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