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Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

It was evident to Norman 
Geisler back in the 70s 
that the main problem 

with Rogers and McKim’s 
position on the inerrancy 

of the Bible was the 
issue the concept 

of truth.

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

In this weighty article, 
Geisler contrasts 

Rogers and McKim’s 
functional concept (or 
theory) of truth with 
the correspondence 

theory of truth. 
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

In this weighty article, 
Geisler contrasts 

Rogers and McKim’s 
functional concept of 

truth with the 
correspondence 
theory of truth. 

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

I became interested 
in whether and how 
the concept of truth 

might figure into 
several current 

debates regarding 
biblical inerrancy.
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

Hence, the title 
“The Concept of Truth 

in the Inerrancy 
Debate, Revisited.”
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James Montgomery Boice
(1938-2000)

"What 
Scripture says, 

God says—
through human 

agents and 
without error."

[Adapted from James Montgomery Boice, Does Inerrancy Matter? 
(Oakland, CA: International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979)]

error

error
until one knows 
what an error is 

One cannot know whether 
the Bible is without 
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error truth
is 

until one 
knows what 

is 

But one cannot 
know what an  

"And you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free"

Jesus of Nazareth
John 8:32
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"What is truth?
Pontius Pilate

John 18:38

"I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except 
through Me."

John 14:6 NKJV
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Concept

how one defines
the terms 'true' and 
'truth' when saying 

that a statement 
is true

how one discovers
whether a 

statement is true, 
regardless of one's 

theory of truth

Theory of Truth Test for Truth
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CAUTION 
THEORIES OF

TRUTH
WARNING!

Power

Pragmatic

FunctionalIntentional

Coherence

Correspondence  

CAUTION 
THEORIES OF

TRUTH
WARNING!

Correspondence  Truth is correspondence to reality.

This says that a statement is true in as 
much as it corresponds to reality.

Thus, the statement “It is raining …”
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'It is raining'
would be a true 

statement if it is in 
fact raining 
in reality.

'It is raining'
would be a false 

statement if it is in 
fact not raining 

in reality.
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"For you shall go out with joy, 
and be led out with peace ... and 

all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands." 

Isaiah 55:12 
clap their hands

trees of the field shall 

"The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, And the moon into blood, 
Before the coming of the great and 

awesome day of the LORD."  
Joel 2:31 

moon into blood
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Ways a Proposition Can 
Correspond to Reality 
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Some Historical 
Perspectives on the 
Debate on Biblical 

Inerrancy

Inerrancy and 
Church History
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Peter A. Lillback Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.

Spurgeon and the 
Downgrade 
Controversy
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

J. Gresham 
Machen and 
Princeton 
Liberalism
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J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

Post WWII 
Evangelical 
Controversy
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Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)

Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)
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The International 
Council on 

Biblical Inerrancy
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CAUTION 
THEORIES OF

TRUTH
WARNING!

Functional
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CAUTION 
THEORIES OF

TRUTH
WARNING!

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it fulfills its function or 
intended purpose.

 It is sometimes known as the 
intentional theory of truth.Functional

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim
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"For early Christian 
teachers, Scripture was 
wholly authoritative as a 

means of bringing 
people to salvation … 
interpretation of the 

Bible was influenced by 
the understanding of its 

saving purpose.”
[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority 
and Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

"The foundation of the doctrine 
of Scripture in the early church 

needs to be recovered. For early 
Christian teachers, Scripture 
was wholly authoritative as a 
means of bringing people to 

salvation and guiding them in the 
life of faith. … The interpretation 
of the Bible was influenced by 

the understanding of its 
saving purpose.  

Notice how Rogers and McKim 
describe the nature of biblical 
authority in functional terms.

For them, biblical authority 
resides in the Bible as a 
"means" and in terms of 

its "purpose."

They denigrate any 
characterization of biblical 

authority in terms of the Bible 
telling the truth as 

correspondence to reality.

means

purpose
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 Two Problems 
1. How confident can one be in deciding 

which facts are essential to that end or 
purpose? 
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John D. Woodbridge

John D. Woodbridge

"Although Rogers and 
McKim's volume bears the 

title The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: 
An Historical Approach, we 
discovered that their real 

interests were actually 
quite narrow and 

apologetic.  
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John D. Woodbridge

"They wanted to baptize as 
staunchly evangelical the 

hypothesis that the Bible is 
infallible for matters of 
faith and practice but 
subject to 'technical 
mistakes' in science, 

history, and the like. …  

John D. Woodbridge

"The authors' description 
of the Bible creates for 
them the same kind of 

dilemma that neoorthodox
scholars before them 
faced, namely, how to 

distinguish the infallible 
'central saving message' 
from the errant 'difficult 
surrounding material.' 
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John D. Woodbridge

"This is a critical problem 
because Christianity is 

grounded in human 
history. Salvation truths 
are planted in the soil of 

the Bible's historical 
discourse about things 

that happened."
[John D. Woodbridge, Biblical Authority: A Critique of the Rogers / 
McKim Proposal (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), 153, 154] 

 Two Problems 
1. How confident can one be in deciding 

which facts are essential to that end or 
purpose? 

2. What implications do the admission of 
one error in the Bible have for the 
doctrines of inspiration and inerrancy?
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Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

"Scripture was not used 
as a sourcebook for 

science. Early 
theologians accepted 
God's accommodated 

style of communication. 
God, like a good father or 

mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of 

children in order to 
relate to them."

[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority 
and Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

"Scripture was not used as a 
sourcebook for science. Early 
theologians accepted God's 

accommodated style of 
communication. God, like a good 

father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children 

in order to relate to them."
[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New York: Harper & 
Row, 1979), 458-459]

Notice the strawman fallacy 
in Rogers and McKim saying 

that “that the Bible is a 
sourcebook for science.” 

To my knowledge, no party to 
this discussion is claiming 

that the Bible is a sourcebook 
for science in saying that the 
Bible is inerrant in all that it 

affirms, including statements 
it makes about nature.
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"Scripture was not used as a 
sourcebook for science. Early 
theologians accepted God's 

accommodated style of 
communication. God, like a good 

father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children 

in order to relate to them."
[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New York: Harper & 
Row, 1979), 458-459]

One should note also that 
their use of the expression 

'accommodated style' 
includes the claim that some 
of God's "communication" 

includes factual errors.

accommodated style 

Recent Evangelical 
Controversy
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Peter Enns

G. K. Beale
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Current 
Evangelical 

Controversies:
Postmodernism

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists. 

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists. 
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists.

If what Grenz says is true, 
then his own statement itself 

does not come from an 
observer who stands 
"outside the historical 
process" and, thus, the 
statement is not itself 

"neutral knowledge" coming 
from an "unconditioned 

specialist.'
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If what Grenz says is true, 
then his own statement itself 

does not come from an 
observer who stands 
"outside the historical 
process" and, thus, the 
statement is not itself 

"neutral knowledge" coming 
from an "unconditioned 

specialist.'

Since this is the case, why 
should we believe that it is 

objectively true?

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"On the contrary, we are 
participants in our 

historical and cultural 
context, and all our 

intellectual endeavors are 
unavoidably conditioned 

by that participation."
[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"On the contrary, we are 
participants in our 

historical and cultural 
context, and all our 

intellectual endeavors are 
unavoidably conditioned 

by that participation."
[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]
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If "all our intellectual 
endeavors" are 

"unavoidably conditioned" 
then Grenz's own statement 

is itself "unavoidably 
conditioned."

If "all our intellectual 
endeavors" are 

"unavoidably conditioned" 
then Grenz's own statement 

is itself "unavoidably 
conditioned."

But if his statement is 
"unavoidably conditioned," 
they why should we take it 

as objectively true?
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Current 
Evangelical 

Controversies:
Ancient Biography

The widespread consensus 
among contemporary New 

Testament scholars is that the 
New Testament Gospels are of 

the genre of Greco-Roman 
Biography.
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One important characteristic of 
Greco-Roman Biography is how 
it allowed (if not expected) the 

biographer to be somewhat 
loose with the facts.
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Mike Licona

Mike Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. LiconaLenny Esposito

“In both of my debates with Bart Ehrman, he raised 
contradictions in the Gospels as a major reason 

for rejecting their general historical 
reliability. … If Jesus rose from 
the dead Christianity is still true 
even if it turned out that some 

things in the Bible weren’t.”

Michael R. LiconaLenny Esposito

“You may lose some form of biblical inerrancy if there 
are contradictions in the Gospels but you still have the 

truth of Christianity if Jesus rose from 
the dead. And I think that’s the 

most important point we 
can make.”
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I agree with Mike that if Jesus 
rose from the dead, then 

Christianity is still true even 
if it turned out that some 

things in the Bible weren't.

But the question is not 
whether Christianity is still 

true even if some of the 
things in the Bible are not. 

Instead, the questions are:
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In his book Jesus 
Contradicted, Mike 

explains his 
definitions of both 

‘inerrancy’ and 
‘inspiration.’ 
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. LiconaMichael R. Licona



10/9/2026 2:49 AM

53

Michael R. LiconaMichael R. Licona

"Would it be possible for God 
to ensure that certain 

messages He regarded as 
having great importance were 
preserved accurately while He 
allowed … a deliberate altering 
of data for theological reasons 

resulting in a portrayal of 
events in ways not reflective of 
what we would have seen had 

we been there?"
[Mike Licona, "On Chicago's Muddy Waters," 
https://www.risenjesus.com/post/chicagos-muddy-waters, accessed 
10/08/26]
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“Ancient biographers did vary in the 
amount of liberty that they would take 

when writing biographies. They 
certainly took liberties at times. And 
that’s why you do have some of the 

discrepancies like the day Jesus was 
crucified. I think that John probably 

altered the day … in order to make a 
theological point there. But that doesn’t 

mean that Jesus wasn’t crucified.”

"It would be nonsense to affirm real 
contradictions in the Bible and then 

to affirm inerrancy."

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary
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"Even Dr. Licona concedes that we 'may lose 
some form of biblical inerrancy if there are 

contradictions in the Gospels,' what you lose 
is inerrancy itself. ... An actual 

contradiction is an error."
[quoted in Erin Roach, “HBU’s Licona addresses Bible’s ‘contradictions,’” https://www.baptistpress.com
/resource-library/news/hbus-licona-addresses-bibles-contradictions/, accessed 06/21/26] 

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary

1. The Bible is the Word of God.

2. God cannot err.

3. Therefore, the Bible cannot err.
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If the Bible errs, then either:

 there is some sense in which 
it is not the Word of God, or

 there is some sense in which 
God can err.

 Conclusion 
Allowing for the possibility that there are 
conflicting or contradictory statements in 

the Bible as the Functional Theory of Truth, 
Postmodernism, and Greco-Roman 

Biography do, is incompatible with a sound 
understanding the doctrines of 

Inspiration and Inerrancy.
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