
1

What About Those Who Have 
Never Heard the Gospel?

Richard G. Howe, PhD
Provost

Norman L. Geisler Professor of Philosophy and Apologetics, 
Southern Evangelical Seminary

Past President, International Society of Christian Apologetics

Some Initial 
Comments



2

Offering an objection to a 
position is called offering a 

"defeater." 

Offering an objection specifically 
against an argument FOR a 

position (without necessarily 
showing that the position is 

false) is called an "undercutting 
defeater."
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Offering an objection specifically 
against the position directly is 
called a "rebutting defeater."

The response in countering the 
defeater is called a 
"defeater defeater."
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Note, however, that defeating a 
defeater does not prove the 

original position 
is true.

This would just show that, if the 
original position is false, it 

would be for reasons other than 
the defeater.



5

Suppose someone claimed that 
the New Testament was 

unreliable history because it 
wasn't written until 1611.

You could defeat this defeater by 
demonstrating that the New 
Testament was written long 

before 1611.
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Does your demonstration show 
that, therefore, the New 

Testament is reliable history?

No. It only shows that, if the New 
Testament was unreliable 

history, it would be for reasons 
other than the claim that it was 

written in 1611.
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One defeater offered against 
evangelical Christianity is the 
challenge of accounting for 
those who have never heard 

the Gospel.

So, for our 
purposes here ...



8

Part of defending the truth of 
this evangelical position 

requires showing that the 
position is internally consistent 
(i.e., showing that the position is 

not internally inconsistent). 

Note, however, showing that this 
evangelical position is internally 

consistent is not the same as 
showing that the position is true.
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Instead, this shows that this 
particular objection does not 

prevail against this evangelical 
position.

Some Background 
Doctrines 



10

What Is the 
Gospel?

Eternal life has always been 
by God's grace through faith.
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"And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to 
fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of 
his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place." 

Genesis 2:21  

Because of our sin, we need 
the sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus for our salvation.
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Jesus said to him, I 
am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the 
Father except 
through Me.

John 14:6

To Him all the 
prophets witness that, 
through His name, 
whoever believes in 
Him will receive 
remission of sins. 

               Acts 10:43  
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For He made Him 
who knew no sin 
to be sin for us, 

that we might become the 
righteousness of God in 

Him.
           2 Corinthians 5:21 

Therefore let it be known to you, 
brethren, that through this Man 

is preached to you 
the forgiveness of sins; 

and by Him everyone who 
believes is justified from all 

things from which you could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.

               Acts 13:38-39 
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For by grace you have 
been saved through 

faith, and that 
not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, 
not of works, 

lest anyone should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 

Now to him who works, the
wages are not counted as
grace but as debt. But to

him who does not work but
believes on Him who

justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for

righteousness,
               Romans 4:4-5
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”Then He brought him outside 
and said, ’Look now toward 

heaven, and count the stars if you 
are able to number them.’ And 
He said to him, ’So shall your 

descendants be.’ And he believed 
in the LORD, and He accounted 

it to him for righteousness.” 
Genesis 15:5-6

The Theological 
Doctrines of 
General and 

Special Revelation 
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What Is the 
Doctrine of 
Revelation?
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Revelation is God making 
known to mankind His divine 
person and divine truths that 

would otherwise be unknown. It 
means "to unveil."

How Do Revelation 
and Inspiration 

Differ? 
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God transferring to mankind 
His divine Person and 

divine truths through human 
agency into written 

language form for mankind 
to understand

InspirationRevelation
God making known to 

mankind His divine 
Person and divine truths 

that would otherwise 
be unknown

Giving of the truth Recording of the truth

What Is 
General 

Revelation?
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General Revelation is God 
making known to mankind 
through His creation His 

existence, attributes, 
and goodness.

What Does General 
Revelation Tell Us 

About God?
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General Revelation is God 
making known to mankind 
through His creation His 

existence, attributes, 
and goodness.

through His creation 

By observing the wonders of 
God's creation, people have 
been able to come to a basic 

and relatively sound 
understanding of God's 
existence and attributes.
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But as more toxic philosophical 
voices have fogged the conversation 

throughout history, the need has 
arisen to appeal to deeper issues in 
philosophy to demonstrate God's 

existence and attributes "through the 
things that are made" (Rom. 1:20).

The application of sound reason in 
understanding God's revelation of 

Himself through creation gives rise to 
Natural Theology.
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What Is 
Natural Theology?

The truths knowable by sound 
reason through General 

Revelation constitute what is 
known as Natural Theology.
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Natural theology is that body of 
knowledge about God's existence 
and nature that can be acquired 
by natural human reason as it 
attends itself to the sensible 

world (i.e., things encountered by 
the senses) around us. 

What Does Natural 
Theology Tell Us 

About God?
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Since Natural theology is a 
human effort, it should not 

be surprising that Christians 
might disagree as to the 

exact nature and content of 
Natural Theology. 

1. God's existence, deity, and power
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For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes 

are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that 
are made, even His eternal 

power and Godhead … 
Rom. 1:20a  

1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God's goodness
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For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are 
a law to themselves, who show 

the work of the law written 
in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a  

"... We also are men with the same nature 
as you, and preach to you that you should 
turn from these useless things to the living 
God, who made the heaven, the earth, the 
sea, and all things that are in them, who in 
bygone generations allowed all nations to 
walk in their own ways. Nevertheless He 
did not leave Himself without witness, in 

that He did good, gave us rain from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 

food and gladness."
Act 14:15-17 
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1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God's goodness

3. God's providence

"He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and vegetation for the service of man, that 

he may bring forth food from the earth, {15} 
and wine that makes glad the heart of man, 
oil to make his face shine, and bread which 

strengthens man's heart. 
Psalm 104:14-15
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1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God's goodness

3. God's providence

4. God's sustaining power

 Colossians 1:16-17 
"For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He 

is before all things, and in Him all things consist."
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1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God's goodness

3. God's providence

4. God's sustaining power

5. God's glory and handiwork

The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and 
the firmament shows 

His handiwork.  
Psalm 19:1   
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1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God's goodness

3. God's providence

4. God's sustaining power

5. God's glory and handiwork

6. God's righteousness and glory

The heavens declare 
His righteousness, 
and all the peoples 

see His glory. 
Psalm 97:6   
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What Is the State 
of Natural Theology 

Today?

Natural Theology has been 
widely embraced and 

celebrated in Christianity 
since the Church Fathers.
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This celebration has 
continued in both Catholicism 
and Protestantism until today.

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Albert the Great
(1206-1280).

William of Auvergne 
(1190-1249)

Alexander of Hales 
(1170 (80?)-1245)

Phillip the Chancellor
(1160-1236)

Peter Lombard 
(1100-1160)

Anselm 
(1033-1109)

Boethius 
(480-524)

Pseudo-Dionysius 
(5th - 6th century)

Augustine
(354-430)

Clement of Alexandria
(150-215)
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Norman L. 
Geisler

(1932-2019)  

Louis Berkhof
(1873-1957)

Louis Sperry 
Chaffer

(1871-1952)

Geerhardus 
Vos

(1862-1949)

Herman 
Bavinck

(1854-1921)

B. B. Warfield
(1851-1921)

James Petigru 
Boyce 

(1827-1888) 

Robert Lewis 
Dabney

(1820-1898)

William G. T. Shedd
(1820-1894)

Charles Hodge
(1797-1878)

John Gill
(1679-1771)

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)

Francis Turretin
(1623-1687)

John Owen 
(1616-1683)

Jacobus Arminius
(1560-1609)

However, it is coming under 
increasingly stark criticism in 

certain contemporary 
evangelical circles.
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This criticism is especially 
directed at the thinking of 

Thomas Aquinas.
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Jeffrey D. Johnson

Joel Settecase Khaldoun Sweis Jeffrey Johnson

Jeffrey D. Johnson

Joel Settecase Khaldoun Sweis Jeffrey Johnson
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Evangelical Philosophical Society
Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel

Nov. 15-17, 2022

"Saving Natural Theology 
from Jeffrey Johnson"

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

Tues. Nov. 15, 2022 @ 4:30 PM 
Evangelical Philosophical Society B2

Tower Building - Mezzanine Level Gold
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Forthcoming in the 
Christian Apologetics Journal

"Saving Natural Theology 
from Jeffrey Johnson"

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
Provost | Professor of Philosophy and Apologetics

Southern Evangelical Seminary
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What Is 
Special Revelation?

Special Revelation is God 
making known to mankind 

through His prophets, 
apostles, and His Son His 

nature and will that could not 
necessarily be known through 

General Revelation
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"... knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is 

of any private interpretation, 
for prophecy never came 

by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as 
they were moved by 

the Holy Spirit." 
2 Peter 1:20-21  

All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in 
righteousness, that the 

man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 
work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  
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All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in 
righteousness, that the 

man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 
work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

theopneustos
(qeovpneustoV) = God breathed

theos (qeovV) = God

pneō, pneuma (pnevw, 
pneu:ma) = I breathe, breath, 
spirit, Spirit  

All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in 
righteousness, that the 

man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 
work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

RIGHTEOUSNESS

SIN 

instruction in 
righteousness

correction
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All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in 
righteousness, that the 

man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 
work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

RIGHTEOUSNESS

SIN 

that the 
man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good 

work

Pre-evangelism 
for the lost
1 Peter 3:15

Apologetics  
Systematic Theology  

Biblical Theology
Sound reason's attendance to Scripture  

Natural Theology
Sound reason's attendance to creation

Special Revelation
God's revelation through His prophets, apostles and the Lord Jesus 

of His existence, attributes, will, and gospel.
John 14:25-26; 16:12-13; 2 Tim. 3:16 

General Revelation
God's revelation through creation of His existence and attributes.

Rom. 1:20; Rom. 2:14-15; Acts 14:17; 
Ps. 104:14-15; Col. 1:16-17; Ps. 19:1; Ps. 97:6 

God
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Strengthening of 
the saved

Acts 18:24-28

Pre-evangelism 
for the lost
1 Peter 3:15

Apologetics  
Systematic Theology  

Biblical Theology
Sound reason's attendance to Scripture  

Natural Theology
Sound reason's attendance to creation

Special Revelation
God's revelation through His prophets, apostles and the Lord Jesus 

of His existence, attributes, will, and gospel.
John 14:25-26; 16:12-13; 2 Tim. 3:16 

General Revelation
God's revelation through creation of His existence and attributes.

Rom. 1:20; Rom. 2:14-15; Acts 14:17; 
Ps. 104:14-15; Col. 1:16-17; Ps. 19:1; Ps. 97:6 

God
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Is Jesus the 
Only Way? 
Some Non-biblical Options
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 Universalism 
Everyone is ultimately saved regardless 

of what they believe. 

Universalists reject the notion of eternal 
damnation—even those who may not 

hold to any notion of eternal life.

The Universalist side of our tradition broke 
with mainstream Christianity by rejecting 

the idea of eternal damnation.
http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/life-death, accessed 10/28/21  
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"In my view, the cosmic 
optimism of the great 

traditions—their proclamation 
that a limitlessly better 

existence is available to all 
because it is rooted in the 

ultimate structure of reality—
strongly suggests that all will 
in the end, perhaps after many 
lives in many worlds, attain to 

[universal salvation]."
["A Pluralistic View," in Dennis L. Okholm and Timothy R. Phillips, eds. 
Four Views on Salvation in a Pluralistic World (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1996), 45]  

John Hick
1922 - 2012
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 Inclusivism 
Christ saves not only those who 

consciously believe the gospel, but 
also all who never heard the gospel 
but fulfilled other requirements (e.g., 

responded to what they knew)  
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"Inclusivism believes that, 
because God is present in the 
whole world ..., God's grace is 

also at work in some way among 
all people, possibly even in the 

sphere of religious life ... It 
entertains the possibility that 
religion may play a role in the 
salvation of the human race, a 

role preparatory to the gospel of 
Christ, in whom alone fullness of 

salvation is found."
["An Inclusivist View," in Dennis L. Okholm and Timothy R. Phillips, eds. 
Four Views on Salvation in a Pluralistic World (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1996), 98]  

Clark Pinnock
1937 - 2010
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Second Vatican Council 
of the Catholic Church

"Those who, through no fault of their own, do not 
know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who 
nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, 
moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will 

as they know it through the dictates of their 
conscience—those too may achieve 

eternal salvation."
[Lumen gentium II, 16, §128 (http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-
gentium_en.html, accessed 09/25/22) as cited in Catechism of the Catholic Church (Washington: United States Catholic Conference-
Librerie Editrice Vaticana, 1964), §847, p. 224]  

 Pluralism 
All religions can lead to God. Salvation is 

not necessarily based on Jesus Christ. For 
some, Pluralism is distinguished from 

Universalism in that Pluralism says that any 
religion can save but not necessarily all will 

be actually saved.  
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Marcus Borg
1942 - 2015

"[Religions] all affirm a way, 
a path; and the paths are all 
recognizable variants of the 
same path, the same way. ... 

The Way of the cross, the 
way of Lao Tzu, the way of 

the Buddha, the way of 
Islam, and the way of 

Judaism all speak of the 
same path: the path of dying 
to an old identity and way of 
being and being born into a 

new identity and way of 
being. All refer to the same 
transformation of the self."

[The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of 
Faith (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2003), 216 ] 

Marcus Borg
1942 - 2015
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Is Jesus the 
Only Way? 
An Evangelical Proposal

 Exclusivism 
Also called Particularism, Exclusivism says 

that Christ saves only those who 
consciously believe the gospel that are 

mentally capable. Thus, all those who die 
without hearing the gospel (and thus 

without believing the gospel) 
are condemned.   
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The Case for 
Exclusivism

Jesus taught that He 
was the only way. 
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"I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
except through Me."

The apostles taught that 
Jesus was the only way. 
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"Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved."

Acts 4:12

One has eternal life by 
believing on Jesus. 
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"For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.

John 3:16 

All those who do not 
believe are condemned. 
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"He who believes in the Son 
has everlasting life; and he 

who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath 

of God abides on him."
John 3:36 

One can believe the 
gospel only by hearing 

the gospel. 
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"For 'Whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.' How then shall 
they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? 

And how shall they 
believe in Him of whom 

they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear 

without a preacher?"

Romans 10:13-14  

What About Those 
Who Have Never 

Heard? 
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Earl Dwight Radmacher
(1931-2014)
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The Acts 
Argument

The Acts Argument
Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26-40

a descendent of Ham

Saul, Acts 9:1-18
a descendent of Shem

Cornelius, Acts 10
a descendent of Japheth
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The Ethiopian Eunuch

 Act 8:26-40 
Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, 

"Arise and go toward the south along the road 
which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is 
desert. {27} So he arose and went. And behold, a 
man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 

Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had 
charge of all her treasury, and had come to 

Jerusalem to worship, {28} was returning. And 
sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the 
prophet. {29} Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go 

near and overtake this chariot." {30} So Philip ran 
to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, 

and said, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" {31} And he said, "How can I, unless 
someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to 

come up and sit with him. 
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 Act 8:26-40 
{32} The place in the Scripture which he read was 

this: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE 
SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS 

SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS 
MOUTH. {33} IN HIS HUMILIATION HIS JUSTICE 
WAS TAKEN AWAY, AND WHO WILL DECLARE 

HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS TAKEN 
FROM THE EARTH." {34} So the eunuch 

answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom 
does the prophet say this, of himself or of some 
other man?" {35} Then Philip opened his mouth, 

and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 
him. {36} Now as they went down the road, they 
came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, 

here is water. What hinders me from being 
baptized?" 

 Act 8:26-40 
{37} Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your 
heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I 

believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." {38} 
So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water, and he baptized him. {39} Now when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no 
more; and he went on his way rejoicing. {40} But 
Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, 

he preached in all the cities till he came 
to Caesarea.  
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Saul of Tarsus 

 Acts 9:1-18 

Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest {2} and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, 
so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might 

bring them bound to Jerusalem. {3} As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and 
suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. {4}  Then he fell to the ground, and 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" {5} And he 

said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." {6} So he, trembling and 
astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him, 

"Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." {7} And the men 
who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. {8} 

Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. 
But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. {9} And he was three 

days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
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 Acts 9:1-18 

{10} Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the 
Lord said in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." {11} So the Lord 
said to him, "Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of 
Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. {12} And in a vision 
he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that 
he might receive his sight." {13} Then Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 
{14} And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your 

name." {15} But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear 
My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. {16} For I will show him 
how many things he must suffer for My name's sake." {17} And Ananias went his 

way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you 

may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." {18} Immediately there fell 
from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he 

arose and was baptized. 

Cornelius
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 Acts 10:1-48 

{1} There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was 
called the Italian Regiment, {2} a devout man and one who feared God with all his 

household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. {3} 
About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in 
and saying to him, "Cornelius!" {4} And when he observed him, he was afraid, and 
said, "What is it, lord?" So he said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have come 

up for a memorial before God. {5} Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon 
whose surname is Peter. {6} He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the sea. He will tell you what you must do." {7} And when the angel who spoke to 
him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout 
soldier from among those who waited on him continually. {8} So when he had 

explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. {9} The next day, as they 
went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to 

pray, about the sixth hour. {10} Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; 
but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 

 Acts 10:1-48 

{11} and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four 
corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. {12} In it were all kinds of 

four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 
{13} And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." {14} But Peter said, "Not 
so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean." {15} And a voice 
spoke to him again the second time, "What God has cleansed you must not call 

common." {16} This was done three times. And the object was taken up into 
heaven again. {17} Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which 
he had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made 

inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate. {18} And they called and 
asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. {19} While 

Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are 
seeking you. {20} Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I 
have sent them." {21} Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him 

from Cornelius, and said, "Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason 
have you come?" 
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 Acts 10:1-48 

{22} And they said, "Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and 
has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by 
a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you." {23} Then 
he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day Peter went away with them, 
and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him. {24} And the following day they 
entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together 

his relatives and close friends. {25} As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and 
fell down at his feet and worshiped him. {26} But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand 
up; I myself am also a man." {27} And as he talked with him, he went in and found 
many who had come together. {28} Then he said to them, "You know how unlawful 
it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God 
has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. {29} Therefore I 
came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have 

you sent for me?" {30} So Cornelius said, "Four days ago I was fasting until this 
hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before 

me in bright clothing, 

 Acts 10:1-48 

{31} and said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are 
remembered in the sight of God. {32} Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, 
whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. 
When he comes, he will speak to you.' {33} So I sent to you immediately, and you 
have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all 
the things commanded you by God." {34} Then Peter opened his mouth and said: 
"In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. {35} But in every nation whoever 
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. {36} The word which God 
sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of 

all— {37} that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: {38} how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. {39} And 

we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. {40} Him God raised up on the 

third day, and showed Him openly, 
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{41} not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who 
ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. {42} And He commanded us 
to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be 
Judge of the living and the dead. {43} To Him all the prophets witness that, through 
His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins." {44} While Peter 

was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the 
word. {45} And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many 
as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 

Gentiles also. {46} For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then 
Peter answered, {47} "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" {48} And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

God the Father has revealed 
Himself TO all people 

throughout all time and places 
without exception through the 

things He has made. 
(Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1 & 2; Acts 14:17) 

TO 
God the Father has revealed 

Himself  all people 
throughout all time and places 
without exception through the 

things He has made. 
(Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1 & 2; Acts 14:17) 
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Whoever responds in faith to 
God's revelation of Himself 

through creation, God will get 
the Gospel message to him and 

he will believe. 

Whoever responds in faith to 
God's revelation of Himself 

through creation, God will get 
the Gospel message to him and 

he will believe. 
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Acceptance is necessary and 
sufficient for eternal life

Acceptance is necessary but not 
sufficient for eternal life

Sufficient to save if acceptedSufficient to condemn if rejected

Some accept, some rejectSome accept, some reject

Not all people have itAll people have it

Given FOR all peopleGiven TO all people

Reveals God's gospel and willReveals God's existence and attributes

Given through Prophets and Apostles
(read by their writings, a.k.a., the Scriptures)

Given through creation
(known through simple apprehension of the sensible world) 

Special Revelation General Revelation 
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Charles C. Ryrie
(1925-2016)

Charles C. Ryrie
(1925-2016)

Charles C. Ryrie
(1925-2016)

Charles C. Ryrie
(1925-2016)

"The basis of salvation 
in every age is the 
death of Christ; the 

requirement for 
salvation in every age 
is faith; the object of 
faith in every age is 
God; the content of 
faith changes in the 

various 
dispensations."

[Charles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Today 
(Chicago: Moody, 1965), 123]
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How do We Know 
Whether this 

Position Is True? 


