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Defeaters and

Defeater Defeaters
» ~

Offering an objection to a
positionjis called offering’a
» o
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-

The response in countering the
defeater is called a

Noteghowever, that defeating a
defeaterdoes not prove the
original position

is truch® "
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This would, just show. that; if the
originaljposition is false, it
wouldibe for reasonsjother than
the defeat'e‘r.

Suppose someone claimed that
the New Testament was
unreliable hlstory because it
», wasn't written untll 1.6i11.
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You could defeat'this defeater by
demonstrating that the New.
Testament was wrltten long

beforeX 6ﬂ1

Doesyyour,demonstration show
that, therefore, the New:
Testament is reliablelhistory?
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No. It enly shows that, if'the New
Testament was unreliable
histony, it would be fornreasons
‘ other'than the clam‘1‘that it was
written,in, 1611: ’ N

"3

-

Oneldefeater offered against
evangelical Christianity is the
challenge of accountlng for.
», those who have n‘eﬁ/er heard
. the, Gospel. i .

"3




7/16/2026 10:18 PM

-

*So, for our

purposes here...:
. -

Part gf defending the truth of
this evangelical position
requires showing that the
position is internallyficonsistent
(i.e., showing that the position is
not'internally inconsf-’stent).!:
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Note, however, showing that this
evangelical position is internally
consistent is not the same as
showing that the poglji‘ion IIS true.

-~

Instead this shows that this

partlcular objection does not
prevail' against this evangelical
position'g
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S ha“enges omc

Often the expression
religious pluralism' is
nothmg more than the
B observation tha ftherelare

L many religions:inithe;world: .

7
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)

Theypresence of so many
religionstin the world poses

a number of challenges to
B the Evangelicall(i¥e', biblical)

Christian: § . ¥

(1)

CAPE TOWN

(1) (1)

CAPE TOWN CAPE TOWN

(1)

CAPE TOWN

10



Could it.be that all

religionsihasically
lead tojthefsame

de.sjing;ion?
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AreNetAll
Religions the

Same at the Core?

‘ 5 A — " ;
HINDUISM §BUDDHISM >

12
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If it is the case that only
Christianity is truejare the
followers of those other
religions eternally lost?

14
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chance toshear =
the Gespel’?~
e

Could itibe that all}

religionsibasically § Ar_e {V@"t‘A”
leadito the]same ' Religions the

destlnrhon’? Same at the Core?

-
i '~'-:~£,“-

L LEL about th!a‘se who. -~
% sincerély fel@a false
i rellglon andﬂer had’a
' chance tofhear—"

= thie Gospel'? »

If it is the case that only

o mg differer;;..clalms, Christianity is true;-are the
moWkeanktive Christlan followers of those other
mamtaln thatienly religions eternally'lost?

Chiistianitylisitrue?
PINDUIS e _‘,oo—u

ey
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~ Some ﬂon b/b//ca/ !0,@7‘/0/)3 e Q

©o yniversalism o

Everyone isitltimately saved regardless
of what they believe:

v

Universalists reject the qpt:on (0) /eternal
damnation—even those whg may:not :
hold to any notion"of eternal life%

16
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{7 4 UNITARIAN
w UNIVERSALIST

F E JUR FAITH > BELIEFS & PRINCIPLES > LIFE AND DEATH

[

The Universalist side of our traditionibroke

with' mainstream Christidnity by.rejecting
the idea of eternal damnation.

http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/life-death, accessed 02/07/25

BELIEFS ABOUT LIFE AND DEATH IN UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM

% MERCY ON ALL

What Is Christian
Universalism? Well, Here's
What It Isn’t

[locT 26, 2019 | [TiM HALL | [APOLOGETICS

Introduction

When | tell someone | am a Universalist, I'm usually met either with stunned incredulity or an accusation of some

17
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"Universal salvation does not.deny.the fact of

W future'punishment or penalty—it denies!that the
penalty shall be an'everlasting and,pointless
i’j‘fferlng |n WhICh evil'and sm have free

eaven
pumsh ﬂ@ C) ES & m@@m@ @ﬁ dlvme
.plo etiibutionfodhiimans

Vengeancens

[ttpswwwAimeieyenallforg/pesisiwiatissehiistianstniveisalisms 020125

—FOUR VIEWS —

IN A

PLURALINTIC

Jobn Hick
Clark H. Pinnock
Alister E. McGrath
R. Douglas Geivett
W. Gary Phillips

Dennis L. Okholm | : / :
Timothy R. Phillips ‘ Y G )

General Editors

Previously titled More Than One Way? : , i': J Oh n Hli Ck
s : .:;:“.-‘ -‘ & 922-2_{%
» COUNTERPOINTS A WU — .

18
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~ IPORNG " woue THE BOOK OF
¥ W MINSTEY { X

REVELATION < DIVINE PROVIDENCE 2% 001D st o

: . SHOW THEM NO )

CREATION
n EVOLITIO = EASTERN ORTHODO
AND EVANGELICALI '[“1'::‘;‘;;25*5’}{"“3{:“ EVALUATING The CHU

e BAPTISM "= xpgy ogETICS

o~ W
x ,\ ‘\’t!
-~

I

- A

CONTRIBUTORS

John Hick

Clark H. Pinnock
Alister E. McGrath
R. Douglas Geivett
W. Gary Phillips

i SALVATION IN A

4" PLURALISTIC WORLD

Stanley N. Gundry, series editor
Dennis L. Okholm, general editor
Timothy R. Phillips, general editor

o0 /"
i COUNTERPOINTS
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z/n] my view: ﬂfi@
optlmlsm

existence.is available,to.all

because'it'is rooted'in"the
ultimate structure of reality—
strongly suggests that all will
in the end, perhaps after many
lives in many worlds; attain to .
[universal salvation]."” (e e a _

['A Pluralistic Vrevsf |ge _I_U’Okhol andaTimothyaRaPhillios. eds. John H!iCk '

isticlorlel(Crand! Rapids: it ahis .W_‘
_ il (1922}2@1%

I\
Y

B

O Inclusivism =<

Chrlst saves not only those who
consc:ously believe the,gospel, but
also allflwho never heaﬁl the .gospel

’ but fulfilled other requ'lrrements (e.g:

responded to what the}g kne y)

20



CONTRIBUTORS

John Hick

Clark H. Pinnock
Alister E. McGrath
R. Douglas Geivett
W. Gary Phillips

SlVATION INA

PlURAlISTICWORlD

WH

Stanley N. Gundry, series editor
Dennis L. Okholm, general editor
Timothy R. Phillips, general editor

L couniervoins

all people possibly even in the
sphere ofireligioustlife!:.; It

entertains the possibility that
religion may. play a role in the
salvation of: the human race, a

role preparatory to the gospel of

Christ, in whom alone'fullness of

salvation is found.”

["An InclusivistgViewssiniPennisyla@kholmyandglimothyaRyRhillips, eds.
Four Viewston) lin & (Pluelsic (Grand Rapids:
ZonderVanlio96)
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Clark Pln‘nock

(19372 ‘@ﬂl@m
="

Clark Pirgnock

(1 937!24,3'11@%
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T

of Celipelic Ghumreh

“Those'whosthrough no fatilifeofdtheir own, do not
know thelGospel of Christ @g@hisi€hurch, but who
nevertheless¥seek God with'a sincere heart;, and,
moved by grace; try in'theiractions todo his will
as they know: it'through the dictates of their
conscience—those too may achieve
eternal salvation.*

[Lumen gentium I, 16, §128{(http://www.vaticantva/atchive/hist. counells/ii_vatican. council/documents/vat-lifconst 1964 11217 lumen-
gentium_en.html, accessed 02/07/25) as citediin Catechism of the Catholic Churchi(Washington: United States Catholic Conference-

Librerie Editrice Vaticana, 1964), §847, p. 224]
-_—

22
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9.» Pluralism =

All'religionsican lead to God. Salvation is
not necessarﬁi/ based on Jesus Christ. For
some} Pluralism is disti@li}ehed from
Universalism in that PluraliSm saysﬁhat any,
religion can save but not necessarily all will

be actually: saved.' ' ( .

The Heart

of Christianity

= — A\Wiarcus Bor
MARCUS |. BORG  .:.942.2015)g

23



same path"the same way
The Way of the cross, the

same path: the path'of dying
to an old identity. and'way: of
being and being born'into a
new identity and way of
being. All refer to the same
transformation of the self."

[The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of
Faith (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2003), 216 ]

“The b|b||cal' “"derstan

Though salvatlon is central‘
to the Blble heaven ES [1{-]

about an aftekli;
speak very: _pe :

no way of decldlng among
these different'ways of
imagining what lies'beyond
death."

[The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of
Faith (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2003), 216 ]
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s Annihilationism <

Conditional Immortality

Not everyone will be saved, but no one
will stuffer eternal damnation in hell.

’Instead all those who die unsa“v’ed will
L be annihilated and will ceaselto exist- ¥

&S 2

T&e Flre That
OHSU_mGS

A Biblical and Historical Study of &
the Doctrme of Final Punishment

g T

IRD EDITION

Edward William Fudge

Foreword by Richard Bauckham

25
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T&e Flre That
Onsume S

A Blbllcal and Historical St d ‘of
i Pun hment

IRD EDITION

Edward William

Foreword by Richard Bauckham

T&e Flre That
ONSUMES

A Biblical and Historical Stud of
the ppctrme of Final Punis

Edward William Fudge

Foreword by Richard Bauckham
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—FOUR VIEWS —

[m

Literal
Jobn E. Walvoord
Metaphorical
{3

William V. Crockel

Purgatorial
Zachary J. Hayes

Conditional
Clark H. Pinnock

William Crockett

General Editor
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§0mefl3achgr*ound
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Whatiis the gospel?

Whatis General Revelation?

/

.’ What is Special Revc-ilation 2 h

28



Eternal'life has always been
by God'sigrace through faith.

-
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 fell o on,, [h)@ slept amd He

his b, d up ’%’min n@ J, &

Becatise,of our sin, we need
theisacrifice of the Lord
Jesus for our sg_lvatign.

30



Jesus said to him, )
~ am the way, the |

one comes to the
Father except
through We.

John il

" o Him all the |
 prophets witness that, |
through His name,
whoever believes in
Him will receive
remission of sins.

Acts 10:43

7/16/2026 10:18 PM

31



For He made Him
who knew no sin
to be sin for us,
that we might become the
righteousness of God in

Him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 |

brethren, that through this Wan
is preached to you

the forgiveness of sins;
and by Him everyone who
believes is justified from all

[ things from which you could not |
| be justified by the law of Woses. |
Acts 13:38-39 |

7/16/2026 10:18 PM
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"For by grace you have
been saved through
faith, and that
not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God,

! not of works,
| lest anyone should boast. |

Ephesians 2:8-9 |

How to him who works, the
wages are not counted as
grace but as debt. But to
him who does not work but
believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for
righteousness,
Romans 4:4-5 |

7/16/2026 10:18 PM
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r

The doctrme of Revelation is not
a reference to the Book of
Revelation in the Bible.

34
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-

The goctrine of Revelation is
God'making known to mankind
Hisidivine person and:divine
truths that would otheMl’se be
’ unknown. It means “tojunveil.s

e

35
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Revelation Inspiration

Godimakinglkneownitos God. transterring to.mankind
mankindtHiskdivine His divine Person and
Person and divine truiths: divine truths through'human

that'would otherwise agency.into written
be unknewn language form for mankind

to understand
Givingrefithertrith Recording of the truth

-
Tihe Theological

Doctrines of
a General Revelalion
and Special ‘Revelation!

36
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Intro to God's Revelation 6-Week
Curriculum by Dr. Richard Howe

INTROTO GOD'S
D ]: VE LAT I ON What does it mean for God to speak to mankind? In this six-week video study, respected

HOWE, PH.D. — philosopher and apelogist Richard G. Howe teaches Christians the fundamentals of how to
approach and understand their Bible in an age of skepticism. Each session contains a lecture
[ \ ] R( )TO ( 3 ( )| _)' S from Dr. Howe and a short wrap-up with interview contributions from other Christian

REVELATION _ tinkers

Perfect for Sunday school classes, small groups or individual study!

Session 1: General Revelation

Session 2: Special Revelation

Session 3: Inspiration

Session 4: Inerrancy & Canonicity
Session 5: Transmission & Translation
Session 6é: Interpretation & Application

VORKBOOK

General' Revelation Special Revelation

Godimakinglknown God making known
throughiHisicreation through the Scriptures
Hisiexistence, His nature and His will
His nature; His not necessarily.
attributes, and His knowable through
goodness General Revelation

37



All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for

instruction in
righteousness, that the
man of God may be
complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good
work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

7/16/2026 10:18 PM

38



| -
hhe Nature of
General Revelation

,ﬁ )
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1. It is based.on the creation of both
the material (sensible) and
iImmateriall universe.

B

2. It is addressed'torhuman beings
as intelligent creatures.

>’ not.necessarily addressed to
human beings as regenerate

» in'light of the ablllty‘c’o‘"f humans to
have knowledge (which begms in
senses and.is completed in'the
intellect) of the creation (

40



3. It is accessible

»~

7/16/2026 10:18 PM

B

to all men.

>'Noiperson has a more privileged
access tothe creation because of
hisigeography (where heiis).

> Nolperson has a more; privileged
access to the creation becalse ofs
his chronology: (when heJis). .

"3

-
The Apologetic

Value of General
Revelation™

41
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b

General Revelation enables
Christians]to demonstrate the
existence and certain

attributes, ofiGod: /

We can appeal to aspects of
reality that point to'God that
are knowable by any human
byivirtue of bemg human
- (senses and mtellect)

' &

42



7/16/2026 10:18 PM

k
»What |Is

Natural

'y
Theoloqu?®™ « %
9y, y

The truths knowable by sound
reasonithrough General
Revelation constitute whatis
@ known as NaturalfTheology:

e

43
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Natural theology.is that body of

knowledgesabout God's existence

.

]

and nature that can be acquired
by natural human reason as'it

attendsiitself to thgsen,sj'ble

world.(i.e., things encountered.by,

the senses) around us(

f
|

r

.

Since Natural theology is a
human effort, it should not
be surprising that Christians
might disagreefasftoithe

»
exact nature and content ofy

Natural Theolog‘]y. (

44
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a’ru al Thedl'égg |

F@'\.ﬂmm%%ﬂa/‘@‘ﬁﬂ&ﬂ? d? G‘f&iﬁ"ﬁ&, V’ﬂll,el'ﬂ
P, 104214165 Cell. 1216-173 P, 1€F1; [Ps. €76 Jlolhm 1425265 ﬁ]@ﬂ%&@ﬁm&ﬂ@

Biblical Theology.
ason's attendance to Scripture

v 4
Aoelloglss Systematic
4 Theology

45
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|
But sanctify the Lo,lc’; ‘God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks 'you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear

GenerallRevelation @@@@ﬁa[ Rcmﬂaﬁ@m

[Rem, 1205 [Rem. 281415 AS 145175 @F @'f@(@r@, v'ﬂn,erﬂ
RS0241451(54 617 Ps. IeE1; [Pe. 6 ﬁ]@ 1218 2 Tinm. 16

¥

Natural Theology, Biblical Theology.
: m@a Sound reasons attendance to Scripture

l\ v 4
 fpobogeiss I Systematic

46
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& Acts 18#24°

Now a certain Jew named Apollos born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.
.. {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through
grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly,
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

GenerallRevelation @[@@@ﬁa[ Rcvt;ﬂaﬁ@m
R, 15205 R, 2e14=165 A 1417 d? @f&@r@, Wil E‘rﬂ
RS0241451(54 1:16-17; Ps. 1€e1; Pe. €76 1 i]@ 12185 2 i, &ﬂ@

¥

Natural Theology, Biblical Theology
: m@ Sound reasons attendance to Scripture

l )’ ' 4

 fpobogeiss I Systematic
L4 T Theology
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.
LW hai Does Natural

Theology Tellf Us
About'God2F. &
y
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c agégc?gatlon of QZE '

1. God's existence,

P

arejniadeNeyenyHisteternal

power and Godhead ..
" /‘[/ “*Rom} 120a:

b

deity, and power

2. God'sigoodness

49
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o
en GentilesMwho'do¥net
dejmeﬂ WIL’; do the)
thingsginktheYlawgthese,
althotugh noghaving the law;are
allaw to themselies, wih o}show:

1}

the (o1 46T tI} lawAwikitten
theighea

L

'

Rom> 2514 -153a

litg ..

L \Weelalserareimeniwithither'same nature
astyeurandipreach toryeuithatiyoushould
tunnifremitheseluseless thingsitolthelliving
Gadywhelmadetthelheaven;thereanthyithe
searandiallthingsithat arelinithem;wholin
bygene generationsiallowediallfnationsite
Wl el @Win Wele: NEVERIEIESS (G
didinetileaverHimselfwithoutwitness;jin
[ thatleldid gead, gave us rain fremiheaven
i and fruitfullseasons; fillingieUr heartsiwith

’ food and gladness:*
ACH 1451151,

50
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1. God's existence;"deity, and power
2. God'sjgoodness
3" God's providence

55 strengthens man 's‘heart, '
: Psalm 104:14-15

51
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God's existence"deity, and power

God’'sigoodness

God's providence
Godfs sustaining power

& (Colossians 1:16-17 «&

Ui or[zg [Him all tﬁ/hgs were created that are in heaven and that are on
carth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or Ior/halbaﬁt/}:s

or powers. /4// t/:fngs were created t/7r0u5/7 [Him and for [im. payr e
is before afl t/7fng5, and in [Fim all tﬁihgs consist.”




7/16/2026 10:18 PM

& Nehemlah 9:6 <&

i You alone are the LOK D You have made /7(;‘8V617
'7_/7(-: /768 ven of. /mavens with a// f/76//‘/705t’ 7_/7@ carth
ana’ cvcrytﬁmg on /t 7776 seas ana’ alf t/73t /s in t/mm

Ana/ You Prcscrve t/n:m alf 777(-: /705t
i 07[ /mavcn W@rsﬁps You

b

. God's‘existence, deity, and power
. God'sjigoodness
: God's proiidence

. Godsisustaining pow% _,
. God'siglory and handi '.work l

'

53
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_ The heavens declare
the glory of God and
.-_}“7' fﬁthe firmament shows
2 HIS handlwork

Psalm191 T

b

. God's.existence, deity, and power

: God'sjgoodness

. God's proyvidence

. God's; sustaining pow%

. God'siglory and handi wor I

. God's righteousness and gvfrlory S

54
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The heavens declare

His nghteousness

and all the peoples
see HlS glory

Psalm 97 6

‘rr'5as‘r|ng»-

ral Revela’rlon /
ral Theelo,g\
S 1P7)

ial Reye aﬂ@g,
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General Revelation Special Revelation

1. God’s existence, delty, . The Trinity

and power . The Hypostatic Union
God’s goodness . The Gospel

God's providence . The Mystery of the
God's sustalning power Chureh

God's glory and . The Second Coming

handfworfc The Resurrection
God’s righteousness Heaven

and glory Hell

- 5
\thra’r‘Is the State

\of* na’rur‘a,l
Theology' Tﬁdﬁﬁ? %

4
\4
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5

Natural Theology has been
widely embraced and

celebrated in Christianity,

B since the Church¥Fathers.

e

-

7;his celebration has
continuediin both Catholicism
and Rrotestantism until today.

-

57
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John Owen Francis Turretin Stephen Charnock \Jg@ﬂ;’@ii“ Charles igdge William G- Shedd
g 70748 TN 1820-1894
(1616-1683) e (1623-168_7) & (1628-1680) (1&7.."%:17,&7!1) - Al 7‘.37;,;\?73\) ( )

e R . g 4

>

N A o

e |
B. B. Warfield Herman Bavinck Geerhardus Vos /Louis Berkhof
(1851-1921) (1854-1921) (l862-1949) (873-1957)

Howeyver, it is coming under
increasingly stark criticism in
certain contemporary.
B evangelical ejil'f'clesj

0_(‘
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This criticism is especially
directed at the thinking of
Thomas Aquinas:

’ |

THe FAILURE or

7/16/2026 10:18 PM
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Byvangelical Philosophical Society
Shieraton Denver Downtown Hotel
Nov. 15-17, 2022

WSaving Natural Theology
fom;Jeffrey Johnson"

'Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.

ihues:'Nowv. 15,2022 @ 4:30 PM

angelical Philosophical Society B2
ilowerBuilding - Mezzanine Level Gold

61
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Rulblishedfinithe
Chiistian
dApologetics

Journal
Vol'SI¥/8|ES pring: 21023

‘l SES CHRISTIAN
Apologetics Journal
Providing a forum for scl icles contributing to the defense
F

e -
Jesus ’rhe

‘ﬂ'|l,] UJ
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o Exclusivism =<

Also called Paiticularism, Exclusivism says
that Christ saves only those who
consciously believe the gospel thatiare
‘. mentally capable. Thus, ajl’t'hose ‘v[fho die
without hearing the gospel (and thus
| without believing' the goépel) .
are condemned. (

-
Dbhe Case for

Exclusi\gsm
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Jesusgtaught that He
was'the only way.

f

"I am the way, the truth, -
and the life. No one
comes to the Father
except through Me."

& T
iy A
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The apostles taught that
Jesus was the only way.

r

/s there salvatlon in any other; f@r
Sihelelisinolothe duame under heaven given

‘ am@@g men! by WhICh we mustpel saved.”

| I - Mcts4 12
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One‘haﬁs eternal life by

believing on Jesus.

"For G@d so loved the“\/vorld
that He gave ng\onlyjbegotten
Son, thapwhoever belleves in
Him sh'@glh @t nsh but

have’ everila s ‘Ilfe

John 3:16
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-

Allfthose who do not
believe*are condemned.

oo
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One c‘an believel the
gospelfonly by hearing
the gosp@l. ¥

“For 'Whoever calls on
the name of the Lord shall
be saved.' How then shall
they call on Him in whom

they have not believed?
And how shall they
believe in Him of whom
w— they have not heard? And
how shall they hear
without a preacher?”

Romans 10:13-14
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]

«.9»Thé Acts

.
swEthiopian Eunuch, Acts 8:26-40
a descendent of [7/Eln

s»Saul, Acts 9:1-18

b

Argument=

a descendent of Sﬂ /

s»Cornelius, Acts 10
a descendent of'JejplieEi ‘ (
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& Acts 8:26-40 ~

Now/an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, sayingj
“Arise andigeitoward the south along the road
which goesidewnifromiderusalem to Gaza." This'is
desert. {2rSoelherareseland went. And behold, a
man of Ethiepia, a eunuchiof great authority under
Candace thelqueentofithe Ethiopians,;whelhad
charge of all her treasury, andhad comeito
Jerusalemito worship; {28l wasiretunning. And
sitting in'his chariot, he was reading Isaiahithe
prophet. {29} hen the Spirit saiditolRhilipi#Ge
near'and overtake this chariot.* {30}'SelRhilipiran
to him, andiheard him/reading the prophetilsaiah;
and said, "Do you understandiwhat you are
reading?" {31} And he said, “How, can |, unless
someone guidesime?*“And herasked Philipito
come up and sit with him.
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> Act 8:26-40 5

{82}iThe place in the Scripture which he read was
this: “RHEWAS LED AS A SHEEP TO THE
SEAUGHIMERFANBIASIA LAMB BEFORE ITS
SHEARERIISFSIEENIEISO HE OPENED NOT HIS
MOUTH. {33HINTRHISIHUMILIATIONIHIS JUSTICE
WASI TAKEN'AWAY ANDIWHO WILL DECLEARE
HIS GENERATION? EOR HIS!EIEE ISETAKEN
EROMITHE EARINE." {34} Selthelelinuch
answered Rhiliprand said, ™| askiyou’ of whom
does the prophet say this, of himselffon offsome
other man?* {35} Then Philiplopenedihisimouth;
and beginning at this Scriptune) preached Jesustio
him. {36} Now as|they went down the road, they.
came to some water. And the eunuch said; “See,
here is water. Wihat hinders' me from being
baptized?"

&> Act 8:26-40 -5

{8igliTheniRhilip said, "If you believe with all your
heart, youlmay-* And he answered and said, “I
believe thatfdesus: Chiistiis the Son of God." {38}
So he commandeditherchariot to stand still. And
both Philipfandithelfeunuch wentidown into.the
water, and he baptized'him. {39} Now:whengthey.
came up out of the water, the Spirit ofithelltord
caught Philipfaway, seithat theleuntchisaw himine
more; and he went on his way rejeicing. {403But
~==_  Philip was'found at Azotus. And passing threugh;
#- he preached in all the'cities tillfhelfcame
to Caesarea.
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& Acts 9:1-18 '

Then Saul, still breathinghthii€ats¥and murder against'the disciples of the Lord, went
to the high priest {2};andiasked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus,
so that if he found anyAWhe were of the Way, whether men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jeiusalem. {3} As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and
suddenly a light shoneraround himifrom heaven. {4} Then he fell to the ground, and
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" {5} And he
said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, “lI'am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." {6} So he, trembling and
astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him,
"Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." {7} And the men
who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. {8}
Then Saularose from‘the ground®and when his eyes were opened he saw no one.
But they led him by the hand andiBreught him into Damascus. {9} And he was three
days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

73



7/16/2026 10:18 PM

& Acts 9:1-18 & ’

{10} Now there was alcetainldisciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the
Lord said in a vision, “Amanias." And he said, "Here | am, Lord." {11} So the Lord
said to him, "Arise andigeitoithe street called Straight, and inquire at the house of
Judas for one called Salil of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. {12} And infai vision
he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that
he might receive his sight." {13} Then Ananias answered, "Lord, | have'heard from
many about this man, how much harm he has done'to Your saints in Jerusalem.
{14} And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your
name." {15} But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he isia chosen vessel of Mine to bear
My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. {16} For | will show him
how many things he must suffer fer My name's sake." {17} And Ananias went his
way and entered theffiouse; and@r)g his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to yolfen'the road as you came, has sent me that you
may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." {18} Immediately there fell
from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he
arose and was baptized.
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{1} There was alcelitain'man in Caesarea callediCornelilis, a centmion oftwhat was
calledithelltalign'Regimentii2} a devoumamntandione who feaied God with allthis
household,whoigave alms generously tolthe;people, and prayed to God always. {3}
About thelminth hour of the day hersaw. cIearIy infawvisionfan angeliof Godicoming in
andisayinghtolnim, "Cic_)rneh%'" &), And whenlhe observedihim, he was afraid, and

idsWihatisiit, Ior&i?" Scﬁ ;sald‘ﬁto him, "Your prayers and‘&your alms have Come"
uplforta memor@l before God: {5} Now:send men to Joppa,‘and sendifer'Sim
WiesE SUNEMES Peteff{[_@)}’He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whos,éé*h!ouse iS by
the:sea He will tell yotllWhatlyetrmust do." {7}/And when'the angellWhofspoke to
himihad depaited, Corneliustcalled twerof his household servantsfand®a devout
soldien er&g}those{vﬁ@walted on him continually. {8}*Sekwheni he had
explained all these things to themihe sentithem to Joppa. {9} The next day, asfthey
went on their journey and diewWAnear the city, Peter went up on'the housetopito
pray,about the sixth hour. {10}8linen he became very hungry and wanted toleatilbut
, while theyimade ready, he fell into a trance
; - y'* y k o

‘_,. ‘ éﬂACtS10148a€\ ¥

{11} and saw’'heavenlopened andian object like a great sheetibelind atithe four
corners, deseending‘to himtand let dowm'tokihe earth. {12} In ifwere all:kinds of
four-footedanimals of thetearth, wild beasts) cieepingthings, and birds ofitherair.
{13} Andfalloice’ camelto him), "Rise \Peterflkilland eati®{l 4} But Peterfsaid, “Not
so, llerdEer | haveineves eatenkanything commonior unclean “ {15} And a voice

SpPOKe t© fim agag“ne second ltimen"What Godlhas cleansed you must not caII "
cCOmMons {16} ihiskwas done lthree times. And thelobject wasitaken Upl intolheaven
i1 7} Nowiwhile Reteé@weondered within himself what this VISIOﬂsWhICh hefhiad
seenlmeant, behold, thefmeniwho had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry;
f@rSﬂllmen siiouse, andistood beforelthieigate. {18} And they; ca’fl‘ed and asked
WiEiherSihnen, WesE sgﬁwas Reter, was lodging there {ill9}\While Peter
thoughtfabout thewvision, the Spitigsaid to'him, "Behold, three men are seeking'you.
{20} Arise therefore; go downkandigo with them, doubting nothingsfor | have sent
them." {21} Then Peter went d%wn to the men who had been sent to himgfiem
- Cornelius, and said, "Yes [Fam he whom you seek. For what geason
# Bhave you come?" % .
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{22} And they'saidS:Cornelius the centurlon aljust maim} one wholfeans'God'and
has'algood replﬁ'atlon among all the nationfefithe' Jews, was divinely instgucted by
a‘holy'angelito Summon you to his house, andito'hear words from you." {23} Tihen

he invitedithem’in'and Iodggéd them. ©n' thelnextiday Reter went.away with' them,
andw elrethren from ;J‘pﬁp@a accompanled him {24} Andithe following'day they

ent'egrb_e% Caesare%Now Cornellus was waiting fegthem, and had called togethern "
his rrei_latrves and c’tese friendsii25} As Peter wasicoming in;, Connelius %et h&n&nd
feII down at his*feet and W®rsh|ped him. {26} ButiReter lifted him up, saying “SEle
o | myself am also alman:* {2/4"And asihe talked with him, he went'in iand found
many wherhadicome together {28} Thenthe said to them, "Yourknew!hew: unlawful
0) keepmpany with or go to one of anothegnation. ButtGod

has shewn methat ] houId neficall any' man common or unclean. {29} Therefore |

came without objection as sopﬂﬂas | was sent for. | ask, then, forwhat reason have
you.sent for me?" {30} So C@rnellus said, "Four days ago | was fasting untilsthis
hou‘band at the ninth hour | prayed in my house, and behold, a manistoodfbefore
%, -

¥ lgaelin bright clothing,

‘-) .

L N \rboActs10148a€» ¢

{31} and sa@f’Cornellus your prayer hastbeen hedid, and yeuralms are
rememberediinithe sightiofiGoed. {32} Sendtherefore to Joppa and call Simenihere,
whose surname*Ls Peter. Heli |s lodging in‘theihouse of Simon, a tanner, byAthelsea.

When helcomes, he will speak toryoul 4{33ESolllfsentito you immediatelyfandiyou

Now therefore, welarelall piesent before'God, tolhear all

haveldoneiwell to coye N
nded yeu‘ 0}/ God {34} Then Peter opened his'mouthrand sald "

thekt h gs comma
HInitruthil percelve*hat God Shows no partiality. {85} But in"every natlo whoever
ﬂ od

fea?;s@Hlm and'waerks rigliteeuisness is acceptediby Him. {36} llihe word wh|
sen%g,the children of ISia€el} pieaching peace through Jesus ChrISt—H%IS Ford of
aII— {37}4‘ hatlwerd you knew, whichiwas proclaimed throughou®allfdudea; and
begans fr@m alllee afiter th’eibaptlsm which John preached: {38} hew/God ancinted
Jesustof Nazareth Wiy the HelyaSpirit andiwith power, who went about doing good
pressed by the devil, for God was withiHim. {39} And

and healing all'whe were op
we are witnesses of all thm#-,_‘*whrch He did both in the land of the Jews an@aiin
Jerusalem whom they:killediioyAiianging on a tree. {40} Him God raised upfon the

# third day, and showed Him openly, % .
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‘ ‘I - ActsEl0: 4‘36 }

{41} not to all theJ eople butitorwitnessesichosen befaie by Godgen tolusiwho

ateland drankiwith Him'afterHe arose fiom'the dead. {42} And IEIe commanded us

to preach toithespeople, and to testify that ilisifle \who was ordained by God to be

Judge offthelliving'and the ,dead {43} To H|m Il the prophets witness that through
His \namegwinoever believestin Himwill receive lemission of sins.* {44} While Peter

Was t'fIIT’speaklng ESE WO he [Holy Spirit el Upon aII those who fieard the
S4S A Andl th@se ofithie umcision who believed were astonlshed fash many
W|th Peter bec%’the gift of the Hon Spirit had been pouged out on the

o ThePosifion Simply Stated <

Anyone who responds infaith to
God's revelation of Himself in
creation will hear the G'@spel and will
- believe the Gospel:
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God,thelFather has revealed
Himself TO all people
througholt all time and'places
without exception _th’roug‘lp the

. y
things He has ma,de.
(Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1 & 2; Acts 14:17) (

5

‘.

-

Whoever'responds in faith to
God's revelation of Himself
through creation, God will get
the Gospel messageito’ him and
) ¥

he will believe: 5

e
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W

Whogver responds in faith to
Y God's ravelatlon of Himself
thrm‘gh creation, God will get
the Gospel messagelto hlm and

he Wl” believe: ’

M

- » < Responding in faith

Who&ver responds in faith to does not mean merely
Y God's revelation of Himself

through Ereat:on God will get believing that God
the Gospel message 1) hlm and exists.

he w:II bel:eve
,(‘ +* Nor does it mean
having a "zeal for
God.”
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o Romans 10:1-5 <

"Brethren, my heart’'s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is that they
may be saved. {2} For | bear them
witness that they have a zeal for God,
but not according to knowledge. {3}
For they being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own righteousness,
have not submitted to the
righteousness of God. {4} For Christ
is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone
who believes."

o Romans 9:30-32 <

"What shall we say then? That
Gentiles, who did not pursue
righteousness, have attained to
righteousness, even the
righteousness of faith; {31} but Israel,
pursuing the law of righteousness,
has not attained to the law of
righteousness. {32} Why? Because
they did not seek it by faith, but as it
were, by the works of the law. For
they stumbled at that stumbling
stone.”
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o (Genesis 26:1-5 <R
And ) will make your descendants
multiply as the stars of heaven; ) will give
to your descendants all these lands; and in
your seed all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed; because Abraham obeyed
Wy voice and kept Wy charge,

Py
\ M
Wity commandments, My~ \ 2

(3

Statutesy and Wy laws. ™
ites; y law

% (Genesis 15:5-6 <

“@hen He brought him outside
and. said, ‘Look now toward
heaven, and count the stars if you
are able to number them.” And
He said to him, ‘So shall your
descendants be. And he believed
in the LORD, and He accounted

it to him for righteousness.”
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o Romans 4:4-5 2

How to him who works, the wages 2
are not counted as grace but as debt. ﬂz 3
ABut to him who does not work but
believes on Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is accounted

for ¥\'ghteousness,

Whogver responds in faith to
God's re“‘.‘velation of Himself
through creation, God will get

rthe Gospel messag elto hlyl and

: ‘q
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CHARLES C.
RYRIE

@harles CRyrie
925-2016)

“"The basis of salvation
in every'age is the
death of Christ; the

requirement for
salvation in'every age
Is faith; the object of
faith in every age is
God; the content of
faith changes in the
various
dispensations.”

arles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism Toda *P Y " " " .
E(C::Eic;go:CMsgdy,’ 1D962), 122] T @©harles:C. Ryne
925-2016)

83



7/16/2026 10:18 PM

-
It should be noted that this
model does not say:WHY
some respond toyGeneral

B Revelation and somejdo not.

Lhus, this model'is
compatible with Calvinism,
Molinism, Arminianism,

and Thomisma @
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GenerallRevelation

Glventthreughicreation,
(kmownkthrotghksimpletapprehensiontofithelSEnSIbIEAWor!d)

RevealsiGod'stexistencerand attiibttes

Special'Revelation

" Given through' Prophets and Apostles j

(read by theirwritings, a:k.a., the: Scriptures)

Reveals God's gospel and will

GivenrT@lallpeople

Given EOR all people

Allfpeoplerhavelt

Not all people have it

Semeraccept, somerrefect

Some accept, some refect

Sufficient tolcondemnlifrejected

Sufficient to save if accepted

Acceptanceristnecessany bunot
sufficientifor eternalllife

Acceptance is necessary and
sufficient for eternal life

Tee TALIABO S701
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