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The word 'Hindu' refers to
the "the religion of India."

It Is derivedfrom from
Indus Valley.'
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A religion has to:

1)regard the Vedas (the early sacred writings)
as divinely inspired and authoritative.

2) accept the caste systemy (More on this later)

3) respect the venerationiof the various levels of
deities and spirits, including the protection of
cows. Why cows?

The Three‘ Ways

The Threw ajor
Phases of; Hmdu:sm
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The Way of Works

on ritual and legel requirements

administered by the prefiessional priestihood;
the Brahmins

a.k.a., Brahmanism or Vedic Hinduism because
it retains the Muealistic emphasis of the Vedas

The Way of Knowledge

ascefic and mystical patih which arose
arouna BC.
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The Way of Devotion

focuses on devotion to ocne's own god within &
pantheon of available deities

arose in the 1% millennium
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Aryan Origins

%@3 ARYANS
= I AN

Map 6.1. Two Aryan migrations
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Ancient Aryan Zoroastrianism Hinduism

)

asuras -
evil
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Uses of the term 'Vedas'

¢ the four sacred scriptures coming out of
early Aryan culture

s the above, plus the Upanishads and
commentaries

s collectively:for all Hindu sacred writings
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ssdated as early as 1500 BC

sscompilation of prayerful
hymns addressed to various
gods

s*many hymns addressed to
specifically one god,
suggesting that this god is
supreme

The Rig Veda

(rig = "verses")

The Yajur Veda
The Sama Veda

= The Atharva Veda

The Rig Veda

(rig = "verses")
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s*somewhat later collection

«»consists of mantras which .
are short, specific verses to The Yajur Ve da
be recited by priests in the

context of their duties at
sacrifices

s slightly later date of
composition

s»contains songs or chants for
the priests

ssrefer particularly the ritual
associated with soma, the The Sama Veda

sacred drink




ssthought to be somewhat
inferior to the first three
vedas

sscontains magic spells and
incantations

ss»more associated with folk
religion of the common
people

The Atharva Veda

3/13/2025
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the devas (Indian)
daevas (lranian)

of primary day-to-day. importance

the recipients of reqular worship.

the root word for the names of these gods is div,
which literally means "to shine," thus the daevas are
‘the shining ones”

from where we

get the English
words ‘divine’
and ‘divinity’
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Indra

the "King of Heaven"

Rita

god of truth and right
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BASILICA
. CLEMENTE
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remnants of original
monotheism

Dyaus Pitar

(literally, "Father God")
the original sky god

19



Varuna

the god of the sky and the
celestial waters
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Other Vedic Gods
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, sometimes

a capricious

malicious mountain god
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the god of fire
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Brahmanaspati

the word spoken at the
sacrifice

It is crucial for the entire history of = =88
religion that in the millennium from
about 1500 to 500 BC a priesthood had
installed itself intora position of
exclusiveness and:prominence in
virtually every civilized culture around
the world. v

23
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 Variations of

Brahman

the impersonal and' pantheistic form of God

Brahma

the personal creator god

Brahmin

the priests and the priestly caste

Brahmanas

priestly commentaries onithe Vedas
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lihe Sutra's

B lit Sthreads s

|- originally dellneatlo_ns of the obllgatlons coming

The Book
\, (Code) of Manu

Manu: mythical ancestor. of
humanity

many Hindus regardfasithelideal

The lﬁ@h@@@@@

> commentaries on the Vedas

> gave further instructions for the priest‘s_a;s well as ! society,
|nformat|on on thgﬂI mythological and theological
underpmnlngs of ritiuals

presents the privileges and
obligations of the caste system
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The Word ‘Caste’

s Sanskrit varna, literally means "color"

s The lower caste exists to serve the upper
three, and members ofithat caste are
restricted in their religious obligations and
privileges.

FAlthough the caste system has
recelved. layers of religious
explanations, it s difficult to get
away.from; the idea that it
orginated in'the light-skinned
Anyamssattempts to retain their
SUperior status over the darker-
\/R YW skinned: previous inhabitants of
> the'subcontinent ..."

\Wiitie Gg€orduan S
% r INeighboringlFaiths)2i3ed. p. 275]
. 0

<

27



v

The Brahm/ns The Kshatr/yas
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The Va/sh y

a.nd@ﬁ'd owner‘s
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.These are the.common
laborers vf_lgo'exist-for the
sake of the other three

classes.

They ac&gons:dered impure,
and phys:cal contactIWIth
them will deflle someone.in

3/13/2025
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Reincarnation is called samsara,
which literally means
“"wanderings."

It Is also called transmigration
and metempsychosis

Reincarnation is a seemingly
endless cycle of lives
encompassing the entire realm
of beings, from the lowest
animals to humans.
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What level of being one returns
as Is determined by the
“law of karma.*

Karma is best translated as
"cause and effect.”

Samsara and karma became the
primary support for the caste
system.

The goal of Hinduism became
finding release from samsara.

32
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The word for release is moksha,
which can sometimes be
translated as "redemption”

& Clarifying Karma <

Karma is not fate.  Fate is what happens
irrespective of what you do.

Karma is not judgment. JSUdgmendisiimpesedioyia
| Juege for wrengeelng.

Sin'is'ani afrent torthe

Karma is not a result of sin.
transcendent; Creator God:

33



| deceived, God is |
' not mocked; for |
- whatever a man |
| sows, that he |
L will also reap. |

Galatians 6 .
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Spiritual "Law" is the
notion that the spiritual
or non-physical realm
operates according to
laws or regularities like
the physical realm does.

g 74 A
7427 By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008; howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745
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Much of occult practice
is mastering these
"laws" in order to
manipulate the spiritual
realm to get physical
results.

s Howard:Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2 ard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745

This is often referred to
as "magic."”

Howard:Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2 ard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745
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Whereas the cause and
effect (action and
reaction) aspect of the
physical world is the
philosophical
foundation of
all modern science ...

«B{i}jaward,Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2! ward-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745

... applying the same
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the
essential element of
occult philosophy.

«B‘V‘"vaa!d,Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2! oward-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the
behavior of the physical realm to
enable us to control physical things
and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the
behavior of the non-physical realm to
enable us to control non-physical
things and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world

Il W
Natural Science\/ o 2

Mastering the laws that describe the
behavior of the physical realm to
enable us to control physical things
and forces for the purpose of
manipulating the physical world

o

Occultism
Mastering (22 "laws" that ¢<scribe the
behavior of the ' nan-r'iysical realm to
enable us to et non-physical
things and«"_rces for thepurpose of
mar pulating the physical vonrld
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The Laws of Magic

Unity

A qualitative diagram showing
their primary interrelationships

vem

CHAPTER ONE

The Laws of Magic

“Law: a statement of an order or relation of phenomena that
5o far as is known is invariable under the given conditions

the observed regularity of nature.”
—Webster's Third New International

Over the centuries a collection of basic magical and mysti-
cal axioms has surfaced in culture after culture throughout
the world, even in cultures that were totally isolated. These
we can, and will, call the Laws of Magic. Like the law of
gravity or the law of diminishing returns, these magical laws
are not legislative acts (as some theologians have tried to make
them) but rather they are descriptions of the ways that
phenomena in a field—in this case magic—seem to interact and
behave. They are the results of observation, testing, and the-
orizing until a coherent whole is produced.

Not all these laws are consciously known or understood by
those using them, and not all will automatically appear in
every single culture with a tradition of magic. To understand
them, it is not necessary that you become a magician yourself.
In fact, it is often easier for an outsider to discover and

organize these laws.

For example, suppose a physiologist is watching Arnold
Palmer play golf. Now the scientist may understand every-
thing that's going on inside Palmer’s body when he swings
his club; that is, he will know what neurons are discharging,
what hormones are being released into Palmer’s bloodstream,

1
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CHAPTER ONE

The Laws of Magic

Over the centuries a collection of basic magical and mysti-
cal axioms has surfaced in culture after culture throughout
the world, even in cultures that were totally isolated. These
we can, and will, call the Laws of Magic. Like the law of
gravity or the law of diminishing returns, these magical laws
are not legislative acts (as some theologians have tried to make
them) but rather they are descriptions of the ways that
phenomena in a field—in this case magic—seem to interact and
behave. They are the results of observation, testing, and the-
orizing until a coherent whole is produced.

A qualitative diagram showing
their primary interrelationships

“Magic... is... the
change in situations or
events in accordance
with one's will, which
would, using normally
accepted methods, be
unchangeable."

[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avan Books,

1969), 110] Anton Szandor LaVey
'-\(1 9301997)

3/13/2025
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“Magic is never
totally
scientifically
explainable.”

[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110]

Anton Szandor LaVey
'\(1 930-1997)

There is "balance in nature,
a natural order. That's God.
And that's Satan. Satan is
God. He is the
representation of the state
of flux; he is the action-
reaction; he is the cause
and the effect; he is all the
elements interwoven in

B W what we call evolution.”
Anton SZ‘a n'd‘@F-Lavey [LaVey, in Lawrence Wright, “Sympathy for the Devil,” Rolling Stone no.

g L 612 (September 5, 1991): 105]
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THE RATIONALE OF WITCHCRAFT 107

The Theory of Levels maintains that reality exists and operates on
many planes (physical, ctheric, astral, mental, spiritual, to give a
fed but generally accepted list?); that cach of these levels has
wii laws; and that these sets of laws, while special to their own levels,
s Al mpatible with cach other, their mutual resonance gov

1 1o possess it
: nicraction between the levels

heir favou
r The Theory of Polarity maintains that all activ
ar om (and is inconceivable without) ¢
mplementary opposites - positive_and _negative, light and dark,

The Theory of Levels maintains that reality exists and operates on
many planes (physical, etheric, astral, mental, spiritual, to give a
simplified but generally accepted list?); that each of these levels has its
bwn laws; and that these sets of laws, while special to their own levels,
are compatible with each other, their mutual resonance governing the

interaction between the levels.
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THE RATIONALE OF WITCHCRAFT

The discovery of those connections is the aim of the scientist (on the
physical plane) and of the witch (on all the planes). The use of those
discoveries is ‘magic’. Magic does not break the laws of Nature; when it
appears to do so, that is because it is obeying laws that the observer has
not yet understood.

hat happens

high-rise architecture, nor even

QUENCHING 1

PIR]

Discover the REAL Spirit Behind
the Charismatic Controversy

William DeArteaga
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SIXTEEN

The Resurrection of
Spiritual Laws

Swedenborgism: The Background Heresy of Spiritual Law

F ALL THE ELEMENTS THAT made up the Metaphysical

‘movement, the one that demonstrated most clearly that some

truth is often found in heresy was the discovery of spiritual law.
A clear, biblical understanding of spiritual law has come only in recent
decades, although concepts similar to it formed the foundations of
Christian theology from New Testament times. Simply defined, spiri-
tual laws are those biblical principles which govern the interaction
between man’s ethical acts and their consequences, especially conse-
quences in this world.

For background we need to examine an eighteenth-century cult,
Swedenborgism. This was the first Western spiritualist cult. Although
the Swedenborgian churches never were important numerically,
Swedenborg’s doctrines were influential on many of the religious lead-
ers of the eigh h and ni h centuries. S nbor n became
the base theology of many of the metaphysical cults.

Emanuel Swedenborg (1688 — 1772) was a Swedish engineer and sci-
entist who experienced a long series of visions in which he supposedly
held conversations with angels and persons long dead, including Jesus.
Out of these experiences he produced volumes of a new revelation
about the nature of the spiritual and physical worlds.

188
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The Resurrection of Spiritual Laws

In reality the basis of his new revelation was the ancient Gnosticism.
Just as in the teachings of the Corinthian Gnostics or the Gnostics of the
third century, Swedenborg’s Jesus was a highly evolved being, but not
God or Savior. Swedenborg claimed that it was Paul who exaggerated
the role of Jesus. Central to Swedenborg’s system was the repeated as-
sertion that entrance into the kingdom of God in the universe, including
the other planets of our solar system, was through ethical actions (not
repentance and salvation through Jesus). For instance, the beings on
Mars, the most perfect in the solar system, knew that the kingdom was
achieved by good works, clean living and vegetarianism.'

The scientific revelations included such information as the nature of
the men on the moon and other planets. According to Swedenborg, the
moon men were the size of children and had thunderous voices and
mouths in their stomachs.> Such scientific nonsense could not be ex-
posed with the instrumentation of his day but was plausible to his con-
temporaries.

Spiritual Laws

At a time when Enlightenment elites were discarding faith in Christi-
anity and the Bible and ridiculing natural law, Swedenborg’s revela-
tions offered a system that claimed to wed spirituality and science. Like
every great heresy and demonic system, part of the attraction of
Swedenborgism was based on the weak points in consensus orthodoxy.
Specifically, Swedenborgism reasserted that moral acts have earthly
consequences (a biblical truth discussed below). A particular pattern of
acts and consequences was called a spiritual law.

Swedenborg’s spiritual law became one of the cornerstones of the
Metaphysical movement and continued through its Gnostic descendants
to today’s New Age movement. This law supposedly governs both the
spirit and the earthly realms. The law includes such universals as the
law of attraction (like attracts like) and the law of correspondence, by
which a person’s physical appearance reflects his inward, spiritual state.

To many the Swedenborgian laws sound innocent enough, if some-
what trite, but every one is deadly to the authentic spiritual life. From
the law of correspondence one can discern the true demonic intention:
interior repentance, prayer and the grace of God were not important to
one’s spiritual state — you can just judge it from the person’s outward
appearance. The law of attraction (like attracts like) is equally deadly. I
observed in many New Age groups that “like attracts like” served as an
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THE LAWS OF
PROSPERITY

KENNETH COPELAND
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18 The Laws of Prosperity
f God's Word, you will become prosperous in every area
of your life

Spiritual and Physical Law

Spiritual and Physical Law

We must understand that there are laws governing every
single thing in existence. Nothing is by accident. There are
laws of the world of the spirit and there are laws of the
world of the natural.

f salvation hasn’t been put to work

only when it is put to

There are certain
s Word. Faith

are put
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& Psalm 19:7-11 <

"The law of the =LEQRD is perfect, converting the soul; The
testimony of the' LORD is sure, making wise the simple; The
statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The
fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of
the LORD are true and.righteous altogether. More to be desired
are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is

warned, And in keeping them there is great reward. .

3/13/2025
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CASE IOI\
Rl 1\( ARNATION

Joe Fisher
(1947-2001)
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Does the Bible Teach Reincarnation?
A response to Joe Fisher's "The Lost Chord of Christianity™!

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D,

oduction

No doubt some in our society today find the doctrine of reincamation to be strange at best

http://richardghowe.com/worldreligions.htm

those who belicve that reincarnation is compatible with Christianity. Some even suggest that
reincarmation used to be taught within Christian circles and that it is tacitly in the Bible.

Joe Fisher is the author of the book The Case for Reincarnation. While admi

g that
there is.a disparity between reincarnation and present day Christianity, Fisher argues that this
should not be and once was not the case. In chapter seven of his book, Fisher defends the thesis
that reincamation was a doctrine of the early Christian church. In the first section of this chapter
he asserts that reincamation was accepted and taught by carly church fathers and treasured by
"Christian Gnostics.*? He discusses Origen's beliefs and Constantine's role in sowing the "seeds
of reincarnation’s banishment "

©Our concem here is not so much whether reincarnation is true or false (though I believe it

o be false), but whether reincamation was originally a biblical doctrine as Fisher asserts. My

! Jos Fisher, The Case for Reincamation (Toronio: Bantam New Age Books, 1985
otherwise noted, all page references are 1o Fisher's work

6575, Unless

2p.66
ip.67
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Upanishads
Maya
Atman Is Brahman

The key to Vedantic thought is
then to transcend. the world of
experience, which.is only maya;
and to uncover one’s identity as
Atman-Brahman.
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This goal can only be attained through a life of strict
separation from the world and deep contemplation.

The best thing to do is to leave one's reqular
environment and renounce' all previous
attachments, to become a.complete hermit, a
sannyasin, and to seek one’s true identity apart
from the world.

Then liberation. may come; one attains moksha, the
release from samsara and all of maya.

When one dies, the Atman-Brahman reality is fully
recovered; the soul reenters Brahman as a drop of
water coming back to the ocean.

Nirvana, a state of supreme bliss has been
realized.
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Bhakiti
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The roots oflBhakli */s/g;’ad&ism go
S

backiasileast a’s}far as tl;l’e poem,

the BhagavadiGita, WhiCh fomms a
partofitiie lengthy,epic; thel
Mahabﬁharata, fa‘h;g Wileln Wes
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The Trimurti
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Three Schools of
Bhaktl Hinduism
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SNELQE

primary. allegiance
IS to a goddess
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Some Maim Deities
and TheirShaktis
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The Ten Avatars
of Vishnu
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arasimha

(man-lion)
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(the hero of the
Ramayana epic)
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Krishna

(the speaker of the
Bhagavad Gita)
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N obtained by

constantichantingof
the Krishnalmantra
(Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna; etc. ).‘
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Buddha

(the founder of
Bucddhism)
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SAThelBhagavadiGita
islinspireatscriptires

KR CEVIEES U
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» The distribution’of
literature
disseminatingjthe’
message @&,Km.shna
consc:ousness is\an;
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A COMPARISON OF THE ESCHATOLOGICAL PERSONALITIES OF THE MAJOR

WORLD RELIGIONS IN CONTRAST WITH THE CHRISTIAN EXPECTATION

BY
RICHARD B. SORRELL
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Ramakrishna

‘ (1836-1886)

Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Center of New York
A Vedanta Temple for Universal Worship

About Teachings Ramakrishna Order Activities Media Shop

Headquarters
History
Emblem

Centers Worldwide

Centers Worldwide

The Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission
have 208 centers all over the world : 157 in India, 15 in
Bangladesh, 14 in USA, 2 each in Russia and South Africa,
and one each in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Fiji,
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- Ramakrshna \'nekananda ( enter of New York
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Centers Worldwide

The Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna Mission
have 208 centers all over the world : 157 in India, 15 in
Bangladesh, 14 in USA, 2 each in Russia and South Africa,
and one each in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Fiji,
France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius,
Nepal, Netherlands, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Switzerland, UK and Zambia. There 41 sub-centers (18
within India, 23 outside India) under different centers.

é.”‘; VEDANTA CENTER OF ATLANTA

Truth is One; sages call it by many names. —Rig Veda
Home What is Vedanta? ¥  About our Center ¥  Calendar of Activities & Events Media Archives ¥  Donate / Support Contact Us v

Welcome to the Vedanta Center of Atlanta

We study Hinduism and Vedanta as taught by Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi, Swami
Vi and Swami Classes, talks, worship, meditation, fellowship, and

special events throughout the year. All are welcome.

Thanks for visiting with us.

There is a lot to look at, listen to, and diseover about Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda Vedanta and this Center. Yet, if you don’t find what you
came for, click here to contact Br. Shankara, our Resident Minister.

HOURS: We are open to the public during regular activities and special events that are listed on our
website. At other times, please check before coming to the Center as the doors will be locked if no one is
onsite or available to assist you. See our full calendar for up-to-date details and schedule.

« Br. Shankara, our Resident Minister, welcomes meeting with you in-person or by phone, but please make
an appointment in advance if you wish to meet in person. Call (770) 938-6679 to arrange.

This Week at your Center
NOTE: Zoom Classes and the oon Sangh Decatur are temporarily suspended while Br
cent hospital stay.
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Vedanta Center of North Carolina n

founded by Swami Swahananda ji

Home Vedanta~ Getinvolved~ Eventsv AboutUs~ Media Gallery~ Subscribe
Dcnatf
Home o B
“The essence of Vedanta is that there is but Recent Posts

one Being and that every soul is that Being in  « swami satyemayananda
full, not a part of that Being”.

o

Swami Tattwamayananda

o

Syl Vivekirianda Pravrajika Shuddhatmaprana

o

Swami Ishatmananda

Ramakrishna Vedanta Society of North Carolina is dedicated to e Swami Tyagananda
the practice and propagation of the ideals of Vedanta as
presented to the modern world by Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada
Devi, and Swami Vivekananda.

Categories
events {2}

The Society maintains a small but beautiful center near the DI Pt Ve R D
Raleigh-Durham airport, where daily worship, regular classes,

Swamis (7)

and special pujas are held.

Uncategorized {13)

=
“\» “ /

Sai'Baba
(i 86‘3&-‘1 502)
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TAL BROOKE
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Rabi R. Maharaj
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