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The Word 'Hindu' 
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The word 'Hindu' refers to 
the "the religion of India."

It is derived from from
'Indus Valley.'
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What Makes 
Something Hindu? 
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A religion has to:

Why cows?

(More on this later.) 

A religion has to:
1) regard the Vedas (the early sacred writings) 

as divinely inspired and authoritative.  

2)accept the caste system.  

3) respect the veneration of the various levels of 
deities and spirits, including the protection of 
cows. 

The Three Ways: 
The Three Major 

Phases of Hinduism
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The Way of Works
based on ritual and legal requirements

administered by the professional priesthood, 
the Brahmins

a.k.a., Brahmanism or Vedic Hinduism because 
it retains the ritualistic emphasis of the Vedas

The Way of Knowledge
ascetic and mystical path which arose 

around 500 BC. 
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The Way of Devotion
focuses on devotion to one's own god within a 

pantheon of available deities

arose in the 1st millennium AD
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Aryan Origins
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HinduismZoroastrianism

devas -
good 

devas - 
evil 

asuras -
evil 

ahuras - 
good 

Ancient Aryan

devas -
good 

ahuras -
good 



3/13/2025

9

Uses of the term 'Vedas'
 the four sacred scriptures coming out of 

early Aryan culture

 the above, plus the Upanishads and 
commentaries

 collectively for all Hindu sacred writings
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The Rig Veda
(rig = "verses") 

The Yajur Veda 

The Sama Veda

The Atharva Veda

The Rig Veda
(rig = "verses") 

dated as early as 1500 BC

compilation of prayerful 
hymns addressed to various 
gods

many hymns addressed to 
specifically one god, 
suggesting that this god is 
supreme
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The Yajur Veda 
somewhat later collection

consists of mantras which 
are short, specific verses to 
be recited by priests in the 
context of their duties at 
sacrifices

The Sama Veda

slightly later date of 
composition

contains songs or chants for 
the priests

refer particularly the ritual 
associated with soma, the 
sacred drink
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The Atharva Veda

thought to be somewhat 
inferior to the first three 
vedas

contains magic spells and 
incantations

more associated with folk 
religion of the common 
people
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the devas (Indian)
daevas (Iranian) 

of primary day-to-day importance 

the recipients of regular worship.  

the root word for the names of these gods is div, 
which literally means "to shine," thus the daevas are 

"the shining ones"

from where we 
get the English 
words 'divine' 
and 'divinity'
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Indra
the "King of Heaven"

Rita
god of truth and right
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Mitra
sun god
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remnants of original 
monotheism

Dyaus Pitar
(literally, "Father God")

the original sky god
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Varuna
the god of the sky and the 

celestial waters

Other Vedic Gods



3/13/2025

21

Vishnu
a minor god in the Vedas

Rudra
a capricious, sometimes 
malicious mountain god
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Agni
the god of fire

Soma
the god of the sacred drink
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Brahmanaspati
the word spoken at the 

sacrifice

It is crucial for the entire history of 
religion that in the millennium from 

about 1500 to 500 BC a priesthood had 
installed itself into a position of 

exclusiveness and prominence in 
virtually every civilized culture around 

the world.
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Brahman
the impersonal and pantheistic form of God

Brahma
the personal creator god 

Brahmin
the priests and the priestly caste

Brahmanas
priestly commentaries on the Vedas
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The Brahmanas The Code 
of Manu

The Sutras
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The Sutras
 lit. "threads"

 originally delineations of the obligations coming 
from the Vedic religion for both priests and 
common people

The Brahmanas
 commentaries on the Vedas

 gave further instructions for the priests as well as 
information on the mythological and theological 
underpinnings of ritiuals

The Book 
(Code) of Manu
 Manu: mythical ancestor of 

humanity

 many Hindus regard as the ideal 
society

 presents the privileges and 
obligations of the caste system
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The Word 'Caste'
 Sanskrit varna, literally means "color"  

 The lower caste exists to serve the upper 
three, and members of that caste are 
restricted in their religious obligations and 
privileges.

Winfried Corduan

"Although the caste system has 
received layers of religious 

explanations, it is difficult to get 
away from the idea that it 

originated in the light-skinned 
Aryans' attempts to retain their 
superior status over the darker-
skinned previous inhabitants of 

the subcontinent ..."
[Neighboring Faiths, 2nd ed. p. 275]
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The Brahmins The Kshatriyas The Vaishyas

The Brahmins The Kshatriyas The VaishyasThe Kshatriyas The VaishyasThe Brahmins

This is the caste of 
priests, the ones 

devoting their lives 
to the Vedas and 

Vedic ritual.

This is originally the 
warrior caste which 
then settled into the 

caste of rulers, 
those who hold 
political power.

This is the merchant 
caste consisting of 
business owners 
and land owners.
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The Brahmins The Kshatriyas The VaishyasThe Kshatriyas The VaishyasThe Brahmins

"Twice-Born"

The KshatriyasThe Shudras
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The KshatriyasThe Shudras

These are the common 
laborers who exist for the 

sake of the other three 
classes.  

They are considered impure, 
and physical contact with 

them will defile someone in 
the upper castes.
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Reincarnation is called samsara, 
which literally means 

"wanderings."  

It is also called transmigration 
and metempsychosis 

Reincarnation is a seemingly 
endless cycle of lives 

encompassing the entire realm 
of beings, from the lowest 

animals to humans.
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What level of being one returns 
as is determined by the 

"law of karma." 

Karma is best translated as 
"cause and effect."

Samsara and karma became the 
primary support for the caste 

system. 

The goal of Hinduism became 
finding release from samsara.
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The word for release is moksha, 
which can sometimes be 

translated as "redemption"

Sin is an afront to the 
transcendent, Creator God.

Judgment is imposed by a 
judge for wrongdoing.

Fate is what happens 
irrespective of what you do.

 Clarifying Karma 

Karma is not fate.

Karma is not judgment.

Karma is not a result of sin.



3/13/2025

34

Do not be 
deceived, God is 
not mocked; for 
whatever a man 
sows, that he 
will also reap.

Galatians 6:7
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This is often referred to 
as "magic."
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  
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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic... is... the 
change in situations or 
events in accordance 
with one's will, which 
would, using normally 
accepted methods, be 

unchangeable." 
[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avan Books, 
1969), 110] 
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic is never 
totally 

scientifically 
explainable." 

[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110] 

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

There is "balance in nature, 
a natural order. That's God. 
And that's Satan. Satan is 

God. He is the 
representation of the state 

of flux; he is the action-
reaction; he is the cause 

and the effect; he is all the 
elements interwoven in 
what we call evolution." 

[LaVey, in Lawrence Wright, “Sympathy for the Devil,” Rolling Stone no. 
612 (September 5, 1991): 105] 
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

William DeArteaga
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William DeArteaga

William DeArteaga
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland
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 Psalm 19:7-11 
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; The 
statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The 
fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of 

the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is 

warned, And in keeping them there is great reward."
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Joe Fisher
(1947-2001)
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http://richardghowe.com/worldreligions.htm
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Upanishads

Maya

Atman is Brahman

The key to Vedantic thought is 
then to transcend the world of 

experience, which is only maya, 
and to uncover one's identity as 

Atman-Brahman. 
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 This goal can only be attained through a life of strict 
separation from the world and deep contemplation.  

 The best thing to do is to leave one's regular 
environment and renounce all previous 
attachments, to become a complete hermit, a 
sannyasin, and to seek one's true identity apart 
from the world.  

 Then liberation may come; one attains moksha, the 
release from samsara and all of maya. 

 When one dies, the Atman-Brahman reality is fully 
recovered; the soul reenters Brahman as a drop of 
water coming back to the ocean.  

  Nirvana, a state of supreme bliss has been 
realized.
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Winfried CorduanWinfried Corduan

Winfried CorduanWinfried Corduan
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Bhakti
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The roots of Bhakti Hinduism go 
back as least as far as the poem, 
the Bhagavad Gita, which forms a 

part of the lengthy epic, the 
Mahabharata, and which was 

composed roughly around 200 BC. 

The Trimurti
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Three Schools of 
Bhakti Hinduism
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Shaktite
primary allegiance 

is to a goddess

Shaivite
worships Shiva as 

the highest god

Vaishnavite
recognizes Vishnu as 

the highest god 
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Some Main Deities 
and Their Shaktis
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Brahma and Sarasvati

Vishnu and Lakshmi
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The Ten Avatars 
of Vishnu 
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A. (Abhay) C. (Charanaravinda) 
Bhaktivedanta [Swami] Prabhupada

(1896-1977)
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A. (Abhay) C. (Charanaravinda) 
Bhaktivedanta [Swami] Prabhupada

(1896-1977)

A. (Abhay) C. (Charanaravinda) 
Bhaktivedanta [Swami] Prabhupada

(1896-1977)

Krishna is the 
supreme form of 
personal god.

Salvation can be 
obtained by 
constant chanting of 
the Krishna mantra 
(Hare Krishna, Hare 
Krishna, etc.).
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A. (Abhay) C. (Charanaravinda) 
Bhaktivedanta [Swami] Prabhupada

(1896-1977)

The Bhagavad Gita 
is inspired scripture.

The devotees must 
observe a life of 
pure devotion to 
Krishna.

The distribution of 
literature 
disseminating the 
message of Krishna 
consciousness is an 
important aspect of 
the mission of this 
group. 
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Ramakrishna
(1836-1886)

Swami Vivekananda
(1863-1902)
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Sai Baba
(1863-1902)
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Sathya Sai Baba
(1926-2011)

Tal Brooke
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Rabi R. Maharaj


